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New Mission Statement:
Rooted in God’s grace, we grow loving relationships
with Jesus and one another to serve the world.
For the past year, the Church Council has been reflecting our core mission
and purposes as a congregation. We looked at the church’s previous mission
and vision statements; we prayed; we reflected on God’s Word and God’s
mission for our church. Out of this reflection grew the new logo and tagline:
Rooted and Growing. This summer the Council set aside time for discernment
and settled on the above wording of a new Identity, Mission and Vision
Statement. In this article, I want to share with you a bit more about the mission
statement.
We grow loving relationships with Jesus: As a church, we have a unique
calling to cultivate a relationship with God in Jesus Christ. In a world hungry
for relationship, no other institution on earth has this calling. We proclaim
Christ crucified and risen for the victory over all the obstacles that stand in the
way of our relationship with God: Sin, death and the devil and all the forces of
evil.
Rooted in God’s grace: Furthermore, as Christians, specifically Lutheran
Christians, we can offer great clarity on this relationship: It comes as a gift
from God, given to us without our own achievement, popularity, wealth, moral
goodness or virtue. God has freely given his son to die for us and sends us
the Holy Spirit.
We grow loving relationships with each other: However, we do not simply
foster individuals in their own walk with God. We are cultivating a community
of believers, among whom faith is grown. We believe that as Christians we
have a unique capacity to cultivate community. In an age of anxiety, we offer
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the world a community of grace. In an age of division, we offer the world a
community of forgiveness. In an age of cynicism, we offer the world a
community of hope because Jesus lives and his Spirit is active in the
world. In an age of self-promotion, we offer the world a community
dedicated to serving others.
To serve the world: When it comes to serving others, God’s love for us
inspires and shapes us to serve others. This service comes about in our daily
life: in our homes, our families, our schools, our sports fields, our music concert
halls, our community service organizations, our work places and in our church.
We foster discipleship that is lived outside of the church walls. We also offer
opportunities to serve our neighbor, ideally in transformational partnerships,
not just transactional giving.
****
This mission statement is actually not the first statement we first worked on.
We first developed an identity statement, a reflection of God’s presence and
mission among us. We do not have a mission apart from God’s work in this
world! We then expanded on this to work out a vision statement, a reflection on
the core ways in which we seek to live out this mission statement.
In the coming months we will be sharing more of the identity, mission and
vision statements. In fact, on Rally Sunday, Sept 8, from 10-10:30, as the
children are meeting their Sunday School teachers, I will make a presentation
on the mission of the congregation, who we are and where the Council is
discerning God is leading us! We welcome you to pancakes, happy kids and
reflection on what God is up to in our midst.
- Pastor Rob

MUSIC
CONCERT SERIES
St. Paul Church is pleased to
announce the first event in our 20192020 Concert Series season! Concert
Series events are offered at no cost to
the community and are funded by the
generosity of our concert series
patron and free-will offerings.

SUSQUEHANNA SLIDE
EXPRESS
Coming to St. Paul on Sunday,
November 10th at 3 pm. The
Susquehanna Slide Express is a
South-Central PA trombone ensemble
comprised of professional musicians
with a wealth of experience. Their
repertoire
includes
Renaissance,
Baroque, Classical, and sacred music.
In addition the concert will include
marches,jazz, and patriotic pieces with
added percussion!

Thank you to our summer
musicians who shared their
gifts of music!

Ann Ahlers * Karen Bitzer
Daniel Brye * Jane and Peter
Brye *Sarah Charles * Don
Drenner * Hayden Eby * Kendall
Eby *Sue Long * Magdalena
Turner *Audrey Myallis *
Susanna Myallis * Anika Weaver
*Bruce Weaver * VBS Kids *
Jubilate Bells & Children's
Chimes

HAND BELLS
& CHIMES
Join us for a new season of ringing in
September!
Adults
Jubilate Handbell Ringers
Mondays 7-8 pm
Begins Sept. 16th

Kids (2nd grade & up)
Children's Chimes
Mondays 4:30 - 5:15 pm
Begins Sept. 23

All Ages
Introduction to Handbells
Sept 23, 5:30 - 6:15 pm

Contact
Gloria Oberkehr
717.626.4709
goberkehr@stpaullititz.net

St. Paul Youth

Welcome Back!

Many of you already know me, but my name
is Johnna McCormick and I am the new Youth
Ministry Coordinator at St. Paul. I served in
this capacity from 2016-2018 and I am
excited to be back. I grew up at St. Paul and
enjoyed being a part of the confirmation and
youth group programs as a teen. I look
forward to getting to know you this year and
helping you learn to grow in faith and lean on
your relationships with each other and God to
navigate these special years of your life.

On Sunday September 8th, we will kick off the
new Sunday School year by hosting a
pancake breakfast beginning at 9:15 am.
Donations will benefit our summer mission
trip.

Paint Night!
Our annual Paint Night with the Senior
Shepherds, hosted by Jen’s Pottery Den,
will be on Sunday September 15th from
6:30-8 in the social hall. We will be
painting bowls to be donated for the
Lititz Empty Bowls Dinner. Please sign
up in the narthex.

The 2019 Empty Bowls Dinner will benefit Peter’s Porch, a
ministry operating out of 4 different church sites providing
free breakfasts on Saturday mornings as well as a food and
clothing pantry. All youth will have an opportunity to
serve breakfast at Peter’s Porch Zion Akron. High school
will serve on Saturday September 21st and the middle
school group on Saturday October 19th. Please sign up in
the Narthex.

ALIVE MIDDLE SCHOOL
RETREAT

Youth (grades 6-8) are invited to join us & other Lutheran
churches for the ALiVE Middle School Synod Retreat at
Camp Nawakwa September 27th-29th. We will enjoy
activities including games, music, sports, campfires and
more in a beautiful outdoor setting. Cost is $50 per child.
Please sign up no later than September 4th.

New Youth Meeting Format
Beginning in September, we will be using a new day and format for
Youth Group meetings. Meetings will take place on the 2nd and 4th
Wednesday of each month from 6:30-8 pm in the youth room for all
youth in grades 7-12. After a brief intro, Middle School and High
School students will break out into separate groups for the bulk of
the meeting.
In September, there will be a Sports - Fitness meeting with Eric
Wagaman who is a Phys. Ed teacher. In October, we will be in the
kitchen with Nancy Boyer baking cornbread muffins for the Lititz
Empty Bowls Dinner. Nancy is a retired Family and Consumer Science
Teacher. This new format should give all youth a diverse learning
experience while creating opportunities for new intergenerational
relationships.

Adult Education

Adult Education

MID YEAR
FINANCIAL UPDATE
GENERAL FUND
Finances for the church remain very strong.
Through the end of June, we have received $291,431 in general
fund income and spent $279,621. The means we are running a
surplus of nearly $12,000. The nearly $280K in expenses
includes $10K of 2018 expenses. Therefore, our year to date
surplus is arguably closer to $22,000.
The income is greater than we had budgeted; the spending is
lower than we had budgeted. We thank everyone for their
commitment and generosity to the church.
However…we know that summer typically sees a slowdown in
giving; we still have a social hall roof to pay for this summer
(roughly $16,000); we also we will hire a financial assistant to
work more hours than the current ‘interim’ financial assistant is
providing.

AUDIT
In preparation for an external audit, we asked a group of three
people: Pam Formica, Debbie Herr and Kevin Martzell to do an
internal audit. This included gathering documents, assessing
processes and examining both statements and transactions.
They have done an amazing job; the task proved greater than
originally anticipated. They are wrapping up their 6 months of
work and will present the finance committee with a number of
recommendation in September. Thank you to the audit subcommittee!!

MID YEAR FINANCIAL UPDATE
CONTINUED
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
Through the first six months, the capital campaign has collected $
44K. We have spent $ 63K. When the final bills from the summer
work are paid, we will assess how much is left in pledges vs
expected cost of work on the back parking lot to determine next
steps. It was fantastic to see the lot in the front!

INSURANCE
We have done a thorough review of our insurance policy,
updating our coverages. The insurance coverage for the
church is extensive. We thank Roger Moyer and the finance
committee for their work on our insurance policy.
We give thanks for all who donated to the St. Paul
Capital Campaign.
As a result of these generous donations, we were able to
complete various projects this summer such as replacing
our parking lots & repairing our stained glass windows.
Thank you for your commitment & support of our
beautiful building & campus!
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