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John - Part 48 - Sermon Manuscript - Remain In Jesus

Go ahead and turn with me to John chapter 15…

Last week we finished John chapter 14 where Jesus and His disciples were still
in that upper room.  It’s Thursday evening, the night before Jesus would be
crucified.  The last supper has already taken place.  Judas has left the building…
he went off to betray Jesus to the religious leaders.

Jesus took this opportunity to drop some big news on them… He said that He
would be leaving soon.  He’s going to a place where they can’t follow - He was
talking about His journey to the cross, but they didn’t understand that yet.

So Jesus offered them some assurance that everything would be okay.  He said
He would be sending the Holy Spirit to help them and be with them forever.  He
also said that He’d be back for them!  Because of this, they don’t need to worry.

Satan, the prince of this world was coming for Jesus, but Satan had no power
over Him.  The reason Jesus was going to allow Himself to go to the cross was
because He loves God the Father, and He was about to show the world that He
is willing to do exactly what the Father has commanded.

So then in the last few words of John 14, Jesus says to His disciples…

John 14:31b - Come now; let us leave.

But then if you look at the next verse, He jumps right back into teaching His
disciples.  That’s a little weird isn’t it?  So what happened?

Did they plan to leave but the disciples had so many questions that they stayed a
little longer so Jesus could teach them some more?  Or did they leave, and
somewhere on their way to the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus taught His
disciples what we see in the next few chapters?

No one knows for sure, but there are clues…
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[Jerusalem Model] One clue is that the upper room was probably located in the
poor side of Jerusalem, which you can see here…

So how do we know the room was probably in this area of Jerusalem?

[Blank] The gospels of Mark and Luke both tell us that when the disciples were
making plans for their passover meal (aka the last supper), Jesus told them to
enter Jerusalem and follow a man carrying a jar of water.

But men didn’t usually carry water; women did. Unless of course you were an
Essene.  Essenes were Jewish men that were mostly celibate, which meant that
the men had to do work that women normally would have done, such as carrying
water.

[Qumran Map] Many Essenes lived in a place called Qumran which is about an
hour drive from Jerusalem (We’ll learn about Qumran next week in the Intro to
the Hebrew Bible Sunday School class).

[Essene Gate] But there was also an Essene community in Jerusalem.  There’s
even a doorway on the outer Jerusalem wall called the Gate of the Essenes.  If
the man carrying the water was an Essene, that’s where he would have entered
Jerusalem.  Most likely his house would have been located in the poor district of
Jerusalem.

Also, if anyone would have a spare room available to rent during the passover
festival, it would have been an Essene because they celebrated passover on
different calendar days.

[Walking] So it’s easy to imagine Jesus and His disciples walking out of the
upper room and making their way toward the Temple.

But why would they risk going to the Temple when there was an arrest warrant
issued for Jesus?

Well, first of all, if Jesus wanted to keep hidden, He could - we’ve seen that
before.  Second, again, it was the passover festival, and Jerusalem would have



3

been super crowded… so maybe they were able to walk in the Temple
unnoticed?

[Temple] So if they went into the Temple, bible scholars suggest that maybe they
stopped in front of the large building called The Holy Place so Jesus could teach,
which is what we have in chapters 15, 16 and 17.

And maybe as a visual illustration, Jesus taught near the large entryway to the
Holy Place in the Temple because…

[Golden Grapevine] …at the entryway of the inner part of the temple was a
large golden grape vine with golden fruit.  Unfortunately this is the best model I
could find on the internet - you can go there today, but the Temple that existed
during the Time of Jesus was destroyed in 70AD.

But we know from a first century historian named Josephus, that these golden
vines had grape clusters as tall as a man!

So it’s possible that as they were on their way out of Jerusalem, they came near
to this doorway in the Temple and Jesus started teaching them that He is the true
vine - which we’ll see this morning in John 15.

[Kidron Valley] But after Jesus was done teaching and praying, John 18:1 says
that they left Jerusalem and crossed the Kidron Valley.  They were on their way
to the Garden of Gethsemane where Jesus would eventually be arrested.

[Show the direction of the Garden]

[Blank]

We’ll eventually get to the Garden of Gethsemane in our sermon series, but for
now, let’s read from John 15.  We can imagine Jesus and the disciples sitting
somewhere near the entrance with the golden grapevines, and He says…

John 15:1-4 - I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off
every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he
prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of
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the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No
branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear
fruit unless you remain in me.

A couple things to notice from the first verse…

I. John 15:1 - I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.

This is the last “I am” statement from Jesus.  It’s one of several, and it’s important
because Jesus is pointing back to when Yahweh God first revealed His name, all
the way back in Exodus chapter 3 where Moses asked God’s name so that he
could tell his people, the Israelites.  And God said…

“I Am Who I Am. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: I Am has sent me to
you.”  So, when Jesus makes these “I Am” statements in John, He’s identifying
Himself as God.

But there’s more… Jesus says…

II. John 15:1 - I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.

In the Old Testament - the same scriptures that Jesus used - the nation of Israel
was often referred to as the vine.  Here’s a few examples…

Isaiah 5:7 - The vineyard of the LORD Almighty is the nation of Israel, and the
people of Judah are the vines he delighted in.

Hosea 10:1 - Israel was a spreading vine; he brought forth fruit for himself.

Jeremiah 2:21 - I had planted you like a choice vine of sound and reliable stock.
How then did you turn against me into a corrupt, wild vine?

The nation of Israel was Yahweh God’s nation.  They were His treasured
possession.  They were chosen to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation - set
apart from all the other nations as a light in a dark world.
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And as God’s nation, they were like vines in a vineyard.  God planted them, and
they were to produce fruit.  But if we were to look at all the references in the Old
Testament where the nation of Israel is described as a vine, we’d see that most
of the time Israel had failed to produce good fruit, which then led to judgment.

The fruit that they were supposed to produce were things like faithfulness and
love.  Again, they were to be a light in a dark world.  But, unfortunately, they’d
often choose darkness over light.

And so Jesus comes along and changes the metaphor.  He now says that…

HE is the TRUE vine.  In other words, where Israel failed, Jesus would not!

Why?  Because He’s God… and just thinking back to last week… we can say
that Jesus is God because He’s the second person of the Trinity - God the
Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  Each are their own Person, and
yet at the same time, they are one.  God is a Triune God, meaning that He is
three in one.

So when the Second Person of the Trinity came down in the flesh, as John
chapter 1 puts it, that’s Jesus - 100% human and at the same time 100% God.
And as God, the second Person of the Trinity, in the flesh, He identifies Himself
as the TRUE vine.

He also says that…

III. John 15:1 - I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener.

As a gardener, it’s the Father who cuts off the dead branches and prunes the
good branches.  That’s easy enough to understand, but there’s something here
we probably miss…

In the ancient world, Kings were often referred to as gardeners.  Kings being
referred to as gardeners in the OT isn’t always super clear, but we do have a
bunch of references to Kings Gardens in the OT.  But outside the Old Testament,
there are plenty of ancient texts from Near Eastern cultures that refer to kings as
gardeners.
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It’s a lot like the Shepherd imagery in the Old Testament.  The Shepherd provides
for His sheep.  The King, as the gardener, provides for his people.

My point here is that when Jesus refers to God the Father as the Gardener, first
century readers might have seen this as more than just an agricultural
reference… they may have also seen it as a reference to royalty!

And so, as the Gardener, their King, God the Father cuts off every branch in
Jesus that bears no fruit.

Who are the branches? That’s us!

John 15:5-8 - “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in
you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not
remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such
branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me
and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be
my disciples.

So there are branches that produce fruit.  Those branches are healthy; they grow
in the light.  But there are also branches that aren’t producing fruit.  They’ve
hidden themselves from the light and are dying.  The Father cuts them off from
the vine.

Earlier this week I watched a documentary on vineyards because honestly… I
didn’t really know anything about growing grapes.

I learned that the dead branches are cut off because they get in the way of the
healthy branches.  They’re a threat to the survival of the healthy branches.  And
when they’re cut, they fall to the ground, but they’re not left on the ground.
Vineyard workers take the dead branches and burn them.

They have to burn them because the dead branches somehow (I forget) attract
pests that could infect the whole crop if they’re left on the ground.
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For the past few years Amanda and I have had something called the tree of
heaven growing in our yard.  We had a few trees of heaven taken down, but you
can’t just cut them down because the roots continue to grow and sprout up
through the grass.

We’ve had plenty of sprouts, and we’d just pull them out.  But then we’d put them
in a bucket, and we’d usually throw them in our firepit because if we just tossed
them down our hill, they could still get into the soil and spread.

The reason it’s a big deal is because the tree of heaven isn’t really a tree - it’s a
weed. It’s a weed that attracts pests like spotted lantern flies.  And if you know
what those are, then you know they like to eat whatever plants you have.

So, it’s a similar situation in the vineyard.  Apparently it’s super hard work to keep
a vineyard healthy, because it all has to be done by hand.  Even today with all
our modern technology, healthy branches have to be pruned by hand so that they
can continue to grow and produce fruit.

And so Jesus says that His disciples are like these healthy branches.  They’re
already being pruned by the Father.  In fact, Jesus said they were clean because
of the word Jesus spoke to them.  In other words, God uses His Word as the
sharp tool that prunes us, and makes us more holy - more like Him.

We can’t do that on our own.  That’s what Jesus meant when He said, “apart
from me you can do nothing.”  In other words, we can’t produce healthy fruit (or
good works) without Jesus.  Without Jesus, the things we do will never be truly
good.  Without Jesus, we’re as good as dead branches reserved for the fire.

So!  If you can, circle all the times John 15:1-11 uses the word “remain” or
“abide.”

[Remain] Both come from the same Greek word, meno, which means “to
continue in a certain state, condition or activity.”

So all throughout this passage Jesus is urging His followers to continue in Him -
remain in Him - abide in Him.  It’s about continuing to live a life of believing
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loyalty in Jesus.  It’s more than just head knowledge… We trust Jesus with our
lives by remaining loyal to Him out of our love for Him.

He says, “If you remain in me [continue living a life of believing loyalty in Jesus]
and I in you, you will bear much fruit … If you do not remain in me, you are like a
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown
into the fire and burned.”

So, there’s clearly a choice here - a choice to remain in Jesus or not.  I felt that
this language of “remaining in Jesus” is really important, so if you turn your
sermon notes over to the discussion questions, you’ll find a deeper study on this
idea of remaining in Jesus.  But for now, let’s keep reading…

John 15:9-17 - “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in
my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have
kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so
that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is
this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this:
to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I
command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his
master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned
from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I
chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will
last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This
is my command: Love each other.

What’s probably the most important word in these verses?

Love!

It’s used 9 times.  And look at verses 12 and 17… It’s like the whole passage is
sandwiched between the same command - love each other!

How do we love each other?  We remain in the love of Jesus by keeping His
commands.  And out of that, our love for each other will be the fruit we produce.
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And what does love look like?  Real love looks like someone who is willing to lay
down their life for their friend.

And that’s exactly what Jesus was willing to do for His followers.  When He went
to the cross, He laid down His life for His friends.  He sacrificed His own life so
that when anyone puts their faith in Him, they’re forgiven of their sins.

I love the language of being grafted in that Paul uses in Romans 11.  In that
chapter he talks about Gentiles (people not Jewish) who were like wild olive
shoots that were now grafted into the root because of their belief.

It’s the same for us… if we believe in Jesus, we’re grafted into His family tree.
And we remain in His family tree through faith.  Paul says some of the Israelites
were branches that were broken off the root because of their unbelief.

But for those that have broken off the root (or the vine), Paul says that God is
able to graft them in again.  In other words, people may turn from God, but
because of God’s kindness, He’s always ready with open arms to accept them
back.

And so, I think one of today’s takeaways is obvious: Remain in Jesus.  We ought
to pray that we all remain in Jesus.  But even if some don’t, we should still
continue to pray for them because there’s always hope.

Another takeaway is what we’re about to sing…

When we remain in Jesus, we continue growing in our faith, and in doing so
we’re also acknowledging our complete dependence on Him.

Whatever is going on, the continual question for any Christian should be: Jesus,
what’s Your will in this situation?

And even if His will isn’t clear, we can still ask for strength, because, as a King
from a long time ago once said:
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“The Lord is my Shepherd, I lack nothing … Even though I walk through the
darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for You are with me, your rod and your staff, they
comfort me.”

Let’s Pray


