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Advent Week 4 - Sermon Manuscript - Love

This is the fourth week in our Advent series and it occurred to me… I wonder if all
of you know what the colors of these candles mean?  Honestly, I didn’t know until
I started working here and was involved in the service planning!

Traditionally:
Hope - Purple
Peace - Purple
Joy - Pink
Love - Purple
Christ - White

(Purple is often a color in the Bible that represents royalty)

All of these are wrapped up in the promises of God…

Promise of Hope: As believers, we have a biblical hope - an assurance - that if
we put our believing loyalty in Jesus, we can be forgiven of our sins, we’ll be
given the gift of eternal life, and we’ll be adopted into His forever family.

Promise of Peace: As believers, we have the peace of God that transcends all
understanding!  It guards our hearts and our minds - and I think we all would
agree that we need God’s peace to guard us in this sin soaked world.

Promise of Joy: As believers, the joy of the Lord is our strength, especially
during the hard times.  It’s the kind of deep joy that helps us to rest and rejoice in
the Lord no matter what life throws at us.

But the great thing about hope, peace and joy is that none of these are mutually
exclusive.  In other words, they all work together in perfect harmony to produce
the melody that directs our lives.

But let’s not forget about the fourth candle… love!

In 1 Corinthians the Apostle Paul talks about faith, hope and love.  But he says
the greatest of these is love!
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Maybe you’ve heard this… Paul says that love is patient and kind; it does not
envy; it doesn’t boast; it’s not proud; it doesn’t dishonor others; love is never
selfish; it’s not easily angered; love forgives; it doesn’t delight in evil, instead, it
rejoices with the truth!; love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always
perseveres.  Love never fails.

Paul’s talking about a higher kind of love…

I can’t help but think of the 1986 song Higher Love by Steve Winwood:

“Think about it, there must be a higher love
Down in the heart or hidden in the stars above
Without it, life is wasted time
Look inside your heart, and I'll look inside mine
Things look so bad everywhere
In this whole world, what is fair?
We walk the line and try to see
Fallin' behind in what could be, oh
Bring me a higher love
Bring me a higher love, oh
Bring me a higher love
Where's that higher love I keep thinking of?”

I don’t know if Steve Winwood knew this, but the “higher love” is God!

1 John 4 says “God is love,” twice! He’s the embodiment of real, pure, holy,
love.  There’s nothing He does that isn’t grounded in His love.  And because of
His love, we have His hope, peace and joy!

But, like the song said: “Things look so bad everywhere.” He said that over 35
years ago, and yet things still look bad…

Did you know that in the past two weeks there have been four separate
shootings in Lancaster city?  Last weekend there were two incidents, one of
which ended up being a standoff in someone’s backyard!
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I got a notification on my phone that this was happening.  People that lived near
there were told to stay inside and lock their doors. Several people that live on
that street said they moved to the back of their house as they heard gunshots
going off nearby.

This wasn’t just scary… this was a tragedy.  But as I thought about this, I couldn’t
help but wonder:

What brings a person to the point where they think: I have the right to
shoot someone else. I mean, for someone to think it’s okay to shoot someone
else, I’m thinking…

Maybe they were involved with gang activity?  Or maybe they were mentally
impared - either naturally or with drugs?  Or maybe they’re a product of their
surroundings - meaning that maybe they grew up with violence in their home?
Or maybe desperate circumstances brought them to that point?

Who knows?!  Whatever brings a person to that point, I’m thinking they probably
don’t know the love of Jesus.

But it’s not just people prone to violence… The unfortunate reality is that most
people on the planet don’t know the love of Jesus.  It might not seem like that
because we tend to surround ourselves with people who have similar lifestyles,
values and beliefs… but outside of our Christian bubble, there’s a whole world
that desperately needs the love of Christ.

And so that’s what I want to focus on this morning.  I want us to reflect on
God’s love, and what His love means for this season of advent.

The word advent means “arrival.” When we talk about Advent, we’re talking
about the arrival of our Messiah, King Jesus.  But Advent isn’t just about His
birth.

The Advent season is two-fold.  It’s one of remembrance and anticipation.
It’s where we look back and remember the coming of Jesus and what His birth
meant.  But it’s also a season where we look forward to the second coming of
Christ.  And in both, we see His love.
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So, starting with the first Advent… 75% of the Bible was written before the first
coming of Jesus.  And in the very beginning… I mean even before the first three
words in the Bible which say “In the beginning…”  Even before that…

Ephesians 1:4-5 says that God “chose us in him before the creation of the
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for
adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure
and will.”

That tells me that even before God started creating the universe, He already had
a plan for us.  We didn’t exist yet, but His plan very much involved us.

If you’re like me, you might wonder why God even bothered to create us.  It’s not
like God needs anything or anyone.  But as a parent, I get it.  The desire you and
I have for family is a reflection of God’s desire to create us and have us be part of
His family.

He knew before the creation of the world that Adam and Eve would choose to
disobey Him by eating the fruit.  He knew before the creation of the world that
Satan would be tempting humanity to sin against God.

He knew that there would be a time when, as Genesis 6 says, “every
inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time.”
God knew there would be a time when He grieved the fact that He created
human beings on the earth.

Like a parent, He knew His kids would mess up.  But like a loving parent, His
plan was to provide a grace-filled way for His children to come back to Him.

So God chose one person, Abram (aka: Abraham), and He made a covenant
with him, saying that He would make his descendants as numerous as the stars.
God would eventually make Abram’s descendants into the nation of Israel.

And Israel was to be a “kingdom of priests.” They were supposed to be a
holy nation - they were to be a nation that would stand out from the rest.  In other
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words, they were to be a light in a dark world.  God would use them to bring the
other nations back to Him… back into His family.

But again, God’s people would turn their back on Him time and time again.  This
covenant bond they had with God - the same one that went all the way back to
Abraham - that covenant was made out of a mutually loyal kind of love.

That’s why when Israel would break their covenant with God, it’s often described
as adultery.  For example…

Jeremiah 3:8, God says, “I gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce
and sent her away because of all her adulteries.”

But even though they kept breaking their covenant, God always remained
faithful. He never went back on His promises.  The reason is because of the
loyal love He had for His people.

Even though God had to dish out some discipline for their unfaithfulness, God’s
plan always involved redemption.  He would provide a way for anyone and
everyone to come back to Him.

After Israel’s unfaithfulness, Yahweh God allowed for them to be taken into
captivity into a city called Babylon.  His judgment on them was that they would be
there for 70 years.  But again, His plan always involved redemption…

Jeremiah 29:11-13 - For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD,
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.

Jeremiah 29:14 - I will be found by you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you
back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have
banished you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you back to the place from
which I carried you into exile.”

[Blank] And so we read passages about the coming Messiah in the Old
Testament.  The coming Messiah was the hope of the nations.
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[Isaiah 9:6-7] He would be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, and Prince of Peace.  And when His kingdom would be established, it
would last forever!

This was a promise recorded by Isaiah, several hundred years before Jesus was
born.  It strikes me that the Messiah’s coming wouldn’t be immediate.  People
would have to wait for God’s timing.

But then one ordinary night in the little town of Bethlehem, Jesus was born.  And
out in the nearby fields some shepherds were keeping watch over their sheep,
and to their surprise, an angel of the Lord appeared to them.  And the angel
said…

Luke 2:10b-11 - Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news that will cause great joy
for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he
is the Messiah, the Lord.

Matthew chapter 1 says that He would be the one to save His people from
their sins.

Have you ever wondered why God would choose to save us from our sins?  Our
sins are our own fault.  God didn’t have to save us… but He does anyway out of
His love for us.

Romans 5:8 says, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  And Jesus says in John 15:13 -
“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”

What does this tell me?

Well, despite all the sinful stuff I’ve done throughout my life, Jesus still loves me.
No matter what you’ve done, Jesus loves you.  And if you haven’t accepted Him
as the Lord of your life, He’s still waiting for you with open arms.
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The love of God doesn’t come with a catch.  Romans 8 says that nothing in all of
creation is able to separate us from the love of God… not sin, not death…
nothing.

God loves you even if you got some bad grades in school.  He loves you even if
you’ve never talked with Him, or haven’t talked with Him in a while.  He loves you
even if you’ve wronged somebody.  He even loves the people who pulled the
trigger last weekend.  I’m a firm believer that…

1 Timothy 2:4 means what it says… in that God “wants all people to be
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.”

The Greek behind “all people” means all people.  The Father’s desire is that
everyone would put their faith in Jesus… even though He knows that not
everyone will.

But for those that do, there’s a promise from God that comes directly out of His
love.  This promise says that…

Romans 10:13 - everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.

That’s been God’s redemptive plan ever since before the creation of the world.
It’s always been a plan filled with hope, peace, joy and love.

And so we remember the first Advent… when Jesus arrived on the scene and
established His Kingdom.  His Kingdom wasn’t like anything anyone would have
guessed.  His Kingdom is different from any other kingdom in that it doesn’t have
geographical boundaries.  The Kingdom of God resides in us!  Wherever
followers of Jesus go, that’s where the Kingdom of God is.

That’s why we’re called the light of the world.

And as followers of Jesus, we look forward to His return.  Jesus says in…

Matthew 16:27 - For the Son of Man is going to come [2nd Advent] in his
Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person
according to what they have done.
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And in the last chapter of the Bible Jesus says 3 times: “Look, I am coming
soon!”  Here’s one…

Revelation 22:12-13 - Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I
will give to each person according to what they have done. 13 I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.

We don’t know when Jesus will come.  Even Jesus said while He was here on
earth that He doesn’t even know when He’ll come back.  Listen to what He says
in Mark…

Mark 13:31-33 - Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never
pass away. 32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the
angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be
alert! You do not know when that time will come.

But even though we don’t know exactly when Jesus will come back, here’s the
promise that we do have…

John 14:2-3 - [Jesus said] My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were
not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for
you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take
you to be with me that you also may be where I am.

That’s the promise of the second Advent that we look forward to!  But you
know… God doesn’t promise any of this because we earned it.  All of God’s
promises are rooted in His love.

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

And when we get to the other side of eternity in the New Heaven and New Earth,
God promises to physically be with us; He’ll wipe every tear from our eyes; there
will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain.
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I know I mentioned all of that last week, but all of this is the result of the second
Advent.  But here’s what I didn’t mention… that passage goes on to say…

Revelation 21:5-6 - He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.” 6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water without
cost from the spring of the water of life.

Revelation 21:7-8 - Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will
be their God and they will be my children. 8 But the cowardly, the
unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who
practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to
the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.”

[Blank]

Advent is a reminder of what has taken place, and what will take place.  It’s a
reminder that we have a choice to put our trust in Jesus or not.  It’s a reminder
that we can choose to love Him because He first loved us.

Let’s continue into this Advent season with a posture of thankfulness and joy for
what Jesus has done for us and what He has promised everyone who chooses to
follow Him!

Let’s Pray


