
 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 

 
1. Is sin something that humans can realistically avoid? What did Christ do to 

help us with our sinful condition? Is there an alternative to faith in Christ? 
To help you answer these questions, watch the video entitled “Khata/Sin” at 
The Bible Project website: https://thebibleproject.com/videos/khata-sin/  
 

2. God holds us to an objective standard of righteousness, not a subjective 
standard. What is the objective standard he holds us to? Can any human 
meet God’s standard? In what ways do people try to hold themselves to a 
subjective standard of righteousness? In what ways do people accuse 
others yet fail to see the sins in their own lives?   
 

3. Answer the following questions from Tim Keller’s book, Romans 1-7 For 
You (pg. 44): a) “What are the sins you are tempted to excuse in yourself 
while condemning others?” b) “When you consider how those outside your 
church live, do you shake your head and judge in your heart? Or do you 
think: My heart is by nature just like theirs; it just shows itself differently?”  
 

4. Paul says in Romans 2:4 that God’s kindness should lead to repentance. 
How has God’s kindness led to repentance in your life? Do you tend to use 
God’s kindness as an excuse for complacency and apathy?  
 

5. Read Matthew 7:1-6. In light of that passage and Romans 2:1-3, should 
Christians judge one another (see also John 7:24; 1 Cor 4:3-5; 5:3,12-13)? If 
we are to judge one another, when and how should we do that? See the 
following article at the Desiring God website to help you answer this: 
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/judge-not-that-you-may-judge-well 
 

Advanced Question #1: 
Read Jesus’s Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11–32). How does this parable relate 
theologically to Paul’s writings in Romans? How is the younger brother like the person 
Paul describes in Romans 1:18-32? How is the older brother like Romans 2:1-5? Read 
also the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector (Luke 18:9-14). Compare and 
contrast that parable with Paul’s writings in Romans. Do Jesus and Paul espouse the 
same theological truth?  
 
Advanced Question #2: 
Read Romans 2:6-10. Paul contrasts two destinies for his readers in this passage. What 
are those destinies? Why does Paul speak of “well-doing” (vs. 7) and “doing good” (vs. 10) 
here and then pair that with eternal life? Does this sound like salvation by good works? 
Aren’t we saved by grace through faith? Is Paul speaking about someone who pursues 
good and salvation apart from faith (as a hypothetical impossibility), or someone who 
does good as a product of faith? 
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