
 

 

 

 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 
 
GO DEEPER 
Read Romans 3:9-20. How does Paul describe humanity in this passage? Where 
does Paul gather his evidence to describe the extent of human sinfulness? What 
passages from the OT does Paul quote?  
 
How do you feel after reading this passage? Depressed? Hopeful? How do you 
think Paul wants you to feel? Is Paul just being negative? Is he a misanthrope – 
someone who hates people? What’s his purpose in writing Romans 3:9-20? 
 
According to Romans 3:20, the law actually does us a favor. Although, it doesn’t 
save us, it gives us knowledge of sin. How is this a good thing? Would it be 
better for us not to have the law and be ignorant of our own sinfulness? Is 
ignorance bliss in this regard?    
 
When someone becomes a Christian, is he/she rehabilitated or regenerated (i.e. 
born again)? What’s the difference, and does that difference matter?  
 
GET PERSONAL 
Do you think of yourself as someone who is inherently good or inherently bad? 
Do you think you are capable of great evil? What about if there was war or 
famine? Can you conquer the sin inside of you on your own?  
 
Paul says in Romans 3:19 that every mouth will be stopped before God and the 
whole world will be held accountable to God. What are you going to say when 
you stand before God in judgment? How are you going to defend yourself?  

 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
How would you respond to someone who says, “when I stand before God, I’m 
going to give him a piece of my mind”? What about when people say, “when I 
stand before God, I’m going to shake my fist at him and submit my complaint”?  
 
How does your understanding of total depravity change the way you live your 
life? How does it change the way you worship? How does it change your 
understanding of grace?   

 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
Read the following article “What’s So Great About Total Depravity?” at the 
Ligonier Ministries website: https://www.ligonier.org/blog/whats-so-great-
about-total-depravity/  
Now answer the question: “what’s so great about total depravity?” How does 
this doctrine “exalt the cross in our eyes and fill our hearts with a holy delight”?  
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