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March 6 - SPRC Meeting

March 10 - Spring Family Dance - 6:30-8:30PM

March 12 - MOPS - 5:00PM

March 17-19 - Engage Youth Retreat at Camp Loucon

March 21 - UMW Meeting - 2:30PM - CLC

March 26 - 2:30 & 4:00PM - Easter Egg Hunt

April 2 - Palm Sunday

March 2023

Financial UpdateFinancial Update

Discipleship Corner: Lenten Repentin’Discipleship Corner: Lenten Repentin’

UpcomingUpcoming

Repentance is a key component of discipleship, as it involves acknowledging our sinfulness and turning
away from it and toward God. Repentance involves recognizing and acknowledging our wrongdoing
and turning towards God in humility and contrition, recommitting to follow God’s way. 

In modern language, ‘repent’ and ‘regret’ are separate words, but they aren’t in older languages. That
should give us some additional information and context when we think about our attitude as we confess
our sin and repent.

Repentance and confession are crucial because they help us to stay focused on God. As human beings,
we are prone to making mistakes and straying from the path that God has set for us. However, through
repentance and confession, we can acknowledge our wrongs (both things we’ve done and things we
should have done but didn’t do) and seek God's grace and forgiveness.

Jesus himself taught the importance of this throughout his ministry. In Mark 1:15, he proclaimed, "The
time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." This call to
repentance and faith is a central theme of Jesus' teaching, and it underscores the importance of turning
away from sin and embracing God's grace and forgiveness.

As believers, the kingdom of God is within us, as the Holy Spirit dwells in us. Jesus’ words about
repentance apply directly to us every day of our lives as disciples.

Jesus himself modeled these behaviors in his interactions with his followers and even strangers. He
repeatedly engages in deep and honest conversations with people who are struggling with sin and
shame, showing compassion, and offering forgiveness to those who turn to him in repentance and faith.

In this season of Lent, let’s remind ourselves and one another, “Disciples of Jesus confess and repent in
order to turn toward God.”

We can grow as disciples by acknowledging our sinfulness, seeking forgiveness, and committing to live
according to God's will. This helps us deepen our relationship with Jesus and grow in our faith. As we
seek to follow Jesus and live by his example, may we always remember the importance of repentance
and confession, and may we always turn towards God with humble and contrite hearts.

Grow in grace,
Pastor Russ (russ@crestwoodmethodist.com)
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Easter 2023Easter 2023

March 2023

Take the LENTEN CHALLENGE to read together as followers
of Christ during Lent. Lent gives us a great opportunity to
dive into Scripture. If you don't have a habit of daily Bible
reading, this is a perfect time to start!

Download the Lent Reading Plan at
CrestwoodMethodist.Com/Lent or scan the QR code on the right.
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Crestwood UMC Discernment TeamCrestwood UMC Discernment Team

We do not know exactly what we are voting on because the Book of Discipline has not changed.
Our congregation needs more information and time for discernment.  We believe that not taking a vote
at this time will allow us to pray, learn, educate, discern and make the best decision possible.  We believe
taking a vote at this time would be divisive and do more harm than good.
We want to keep the main-thing the main-thing by focusing on making disciples and the ministry of
Crestwood UMC.

Dear Crestwood United Methodist Church,                                                                               February 15, 2023

One of our missional priorities is to faithfully respond rather than fearfully react to General Conference and
changes in the United Methodist Church.  We have a Discernment Team (pictured included) that has the
primary focus of living into this missional priority.  Our team formed in November and December of 2022 and
has met four times in 2023.  Part of the team has been meeting with Sunday School Classes and groups in
the congregation.  All of the team are providing leadership for our Holy & Courageous Conversation
discussions.  We are thankful for their leadership.

The team members present at the Discernment Team meeting on Sunday, February 12, 2023, voted
unanimously to recommend to the Administrative Board to continue to move forward in our discernment
process and not hold a church vote related to disaffiliation at this time.    All of our discernment team is
unanimous in this recommendation.  The Administrative Board unanimously affirmed the Discernment
Team’s recommendation.

We made this recommendation because our job is to faithfully respond rather than fearfully react to General
Conference and changes in the United Methodist Church.  Based off our discernment and conversation with
United Methodist leaders we know that the Book of Discipline has not changed.  We also hope and believe
that there will be continued and additional options after General Conference 2024 for all United Methodists.
Including systems for churches to remain United Methodist or to disaffiliate in a gracious way.  We met with
Rev. Tom Grieb, who is the pastor of St. John UMC, and has been elected as representative to General
Conference seven times (last 28 years) and was an Episcopal Nominee.  Tom shared his view on why it is wise
to await further details, progress, and decision, while allowing the Holy Spirit and the leadership of the UMC
to inform future discernment.  We also met with our District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. John Hatton, and were
similarly encouraged and informed in our discernment.

Additionally, based off our conversations with groups within the church we believe that taking a vote before
March 15, 2023, would not be healthy for our church and ministry here in Crestwood.  We believe it would do
more harm than good because:

We know that there are mixed emotions and opinions within our church on this decision.  Please know that
our goal is to faithfully respond rather than fearfully react.  We do not know what decisions will be made at
General Conference 2024 and what options will be available for all United Methodists after General
Conference.  Therefore, we believe the best thing we can do as a church is to continue to our discernment
process, be in ministry with all people and keep making disciples for the transformation of the world.  
Please know our team is available to you.  Our next meeting is March 12, and we are hosting an open
information session on Sunday.    

In Christ,

Crestwood UMC Discernment Team
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Bible Study OpportunitiesBible Study Opportunities

Ladies~ would you like to be part of a
small group, but you’d also like to stay
home…in your sweats or PJ’s? Then you
are in luck! There is one!

Come join a supportive, open, praying, and
loving small group that meets virtually.
Contact Laurel Crimm to get plugged in.  

Tuesday Evenings 7:00-8ish.

Contact Laurel Crimm  
 laurelcrimm@gmail.com

Tuesday Women's Bible Study
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Youth MinistriesYouth Ministries
We have had a busy couple of months in our youth group. Our Christmas party in December was amazing.
We had a Galentines day party for the ladies and Brosgiving for the guys. We took a group of youth to
WinterBlitz in Louisville. We also had an awesome party I the CLC during a certain undisclosed sporting
event. We were also blessed by the Boy Scouts helping us to clear out a lot of clutter from the youth space. It
has been a busy month! 

I am realizing that there was a lot in youth ministry that I had never considered. I never considered the
importance of adding padding to poles in a church basement, the delicate balance of waiting long enough
to have another pizza night for dinner so the youth don’t get bored with it, and of course keeping enough
snacks in the youth area so they want to come to events. I am mostly joking, but there are many things I had
never considered before I arrived here. Things that the Lord is showing me and things that others are
helping make known to me. All of this to say, I am glad I am here. I am glad we have a church that has a
desire to invest in the lives of their young people. I hope that we continue to make this is a welcoming place
and a community where our youth are valued and loved. 

May God bless and keep you. 
Grace and Peace,
Connor Berg



Page 7March 2023

Children's MinistriesChildren's Ministries

Camp SOS is for current 3rd-5th graders.  VBS is rising 4 year olds to 5th graders. 
Contact Pastor Kim for more information.  Kim@CrestwoodMethodist.com

VBS
July 10-14
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Easter Egg HuntEaster Egg Hunt
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we gave $2,450 in pledges to the worldwide UMW
$550 to church in Poland for Ukranian relief
$300 to the CMA Girls Rescue Center in Africa
$3100 to local mission and ministries

Spear-head the collection of 250 boxes of instant potatoes for High Point.
organized and worked a church-wide luncheon on Larry Stoess Sunday
organized the reception after the Christmas Cantata.
cleaned an apartment for Good News Home for a family needing shelter.
put together 50 UMCOR hygiene kits.
supply the needs of 4 children for Christmas.
organize and fund Graduation Recognition.
provide and serve dinner to Celebrate Recovery at Portland twice throughout the year.

Come join us for the Kickoff to a New Year of Crestwood United Methodist Women

First Meeting will be on Tuesday, March 21, 2023.  Our Gathering Time will be from 2:30 - 3:00 p.m. Meetings
begin at 3:00 p.m. and end at 4:00 p.m. We generally meet on the 3rd Tuesday of each month beginning in
March and ending in December. 2023

Officers are as follows: Joanne Taylor & Joan Bryant, Co-Presidents Ralynn Harruff - Secretary Pat Burnett,
Treasurer. 

All ladies of Crestwood UMC are invited to join the fellowship and be a part of a mission-focused team. 

What we accomplished in 2022: 

We worked to: 

Our fund-raising efforts with the support of our congregation were the following: Poinsettia sale, Mother's Day
Rose sale, and two Bake Sales And All this with 23 active members and only 8 meetings! 

Come be a Part of this Ministry Team! If questions, call Joanne Taylor (548-5203) or Joan Bryant (387-0386).

United Methodist WomenUnited Methodist Women



March 2023 Page 10

Missions TeamMissions Team
We are doing blessings in a backpack bags this year for 33 Crestwood students. We pack them every
Wednesday and deliver them to the school on Thursday. They go home on Fridays for the weekend. This is
done August thru May. We can always use food donations, personal care items and monetary donations. $113 a
year will sponsor a child. For more info contact Bobbie at bobbiestoess@bellsouth.net

We had the month of February to stock the food Pantry. We stocked it with Macaroni and cheese, peanut
butter and jelly, cereal, pop tarts, spaghetti and sauce, fruit, soup, green beans and corn, chicken, and tuna. We
also had soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes and deodorant. The food pantry is used a lot for families in
need. Thank you for your support. We do it again in July. 

Our church had Laundry Love on Saturday February 11. We took Tide pods, fabric softener sheets and $500 for
washers and dryers. We were able to help people do 175 loads of wash and dry it. The laundry mat was full. 
 We spent $620.00. It was our best Laundry Love ever. 

Our helpers were Bill Potts, Bobbie Stoess, Vicki Slider, Georgiana Doty, Pastor Derek, Ralynn Harruff, Joan
Bryant abc JoAnne Taylor. Faith and Service Circle. It was a great day, and we invited many people to church. 

Scout Sunday – The Scout Troop had a great time February 5th for the annual Scout Sunday Service.  The
Troop started the event on Saturday, February 4th by working a total of 49 hours cleaning out the basement
and helping out in the Kilgus House!  We then ate dinner together in the CLC and played volleyball. 
 Saturday night we rehearsed the services including some time spent with Pastor Russ who discussed
communion with us and answered questions.  After getting a few hours of sleep Saturday night, the Troop
enjoyed leading the 9:01 and 11:11 services Sunday morning.  The Pack and the Troop are very thankful for all
the support that we get from CUMC!

Costa Rica – This year’s trip to Costa Rica was a huge success – God really showed up in many ways! The
team was able to accomplish many things: New feeding program/VBS in a new town (See pictures),
multiple VBS and women’s studies, worship services and many construction projects! The team of fifteen
was extremely blessed by the hospitality of them camp directors Paul and Amy Priest. If you feel led, they
could use your financial support! They are 100% supported by churches and individuals. The camp’s web site
is www.campnehemias.org and their email is campnehemias1@gmail.com. 

http://www.campnehemias.org/
mailto:campnehemias1@gmail.com
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March 27
Chuck Sumner
Joanne Taylor
March 28
Sarah Forbey
Tina Rose
March 29
Linda Hooser
March 31
Derek Robinette
Marvin Stoess

March 9
Pam Flinchum
March 10
Heidi Eilrich
March 12
Jimmy Keown
Jeanette Thompson
March 13
Morgan Jemtrud
March 18 
Austin Davis

March 20 
Julia Forseth
March 21 
Kaden Crady
Karen Grimes
March 22
Roxanne Edling
Ashley Goldman
March 24
Russ Broomell
March 26
Olivia Knuth

March 4 
Jane Ferebee
March 5 
Sarah Spinks
March 7 
John Moberly
Gloria Smithson
Donna Shuffett
March 8
Nick Bradley
MJ Goldman

AnniversariesAnniversaries

March BirthdaysMarch Birthdays

March 8 - Adam & Jenny Forseth         March 29- Ron & Gloria Smithson

March 12 - Joe & Sarah Spinks               March 29- Ed & Ann Beeler

March 30-David & Pam Flinchum        March 31- Dennis & Peggy Spainhour 

Triple L - Senior Adult MinistryTriple L - Senior Adult Ministry
It was great to see everyone who came out for Game Day. It was more than lunch to feed the body- It was
laughter and smiles to feed the spirit. Jennifer Henderson from Senior Home Transitions provided the games
and spoke briefly about Senior supports.

We are collecting updated contact information for those wanting to participate in our "senior youth group " so,
if your mailing address, email, and/or phone number have recently changed, please contact Joy Tabler to
provide her with updates. 

Joy Tabler, Senior Adult Ministry
joytabler@gmail.com 417-6725
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Prayer RequestsPrayer Requests
By Request: 
Connie Armstrong, Sandy Ball, Ken Freeman, George Hemphill, Gordon Hettinger, Phyliss & Richard
Ioos, Blanche Jernigan, Pat Johnson, Josh Kitterman, Jackie Little, Laverne McMahan, Joyce Moberly,
Tommy Moore, Joann Pitchford, Rick Rash, Rachael Riddell, Larry Stanley, Susan Ulrich, Jay & Wilma
Youngblood.
 
Our Missionaries: 
Christian & Angelica Dickson, Stephen & Beth Dupree, Tim & Jennifer Goshorn, Debbie Kitchel, Jim &
Mary Newman, Mark & Rebecca Smallwood, and all the people with whom they serve. 
 
Our Military: 
Jenna Lacy, Dale Carter, Lisa Ray (Rawson) and Trent Ulrich.

Nursing Home/Rehab/Homebound FriendsNursing Home/Rehab/Homebound Friends
Rick Rash
351 Cunningham Ave.
Sadieville, KY 40370

Pat Steed
BeeHive Homes of Louisville (Lyndon) 
8401 LaGrange Rd
Louisville, KY  40222

Milt Stoess 
50 Shepard Lane, Rm #115
Bedford, KY 40006 

Jay & Wilma Youngblood
3101 N. Hurstbourne Pkwy. Apt. #211
Louisville, KY 40241

Jessica Bourgoin
13434 Reindeer
Moreno Valley, CA. 92653

 

Ann Carter
2808 Heather Lane
LaGrange, KY 40031

Lindy Graham
11 Logans Run
Kennebunk, ME 04043
 
Richard & Phyllis Ioos
162 Edgewood Way
Louisville, KY 40243
 
Doris Manning
Independence Village 
Fishers East
12950 Talblick St Apt 229
Fishers IN 46037

Jackie Little
3101 N. Hurstbourne Pkwy.
Louisville, KY 40241

Laverne McMahan 
13600 LaGrange Rd, #136 
Louisville, KY 40245 

John & Joyce Moberly
15200 Abington Ridge Place
Louisville, KY 40245
 
Dave & Patti Nuermberger
248 Spring Meadow Ln.
Louisville, KY 40243

Joann Pitchford
1012 Richwood Way
LaGrange, KY 40031

Carolyn Key
13600 LaGrange Rd #226
Louisville, KY 40245

Chet Rozak
2400 Arnold Palmer Blvd
Louisville, KY 40245

LOUCON
Loucon Training 
& Retreat Center

ALDERSGATE

loucon.org/camps
aldersgatecamp.org/summer/

Aldersgate Camp
& Retreat Center

Summer Camps** - Grades K-12Summer Camps** - Grades K-12
**CUMC will pay 50% of one week at camp! 

https://www.loucon.org/camps
https://www.loucon.org/camps
https://www.loucon.org/camps
https://www.loucon.org/camps
https://www.loucon.org/camps


develop a clear pathway for people to grow in their relationship with Christ by
CONNECTING with a small group and being EQUIPPED to SERVE in a ministry.  
strategically use ministries and facilities to meet the spiritual and human need of
the community surrounding the church.
strategically reach out to young adults and families while honoring and caring for all
who have led the church to where we are today. 
develop clear and relevant communication strategies that engage all people in the
congregation and community.
cast a clear and compelling 2030 vision that will unify and allow Crestwood UMC to
faithfully respond rather than fearfully react to recommendations from General
Conference of the UMC. 

VISION: 
Crestwood UMC will be a totally devoted people called to give, to act and to serve as
Jesus.

MISSION: 
Crestwood UMC is a caring church that invites, connects, equips and serves through
Jesus Christ. 

BASED OFF OUR 2021 LISTENING SESSIONS CRESTWOOD UMC WILL:

About usAbout us

Contact Contact usus

9:01AM   Contemporary Service         11:11AM   Traditional Service

Sunday Service TimesSunday Service Times


