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PreService Prayer
● Ephesians 6:18 says that we ought to pray in the Spirit on all occasions

with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and
always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.

● Give them time to pray silently
● Prayer - LORD, your Word encourages us to pray continually for each

other.  We know that You heard our prayers this morning and are thankful
that You are in control of all our requests.  We simply ask that Your will
would be done in each situation… May our worship of You this morning be
glorifying and honoring to You.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Announcements
● Welcome
● Today’s Sermon - John 13:18-30 “Remaining Loyal” - We’ll talk about the

question of whether or not believers can walk away from God? And we’ll
see how John’s passage impacts us today as followers of Jesus.
Sermon notes are available.

● RSM - Just a reminder that Refton Student Ministry is this week!  6:30-8pm
● Sunday School - We’re excited to announce an additional Sunday School

class beginning January 8th, 2023, called: “Introduction to the Hebrew
Bible.”  Before I give some details, let’s watch a short promo video for the
class…

● SS Video (automatically advances to the next slide)
● Sunday School - This class will take place during the winter, spring and

fall months of 2023. The teaching is done by the Bible Project, which is a
free resource suitable for adults and teens. Each class will consist of a
teaching video, discussion questions, scripture reading and prayer. Those
that need to miss a class and want to catch up can do so online with login
credentials that we’ll provide.

○ Interested? Let’s Connect Card Survey
● Let’s Connect

Pray
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John - Part 44 - Sermon Manuscript - Remaining Loyal

As a pastor… and really, as a Christian, one thing that really bothers me is when
I hear about people abandoning their faith in Jesus.

You might remember the story about Josh Harris and his faith deconstruction
story from a few years ago.  I had read Josh’s books in my late teens and I found
them incredibly helpful at that time in my life.

So for me, it was really disheartening to hear that after decades of being a
believer, Josh decided to abandon his faith in Jesus.

But I’m guessing that many of us can think of someone in our lives who
once called themselves a Christian but then later left the faith.

And as believers, that’s deeply troubling news.  Then we wonder questions like:

“What’s going to happen to them?”  “Are they okay because they said the prayer
years ago?”  “Did they lose their salvation?”  “Are they not going to heaven now?”

The reality that we see in our world is that there are people that choose Jesus…
There are people that reject Jesus… There are people that once chose Jesus but
now reject Him… There are people that eventually come back to Jesus… and
unfortunately there are people in this world that have never heard about Jesus.

Some might say: “Yeah but if a person like Josh Harris once claimed to be
Christian but has now left the faith, then they were never truly a Christian to
begin with.”

That line of thinking comes from 1 John 2 which says…

1 John 2:18 - Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that
the antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have come. [John’s
talking about specific people who in his day were teaching and preaching false
gospels - he calls them antichrists] This is how we know it is the last hour.
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1 John 2:19 - They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us.
For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us; but their
going showed that none of them belonged to us.

John’s saying that these false teachers were once part of his church.  But now
they’ve chosen to leave the church because their teaching didn’t line up with the
Apostles’ teaching.

So they left the church - “they went out from us.” And because they left, John’s
saying that their leaving is evidence that they never really belonged to his church
in the first place.

[Blank] Because if they did belong, they would have remained.  They’d still be
teaching the real gospel message of Jesus.

But do we know if they were really Christians in the first place? Because
they were definitely part of the church.  They were even leaders and teachers
within John’s local church!  But were they real believers in Jesus?

That’s where we don’t have enough information to be sure.  Either way, it’s not
our place to judge.  The fact is, this passage is not teaching that every single
person that ever walks away from Jesus was never really a believer in the
first place.  That’s not what this passage is teaching.

This passage is about specific people, leaders who are teaching in John’s
church, who walked away from his church and the gospel message that was
taught.  That can certainly happen today; just as it did with Josh Harris.

But the purpose of this passage isn’t trying to explain every single situation
where someone walks away from their faith in Jesus.

For example, in 1 Timothy 1 Paul talks about Hymenaeus and Alexander - these
are two people who were believers but for whatever reason they rejected their
faith in Jesus.

So, Paul says that he handed them over to Satan to be taught not to blaspheme.
In other words: He put them out of the church.
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They weren’t kicked out because Paul hated them or anything like that.  Paul
explains in another place that when people walked away from their faith and
were removed from the congregation, the hope was that they’d repent and return
to Jesus.

So yes, Paul put Hymenaeus and Alexander out of the church, but just a few
verses later he says that…

1 Timothy 2:3-4 - God wants all people to be saved and to come to a
knowledge of the truth.

All people includes Hymenaeus and Alexander.

In fact, we see throughout the entire Bible, God’s heart for people who left Him is
that they would return to Him.  I included a bunch of examples in the discussion
questions on the backside of your sermon notes for today, but for now I’ll just give
you two examples:

Malachi 3:7 - “Ever since the time of your ancestors you have turned away
from my decrees and have not kept them.  Return to me, and I will return to
you,” says the LORD Almighty.”

1 Peter 2:25 - For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have
returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

I have to ask: What does it mean to return to the Shepherd if you were never
with the Shepherd in the first place?

Returning to the LORD implies that you were once with the LORD.

I want us to know that it’s actually possible to walk with the LORD, but then later
in life decide to walk away from the LORD.  That’s not a failure on God’s part -
God always remains faithful.  The failure is on the person that walks away from
God.
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You and I have the capacity to choose or reject God.  And when anyone rejects
God, His heart is troubled.  That’s actually what we’re going to see in John 13
this morning.

Go ahead and turn with me to John 13, starting with verse 18.  I think this might
be the clearest example of when someone close to Jesus decides to turn their
back on Him.

Let’s read…

John 13:18-20 - I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have chosen. But
this is to fulfill this passage of Scripture: ‘He who shared my bread has turned
against me.’ 19 “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does
happen you will believe that I am who I am. 20 Very truly I tell you, whoever
accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one
who sent me.”

Jesus is predicting when one of the disciples will betray Him, and they’re
supposed to know which disciple will betray Him because He’s going to share his
bread with that disciple.  Look at verse 18 again…

John 13:18b (ESV) - But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread
has lifted his heel against me.’

Jesus was quoting Psalm 41:9 where David talks about being betrayed by his
close friend.

And in David’s context, “sharing someone’s bread was to pledge loyalty to
that person.”  And to lift your heel against someone was to violently
oppose them.1

Judas seemed like a faithful friend.  He seemed like someone who was loyal to
Jesus.  But in reality, Judas was about to give Jesus over to violent opposition.

As I was studying this, I had to wonder: Was this a sudden thing?

1 Mounce, Robert H. “John.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Luke–Acts (Revised Edition). Ed.
Tremper Longman III and David E. Garland. Vol. 10. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007. 552. Print.
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I mean, Judas had been with Jesus for three years at this point.  He was one of
the 12 chosen Apostles.  He was selected to be in charge of their money.  Every
indication we have in scripture points to the fact that Judas was someone to be
trusted.  He was part of the group!  No one would have ever questioned his
loyalty to Jesus.

So what happened?  What flipped Judas to the darkside?

Well, it seems to me that the deconversion of Judas wasn’t a sudden thing.
There’s strong evidence in John 13 that suggests Judas progressively came to
the darkside, and we’ll talk about that in a minute…

[Blank] But first, I wanted to show that John has already dropped hints that
Judas was slowly losing his loyalty to Jesus…

In John chapter 6, Jesus was teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum.  You
might remember when He taught about eating His flesh and drinking His blood -
He wasn’t talking about cannibalism, but that’s how many people took it.

And because of that misunderstanding, a lot of His followers decided they
couldn’t accept His teaching.  So, rather than sticking around, they abandoned
Jesus.

However, His original 12 disciples stayed with Him.  And yet, Jesus said that one
of them is a devil.  In other words, one of the 12 disciples started to be led astray
from Jesus.  This person’s loyalty in Him was fading.  John tells us that this was
Judas, but nobody knew that yet.

Then in John 12 we see that Judas wasn’t happy about Mary using expensive
perfume to anoint Jesus.  Jesus approved, but Judas left the room.  They later
learned that Judas was upset because he used to help himself to the money bag!

Knowing this, I can imagine Judas being upset when a lot of the disciples left
Jesus back in chapter 6. Maybe at that point Judas was already helping himself
to the money bag.  He might have been upset when many of the disciples left,
because when they left, so did their financial contributions.
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So now in John 13:21, we see that…

John 13:21 - After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and
testified, “Very truly I tell you, one of you is going to betray me.”

Again, nobody knew that He was talking about Judas.  But his betrayal deeply
troubled Jesus.

In fact, the Greek word for troubled is the same Greek word that Jesus used in
the previous two chapters…

In John chapter 11, Jesus was deeply moved in spirit and troubled when He saw
how upset everyone was at the death of His friend Lazarus.

Jesus was so troubled that He not only wept, but the form of the Greek
word lets us know that He was shaking!

Have you ever been so upset that you couldn’t help but break down and cry, and
at the same time your body is trembling from how upset you are?  That’s what’s
going on here.

Then in chapter 12 Jesus said His soul was troubled while He was thinking about
how He was going to die.

We actually see just how troubled Jesus was while He was praying in the Garden
of Gethsemane just before He was arrested.  Luke 22:44 says that He was
sweating what looked like drops of blood!  And we know today that He was
suffering from a medical condition that’s brought on by intense anxiety.

But before this happened, back in John 13 we see that Jesus is troubled yet
again because one of His best friends is about to betray Him.

[Blank] Now, the disciples were SHOCKED that one of their own would betray
Jesus!  John 13:22 says that…
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John 13:22-24 - His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of
them he meant.  One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved [probably John,
the author], was reclining next to him.  Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and
said, “Ask him which one he means.”

This might seem a little weird, but it helps to know how the room was set up.  It
wasn’t like Da Vinci’s Last Supper where they’re all sitting at one table, in a line,
all facing us.

[The Last Supper] Most likely there would have been three tables set up in a U
shape.  Judas and John would have been sitting on either side of Jesus at the
most honored spots at the table.

The place on the right side of Jesus was reserved for a close friend (John), and
the left side would be for a special guest (Judas).  And we think that maybe Peter
was across from John as the picture shows.

Now, picture everyone sitting with their backs toward the table.  Their legs are
stretched out away from the table.  And they’re leaning back, resetting their left
elbow on the table, which would have been supported by a pillow.

So, imagine the commotion in the room, along with how everyone was positioned
at the table, and you can see why Peter would have had to motion to John to get
his attention.  Peter wanted John to ask Jesus which disciple would betray Him.

[Blank] John 13:25-27a - Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, “Lord,
who is it?” 26 Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I will give this piece of
bread when I have dipped it in the dish.” Then, dipping the piece of bread, he
gave it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. 27 As soon as Judas took the bread,
Satan entered into him.

Now, this doesn’t mean that Satan literally entered into Judas in such a way that
Judas no longer has control of Himself.

Remember earlier that I mentioned it seems like Judas progressively got worse?
Well, commentators talk about the specific verbs John used in these verses
because they imply a progression of influence and control.
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In other words, Satan has been working on Judas for a while, and for John to say
that Satan entered into Judas, this was like Judas finally giving into
temptation wholeheartedly.

Interestingly, despite knowing Judas would betray Him, Jesus gave him every
chance to come clean.  But Judas chose the path of darkness.

John 13:27b-30 - So Jesus told him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 28
But no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. 29 Since Judas
had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was
needed for the festival, or to give something to the poor. 30 As soon as Judas
had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.

Again, none of the other disciples suspected Judas of anything.  But we
know that when Judas took the bread, that was a sign that any kind of
loyalty that he might have had was now gone.

To everyone else, taking the bread would seem normal!  It was an affirmation of
his loyalty to Jesus!  But in reality, his heart had gone completely dark.

Now, I hope you’ve noticed that I keep talking about this concept of being loyal to
Jesus.  I’m using the word loyalty on purpose because the concept of being
loyal to God is all over scripture - including our passage today.

In fact, when we read the scriptures, we’re constantly confronted with the
question: Who has our loyalty?

I was thinking about loyalty this week and I felt that it’s important to say that
loyalty isn’t an exact synonym for faith, but loyalty is foundational to our faith…

[Star 1] Think of faith as like a bright star in the night sky…

If we were to board a Starship and take a ride to one of those stars, the closer we
get, the more we’d see that the star has many unique qualities that make it what
it is…
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[Star 2] Qualities like trust, biblical hope, active belief, and even fruits of the
Spirit like love, joy and peace.

All of these are what shines in the darkness.  But every star has a core.  Its core
is like its foundation.  The core is what determines how hot and bright the star will
be.

Think of our loyalty in Jesus like the core of the star.

The entire star represents our faith, but at the core is our loyalty in Him.  The
stronger our loyalty, the brighter our star.  There will be some dark spots (Sun
spots?) - maybe that represents our sin.  But even as a sinner we can still
choose to remain loyal to Jesus.

But every time we’re led astray… every time we add a dark spot… the
temperature of our loyalty goes down, and the brightness of our star dims… and
if left unchecked, eventually our light will go out…

[Blank] Just like Judas.

Judas is an unfortunate example of how even the closest follower of Jesus can
be led astray by Satan and his spiritual forces of evil.  One commentator puts it
this way:

“Satan’s approach is subtle. What begins with a carefully designed
suggestion ends in complete control. The sly question put to Eve was, “Did
God really say …?” (Ge 3:1). Satan achieves his objectives in our lives by
gradually redirecting our affections away from God. As we are led astray
by his cunning, his influence over us continues to increase. Unless
checked by renewed obedience to the divine will, this line of progression
leads to complete control by the adversary. Paul warns us against being
deceived by Satan’s cunning (2 Co 11:3) and tells us to put on the full
armor of God in order to “stand against the devil’s schemes” (Eph 6:11).”2

2 Mounce, Robert H. “John.” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Luke–Acts (Revised Edition). Ed.
Tremper Longman III and David E. Garland. Vol. 10. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007. 554. Print.
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Today’s passage serves as a warning for all of us that it’s possible that we
could be led astray. That’s why New Testament writers like Peter encourage us
to always remain alert.  Peter says that the devil prowls around like a roaring lion
looking for someone to devour - someone like Judas - someone like us.

So, I hope today’s scripture moves all of us in such a way that we take a serious
look at our own faith in Jesus and ask ourselves:

Is my loyalty completely in Jesus?  Or am I allowing other influences to slowly
pull me away?

Let’s Pray


