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 From Pastor Derek 

Right now the housing market is hopping. This means people are opening up their houses for 

tours from prospective buyers that want to make a house their home! They might drive by and 

get a front porch view and like what they see. That motivates them to walk through the front 

door and tour all of the rooms and closets that the house has to offer. Of course the homeowner 

and realtor have made sure that the house is in perfect condition...at least at first glance! 

 

What if someone just happened to show up and look at the house? What would be the condition 

of the house?  Would they still be interested?   

 

Our experience of grace can be a lot like an open house. We taste and see that the Lord is good 

by driving by and moving to the front porch. On the front porch we sit. We talk. Faith is pretty 

simple, but at some point God leads us to the front door of the house and invites us in. At this 

point we have a decision to make. Do we go in? Do we let God in? Do we stay on the front 

porch? If we decide to walk through the door the tour really begins and God gets to              

meddling. We see the living room...the kitchen...the bedroom...the bathroom, and yes the closets 

where all the stuff is hidden. We get to see it all and then we realize that just as God has invited 

us into his heart we have invited God into our heart as well. That kitchen is my kitchen. That 

closet is my closet and through God’s grace whether we are on the front porch, at the door or 

touring the house God is making us more like him as our house and heart are open to God. 

 

Join us on a three week sermon series entitled “Open House.” We will be looking at how God uses 

the process of grace (prevenient, justifying and sanctifying) to come and make our hearts God’s 

home. Each week we will sing songs, heart testimonies and teaching on how letting God into  

every area of our life really brings out the best in all of us.   

 

September 5:    Open House:  Front Porch Sitting--a look at Prevenient Grace 

 

September 12:  Open House:  Come on in--a look at Justifying Grace 

 

September 19:  Open House:  Let’s Take a Tour--a look at Sanctifying Grace 

 

 COVID Update from Medical and Safety 

Thank you for living into the recommendations and guidelines our Medical and Safety Team have 

put into practice as we respond to COVID-19. Below is our current guidelines and recommenda-

tions. We review these weekly based of CDC, Health Dept, State and Kentucky Annual Conference 

Guidelines. 

 

Medical and Safety Team Guidance 

 

• We highly recommend that all people wear a mask at indoor group functions at Crestwood 

United Methodist Church.  

• All staff will be wearing a mask at indoor group functions.  

• All people 4-17 and those working with children and youth are required to wear a mask at 

indoor church functions for the next thirty days. This is for all activities for ages 4-17 at    

Crestwood United Methodist Church.  

• Youth and Children’s Ministry will be meeting outside whenever possible.  

• Preschool staff and students are required to wear a mask so if you are in the fellowship hall 

or CLC during preschool hours you must wear a mask.  

• We encourage ministry teams and classes to meet outside whenever possible. If you need 

help setting up chairs and tables someone will gladly assist you. 
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From the Church Office 

Giving for August: $52,225 

    Giving for 2021:  $416,437  Budget Needed:  $424,205 

With the new surge in Covid around the county and the state, we are recommending that you 

please wear a mask on Sunday and when you are indoors on campus. Please note, if you are in the 

preschool areas while preschool is in session, masks are required. No exceptions. We appreciate 

your help with this during this challenging time.    

 September Meetings & Events 

MOPS—Sept 3—10:00AM 

Wednesday Night (GAFFA) Kickoff—Sept 8—5:30PM 

3rd Grade Bible Presentations—Sept 12 

SPRC Meeting—Sept 13 

Choir Retreat—Sept 18 

Upward Basketball Planning Meeting—Sept 19—12:15– CLC  

UMW Bake Sale—Sept 19—After both services 

Youth Messy Game Night—Sept 19 

United Methodist Women Meeting—Sept 21—3:30PM—CLC 

Meet the Children’s Choir Directors—Sept 22—6:30PM—CLC Breezeway 

Wednesday Night (GAFFA) Discipleship Program Returns—Sept 29—5:30PM CLC 

 Triple L Seniors—Living Longer and Loving It 

I want to let all church members know that our church and community has members who need 

companionship due to being homebound. I would like to develop a program called “Christian 

Companions.” This program will be designed to provide non-caregiving support, and focus on 

Christian Companionship for a friend visitor type service. 

The companions role can be to provide conversation, bring bible study materials, make cards to 

send others. The companion can be any age, from youth who need service hours, to children 

who’s parents take them to visit an “adopted grandparent.” Some of our younger retired seniors 

have also expressed an interest in becoming a companion to those who are homebound. If you 

have someone in mind who could benefit from this program and/or if you would like to get     

involved, please contact me by email and I’ll begin compiling a list of people and have a meeting 

to discuss how we can get something like this off the ground. 

Faithfully serving, 

Joy Tabler joytabler@gmail.com 

Become a Mentor Mom for MOPS 

Looking for a great way you can get involved? Our MOPS (Moms of Preschool Group is looking for 

“mentor moms” that serve as a support system to some of the moms in MOPS.  If you would like 

more information or to volunteer please contact Emilie Macke, MOPS Coordinator, at                

emiliemacke@gmail.com or Christy Baker at cnmbaker2@me.com.   

 

mailto:joytabler@gmail.com
mailto:emiliemacke@gmail.com
mailto:cnmbaker2@me.com
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Listening Sessions Update 

Listening Sessions Update 

 

Thank you so much for the great participation we have had with our listening sessions! Crestwood 

UMC is a unique church, filled with unique people who have a unique calling on their life!  We have 

had nine listening sessions so far with an attendance of 186 people. We had to cancel one        

listening session so we are scheduling a “Catch All Session” for Wednesday, September 15 from     

7-8pm at GAFFA--Wednesday Night Programming (Growth and Fellowship for All). At each listening 

session we ask the following questions: 

 

1.  What brought you to Crestwood UMC and what keeps you here? What do you love about 

CUMC? 

 

2. What is Crestwood United Methodist Church known for in the community 

 

3. What is our greatest opportunity? 

 

4. What could we be doing better? 

 

5. What is our biggest challenge? 

 

6.  If money isn’t an issue and we cannot fail..what is your big five year dream for Crestwood 

UMC and how are you involved? 

 

So what’s next? Over the month of September the Staff Parish and other CUMC Leaders will review 

what was said in the listening sessions to find missional themes. These themes will be turned into 

priorities for 2022-2023. Each of these priorities will have action plans and volunteer teams       

assigned to them for implementation. In October the results from the listening sessions will be 

presented in a three part sermon series focusing on our current reality, where we are going and 

how we will know when we get there!   

 

Thank you so much for your faithful participation in these listening and visioning sessions. It has 

been fun to listen to what the spirit is saying to the church! Crestwood UMC is a unique church, 

filled with unique people who have a unique calling on their life! 

 

We are looking for adults and youth to re-start the Cub Scout        

Program at CUMC. Cub Scouts is open to youth in Kindergarten 

through 5th Grade. Adults are needed to plan and direct activities of 

the Pack as well as to serve as Den Leaders.   

For any questions or to learn more, please contact  

Gordon Doden (gordon.doeden@atlasied.com 502.290.0060) or  

Jeff Moody (moody.jeff@gmail.com 919.247.6030).  

Cub Scouts 

mailto:gordon.doeden@atlasied.com
mailto:moody.jeff@gmail.com
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 Worship Corner 
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 Worship Corner 

 

Our children’s choir for 1
st

-5
th

 graders will be starting up 

on September 29
th

 on Wednesday nights from 6:30-7:00. 

This year we are excited that Heather Spoonamore will 

be leading this group in fun, worshipful music! We will 

have a “Meet Ms. Heather & Ms. Carol” time on Septem-

ber 22
nd

 from 6:30 to 7:00pm out under the breezeway 

by the gym. (Maybe she’ll bring her violin!) 

 

Our Preschool and Kindergarten group, the Sunbeam 

Choir, will be meeting with Ms. Carol Blair and Krystal 

Knuth starting September 29
th

, also from 6:30-7:00. Both 

groups typically practice in the 2 rooms at the end of the 

hallway in education building. If this changes due to CDC 

guidelines, we will make an announcement during the 

meal in the gym. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Christmas Canticles”  December 19
TH

 at 5pm 

A cantata of carols in four suites by Benjamin Harlan 

  

COMBINED CHOIRS FROM MT. TABOR UMC, COVENANT UMC,  

and CRESTWOOD UMC WITH ORCHESTRA 

 and CHILDREN’S SEGMENT!  
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Wednesday Evening GAFFA  

GREAT NEWS CUMC! 

  

GAFFA [Growth and Fellowship For All] returns on September 8, 2021. 

We will be grilling hamburgers and hotdogs for the entire church family. And, It’ s FREE! 

Please come and join us for the outdoor Kick-Off for Wednesday Evening programming for the   

remainder of 2021.  You will need to have your reservations for the meal in no later than end 

of day Sunday, September 5. We’re also asking several families to bring a freezer of homemade 

ice cream to share as dessert. If you can make ice cream, please indicate on your reservation and 

let Andy Sears know as soon as possible acsears5272@gmail.com. 

  

The first three weeks (September 8, 15 and 22) will be fellowship focused. We will spend those 

September evenings getting to better know each other and enjoying outdoor fellowship, weather 

permitting. The first GAFFA Wednesday, September 8, will be the cookout. September 15 will be 

picnic supper, with every family bringing their own picnic food (a basket for your own family only) 

& picnic blanket. The church will furnish the beverages. Again, it will be an evening of outdoor  

fellowship with the entire church family. On Wednesday, September 22, we plan to have food 

trucks in the church parking lot, providing the evening meal. Prior to that date, the food trucks’ 

menus will be available as you submit reservations. The cost of the meal will be “pay what you 

can”, with available financial support supplied by the church. 

  

Our discipleship hour will officially begin on Wednesday, September 29, and continuing through 

the remainder of 2021. We’re planning to offer a catered meal each week. Menu and cost will be 

announced prior to the reservation request. The meal will be offered beginning at 5:30PM until 

7:00PM. 

Programs for children, youth, adults and choir will be offered from 7:00PM until 8:00PM. 

  

Currently, we have three options for Growth and Fellowship: 

1. Pastor Derek will lead a session for discussion of the previous Sunday sermon. 

2. A Parenting Class will be offered by members of the Servants Class. 

3. A Hospitality Hour will be available for those wishing to enjoy church fellowship, and for those 

adults who rotate in and out of leadership in the Children's Hour. 

4. Children’s discipleship opportunities include 3 classes: (1) preschool, (2) kindergarten-2
nd

 

grade, and (3) 3
rd

 – 5
th

 grade class. These offerings are dependent upon the needed volunteers to 

help with each group. 

5. Adult Choir will meet each Wednesday from 6:30-7:45 pm for rehearsal in the Choir Room. 

   

Make plans now to join GAFFA on Wednesday evenings. 

Come refuel with the fellowship and fun for all! 

 

mailto:5272@gmail.com
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Crestwood Elementary Mission 

We have adopted Crestwood Elementary School again this year. We helped with school supplies, 

mulch for the playground, welcome bags for staff, a prayer walk and chalk art and a welcome back 

luncheon for staff. We collected 2 carloads of school supplies for students in need at Crestwood 

School. Our church bought and spread two huge truck loads of mulch on the school playground. 

We had a prayer walk and chalk art at Crestwood School the night before school started. Pastor 

Derek lead us in the prayer walk. Everyone helped with chalk art and messages to welcome the 

students on the first day of school. We made 90 welcome bags with treats and notes for teachers 

and staff for the first day of school. We ended the first week of school with a pizza luncheon for 

the faculty and staff.  

 

Thank you for helping love our neighbors and families.  

The Mission Team  
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Missions Team 

 

 

Crestwood Elementary School – Going back to school time!!  CUMC took over 

the Crestwood  Elementary campus with several activities to include mulching 

the playgrounds, a prayer walk, sidewalk chalk art, and a welcome back lunch-

eon for the teachers. God’s love was certainly poured over the students and 

teachers at Crestwood. Nice job CUMC! But there is more to come! Since we 

have adopted the Crestwood Elementary School, Bobbie Stoess is meeting regu-

larly with the PTA and principle to identify ways we can support the school,      

so look out for future opportunities to get involved! 

 

Costa Rica –As of now, there will be a 2022 trip.  We have 15 slots of 

which nearly half are filled. The signup sheet is in the narthex or reach 

out to Jim Powell or Christy Baker. In addition, there is a small group of 

people from CUMC and Ashland going down in October for Mary’s 

(Leader of Mission Center) retirement and to meet the new leadership.  

Please pray for these trips!  

 

CMA (Christian Mission Aid) – Sunday Sept. 26
th

 

CMA will be worshiping with us at the 11am ser-

vice. Please try to attend to hear from Debbie 

Kitchel and Kip Edwyn on the amazing work that 

they are doing in Africa. CUMC is an integral part 

of enabling food distribution, pastor training, 

providing bikes and many other activities that 

shows God’s love clear across the world!  

 

 

Operation Christmas Child (OCC) – November 15-22
nd

 is the collection 

week!  What is OCC?  Glad you asked: 

Over 9.1 Million (9,113,853) shoebox gifts donated worldwide in 2020    

Including 7,809,410 million shoebox gifts donated in the US in 2020  

Over 1.3 million came to faith through the Greatest Journey (a part of 

OCC) With a record-breaking 415,403 Build-A-Shoebox Online (BASBO) 

Including 658,627 shoeboxes gifts donated from the OCC Mid-South    

Region (Arkansas, Kentucky and Tennessee)  

 

CUMC is looking into becoming a drop off location, once again! Stay tuned for more information.  
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Children’s Ministry  

Beginning September 12 – New Children’s Church and Sunday School 

 

Children’s Church 

Children's Church for Preschoolers through 2nd graders is offered at the 9:00am and 11:00am     

worship services. 

 

Children's Church begins in the Sanctuary. Children attend worship with their families until after 

the Pastoral Prayer or Children's Moment. Then they leave together with the Children's Church  

Volunteers. They will walk downstairs to the Children's Church room. Children will hear the same 

scripture as their parents in a child friendly story or activity. The volunteers will bring the children 

back to the Sanctuary during the closing hymn. Children will return to sit with their parents. 

 

Communion Sunday is the first Sunday of each month. All children remain in worship to receive 

communion with their families. Children's Church does not meet on the first Sunday of each 

month. 

 

Sunday School 

10:00-10:45AM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Three age group classes: Preschool, Kindergarten - 2nd grade, 3rd - 5th grade 

 

Children will use the Cokesbury Deep Blue curriculum as a guide to explore families in the Bible, 

and find out what it means to be part of God's family! Children gather in large groups for the Bible 

story, music, and movement, then break into age-level small groups to dig deeper and apply the 

story to their daily lives.  

 

Beginning September 29 – New Children’s Wednesday Night Programming 

 

PROGRAM SCHEDULE BEGINS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29 

6:30 - 7:00pm Children's Choirs 

7:00 - 7:45pm Small groups 

 

Wednesday Small Groups 

Wednesday evening small groups are by age: Preschool, Kindergarten - 2nd grade, and 3rd-5th 

grade (Tweeners). Wednesday night small group is where children learn about growing and living 

out their faith. Beginning September 29, the children will begin a study on Worship. They will use 

this study to help them prepare and lead worship on Children's Sabbath Sunday, October 31. 

 

Tweeners 3rd-5th graders 

Tweeners/Parents Get to Know You Meeting 

Wednesday, September 8 6:30-7:00pm on the Playground 

 

Meet the Children's Choir Directors Wednesday, September 22 

6:30-7:00pm in the CLC Breezeway 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

 

3rd grade Bible Presentations—Sunday, September 12 

Fall Festival and Trunk or Treat—Sunday, October 24 

Children's Sabbath—Sunday, October 31 

Advent Workshop—Wednesday, November 17 

Happy Birthday Jesus Party—Sunday, December 19  
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Preschool Update 

We are so excited to be back in preschool! There’s no “masking” the love and care the children  

receive every minute of their day.  

 

We still have some room for potty trained 3-year-olds (3 by 8/1) on Monday/Wednesday and 

trained two-year-olds (2 by 8/1) on Tuesday/Thursday. If you know someone looking for a great 

preschool, please give them our information. Word of mouth is our very best advertising.   

 

2021-2022 Preschool Fundraisers 

We are raising money for a new playground. Playgrounds are very expensive, so this is a long- 

term goal. 

If you shop at Kroger and use a Kroger Plus card, you can help the preschool. We are registered in 

the Kroger Community Rewards program with the NPO number YL254. For your purchase to     

benefit the preschool, your Kroger Plus card must be registered online at                       

krogercommunityrewards.com. If you need help registering your card, please call the preschool 

office at 553-9362 and we can help you. You may share this information with friends and family 

out of state who shop at Kroger. 

We will also have 2 Blaze Pizza fundraising nights. We will have flyers to hand 

out as we get closer to these dates. 

If you know someone who has experience in acquiring grants, please have 

them contact me. We would like to apply for grants to fund the playground. 

I ask for your prayers for our children, parents, teachers, and staff as we    

welcome the children back to our loving preschool. 

Thank you, 

Tina  

Prayer Thank you  

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you sincerely for your prayers and expressions of love. I have sailed through surgery and 

recovery, thanks be to God! Your faith and friendship have lifted me so many times, and every   

expression of care has truly made a difference. The goodness of God surrounds us - as stated in 

Psalm 40:5 “Many oh Lord, are the wonders you have done. The things you planned for us no one 

can recount to you: were I to speak and tell of them, they would be too many to declare!” 

May God bless each of you! 

Rose Sears 

Crestwood Elementary Thank You 

Dear Crestwood Methodist Church,  

 

Thank you so much for adopting Crestwood School. The mulch on the playground is so           

appreciated. It makes the playground safe for all of our students to play on.  Thank you for all of 

the school supplies for those in need. Our counselor passed them out. The welcome back bags 

were a  hit with the teachers and staff on their first day of school. We really enjoyed all the chalk 

art and messages on the sidewalks and steps on the first day of school. It made us smile. The 

pizza party on Friday for teachers and staff was so thoughtful. Everyone enjoyed it. Thank you so 

much for your kindness for our school, our students and our staff. We really appreciate it. 

 

Thank you, 

Beth Wallingford, Principal  

Crestwood Elementary School  
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September Birthdays & Anniversaries 

September 1  

Barbara Hettinger 

September 2 

Ed Beeler 

September 4  

Tom Carter 

John Gilfether 

Katherine Jett 

September 5 

Emily Holder 

Kay Ritter 

September 6 

Beth Vaughn 

September 8 

Janet Crady 

September 10 

Louisa Davis 

September 11 

Tommy Davis 

Brenda Hughes 

September 12 

Caiden Garrett 

September 13  

Karen Bowman 

Jim Powell 

September 14 

Angie Kittle 

September 15 

Luke Davidson 

September 16 

Kathleen Line 

Donna Zwischenberger 

September 17 

Clint Legg 

September 20 

Patty Gibson 

Charles Tucker 

September 21 

Diane Bowman 

September 22 

Lauren Diebel 

September 1– Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Davis 

          -  Mr. & Mrs. Tom Hicks 

September 4-  Mr. & Mrs. Scott Jemtrud 

          -  Mr. & Mrs. Steve Sheridan  

September 14—Mr. & Mrs. Tommy Davis 

   - Mr. & Mrs. Don Jones 

September 23 

Linda Davis 

Claire Mohn 

September 24 

Diane Calvert 

Scott Crimm 

Phyllis Ioos 

September 25 

Marin Redfield  

September 26 

Kyle Crady 

Sean Crady 

September 16—Mr. & Mrs. David Deibel  

    - Mr. & Mrs. Mike Crady 

September 24—Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Hughes 

September 25—Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Hart 

September 28—Mr. & Mrs. Terry Grimes 

September 28 

Chad Adams 

Tom Rabbeth 

Carly Tiller 

September 29 

David Deibel 

September 30 

Katy Thompson 

Pat Watts 
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Please remember in prayer  

By Request:  

Connie Armstrong, Sandy Ball, Melva Blair, Madie Bohnlein, The family of Juanita Blevens, Liz 

Brosius, Bonnie Cruz, Betty Deibel, Logan Dewitt (brain tumor), Stephanie Doring, Lindsey     

Doyen, Susanne Doyle, Sam Doyle, Kiera Dunk, Billy Fisher, Walter Forbey, Dee Foster, Rose     

Frazar, Henry Gagnon (11 yr. old with cancer), Sharon Ganslen, Jennifer Goodin, Arlo Grady, Bob 

and Lindy Graham, Atleah Grubb, Roberta Hafele, Mary Louis Hagerty, Kim Hamilton, Cobbie 

Harrison, Addison Hasten, Mike Heib, George Hemphill, John Hendrickson, Michelle Hendrick-

son, Anna Hennings, Gordon Hettinger, Blanche Jernigan, Pat Johnson, John and Mona Jones, Joe 

Jones, Lewis Jones, Lisa Jones, Lydia Kiesewetter, Peggy LaMure, Joyce Lochner, Ruth Lockyer, 

George Manning, Linda Martin, Bill Martin, Laura Mason, Hugh McBurney, Katy McDaniel, Brett 

McPherson, Heather Graham McLaughlin, Max Milton,  Joyce Moberly, Patrick Moore, Tommy 

Moore, Tom Morgan, Robbie Mueller, Bob Ogburn, Melanie Parrish, Tom & Carol Payne, Joanne & 

Larry Pitchford, The family of Bill Potts, Jr., Dolores Rawson, Heidi Rawson, Hope Ray, Margaretta 

Roy, Eleanor Shuster, Larry Stanley, Connor Stewart, Brenda Thompson, Cayden and Carly Tiller, 

Rita Vaught, Eddie Ward, Steve Watkins, Ryan Warner, Steve Weber, Sara Westerman, Dawson 

Whitaker, Jon & Gloria  Wisdom.  

 

Our Missionaries:  

Christian & Angelica Dickson, Stephen & Beth Dupree, Tim & Jennifer Goshorn, Debbie Kitchel, 

Jim & Mary Newman, Mark & Rebecca Smallwood, and all the people with whom they serve.  

 

Our Military:  

Adam Bullard, Alex Bullard, Dale Carter, Patrick Davis, Jason Davis , Nicolas Ferrera, Will Hanna, 

Dylan Hinson, Alex Hodges, Lisa Kiesewetter, Jenna Lacy, Mike Hieb, Michael Parker, William 

Scritchfield, Tyler Stewart, Trent Ulrich.  
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Addresses for our Nursing Home/Rehab Friends 

Marilyn Davis  

Rm 204, Forest Springs Health Campus  

4120 Wooded Acre Lane  

Louisville, KY 40245  

 

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Graham 

229 Spring Meadow Ln 

Louisville, KY 40243 

 

Carolyn Key 

13600 LaGrange Rd #226 

Louisville, KY  40245 

 

Laverne McMahan  

13600 LaGrange Road, #136  

Louisville, KY 40245  

 

Mickey McMahan  

13600 LaGrange Road, #138  

Louisville, KY 40245  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eleanor Shuster 

Nazareth Home 

Rm 294 on Spalding Square 

2000 Newburg Road 

Louisville, KY 40205 

 

Milt Stoess  

Signature Healthcare 

50 Shepard Lane, Rm #115 

Bedford, KY 40006  


