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John - Part 47 - Sermon Manuscript - The Holy Spirit

Go ahead and turn to John 14:15 with me.

22 years ago my mom got me this Bible for Christmas.  This wasn’t my first Bible
- but this one was cool because it had my name embroidered on the cover!

The other thing about this Bible is that she gave it to me right around the time I
started to have a real desire to actually read the Bible.  I had grown up going to
church… my parents and grandparents were Christians… so I knew that when I
put my faith in Jesus He saved me from my sins.

I also sometimes read the Bible growing up - I think I had some kind of picture
Bible that I vaguely remember reading with my mom.  And of course I’d read the
Bible in church - I liked to read the passage the pastor was preaching from.

But I don’t remember actually sitting down by myself to read God’s Word on my
own until I got this Bible.  I remember wondering where I should start… I figured I
should just start with Jesus - so I opened up to Matthew chapter 1 and just
started reading.

But this turned out to be more than just a one time thing… I kept reading.  Night
after night!  I didn’t keep reading because I felt I had to… I actually wanted to
read it!  I couldn’t put it down!

Looking back on that, I believe that was the Holy Spirit inside me, guiding me and
giving me a growing passion for God’s Word.

In fact, I was so excited about it that I got a few highlighters.  I didn’t have any
method to highlighting - some people are so methodical about highlighting …

Does anybody still highlight their Bible - whether physical or on a Bible
app?  Those of you that highlight - do you have a method to highlighting?
(Like, the colors mean something to you)
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Well, I didn’t really have a method.  I just highlighted whatever I thought was cool.
And I remember joking that there were some pages that I highlighted so much
that I might as well have dipped the whole Bible in highlighter fluid!

There were many pages that stuck out to me, but since we’re in John, chapters
14 through 16 really jumped off the pages.  The reason is because I noticed
that’s where Jesus teaches a lot about the Holy Spirit.

Speaking for myself, the Holy Spirit is the most mysterious person of the Trinity.
We talk about God the Father all the time.  We probably talk about Jesus even
more.  But how often do we talk about the Holy Spirit in church?  And how often
do we even acknowledge Him?

I was actually tempted to title this Sermon: Holy Spirit - The Most Ignored Person
of the Trinity. But honestly, I think that might just be coming from me because I
know it’s been a “Scott issue” for a while…

What I mean is that, as I reflected on the Holy Spirit this week, I feel like I think
about Jesus and God the Father a whole lot more than I think about the Holy
Spirit…

Which is interesting because the Holy Spirit is in every believer.  Which means
He’s IN me, and yet He’s the person of the Trinity I think about the least.

So, I don’t know if you can relate to that? Maybe it’s surprising to hear a
pastor talk this way?  I don’t know?  I just wanted to be real with you this morning
and acknowledge that we’re all on a faith journey, including me!  All of us will
always have room to grow in our faith…

Funny enough… Guess who helps us grow in our faith?  The Holy Spirit!
(1 Corinthians 2:10-16)

We’ll see some examples of how the Holy Spirit works in our lives over the next
month or so as we study the teachings of Jesus in chapters 14 - 16…

But for now, go ahead and turn to John 14:15 if you’re not already there.  If you
remember from previous sermons, it’s still Thursday evening.
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It’s the night Jesus would eventually be arrested and crucified the next day.  But
in chapter 14 we’re still in that upper room where the last supper took place.
Judas has already left to meet with the chief priests in Jerusalem to give them a
heads up as to where Jesus would be later that night.

But before Jesus and the rest of the disciples leave the upper room, Jesus takes
this final opportunity to teach His disciples.

Now as we saw last week, Jesus kind of blindsided them!  Jesus said He’s
leaving them to go and prepare a place for them.  They didn’t understand that He
was going to go and prepare His body for the cross for their sake.

So, they’re upset.  They’re bombarding Him with questions like: Why can’t we
follow You? And, We don’t know where You’re going so how can we know the
way?

Seeing how troubled they were, Jesus decided to offer some words of comfort.
He said…

John 14:15-18 - “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you
forever—17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you
and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.

Okay, so… yes, Jesus is leaving them.  But it’s not for long!  He’ll be back!  And
He’s also not just going to leave them on their own.  He said He’s going to give
them another advocate - some translations say “another Helper” or “another
Comforter.”

All of which are good translations because they’re talking about the Holy Spirit.

1. The Holy Spirit advocates for us - Like Jesus, He takes on the role of
representing us before God the Father.  He’s a mediator… a go-between…
between us and the Father.
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Ephesians 1 says that The Holy Spirit is a seal in us - He’s the deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance in God’s family.  In other words, the Holy Spirit
speaks up for us to God the Father.  He advocates for us before God the Father,
who is our Judge.

2. The Holy Spirit is our Helper. Romans 8:26 says that the Spirit helps us
in our weakness.

3. The Holy Spirit is our Comfort. A little farther down in our passage (John
14:27), Jesus says Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  He’s
talking about giving them the Holy Spirit… and from the Holy Spirit comes
a peace that transcends all understanding.

So how long will the Holy Spirit be with Jesus followers?

Forever! If we were to look at the Greek we’d see that there’s three separate
words: eis ton aiona, meaning beyond the age, or into eternity; forever!

That’s important because the disciples were feeling like they were about to be
abandoned.  But Jesus is saying, no no… I am giving you the Holy Spirit - the
Spirit of truth.

Look at John 14:17 again…

John 14:17 - the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you
and will be in you.

A few things to notice here…

“The world” refers to people living in rebellion against God.  They don’t know
the Spirit and therefore they can’t accept Him or His truth.

But the Spirit can be known! The disciples knew the Spirit because He lived
with them! Wait a second… How does that make sense? They know the
Spirit because the Spirit was in Jesus.
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In Luke 3 where John the baptist was baptizing people in the Jordan river, Jesus
was also baptized.  And as He was being baptized and praying, heaven opened
up and the Holy Spirit came down on Him like a dove.

Think about that - prior to Jesus being baptized (which was right before He
started His three year ministry)... the Holy Spirit wasn’t in Jesus.

But in John 14, at the end of His ministry, Jesus was saying that His disciples
knew the Holy Spirit because He’s been in Jesus the whole time they’ve been
following Him.

And even though Jesus is leaving, He’s going to ask God the Father to send the
Holy Spirit to all the Jesus followers, and when the Spirit comes, He’s going to
enter into them (that happens in Acts 2)!

By the way, that’s what happens to us when we choose to put our faith in Jesus.
We receive the Holy Spirit…

Maybe not in a dramatic fashion like in Acts 2 with winds and flames and people
speaking in tongues, but all that wasn’t exactly normal - that happened as a sign
so that the people who witnessed it would believe in Jesus.

There are other, less dramatic, “signs” that the Holy Spirit is in us - they’re called
the Fruit of the Spirit.

Galatians 5:22-23 says that “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”

Those character qualities in Jesus followers are a sign that the Holy Spirit is
working in you.

Let’s pause on this for a minute…

If you trust Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you have the Holy Spirit in you.  But
have you ever thought about the fact that each of these character qualities reflect
the heart of God?  And if we have a desire to reflect these, that desire comes
from the Holy Spirit in us.
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Do you love others the way that God loves them?  Maybe you don’t always show
the love of God to others, but the desire to have a heart for them comes from the
Holy Spirit.

Have you experienced the joy of the Lord?  Or maybe you’ve helped others out
of a joy that only the Lord gives?  That’s from the Holy Spirit.

And when different events happen in your life, have you ever valued or practiced
peace, or patience, or kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness or
self-control?  If so, that’s from the Holy Spirit.

Sure, a non-believer can reflect these things too, but they don’t have the Holy
Spirit, and their intentions aren’t to glorify the Lord.  When non-believers do good
things, it glorifies themselves.  When believers do good works, they glorify God.

And for believers, that’s what it’s all about! Just a couple verses later Paul says…

Galatians 5:25 - Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the
Spirit.

In other words, we’re desiring to reflect the heart of God.  We want to remain in
His will…

I’m emphasizing this because I know there are times in our lives when, even as
believers, God feels distant.  I’ve felt that before, but when that happens I know
it’s not true because the Holy Spirit is inside me.  How can God be distant if the
Holy Spirit is inside me?!

So, looking at the fruit of the Spirit… I’m far from perfect, but when I see some of
those crop up in my life, I know that’s God working inside me.

And so, as promised, Jesus has not abandoned us!  In fact, He says that He’s IN
us!
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John 14:19-21 - Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will
see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that
I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my
commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves
me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to
them.”

John 14:22-23 - Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do
you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?” 23 Jesus replied,
“Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them,
and we will come to them and make our home with them.

Did you catch that? At the beginning of our passage Jesus said the Holy Spirit
will be in us.  Then Jesus said that He will also be in us.  And now He says that
He and the Father will make their home with believers.

Does this mean that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are in
all believers at the same time?  That’s a good question - and we’ll talk about that
over the next few weeks.  But for the sake of time, let’s keep reading!

John 14:24-25 - Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching.
These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent
me.  25 “All this I have spoken while still with you.

John 14:26 - But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have
said to you.

Pause… God the Father, will send in the name of Jesus, the Holy Spirit.  What
does this mean?

Well, let’s say you wanted to borrow a book from me, but for whatever reason I
can’t come to you.  So I decide to send my son with the book instead.  Assuming
he finds his way to your front door, in a way, he represents me because I sent
him.
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So when God the Father sends the Holy Spirit in the name of Jesus, the Holy
Spirit is with us representing Jesus.  Jesus is leaving us with another Advocate
(as He said in verse 16).  Jesus Himself is our advocate, but the Holy Spirit is
another advocate of the same kind.

John 14:27 - Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to
you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.

Again, Jesus is talking about the Holy Spirit.  This is the same peace that, as the
Apostle Paul says, transcends all understanding and guards our hearts and
minds in Christ Jesus.

Therefore, Jesus can say, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”  God the Father is
sending the Holy Spirit.  So don’t be afraid, because there’s no reason to be
afraid.

John 14:28-29 - “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back
to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for
the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so
that when it does happen you will believe.

And we know that all of this came true in Acts chapters 1 and 2, which caused
many people to believe. (Also John 20:19-23)

John 14:30-31 - I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world
is coming. He has no hold over me, 31 but he comes so that the world may
learn that I love the Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded
me. Come now; let us leave.

The prince of this world is Satan.  Remember, “the world” in John often means
people who are in rebellion of God.  And the prince of all the rebels is Satan.

He’s coming thinking that he’s going to destroy Jesus, but what He doesn’t know
is that Jesus is going to allow Himself to be killed so that He then will conquer
death.  As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 2:8, “None of the rulers of this age
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understood it [he’s talking about the spiritual forces of wickedness], for if they
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.”

So, Jesus is going to allow Himself to be a sacrifice for the sins of the world
because that’s what God the Father wants.  Jesus wanted to be obedient to the
Father.  It all goes back to…

John 3:16-17 -  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17
For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him.

And so as Jesus is obedient to the Father, He calls His followers to be obedient
to Him.  In fact that’s how today’s passage started.  Jesus said…

John 14:15 - If you love me, keep my commands.

Why would we obey the commands of Jesus?  Because He’s the King of the
kings?  Because He’s God?  Because He’s our Savior?

All those things are true, but He doesn’t want us to keep His commands out of
obligation.  He wants us to obey Him out of our love for Him.

And really, anytime we’re obeying Jesus, we’re keeping in step with the Spirit.
We’re doing the things the Spirit strengthens us to do.  Things like…

Loving others; living in the joy of the Lord; choosing peace; having patience;
showing kindness and goodness; being trustworthy or faithful; and choosing
gentleness and self control over anger and chaos.

Jesus wants us to live and walk by the Spirit because when we do that, we’re not
only walking in the will of God, but we’re reflecting His heart.

So maybe you don’t feel as connected to God as you’d like to be?  Maybe all
those fruits of the Spirit sound too good to be true at this point in your life?
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While that might feel true, if you’ve placed your faith in Jesus, then today’s
passage helps to remind us that we’re not alone.  God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Spirit are with us.

Let’s pray
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Questions:
● Who is the Holy Spirit?

○ Comforter, Helper, Advocate (John 14:16)
● When did the Holy Spirit enter into Jesus?

○ Why didn’t the Holy Spirit enter into the others that were being
baptized?

● When did the Holy Spirit enter into Jesus-followers?
● How do we know if the Holy Spirit is in us?

○ What is the fruit of the Spirit?
● How does the Holy Spirit work in my life?
● What does it mean to be filled with the Spirit?


