
S t .  P a u l  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h

As I looked out at the congregation at the 8:15 service the other week, I was struck by who
was in the room. There were so many new faces -- I would estimate fully 1/3 of the people
attending that Sunday were not attending at St. Paul eighteen months ago. Many also
were “missing.” Then there was a group, almost as big as the group in the room, who have
come online to worship. We have been in a season of comings and goings at St. Paul. Psalm
121 reminds us that in such seasons, the Lord watches over us.

Many people are coming to St. Paul. Thanks in large part to the vaccine, people have been
able to resume worshipping in person. There is such joy as people return to worship for
the first time in months.  Our attendance has almost (but not quite) returned to pre-COVID
levels. We have a number of visitors; we also welcomed 6 households to St. Paul in May.
We will also have baptisms from 4 families in May and in June. Each week, more than 
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“THE LORD WILL WATCH YOUR COMINGS

AND YOUR GOINGS FOREVER MORE.”  

 PSALM 121



fifty people worship with us online! We rejoice that we
can worship indoors, outdoors and online; we pray that
the Holy Spirit will continue to draw us together to
worship the crucified yet risen Lord.

Sadly, many people are also stepping away from St. Paul.
Several people moved out of the area, others joined the
church triumphant, others got out of the church habit
and others left for how we handled the pandemic. We
pray blessings on those who have chosen to move on
from St. Paul. Many people beyond St. Paul are in a
season of changing their churches as well, assessing
whether to come or go. It is a reminder that it is a great
season to invite people. This includes members of St. Paul
who have stopped coming and people who don’t have a
church home. Do the work of the Holy Spirit and invite
them!

It is also a season of comings and goings as many will go
on vacation. After COVID, we  rejoice in the ability to
travel, see family, friends and be anywhere but our zoom
screen!  Our church staff will be taking significant
vacations this summer. We need time to recharge our
batteries for what promises to be a bustling fall.

It is also a season of coming and going for the staff. We
say goodbye to Vicar Emmy Schreiber as she  completes
her MDiv degree from Luther Seminary this May. It has
been such a blessing to see her grow these past two years
and we look forward to attending her ordination! We also
say goodbye to Pam Drenner, who is retiring in August. I
humbly offer the words of Jesus to Pam: “Well done, good
and faithful servant.” I rejoice that I got to be the last
pastor whom Pam taught how to be a Pastor 😉

May the Lord bless our comings and goings this Summer.
~ Pastor Rob
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8:15 Indoor: masks optional
with one area designated as
mask required. 

10:00 Outdoor: masks
optional with one area
designated as mask required.
rainy Sundays will be held
in the sanctuary.

Summer  Sunday 

Worship Schedule

 



FOND FAREWELLS
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Dear St. Paul music ministry colleagues, 

 

Early in May, I submitted my resignation letter

to congregation council president Peter Brye

and Pastor Rob. After much discernment, I am

retiring from the position of Director of Music

effective August 30, 2021.  My last Sunday

playing for worship will be August 15.   

 

I look forward to my time of retirement with

mixed emotions of joy and sadness.  I began my

church music ministry in 1976.  Don has been

my faithful partner in marriage and music

ministry since 1981.  With joy, we look forward

to a new beginning; having time and flexibility

of schedule to travel, pursue our hobbies, and

be with family and friends. The ending of my

time as St. Paul's Director of Music brings me

some sadness. I will miss being a part of the

staff team led by Pr. Rob and collaborating in

ministry with the musicians of all ages at St.

Paul. You have helped keep worship music

alive at St. Paul! In my four years at St. Paul I

have been blessed by your graciousness,

generous spirit, energy, and faithfulness. I am

deeply grateful for my friendship and musical

partnership with you.

 

Rebuilding the post-pandemic music ministry at

St. Paul will take an abundance of time, skill,

energy, and imagination.  You will remain in my

thoughts and prayers as you move forward in

that ministry.  Keep a joyful song in your hearts!

God's peace, 

Pam

Dear St. Paul, 

The past two years of my seminary internship have

been such an amazing journey and I thank you all

so much for being on that journey with me! I feel so

privileged to have worked with a congregation that

has seen so many changes within the two years of

my education and has met each of these changes

armed with the bold courage of the gospel. All of

your support, encouragement, and mentorship has

helped shape the person I am today and helped

me hear the call to ministry with even more

strength. 

As I move into this next phase of life post-

graduation, I will be starting a clinical pastoral

education residency with York Wellspan Hospital,

which means that I will be working as a hospital

chaplain for a year. All of this is an educational

experience that is also a building block for

chaplaincy, should I feel called to that line of

ministry. I am excited for the opportunity to work in

a clinical setting and see the ways in which I am

called to serve God’s people within this new

community. 

I thank you all so much for the time and space that

you have offered me in my time at St. Paul! I feel so

blessed to have this space that has shaped my

pastoral identity and leadership in such amazing

ways. I am excited to take the opportunities that I

have had at St. Paul to further spread the love and

gospel of Jesus Christ to new communities and

people. Together we have laughed, cried, and

rejoiced in the love that was first shown to us by

God. 

Peace, 

Vicar Emmy Schreiber



Kids Springing into New Life!
Celebrating Easter brought the return to in-person, outside Sunday School for kids!
We met safely in warm & cool weather, happy to play with fr iends and teachers
again. Sunday School continued to offer a Zoom option for chi ldren at home too.
Our Butterf ly Theme for Easter has "taken f l ight" this Spring as we crafted and
created Butterf l ies sold by donation on Pentecost. Trivents, garden stones,
wreaths, magnets and more - al l  proceeds are going to the creation of a Monarch
Waystation at St. Paul! We also enjoyed Ms. Penny's visi ts during the Children's
Sermons this season, our puppet Butterf ly who was voiced by many (even speaking
Chinese on Mission/Outreach Sunday).  

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
Deacon Emily Myallis
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Butterfly crafting with Team 56

Preschool butterfly crafting5th Grade Faith Step-Stone

Earth Day at Camp Kirchenwald



CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
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BY HEART
CHALLENGE

KIRCHENWALD COMES TO ST. PAUL

LEGO
BUILDER
FRIDAYS1

DETAILS CAN BE FOUND ON
OUR WEBSITE:

STPAULLITITZ.NET/KIDS 
OR CONTACT DEACON EMILY

SCIENCE SQUAD

PLAYDATE & PICNIC

JUNE 21-25



Highlight: Splash! Parents Small Group
Three groups meet on Sunday mornings for faith formation with a focus on families
and parenting. Families in Faith has graduated to the teenage stage and Talk and Tots
are no longer parenting tots! (Look for them to rally under a new name in September.)

The newest group is parenting the youngest children from birth through age 3. They
are called Splash in conjunction with the faith formation stage of their children who
begin their discipleship with baptism. In fact, three of their babies were baptized
within two weeks! 

This group exists for friendship and support of one another as they seek to live and
grow in faith together in their families. Friendships formed since the group began
meeting over Zoom in the spring are already taking it to the streets to push strollers
together and group texting to celebrate the births of the newest arrivals.

Even visitors have expressed interest in participating in the Splash small group, and
they are welcome! Perhaps one of the events that St. Paul will host specifically for
Splash this summer can be a point of entry:

Moms’ Night Out: Thursday, June 3 at 8pm. Moms with kids are invited for a Young
Ladies Night "Out" at the St. Paul pavilion/yard. Bring a chair and a church-friendly
beverage for some female fellowship!

Playdate: Saturday, June 5 from 8:30am-10am. Parents with little ones (0-3) & their
older siblings are welcome to a Playdate at the St. Paul playground! You'll have your
own private play area! Bring a chair/blanket and consider grabbing some coffee to go.
Parents can visit while kiddos play.

Potluck Picnic—just for families with a 0-3 child—on Wednesday, July 14 at 6pm at
St. Paul’s Pavilion.  

FAITH FORMATION
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Kimberly Todd, Adult Education and Small Group Coordinator

Deacon Emily and Pastor Rob Zooming with the
Splash small group of parents.



 

How to get involved: Contact the
church off ice: off ice@stpaull i t i tz.net  

WITTLE FARM

Non-church way to describe this: 
Planting, weeding & harvesting work for
all ages. This 10 acre community farm
near Elizabethtown grows nearly 15,000
lbs of food a year for people in poverty.   

Commitment: Pastor Matt organizes
planting three days a week, on Tuesday,
Thursday and Saturday. Volunteers
choose date and time.
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SERVE AT ST. PAUL

OFFICE HELP

Non-church way to describe this:  
 Answer phones, greet visi tors, l ight
off ice duties.

Commitment :  One morning a week, or  
every other week.  

How to get involved:  Contact Deanna
Wyand: dwyand@stpaull i t i tz.net  
626-4709

ASSISTING MINISTER
 

Non-church way to describe this:  The
person who leads three prayers during
worship and helps with Holy Communion.

Commitment: Typically, one Sunday
every other month.  

How to get involved: Contact Wayne
Gongaware: wayneg397@comcast.net  
615-5249.

SERVING THOSE IN NEED
 

Non-church way to describe this: There
are a handful of ministries through St. Paul
or our partner ministries that interact with
people in poverty. These can vary from
Power Packs (almost not direct contact with
people), Peter’s Porch (once a month
interaction or behind the scenes) or Bridge
of Hope (mentoring).

Commitment: Varies

How to get involved: Contact Kim Todd 
ktodd@stpaullititz.net

 “The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” – Gandhi

ALTAR GUILD
 

Non-church way to describe this:  The
people who help set up for Holy
Communion. 

Commitment: Typically, one Sunday a
month. There are three time slots (set
up for early, clean up from early/set up
for late, and clean up after late). We
really need help doing the Holy
Communion outside.

How to get involved: Contact Gayle
Stauffer: gtstauf@ptd.net  626-4109



St. Paul Lutheran Church
200 W. Orange St. 
Lititz, PA 17543


