
John 9:1-41         Listening to the Ignored 

Study questions for home and group, March 22 

One can read the whole chapter, but the focus this week is verses 1-12, even 1-8. 

There are no ice breaker questions, but it’s worth checking in after this week.  What were 
people’s highs and lows?  How are people doing!! 

1. A haunting question begins the chapter:  “Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he 
was born blind.” 

a. Do you ever assume that when something bad happens to someone they have 
done something wrong? 

b. Those asking are focusing on blame instead of goodness.  Reflect on how you see 
the blame game at work now in our culture.  Do you feel yourself wanting to 
blame someone? 

c. Jesus flips the question, saying that all of this has happened in order that God’s 
work may be revealed.  When you reflect on the Corona Virus situation, where 
might you see God’s work (for good!) in the midst of all the challenges? 
 

2. Jesus has the man dip his body in a pool called sent.  The word sent appears three times 
in just a few words.  Jesus refers to God as the one who sent him; John tells us the name 
of the pool called “sent” in Hebrew and in Greek (which we read both of them in 
English).  Can you think of any other verses in John’s Gospel (or any Gospel) where Jesus 
sends out his disciples?  (Hint John 3:17, 20:21) 

a. There are many verses in which Jesus talking about sending!  Jesus is again and 
again declaring that he has been sent; likewise, he is sending out his disciples.  Do 
you consider yourself sent out each week to serve as a disciple?  Have you ever 
considered Baptism as the rite of sending, in which a person is claimed by God so 
that they might be sent out again and again into this world? 

b. What does it mean to be “sent” by God as a disciple when you cannot leave your 
home (or go many places!) 

 
3. Jesus sees the blind man, both in the beginning when he is unintentionally ignored by 

people and at the end, when he is intentionally ignored (vs 35). 
a. Who are people that our society tends to ignore?  Unintentionally?  Intentionally? 
b. Jesus is opening the eyes of the blind man.  The eyes of many in the town remain 

closed.  During this Corona Virus time, to whom have your eyes been opened?  
Whose plight have you become more aware of?  Who are you no longer ignoring? 


