
 

 

 

 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 
 
GO DEEPER 
Read Romans 3:21-31. Why does Martin Luther call this passage the central place of 
Romans and of the whole Bible? Why does Martin Lloyd Jones call the first two 
words in 3:21, “But now,” the most wonderful words in all of Scripture? How do 
those words signal a massive transition in Paul’s letter? Compare and contrast what 
precedes those words in 1:18-3:20 and what follows those words in 3:21-31.  
 
Define the term “justification” in your own words. What does it mean to be justified 
by grace? What does it mean to be justified by faith? How is justification by faith 
different from justification by works?  
 
God offers his grace freely to us, but it cost him something. What did it cost him? 
What does propitiation mean? How was propitiation demonstrated in the OT (see Ex 
25:17-21; Lev 16; cf. 1 Jn 2:2; 4:10; Heb 2:17)?  

 
GET PERSONAL 
Romans 3:23 tells us that the righteousness of God is available for all who believe, 
and there is no distinction. Do you ever think that you deserve God’s grace, because 
you are better than other people? Do you ever think that you are unworthy of God’s 
grace, because you are worse than other people? Does your poor opinion of another 
person keep you from sharing the gospel with them? What would Paul say about 
this?  
 
How has humility been cultivated in your life as a Christian? Why is boasting in self 
inconsistent with the Christian message? Should we boast at all? If so, how should 
we boast? 
 
How does your understanding of the free gift of God’s grace and Jesus’s sacrifice at 
the cross affect your identity? Do you see yourself as a holy person? Are you loved 
by God? Are you righteous in God’s sight?  

 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Have you been justified by God’s grace? If so, when? Do you ever feel like God owes 
you something? How do we avoid thinking of God like a Santa Clause in the sky that 
rewards our “nice” behavior and punishes our “naughty” behavior? What’s wrong 
with thinking of God that way? 

 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
When we are justified by faith, are we made righteous or are we declared righteous? 
What’s the difference? Does it really matter? Read the following article to help you 
with that question: https://jdgreear.com/blog/declared-righteous-all-at-once/ 
Also watch the following video to help you answer this question: 
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/declared-be-righteous/ 
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