
 
 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
Goodness, what a whirlwind the last few weeks have been! We’ve experienced devastation through the tornado that 
ripped through our towns, and now we’re facing fear and uncertainty with the Coronavirus rapidly spreading. It’s easy to 
become discouraged and lose focus at times like this, but we’ve also seen so much good happening, so many lending a 
hand, giving of their time and resources, and praying with and loving on people. New friendships have been formed, and 
souls have been won for Christ!  
 
So many churches become complacent over time; they lose that sense of family and togetherness and just come in and 
out at the appointed times. They lose not just the understanding that we SHOULD gather, but the DESIRE to BE TOGETHER. 
But not Shiloh! Our hearts are heavy knowing we can’t gather corporately right now to continue celebrating all that God 
is doing. We all miss the hugs, the handshakes, and the warm smiles and laughter of our family. And if we’re honest, we’re 
thankful for that aching in our hearts, because we know the aching will encourage us to be steadfast in our worship and 
continued prayer for each other and make the reunion all the more sweet when we can be together again.  
 
Having said all that, we’d like to offer a reminder of the WONDER we’ve experienced during these times: 
 

• We are officially one year old! God knitted together a body of believers that truly love one another and serve 
with glad hearts. The things that have been accomplished in the year since our launch are nothing short of a 
miracle, and all have been accomplished for His glory!  

• We initiated a “soft launch” of our Tomorrow’s Gifts Today Campaign! When we first launched our Campaign, 
we didn’t have a specific location or starting point; we just knew we needed to be obedient to give and God would 
reveal His plan. In just a short time, those gifts grew to $250,000! 

• We completed Phase I of Intentional Giving to Tomorrow’s Gifts Today! At the Long-Range Planning Team’s 
request, we initiated Phase I of intentional giving. We knew God had a plan and a place, we just needed to have 
the funds available when He revealed it. In just one month, we grew the TGT account to over $750,000, and God 
brought the rain to the fields that we prepared! 

• We voted to purchase 26 acres of land (our new home)! What an overwhelming sense of excitement we 
experienced when God revealed the place He has for us and that it happened to be the “Big Dream” that so many 
of us hoped for! We have such a loving Father who knows our hearts and cares and provides for us beyond 
anything we expect! 

 
We’ve been working diligently since our last Business Meeting to secure the land purchase. With this in mind, and 
especially since our giving history is important for the procurement of financing, it’s essential we trust that God maintains 
control and has the authority over these times and circumstances and continue our worship through regular tithes and 
offerings. Electronic giving is the easiest method (https://www.churchofficegiving.com/app/giving/myshilohbaptist), or 
you may mail to P.O. Box 65, Hermitage, TN 37076. Please feel free to call any one of us if you need assistance. 
 
As we approach the coming weeks, we must be safety conscious and comply with the request not to hold public gatherings. 
Therefore, all services and studies will be suspended through March 29, and we will reevaluate at that time. Please know 
we are exploring alternative ways to share God’s Word with you on both Sundays and Wednesdays. Stay tuned for more 
information and know that your pastoral staff is in constant prayer for you, and that your calls, texts, and e-mails are a 
most welcome greeting at any time!  
 
Be still, 
 
Pastor Chuck 
Lonnie Wilkey, Chair, Deacon Body 
Kevin Corkern, Chair, Long-Range Planning Team 
Josh Shamblin, Treasurer 

https://www.churchofficegiving.com/app/giving/myshilohbaptist

