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monthly devotional
to encourage you in your walk with Jesus

Our son Cyprus turned 9 a couple weeks ago. He begged to have a party where he could invite
“some” friends over. In my mind “some” was like 5 or 6, but due to classroom invitation rules, the count
ended up at 13 once the RSVPs were in. Initially, this was fine. We have a big back yard, and this is a
better number for kickball anyway. We started to get worried as the day approached and the
weather forecast was holding steady at 80+% chance of rain. Our house cannot reasonably
accommodate 14 2nd grade boys. It may seem silly, but Seth & I started praying for good weather for
the party. Seth just asked for 1 hour, but I went for it and asked for all 3. By midmorning, the forecast
was showing that the first hour would be clear, then slowly throughout the day the rain % started to
drop and the start time was postponed. 

The party started, the boys had a great time, and we didn’t get a single drop of rain. The weather
was actually sunny and just cool enough so that the boys weren’t hot sweaty messes. Now this isn’t the
kind of story where you declare a birthday miracle. No one was delivered from the brink of death or
a grave diagnosis miraculously reversed. A group of boys had an amazing time at a 9 year old’s
birthday party. There was kickball, Mario Kart, and ice cream cake…what more could you ask for. 

God does big things for sure, but much more often he does small things that we don’t always take time
to notice or appreciate. If the forecast hadn’t looked bad, we probably wouldn’t have thought much
about the day turning out so beautiful. But each beautiful day we get to enjoy is a blessing that we
haven’t earned and don’t deserve. Obviously when God delivers on the big things, we pay attention
and are grateful. It is the infinite number of small things that we often miss. But seeing God’s
intentionality and faithfulness in the small things are the times I feel most loved. We sing this worship
song with the line “Your goodness is running after, it’s running after me.” I love that line because it
floors me to think that the creator of the universe is pursuing me, but he does. Paul tells us in Ephesians
that God is immeasurably more than we ask or imagine and is able to bless us abundantly. The
abundance can come in the form of a huge miracle or in a bunch of small seemingly insignificant
ways that demonstrates his love for us. Either way, we need eyes to see it so that we can be blessed
by it and respond with the gratitude and thankfulness he deserves.

Lord, thank you for your abundant blessings…big and small.

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine… Ephesians 3:20
And God is able to bless you abundantly... 2 Corinthians 9:8

Every good and perfect gift is from above… James 1:17
The LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness… Exodus 34:6
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