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John - Part 45 - Sermon Notes - Love One Another

We’re continuing where we left off last week in John 13, starting at verse 31.  If
you have your Bibles or Bible apps go ahead and turn there with me.

We’re still in the upper room.  It’s Thursday evening - the night Jesus would
eventually be arrested and taken to the cross the next day.

This is the same room where the Last Supper took place.  It’s also where Jesus
washed His disciples’ feet.  And as we saw last week, it’s the room where Judas
fully gave Himself over to darkness.  His actions were a stark reminder that even
those closest to Jesus could be influenced in such a way that over time, they
eventually reject Jesus.

So now Judas is gone.  He left to go give the religious leaders a heads up as to
where Jesus would be later that night.  But the rest of the disciples were still
sitting around the table, and Jesus is about to take His final opportunity to teach
them before He is arrested.

So again, we’re in John 13, and today we’ll talk about verses 31-38.

It’s only 8 verses, but it has three main sections:

1. What does it mean for God being glorified in His Son?
2. Love one another
3. Jesus predicts Peter’s denials

We’ll talk about Peter’s three denials when we get to John chapter 18.  And
we’ve already talked about what it means for God to be glorified in His Son, but
I’m thinking that’ll come up again at some point.

Today I’d just like to focus on what Jesus meant to love one another.

Let’s read…
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John 13:31-32 - When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is
glorified and God is glorified in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify
the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once.

John 13:33 - “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look
for me, and just as I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you
cannot come.

*A note on “My children”

This verse marks a crucial moment in the life and ministry of Jesus.
Scholars call the few chapters that follow a Farewell Discourse.  It’s pretty much
the last chance Jesus has to leave His disciples with some final teaching and
wisdom before He’s crucified.

So Jesus starts by saying…

John 13:34a - “A new command I give you: Love one another.

You might wonder what’s so new about this command? He’s already told them
multiple times how important it is to love God and love others.

What’s new here is that Jesus is setting a pattern for them.  He’s showing them
how to love other people.  Remember, the footwashing had just taken place.
When Jesus washed His disciple’s feet, He took the position of a servant and
showed them the importance of humility and self sacrifice.

By the way: As far as I can tell, they had never seen Him wash anyone’s feet
before!  Washing feet was a normal part of their culture, but it was a job only
servants did!  It wasn’t a job for Kings!

And yet, Jesus turns their perception of His Kingdom upside down with acts of
love.  His actions revealed His heart, and now He’s asking His followers to reflect
His heart.

So it’s not that the message is new - It’s the method. Jesus sets the pattern for
the lives of His followers.
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John 13:34-35 - “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved
you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are
my disciples, if you love one another.”

That’s key. Everyone will know that we are followers of Jesus if we love others
like He did.  But that wasn’t what really impacted Peter.  Peter was still stuck on
the fact that Jesus said He’s going somewhere that they can’t come…

John 13:36-38 - Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus
replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will follow later.” 37
Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38
Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell
you, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!

We’ll come back to this in John chapter 18, but this morning I’d really like to focus
on what Jesus meant by His command to love one another.

John has some shorter letters to the Church that He wrote sometime after his
gospel.  And what’s really interesting is how closely John’s short letters tie into
this gospel.  In fact, we can think of John’s letters as sort of the sequels or bonus
content to his gospel.

And in 1 John chapter 3, John really expands on the concepts he talked about in
our passage today.  We’ll put it up on the screen for you…

1 John 3:16 - This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life
for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters.

I can imagine laying my life down for my wife and kids, but imagine needing to
lay your life down for someone in our church.

The thing is that the problems we face today in our church, even here at Refton,
our problems pale in comparison to John’s church.  The people at John’s church
in the first century knew what it was like to have their lives threatened simply
because they believed in Jesus.
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That was an everyday reality for them!  In fact, that’s why John wrote.  If you look
at the top of your sermon notes, I always keep a note about John 20:30-31 there
because it reminds us that John wrote so that his persecuted church would be
encouraged to keep their faith in Jesus - even if it meant sacrificing their lives.

And so when John says to his church: “we ought to lay down our lives for our
brothers and sisters,” he meant it!  That’s how you show the love of Christ.  Jesus
set the pattern for loving others, and John wants the Church to follow that
pattern.

But it’s not just about being willing to lay their lives down.  There’s more to it…

1 John 3:17-18 - If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister
in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 18
Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in
truth.

I feel like we as Refton do well with this.  When someone is in need of meals,
people step up.  When someone needs clothes, we’re prepared to provide.
When someone needs prayer, we pray.  When someone needs a ride, there’s no
hesitation.

I’ve seen so many ways in how we’ve helped each other and our community -
and I don’t say that to just make us all feel good.  I’m just saying, this is how John
defined the command to love on another.

But sometimes loving another person is really difficult.  Sometimes it might seem
impossible.  This week I came across a testimony that really moved me and I felt
led to share the video with you.

Full disclosure: I did edit this video a little bit just in case there were any
younger eyes watching.  But if you’d like to see the full video, I have it posted on
our church website underneath today’s sermon notes.

[Blank] You’re about to hear from Nikta.  She’s a Muslim woman who
experienced major trauma in her life, but Jesus intervened.  Her story is one of
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brokenness, redemption and forgiveness.  It’s a story that shows how Jesus
loves us and how we ought to respond when He calls us to love others.

Let’s watch…

[VIDEO] Nikta’s story

So often the temptation is that our love for others only goes as far as words.
Words are important, but people know we mean what we say when our actions
reflect the heart of our words.

I can’t imagine going through the trauma that Nikta went through, but her story of
how Jesus brought her to Himself really shows the love God has for us as our
Heavenly Father.

Nikta’s biological father was far from perfect.  But God’s love knows no bounds.
And so for Him to ask Nikta to forgive her father for what he did to her…

I can’t imagine.  But isn’t that the picture of the kind of forgiveness Jesus gives
us?  It’s a no questions asked, no strings attached kind of love.  His love doesn’t
ask us to clean up our lives before we come to Him.  He meets us right where we
are, no matter what we’ve done.

That’s the kind of love God has for us.  But that’s the kind of love He asks us to
have.  We’re to embody the love of Christ to others - even our enemies.

Thankfully it seems that God was starting to change her dad’s heart.  But the
reality is that doesn’t always happen.  So loving others doesn’t mean that we
allow them to do criminal acts against us.  If we can get away, then get away.

But God does ask us to forgive others as He forgave us.  Forgiveness might not
mean that we’re able to reconcile our relationship; but forgiveness allows us to let
go of our anger and move on.

And for Nikta’s story, I believe that she was only able to forgive her dad through
God’s strength.  She was broken, but God was healing her and strengthening
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her.  And because He was working in her life, her dad is starting to see and
experience the love of Jesus through her words and her actions.

And so, as we approach the Thanksgiving season, let’s not just think about these
things.  Let’s be the hands and feet of Christ.  Let’s show the love of Christ to our
family, our church family, our friends and others that we come into contact with.

Let’s show them the heart of Jesus through our words and our actions so that
they’re drawn to Him.

And so, in closing, listen to this encouragement from John…

1 John 4:7-12, 15-19 - Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever
does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we
might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen
God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in
us…

…If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and
they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is
love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is
made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of
judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect
love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears
is not made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved us.

[Blank] Let’s Pray


