
Crestwood United Methodist Church    7214 Kavanaugh Road, Crestwood, KY    CrestwoodMethodist.com

Of Crestwood United Methodist ChurchOf Crestwood United Methodist Church

The VoiceThe Voice

December 2022December 2022



Page 1

December 3 - Preschool Cookie Walk - 10:00-Noon

December 4 - Christmas Choir Concert - 7:00PM

December 11 - Children's Christmas Musical - 11:00AM

December 18 - Children's Happy Birthday Jesus Party - 10:00AM

December 21 - Longest Night (Blue Christmas) Service - 6:30PM

December 24 - Christmas Eve Services - 6:00PM & 11:00PM

December 25 - One Service - 10:00AM

January 1 - One Service - 10:00AM 

December 2022

Financial UpdateFinancial Update

Advent Sermon SeriesAdvent Sermon Series

UpcomingUpcoming

What does it mean to have a “Total Advent of the Heart?”  The word “Advent” refers to preparing for an event. 
 During the Christian year we prepare for Emmanuel—God With Us in the coming of the Christ child.  We are
also preparing for Christ’s second coming when the dwelling of God will be with man and there will be no more
crying or shame!  For God is making all things new!  (Revelation 21).

If God is actively making all things new then we have the opportunity to prepare our hearts and lives for this
event.  Whether we have a TOTAL Advent of the Heart is up to us allowing God to do God’s work.  God doesn’t
just want part of your life.  God wants all of you because God wants what is best for you.  What are you holding
back this season?  Could your gift to God be giving him that area of your life so you can have a Total Advent of
the Heart?  

During this season we will look at the different Christmas characters and how they had a Total Advent of the
Heart.  Joseph, Mary, the Shepherds, Wisemen and others had a total advent of the heart by helping things go
right!  God used them to make all things new.  It didn’t happen instantly, but as they helped things go right, they
were a part of God’s working of making all things new!  How can you “help things go right” this season?

My hope and prayer is that through our discipleship and worship opportunities that you can experience a Total
Advent of the Heart!

Pastor Derek
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From Pastor DerekFrom Pastor Derek

Thank you so much for your generosity to Crestwood UMC! So far, we have received 105 pledges for $516,355! We
are a little shy of last year's total of 109 pledges for $555,555. We know that pledges will continue to come in. If you
have not made your pledge, yet please know that your generosity is essential to the ministry of our church.  Your
pledge helps our finance, admin and ministry teams prepare for ministry in 2023. You can tear off the pledge card
below and mail it to the church (7214 Kavanaugh Rd, Crestwood, KY 40014 or go to
www.crestwoodmethodist.com/pledge to make a pledge!

$516,355 is a strong number! Our team is happy about where we are at this point. One of the reasons is that each
year people move away from Crestwood to other parts of the state or country. People also move on to glory and
join the great cloud of witnesses spoken of in Hebrews 12:1. In 2023 we have had multiple people move or pass
away and their pledges were well above and beyond what we lack in 2023 to pass 2022 pledges. Their generosity
and presence at Crestwood UMC were such a blessing. We have been blessed that new people have joined the
church and have started giving immediately. We have always been and will always be a generous church!

Your generosity is a blessing as well. Some of you have let us know that you intend to pledge and are considering
the amount or just keep forgetting to turn in that pledge card. We get it, but we also want you to know that your
pledge makes a big difference!

This week kick off Upward Basketball. That means this week over 200 kids will hear the gospel through basketball.
Your generosity makes that happen! Tuesday and Thursday the Scouts will meet. Our Cub Scouts grew from 5 last
year to 35 this year! That means families from Crestwood will be nurtured and young people will grow. Your
generosity makes that happen.  Christmas food baskets will be packed.  Cantatas will be hosted and performed.
Kids will receive gifts at Christmas.  Missionaries will be supported.  Bible studies will continue to meet.  Children's
Musicals will be planned and enjoyed. Being "rooted in Christ" produces generosity and generosity produces
amazing fruit! Thank you for your generosity!

December 2022
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Advent & Christmas ServicesAdvent & Christmas Services
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Discipleship CornerDiscipleship Corner

Set aside a specific block of time. Just like tithing, sometimes it's best to start smaller and work your way
up to a full Sabbath day each week. Block out a specific time and communicate that plan to others in
advance.
Make a specific plan for your Sabbath time. Prepare whatever you'll need in advance. Maybe you set out
your Bible, a journal, and a nice pen in a quiet spot at home. Perhaps you reserve time at one of the local
retreat centers or spend some time in our historic chapel. Or maybe you just check the weather and set
out some good walking shoes to take a long walk.
Don't beat yourself up if you "fail" to take your full Sabbath time, but don't give yourself an easy excuse
either. God called us to step away from the busyness and rest, and Jesus clarified that the Sabbath was
made for us! Make the effort, and if the first time is not perfect, that's OK too.

The Sabbath is a day of rest and rejuvenation, which is especially important to remember in the busy
Christmas season. The Sabbath is important for your Christian spiritual growth. It's a day to focus on God.
The Sabbath can be a time to reflect on the past week and plan for the week ahead. It should also be a time
to pray and think about where God is leading you.

While your Sabbath practice may vary depending on your spiritual walk, personal schedule, and preferences,
it's an important practice to include in your life. The Christmas season can be stressful, but the Sabbath can
be a haven of peace and relaxation.

There are many ways to celebrate the Sabbath, depending on your individual preferences. Some people like
to spend a block of time during the day reading the Bible or perhaps a book about your faith journey. Others
prefer to spend time in prayer or meditation. Some people like to take a break from work and relax at home,
while others might choose to go for a walk or visit a nearby park. The important thing is that you find a way
to celebrate the Sabbath that works for you and that helps you focus on God and your relationships with
others.

Many people find it challenging to keep the Sabbath, especially during the busy Christmas season. The main
challenge is often finding a way to fit the Sabbath into our already busy schedules. There's just so much to
get done! Another challenge we might face is temptation. It can be hard to resist the urge to shop, cook, or
do other chores on our Sabbath. We might also feel like we're missing out on something if we're not doing
anything during that time we set aside for rest. Finally, some people find it difficult to celebrate the Sabbath
because they don't have a specific tradition or practice to follow. If you're not used to taking a time of rest, it
can be hard to know what to do with yourself.

The Sabbath can be a time of rest and rejuvenation, but it can also be a time of meaningful reflection and
connection with God. Here are a few ways to make get started on taking a Sabbath if you don't normally
practice it:

1.

2.

3.

The Christmas season can be a busy time, but it's important to take time for rest and rejuvenation. The
Sabbath is an important part of Christianity and can be a time to focus on God, reflect on the past week, plan
for the week ahead, and think about where God is leading you next. While it may be challenging to keep the
Sabbath during the busy Christmas season, there are ways to make it more meaningful for you. If you don't
have a specific tradition or practice to follow, start small with setting aside a specific block of time and
making a plan for what you'll do during that time. Celebrate the Sabbath in your own way and let it refresh
you spiritually so that you can enjoy the Christmas season fully!

Grow in grace,
Pastor Russ (russ@crestwoodmethodist.com)

mailto:russ@crestwoodmethodist.com
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Music (and Tech) MinistryMusic (and Tech) Ministry
By the time some of you read this, the Christmas cantata performance, The Sounding Joy, will
have already taken place, but I just want to say what a wonderful experience it has been putting
the cantata together with our choir as well as the choir at Covenant Church and their interim,
Valerie Keller. It was more than just a performance for all of us who got to participate; it was an
experience that lasted months. I want to thank our chancel choir and Ruth Ann, our
accompanist, for the sincere effort they exerted for this cantata. 

In addition to the fun and worshipful rehearsals over the past six weeks bringing this beautiful
program together, I have enjoyed meeting and conversing with so many awesome men and
women. The subtitle of the cantata is “Listen to Christmas,” and the songs and narrations
encourage the audience to listen to the unique perspectives of the story’s characters. What a
great reminder, in general, this advent: That God is at work, and he wants to speak to me, so I
need to listen to the voice of God and to others as well. This does not just happen; in our busy
lives it takes intentionality and planning. Put your goals, dreams, and to-do list aside for a time,
take a deep breath, and humbly listen.  

Neal Green, Director of Music Ministries
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Missions TeamMissions Team
Barry Stoess Christmas Food Baskets. will be working in the CLC December 11-17!

December 11 2-6 PM, Dec 12-15 6-8 PM, Delivery Day: December 17 8:30 am 11:30 am 

We need help with sorting, checking dates and putting food in boxes. Please also consider adopting a Christmas
Angel child from our local schools to help provide Christmas gifts. 

Please contact Bobbie to help.: Bobbie Stoess, Bobbiestoess@bellsouth.net 

Monetary donations can be made to Crestwood UMC with Food Baskets or Granny's Angels in the memo. 
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Children's MinistriesChildren's Ministries
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Advent is here. The time of waiting has begun. Here is what has been going on in our youth group.

We had our fall retreat at Aldersgate Camp. We learned about covenants and what that means to our
relationship with God. It was a great time, and we had many new faces show up for our retreat. God sure showed
up for us.

We also had our annual Youth Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser! We had tons of help and many generous
donations. It was incredible to see the church come out and support our youth group. I am so grateful to have a
church that loves and supports our youth. 

Coming up soon on December 10th we have our Buechel Christmas party! We will be going shopping for
Christmas gifts to bring to the children and youth of that church. I am so excited to see what God will do with
our work there. 

We will also have our own Christmas party on the 18th. This will be our chance to gather and share a time of joy
and gift giving together. It will be great. 

After this month of thankfulness, I can honestly say I am so thankful for this church. These past few months have
been amazing, and I am excited for the things which are coming next year. 

Grace and Peace, Connor Berg

Get Connected at CUMCGet Connected at CUMC

Youth & Young Adult MinistriesYouth & Young Adult Ministries
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Emergency FundEmergency Fund

December 2022

Pastor Emergency Fund is helping people in their time of need!
Thank you for your generosity to the Pastor’s Emergency Fund.  Each month during communion we take up a
love offering at the communion rail.  This money goes to help people in their time of need.  God has done so
much in the past month thanks to your generosity to this fund!
What has God done?  In November we helped a church member with rent.  We built a church member a ramp.  
We helped a family stay in their current housing until permanent housing opens up in January.  This allowed
the kids to not change schools at the end of the year and gave some stability through Thanksgiving and
Christmas.  
You can continue to give to this fund on communion Sundays by placing a donation at the altar rail or
designating your donation to “Pastor’s Emergency Fund.” 
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Upward BasketballUpward Basketball
Meet our new Upward Assistant, Matt Sisley.

Matt may look familiar to you. He is one of our church members.

He is usually sitting in the balcony at the 9:01 service with his
family.

Matt and his wife, Amanda have a six year old daughter, Brynna.

Matt was a coach last year, and comes to the Upward.Assistant
position with may years of Upward experience.

He is looking forward to working with Pastor Kim and coordinating
this year’s season of Upward Basketball.

And, Pastor Kim in excited to have an assistant helping with
Upward!

Score Keeper
Spotlight holder
Concession stand worker 
Set up crew or clean-up crew

UPWARD GAME DAY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Upward Basketball games begin Saturday, January 14 and runs through March 4.  

Game days are full of fun and excitement. 

Please join in the fun by volunteering as a Greeter, 

Beta and service hours available!

For more information and to volunteer contact Pastor Kim. 
Kim@crestwoodmethodist.com

mailto:Kim@crestwoodmethodist.com
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Holy & Courageous ConversationsHoly & Courageous Conversations
Holy & Courageous Conversations Around Tough Topics—Session One

Wednesday Nights, 6:30-7:40, January 11-February 15

Courageous conversations around tough topics are hard, yet they are important.  It is also important that these
conversations go well, and people engage in speaking and hearing one another.  This doesn’t just happen.  It has
to be intentionally practiced.  

Join your church community for six weeks of Holy & Courageous Conversations lead by Pastor Russ and Pastor
Derek where we will learn how to hear, listen and respond to one another.  Participants will meet in groups for
prayer, reflecting on Scripture, large group teaching, and small group discussion.  Table leaders will be trained to
facilitate discussion.  Participants will meet with the same group each week and are encouraged to attend all six
sessions.   

This is not a “pick and choose your favorite session.”  We ask that you be “all-in” for all sessions.

This format is likely different than any other group participants may have been a part of.  Rather than learning
content we will be learning a process.  Instead of merely gaining knowledge, we will be fostering an environment
to allow the Holy Spirit to work.  We hope the experience itself will be transformational AND that it will transform
the way we think, act, and relate to others.  Along the way, we must learn to trust the process.  The sessions are
listed below, and our current plan is to meet in the sanctuary.

Please RSVP to Pastor Russ at russ@crestwoodmethodist.com by Sunday, January 8.
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At the end of December 2021, CUMC was blessed with special gifts of almost $600,000.  According to the United
Methodist Book of Discipline, the Board of Trustees are responsible for overseeing the acceptance, management
and distribution of estates and bequests given to the church. 

In January, the Administrative Board voted to adopt a Large Gift Discernment Process.  This process determined
steps to receive input from all members of CUMC in the long-term use of the gifts.  Crestwood UMC is focused on
being ONE TEAM with ONE PURPOSE and MANY GIFTS.

In February, we CELEBRATED these gifts in worship and with leadership teams. After Celebration Sunday, surveys
were sent to the congregation & listening sessions were held in April for in person discussions. The
Administrative Board met with Council on Ministries and the Endowment Committee.

We WAITED for God’s guidance, we PRAYED for guidance and wisdom and we started to LISTEN & LEARN from
donors, other congregations & all interested parties at CUMC. 
The feedback received resulted in six key ministry themes:
       1. Fully Accessible and Easy to Navigate Campus
       2. Upgrade of Meeting Areas for Adults, Youth, and Children
       3. Purchase of a Church Van or Bus
       4. Kilgus House and Empty Lot Upgrades for Missions and Ministries
       5. General Fund (Emergency Reserve Account)
       6. Gift to Endowment

Each ministry theme was assigned to various teams made up of members from Staff, Council on Ministries and/or
Trustees to put together proposals with specific gift requests.  In September, Administrative Board and Trustees
met to review all ministry proposals.  At that time, votes were taken, and the following amounts were approved
as guidance and priorities for the use of the gifts (Note that many dollar amounts shown are budgetary figures as
specific bids are still needed):

• General Fund (Emergency Reserve Acct) – Two-month Emergency Fund Reserve with possibility of using a
portion of one month as cashflow start for 2023 budget. Approved amount: $114,000
• Endowment –It is estimated that once the principal reaches $250,000 there will be $12,000-$15,000 per year
that could be used by ministry teams outside of their budget. The fund is currently around $119,000.  The
Endowment Committee will set up a grant process where ministry teams can apply for funds. Approved amount:
$100,000
• Church Bus/Van – start a Church Bus Ministry at CUMC by purchasing a 15-passenger bus (no CDL). 
A Bus Ministry Team, along with Trustees, will evaluate bids and develop a plan.  Approved: ~$125,000
• Kilgus House Upgrades for current & future Mission Opportunities and Small Group Meeting Space– Make
needed repairs to the exterior “envelope” (siding, windows, etc.) so the building can be more effective.  Approved:
~$75,000
• Empty Lot Upgrades for Missions – clearing and cleaning the lot, providing an outdoor space with a pavilion for
fellowship, worship, and community interaction opportunities. Approved:  ~$45,000.
• Upgrade of Meeting Areas – The ministry staff of Crestwood UMC requested that money be set aside for
upgrades for adult Sunday School/small group classes, youth space, and children’s ministries. The Discipleship,
Youth and Children’s Teams will develop detailed plans for the ministry area upgrades. The plans will be
approved before money is spent.  Approved: ~$70,000
• Fully Accessible & Easy to Navigate Campus – connection of all buildings to enhance safety and provide a
friendly environment. Options presented include A) Attachment of the 2 buildings, Fellowship Hall to Sanctuary
$200k. B) Attachment of CLC to Education Building $65k. C) Upgrade/Enlarge both Men's & Women's Bathrooms
in Sanctuary $45k. It was agreed that $20,000 be set aside to hire an architect to develop plans. Once plans are
received, more decisions can be made and could involve a capital campaign. Approved: ~$20,000

From the total gifts received, a budgetary amount of $549,000 was set aside. This leaves $39,000 that will be
held. As detailed costs are determined, future decisions about the remaining amounts will be made.

We would like to thank everyone that has been involved in the steps of this process. It would not have been
possible without your prayers, your input, and your commitment to this process. As we proceed with each of
these ministries, if you feel led to get more involved in any of these areas, please let us know.  We’re excited to
see where God takes us next in all these exciting new ministry opportunities! 

From the Administrative BoardFrom the Administrative Board
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CUMC PRESCHOOL’S ANNUAL COOKIE WALK & SILENT AUCTION FUNDRAISER

Saturday, December 3   10:00 am-12:00 pm - In the CLC
Come early for the best cookie selection.

This fundraiser is a long-standing and much-loved tradition of CUMC Preschool. We hope you will come and
purchase one of our boxes and fill it with homemade Christmas cookies on Saturday, December 3 in the
Christian Living Center!

While you are waiting for your turn to get cookies, check out our silent auction and place a bid or two on some
of the wonderful, themed auction baskets put together by each class. There will be fun activities for the children
to take part in while families wait.
 
CUMC PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION FOR 2023- 2024

In-house registration for children presently enrolled Thursday, January 5
Google form will be released at 10:00 am

Church members & siblings of past graduates Tuesday, January 10 10:00 am online. 
Please call ahead to sign up for a tour before that date.

Community registration dates begins online Thursday, January 12 10:00 am

Please call ahead to sign up for a tour before that date.

Thanks to everyone for their love and support. We are grateful and so blessed to be a part of this church.

Merry Christmas, Tina Rose, Preschool Director

Preschool NewsPreschool News  
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Pat Steed
BeeHive Homes of Louisville (Lyndon) 
8401 LaGrange Rd
Louisville, KY  40222

Milt Stoess 
50 Shepard Lane, Rm #115
Bedford, KY 40006 

Jay & Wilma Youngblood
3101 N. Hurstbourne Pkwy. Apt. #211
Louisville, KY 40241

Jessica Bourgoin
13434 Reindeer
Moreno Valley, CA. 92653
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December 28 
Martin Eilrich
December 29 
Steve Anderson
Norma Cash
Joel Depp
Ken Freeman
George Smith
December 30 
Cannan Berg
Alexa Weigand

December 9
Mark Gilfether
Jackie Stoess Hack
December 11
Carol Quinn
December 12
Helen Lavrich
December 13
Lynn Broomell
December 14
Delores Eilrich
December 16 
William Craig
Pamela Pabian
November 17 
Charles Davis
December 18 
Hailey Eilrich
Hannah Marowelli
Heather Porter
 

December 19 
Sarah Crady
December 20 
Joe Parish 
Jack Riddell
December 21 
Nathan Felix
Bonnie Smith
December 22 
Lindy Graham
December 23
Heather Spoonamore
December 24 
Joey Keown
December 25
Chris Hoehle
December 26 
Phyllis Scalzo
Chris Harruff

 

 

Lindy Graham
11 Logans Run
Kennebunk, ME 04043
 
Richard & Phyllis Ioos
162 Edgewood Way
Louisville, KY 40243
 
Doris Manning
Independence Village 
Fishers East
12950 Talblick St Apt 229
Fishers IN 46037

Laverne McMahan 
13600 LaGrange Rd, #136 
Louisville, KY 40245 
 
Dave & Patti Nuermberger
248 Spring Meadow Ln.
Louisville, KY 40243

Joann Pitchford
Bedford Health & Rehab
50 Shepard Lane 
Bedford, KY 40006

Carolyn Key
13600 LaGrange Rd #226
Louisville, KY 40245

December 1 
Pat Depp
December 2 
Debbie King
December 4 
Alexandra Ferrera
Gerald Goodlett
Todd Logsdon 
December 5 
Trafton Holder
December 6
Bridgett Martin
December 7 
Cheryl Satterly
Amelia Spinks
December 8
Jenna Lacey
Andrew Weigand
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December BirthdaysDecember Birthdays

December 3 - Mr. and Mrs. Mark Stivers

December 12 - Mr. and Mrs. Gene Crady 

December 13 - Mr. and Mrs. Eric Mohn

December 16 - Mr. and Mrs. Dale Powell

Nursing Home/Rehab FriendsNursing Home/Rehab Friends

December 18 - Rev. and Mrs. Kevin Johnson

December 21—Mr. and Mrs. Louis Scherzer

December 23 - Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zwischenberger 

December 30—Mr. and Mrs. John Bowman

 

 



December 2022 Page 22

By Request: 
Connie Armstrong, Sandy Ball, Louisa Davis, Sara Ferrebee, Ken Freeman, Joyce Gipson, Sharon
Hammond, George Hemphill, Gordon Hettinger, Richard Ioos, Blanche Jernigan, Pat Johnson, Sue
Keller, Jackie Little, Laverne McMahan, Joyce Moberly, Tommy Moore, Ginny Mullinex, Joann
Pitchford, Rick Rash, Rachael Riddell, Margaretta Roy, Chester Rozak, Susan Sherrod, Larry Stanley,
Jay & Wilma Youngblood.
 
Our Missionaries: 
Christian & Angelica Dickson, Stephen & Beth Dupree, Tim & Jennifer Goshorn, Debbie Kitchel, Jim &
Mary Newman, Mark & Rebecca Smallwood, and all the people with whom they serve. 
 
Our Military: 
Jenna Lacy, Dale Carter, Lisa Ray (Rawson) and Trent Ulrich.

Prayer RequestsPrayer Requests
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Charlie & Sharon 
Hammond

Jeff Hicks, Phd.



develop a clear pathway for people to grow in their relationship with Christ by
CONNECTING with a small group and being EQUIPPED to SERVE in a ministry.  
strategically use ministries and facilities to meet the spiritual and human need of
the community surrounding the church.
 strategically reach out to young adults and families while honoring and caring for
all who have led the church to where we are today. 
develop clear and relevant communication strategies that engage all people in the
congregation and community.
cast a clear and compelling 2030 vision that will unify and allow Crestwood UMC to
faithfully respond rather than fearfully react to recommendations from General
Conference of the UMC. 

VISION: 
Crestwood UMC will be a totally devoted people called to give, to act and to serve as
Jesus.

MISSION: 
Crestwood UMC is a caring church that invites, connects, equips and serves through
Jesus Christ. 

BASED OFF OUR 2021 LISTENING SESSIONS CRESTWOOD UMC WILL:

About usAbout us

Contact Contact usus

9:01AM   Contemporary Service         11:00AM Traditional Service

Sunday Service TimesSunday Service Times


