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September 8 Women of the Well Bible Study returns - 10:00AM
September 12 - Monday evening studies returns - 7:00PM
September 10- Boy Scout Spaghetti Dinner-5:00-8:00pm
September 11 - Christian Mission Aid Sunday-9:01 & 11:00
September 18 - Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS)- 6:00PM
September 20 - Faith & Service Circle Meeting - 2:30PM
September 24 - Youth Game Night
September 25 - Children's Sabbath Sunday - Both Services
September 25 - UMW Bake Sale - 9:00AM-12:30PM

September 2022

Financial UpdateFinancial Update

Discipleship CornerDiscipleship Corner

UpcomingUpcoming

Through discipleship, we are constantly learning to follow Jesus more closely. This can be a challenge, but it is
also an amazing journey! As we grow in discipleship, it is important to remember who is at the center of our
lives, God. We can connect with Him daily through prayer, Bible reading, and other spiritual disciplines. 

Let's keep a common discipleship theme in mind as a church to help us grow together. For September, it’s
“Keep God First!” Here are a few spiritual disciplines to help us keep God first every day:

1 - We can connect with God daily through prayer. Prayer is when we talk to God and tell Him about our day. We
can also ask Him for guidance. 

Praying first thing in the morning is a great way to start your day off connected with God. You can pray before
you even get out of bed! Then continue to pray throughout the day as you go about your activities. Remember
that as disciples of Jesus Christ, we should always try to keep Him at the center of our lives. Including Him in
everything we do, through prayer, is a great way to do this!

2 - Read the Bible regularly. You can find a reading plan online or in a Bible app to help you read through the
entire Bible in a year. Many apps will remind you daily to help you build a strong practice of this spiritual
discipline. Some websites will email you a daily reading.

Including Scripture as part of every day is another great way to keep God first. All Scripture is useful, even if you
happen to be reading something that doesn't seem to apply to your to-do list today. You never know when the
Holy Spirit is going to use Scripture to deepen your relationship with God and others!

3 - Spend time with other believers often. Discipleship is not meant to be done alone! Find a discipleship group
or class at Crestwood UMC and get connected. They may even help you with including the ideas above into your
everyday life. You'll see a bunch listed in the bulletin every week and on our website. Or take a shortcut - email
me and I'll help!

Let's keep God first this month (and every month) as we walk along the road of discipleship together with the
Holy Spirit and one another.

Grow in grace, Pastor Russ russ@crestwoodmethodist.com
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From Pastor DerekFrom Pastor Derek

September 2022

Over the summer my family has been blessed because my wife has become a gardener. She started off in the
spring with a dream of having a garden. Through the generosity of a local farmer, she was able to use a plot of
land. She has a green thumb because it wasn’t long before zucchini, tomatoes, squash, corn, lettuce, green
beans and other vegetables were filling up our dinner plates. My favorite has been the recipe she has made up
for salsa! She has truly had an amazing harvest.

As we come into the time of harvest, we remember that Jesus told his disciples to look to the fields because
they are ripe for harvest! He also said that the harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. We have been truly
seen God’s harvest in 2022. We have welcomed 50 new members since August of 2021. People have been
generous with their time, talents and treasure. We have had youth and adults give their life to Christ and have
been able to help meet the needs of people through missions like Laundry Love, tornado recovery and flood
relief. Our leadership team has carefully been discerning how to use the resources God has given us to make a
long-term difference in the church and community. 

The great thing is that God is just getting started. I want to encourage you to be on the look for where God is
moving. When we notice God’s movement, we call it “God-sightings.” We have to train our eyes to look for God’s
presence. Where have you seen it lately? I also want to encourage you to be involved in a small group and a
ministry. Small groups are the glue that help us connect with a group in the church and grow in our faith.
Serving in a ministry is a way to use your gifts to bless the church and community. The best ways to grow in our
faith is to worship, connect and serve! Where is God challenging you to grow? We hope that the ministries in
the church will help produce the harvest in your life and in our world!

Rev. Derek Robinette
Senior Pastor

Along with the Trustees, the Administrative Board has been working through the Large Gift
Discernment Process to plan for the use of the generous gifts the church was blessed with in 2021.
The process has included celebrating, waiting, praying, and listening and learning from the
congregation through surveys, listening sessions, and lots of conversations. As we previously shared,
the feedback received for the use of the funds was consolidated into six key themes: 

1. Fully Accessible and Easy to Navigate Campus 
2. Upgrade of Meeting Areas for Adults, Youth, and Children 
3. Purchase of a Church Van or Bus 
4. Kilgus House and Empty Lot Upgrades for Missions and Ministries 
5. General Fund (Emergency Reserve Account)
6. Gift to Endowment 

In September, the Admin Board and Trustees will be hearing proposals from different teams for the
use of the funds based on these themes. According to the United Methodist Book of Discipline, the
Board of Trustees is responsible for overseeing the acceptance, management and distribution of
estates and bequests given to the church. Crestwood UMC is focused on being ONE TEAM with ONE
PURPOSE and MANY GIFTS, so the groups will work together to prioritize and set guiding principles
before the funds are allocated by the Trustees. 

Please continue to be in prayer over these gifts and the discernment process. Please pray that these
gifts will be used to Glorify God, spread the love of Jesus, and bring people to Christ through the
people and ministries of CUMC.

If you have questions, please reach out to any of the Administrative Board Team: Laura Mohn, Karen
Carter, Kendra Ulrich, Bruce Yeagle, Brad Bowman, Joe Spinks, Penny Tucker, Scott Crimm, and
Derek Robinette.

Thank you, Karen Carter & Laura Mohn
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Bible Study OpportunitiesBible Study Opportunities
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Music MinistryMusic Ministry
Dear Crestwood Methodist Family, 

Layne and I want to thank you for the warm welcome you have given us this month. I am elated about
the opportunity I have here at Crestwood to lead people, to lead others in worship, and for both Layne and
I to participate in God’s kingdom work in this city. I thought I would take my first entry into the church
newsletter to give you my philosophy of music ministry, or as I have described to a few individuals already,
the “hills that I die on.” For although I have hundreds of personal characteristics, tastes, and beliefs related
to worship and music, there are a select few that to me define a healthy music ministry. Here are three of
them that are beneficial for the whole church to hear: 

First, worship begins in the heart. As Paul tells us in Romans 12:1-2, worship is what happens when we
allow The Holy Spirit to transform who we are at the core of our being and it spills out into every aspect of
life; thinking, desires, emotions, speech, and conduct towards our own bodies and others. Although
sanctuaries, instruments, technology, talent, and skill are part of that metamorphosis, we must not allow
them to become the definition of worship, and if we desire a transformative “worship” experience on
Sundays, we all, especially those leading, must kindle the flame of worship in our hearts every day,
including Sunday. We must see every space of life as sacred. 

Secondly, there is no component more important to our music than singing and vocal leadership, which
includes our 11:00am Chancel Choir, 9:01 Vocalists, and children’s choirs. This flows out of the previous
point and becomes clear when we think about what is occurring during musical worship, namely,
interacting with God and proclaiming the message of God. There is just something about the human
voice that makes it the most powerful tool for communicating God’s message to ourselves and to others. I
have heard and experienced that the band can often miss an instrument, but the song is effective
because the vocals are there. Not true the opposite. I will work with all my strength to form singers of
melody and harmony who exhibit competence and authenticity as they help people encounter God. 

The third hill is this: My mission is Multiplication. I want to reproduce music leadership ability and allow
others to flourish alongside me and if necessary, without me. I have experienced over and over that when
a lay person leads worship and gives themself entirely to it, the impact on people can be more powerful
than when I do the same thing. Not that I want to convince volunteers to quit their 9 to 5 and pursue
music ministry, though a few might be led in that direction. Also, it is not so that I can sit around being
lazy, but rather, focus on leading the ministry toward where God is taking us and mentoring others. You,
who are reading this, are gifted by the Spirit to thrive in ministry. Paul tells us in Ephesians 4 that all the
saints are to be equipped for the work of ministry, not just the ones who make it their full-time job. It
might be more biblical to think of myself as a music equipper than a music minister!  

I pray that this helps you get to know my heart. I look forward to continuing to meet each one of you as
we get settled in at CUMC. 

Neal Green 

Director of Music Ministry 
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Dear Church,

If there’s one piece of advice, I could give to someone trying to select their career, I would tell them to do the
thing they were made to do. I have done a lot of jobs. I mean… a lot of jobs. I have been a barista and ice cream
specialist at Dunkin’ Donuts, I worked as a janitor, I have been a package handler at UPS, I have worked the
register at Panera Bread, been a furniture salesman, even worked one day a week as a receptionist while in
seminary. But nothing has been as fulfilling as working with youth in the church. I feel like this is what I was put
on this earth to do. So, when I say that I am honored to be here at CUMC working full-time as a youth minister,
know it is the truth. 

This past month we have had a game night in Canaan and I’s home. We have started an in-depth dive into the
book of John in Sunday school. We have had far too much fun throwing shaving cream and Chocolate icing at
each other during messy game night. We have even taken a look at the importance of small groups during our
Wednesday night youth activities. It is a blessing to have so many youth who are involved in their church. The
future is looking bright for our group. 

If you would like to get involved with our youth ministry, as a participant, or a volunteer, please let me know.
There are so many great opportunities that you can take advantage of to serve our youth. You could make a
meal for Sunday nights. You could come and learn more about the book of John during our Sunday school hour.
You could come look at ways to grow your faith during our Wednesday Gaffa activities. Do you have a particular
lesson you wish you had learned in your youth? Come and lead a devotional during youth group! You could even
volunteer once to help with a special event. There are seemingly endless opportunities to serve with the youth. I
promise, you will not regret it. 

Grace and Peace, Connor Berg

Youth GroupYouth Group
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MOPSMOPS
We believe in the simple but revolutionary idea that remarkable things happen when moms come together.
We couldn’t be happier that you’ve found us on this crazy beautiful journey called motherhood. 

Moms are the most powerful creatures on the planet. We are the ones influencing the smallest details of
people’s day, but also the trajectory of generations. When moms are resourced, when moms are elevated,
when moms are educated, when moms are empowered to do what they are meant to do in the world,
everyone is better because of it.

We invite you to join MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) at Crestwood United Methodist Church if you have
children at home. Our group meets one Sunday each month from 6-8pm and does not offer childcare at this
time. Come check us out!

https://www.mops.org/groups/crestwood-united-methodist
For additional questions email us at mops.cumc@gmail.com

Blessings, Emilie Macke  (308) 870-4435
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Children's MinistriesChildren's Ministries
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Wednesday Evening Small GroupsWednesday Evening Small Groups



We are so excited to be back at preschool and even more excited to play on the brand-new playground
equipment! Hopefully by the time the September newsletter is printed the new fence has been installed. The
playground is the culmination of years of fundraisers and some generous donations. 

Playground by the numbers:

           New playground equipment:              $43,856.85
           Removal of old playground:                 $2,200
           Installation of new equipment:           $6,220
           New mulch:                                               $5,000
           Removal of old fence:                             $1,200
           New fence:                                                 $14,105

We received a $10,000 grant toward the new fence.
Total amount spent by the preschool for the new playground and new fence: $62,581.85.

We are blessed to have been a part of CUMC for the past 45 years and are grateful we can bless our church
home and community with this gift.  

Thank you,
Tina Rose, Preschool Director
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Preschool NewsPreschool News  
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Christian Mission Aid
Christian Mission Aid –Debbie Kitchel and one
or two of her other folks from CMA will be at
our church service and Sunday Schools on
September 11th. Please make a special effort
to attend services!

2023 Costa Rica Mission Trip
The trip is full with 15 people attending! We
will be attending CAMPAMENTO NEHEMIAS
(new name, same place).  There is a lot of new
and exciting things happening with Paul and
Amy Priest as new camp directors. Continue
to keep them and their mission in your
prayers!

Crestwood Elementary Prayer Walk
Thank you to everyone who came out to the
prayer walk and helped welcome back the
students to school!

Laundry Love 
September is our turn to spread Jesus' love
through the Laundry Love ministry.  We need
your help stocking the food pantry with food.
and personal care items.  

Blessings in a Backpack
CUMC has adopted Crestwood School and we
are sponsoring 25 students for Blessings in a
Backpack. From September 1 through the end
of May, we will send food home with children
in need. A bag of food will go home every
Friday during the school year for the students
in the program. We will pack the bags on
Wednesday nights at the Kilgus house and
deliver it to Crestwood Elementary school on
Thursdays. A special box of food will go home
4 times a year: Fall Break, Christmas Break,
Spring Break, and Summer Break. It will be all
donated items for the special boxes for the
long breaks. Please prayerfully consider
volunteering to help pack food with us on
Wednesday nights. You can help by
sponsoring a child, bringing food to donate, or
volunteer to help pack food on Wednesday
evenings. To sponsor a child, please note
Blessings in a Backpack on the memo line or
gift note. It is $113 to sponsor a child. Contact
Bobbie Stoess to get plugged in. 

Missions TeamMissions Team  
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Scout Spaghetti DinnerScout Spaghetti Dinner



Pat Steed
BeeHive Homes of Louisville (Lyndon) 
8401 LaGrange Rd
Louisville, KY  40222

Milt Stoess 
50 Shepard Lane, Rm #115
Bedford, KY 40006 

Jay & Wilma Youngblood
3101 N. Hurstbourne Pkwy. Apt. #211
Louisville, KY 40241

Jessica Bourgoin
13434 Reindeer
Moreno Valley, CA. 92653
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September 24
Diane Calvert
Scott Crimm 
Phyllis Ioos 
September 25 
Marin Redfield
September 26
Kyle Crady 
Sean Crady 
September 28 
Chad Adams 
Tom Rabbeth 
Carly Tiller 
September 29 
David Deibel
September 30 
Pat Watts 

September 10 
Louisa Davis 
September 11 
Tommy Davis 
September 12 
Caiden Garrett
September 13 
Karen Bowman 
Jim Powell 
C.J. Tiller
September 14 
Angie Kittle
September 15 
Luke Davidson
September 16 
Kathleen Line
Donna Zwischenberger 

September 18
Rick Farrow
September 19
Connor Berg
Mary Pollitt
September 20 
Charles Tucker
September 21 
Diane Bowman 
Quint Spinks
September 22 
Lauren Diebel
September 23 
Linda Davis 
Claire Mohn 

Bob & Lindy Graham
229 Spring Meadow Ln
Louisville, KY 40243
 
Richard & Phyllis Ioos
162 Edgewood Way
Louisville, KY 40243
 
Carolyn Key
13600 LaGrange Rd #226
Louisville, KY 40245

Mrs. Doris Manning
10410 Allisonville Rd, Apt 222
Fishers, IN  46038

Laverne McMahan 
13600 LaGrange Rd, #136 
Louisville, KY 40245 
 
Mickey McMahan 
13600 LaGrange Rd, #138 
Louisville, KY 40245 
 
Dave & Patti Nuermberger
248 Spring Meadow Ln.
Louisville, KY 40243

Larry & Joann Pitchford
Bedford Health & Rehab
50 Shepard Lane 
Bedford, KY 40006

September 1 
Barbara Hettinger
September 2
Ed Beeler 
September 4 
Tom Carter 
Andrew Dunk
Katherine Jett
September 5 
Emily Holder 
Kay Ritter 
September 6 
Beth Vaughn
September 7
Paul Doyle
September 8 
Janet Crady 
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September BirthdaysSeptember Birthdays

September 1– Jeff & Kathy Davis
                         -Tom & Billie Hicks 
September 4- Scott & Jamie Jemtrud 
                        - Steve & Gretchen Sheridan 
September 14—Tommy & Lisa Davis
                            - Don & Lisa Jones

September 16—David & Doris Jean Deibel
                            -  Mike & Cathy Crady 
September 24—Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Hughes
September 25—Ralph & Sue Hart 
September 28—Terry& Karen Grimes 
September 29- Kurt & Rachel Riddle

Nursing Home/Rehab FriendsNursing Home/Rehab Friends
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Roland & Barbara 
Stayton

 

By Request: 
Connie Armstrong, Sandy Ball, Bob Brent, Louisa Davis, Sara Ferrebee, Ken Freeman, Karen Grimes,
Sharon Hammond, Mike Heib, George Hemphill, Anna Hennings, Gordon Hettinger, Richard Ioos,
Blanche Jernigan, Pat Johnson, Lydia Kiesewetter, Jackie Little, Laverne McMahan, Mickey
McMahan, Joyce Moberly, Tommy Moore, Robbie Mueller, Ginny Mullinex, Melanie Parrish, Sid Price,
Rick Rash, Chester Rozak, Susan Sherrod, John Slider, Ron Smithson, Larry Stanley, Jay & Wilma
Youngblood.
 
Our Missionaries: 
Christian & Angelica Dickson, Stephen & Beth Dupree, Tim & Jennifer Goshorn, Debbie Kitchel, Jim &
Mary Newman, Mark & Rebecca Smallwood, and all the people with whom they serve. 
 
Our Military: 
Jenna Lacy, Dale Carter, Lisa Ray (Rawson) and Trent Ulrich.
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Prayer RequestsPrayer Requests

Jim & Cheryl Satterly

Lucy Kate Koch



develop a clear pathway for people to grow in their relationship with Christ by
CONNECTING with a small group and being EQUIPPED to SERVE in a ministry.  
strategically use ministries and facilities to meet the spiritual and human need of
the community surrounding the church.
 strategically reach out to young adults and families while honoring and caring for
all who have led the church to where we are today. 
develop clear and relevant communication strategies that engage all people in the
congregation and community.
cast a clear and compelling 2030 vision that will unify and allow Crestwood UMC to
faithfully respond rather than fearfully react to recommendations from General
Conference of the UMC. 

VISION: 
Crestwood UMC will be a totally devoted people called to give, to act and to serve as
Jesus.

MISSION: 
Crestwood UMC is a caring church that invites, connects, equips and serves through
Jesus Christ. 

BASED OFF OUR 2021 LISTENING SESSIONS CRESTWOOD UMC WILL:

About usAbout us

Contact Contact usus

9:01AM   Contemporary Service         11:00AM Traditional Service

Sunday Service TimesSunday Service Times


