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Seeking God’s Kingdom — Going Deeper
Part 27 — “Wanting Answers More Than God” — 6.05.26
Main Scripture: 1 Samuel 28

=] Fear and the Silence of God — 1 Samuel 28:5-6

* (v5—6) Saul was terrified when he saw the Philistine army

» Dreams, Urim, and prophets were normal ways Israel sought God's guidance
« Saul tried all three, but the LORD remained silent

* God had already spoken through Samuel in 1 Samuel 15:26-28

» Saul turned to God in desperation, but he had already rejected God's Word

=] Seeking Answers in the Wrong Place — 1 Samuel 28:7-14

* (v7) Saul sought a medium — someone who contacted the dead

* (Exodus 22:18, Leviticus 19:31, 20:27) Israel was commanded not to seek mediums
« Saul disguised himself and traveled to Endor to seek guidance apart from God

-] Elohim and Samuel's Message — 1 Samuel 28:13-19

* (v13) elohim = beings whose "home address" is the spiritual realm

* (v14) Saul recognized the elohim as Samuel

* (v16—18) Samuel repeated what Saul already knew: the LORD rejected him as king
* (v19) Samuel announced that Saul, his sons, and Israel would fall to the Philistines

] Wanting Answers More Than God — 1 Samuel 28

* (v9, 12, 15, 16) Four "Why?" questions exposed Saul's:

— violence, deception, rebellion, and refusal to accept God's will

* (Deuteronomy 18:13) "blameless" # perfection

— It's a wholehearted belonging to the LORD / a loyal love for God alone
» Saul wanted answers more than he wanted God

=] Trusting the Shepherd — Psalm 23

» David also faced fear, uncertainty, and unanswered questions

* (Psalm 22:2; Psalm 13:1) David cried out honestly to God in prayer

* (Psalm 23) David could say, "The LORD is my shepherd, | lack nothing."

» When surrounded by enemies, David trusted God's presence and guidance

=] Main Takeaway: Do we want Jesus more than we want answers?

=] Next Step: Where are you most tempted to look for answers, control, or security
instead of trusting in the presence and wisdom of Jesus?
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