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10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others 
revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

Amen. Church you may be seated. And as you are being seated, go ahead and take your Bibles 

with me and turn to Matthew 5. For the last six weeks, we’ve been addressing some important topics in 

our series, “Brave in the New World.” And my goal has been to help you perceive God’s perspective, not 

the world’s perspective, on things like gender, marriage, sexuality, human dignity, and marijuana. My 

desire all along has been to show you how to be brave in this new world that we are living in.  

Today I want to capstone this series by showing you not only how to be brave in this new world, 

but also how to be blessed. You can be blessed in this new world that we are living in, Christian. You 

don’t have to live a life of defeatism and despair, even if our world grows increasingly hostile to Christian 

truths. I want to show you God’s path to blessing. And by the way, when I say blessed, let’s be clear 

about that. I’m not talking about #blessed, “I just got a new Cadillac from Jesus!” That is not the 

blessing that Jesus talks about in Matthew 5. God’s idea of blessing is very different from the world’s 

concept of blessing.  

And I think that a message like this is necessary, because some of you might already be thinking 

this: “Pastor Tony, if we believe what you’ve been teaching about gender, marriage, sexuality, human dignity, 

and marijuana over the last few weeks… If we believe that, and admit that we believe it, and speak out about it, 

people are going to look down on us. We’re going to face opposition in this world. It’s going to be hard!”  

Yeah, it is. Jesus makes no bones about that. Jesus said, “In this world you will have tribulation” 

(John 16:33).  But Jesus also said, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.” Jesus also 

said “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on 

my account.”  

Let me just summarize what I’m going to teach you today in two sentences. Can I do that? If you 

get this, then you will get everything else that I say today. Here’s the bottom-line Biblical principle that I 

want to expound this morning. Everyone listening? Here it is. The road to irrelevance is paved with 

cowardice and compromise. The road to blessing is paved with courage and conviction. Let me say that 

again. The road to irrelevance is paved with cowardice and compromise. The road to blessing is paved 

with courage and (biblical) conviction. I want you to know, Harvest Decatur, that being brave in the New 

World leads to blessing. I don’t want us to just be brave in the New World. We can also be blessed.   

 Last week you might have heard that the “Boy Scouts” filed for bankruptcy.1 If you have 

followed the Boy Scouts over the last few years you can trace the compromise again and again and again. 

I like the Boy Scouts. My dad was a Boy Scout. It met a dire need in this country at the turn of the 20th 

Century when boys were growing up in urbanized settings and didn’t really know how to do manly 

things. But if you trace the recent history of the Boy Scouts, here’s what you find. Compromise. 

Compromise. Compromise.  

If you trace the recent history of some mainline Christian denominations, you know what you 

find? Compromise. Compromise. Compromise. Irrelevance. Irrelevance. Irrelevance. Some of those 

denominations barely exist anymore. So let me say it again. The road to irrelevance is paved with 

cowardice and compromise. The road to blessing is paved with courage and conviction.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                                 
1 See Samantha Schmidt’s article “Boy Scouts of America Files for Bankruptcy amid Wave of Potential Lawsuits,” The Washington Post, February 18, 2020: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/dc-md-va/2020/02/18/boy-scouts-bankruptcy/. See also Part I of “The Briefing” podcast for February 19, 2020: https://albertmohler.com/2020/02/19/briefing-

2-19-20. 
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So let’s unpack what Jesus says in Matthew 5, and let’s try to get a handle on what it means to be 

“Blessed and Brave in this New World.” Here’s your outline today, Harvest Decatur. I want to answer this 

question: 

I’ll give you three answers to that question. Go ahead and write this down as #1 in your notes. 

When people persecute you for being righteous, be encouraged.

1) 

I know that’s counter-intuitive, but lots of things that Jesus told us are counterintuitive. That’s what it 

means to be a Christian in a fallen world. Lots of things that Jesus told us to do are counterintuitive; and they 

are countercultural as well.  

Jesus says in verse 10,  
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

Just a bit of context here. This is Jesus giving his famous “Sermon on the Mount” speech in Matthew 5-

7. This is the greatest sermon ever preached. This is the best-known and most memorized speech in human 

history. And Jesus begins this great sermon by giving us a list of beatitudes. Blessed are the poor in spirit. 

Blessed are those who mourn. Blessed are the meek. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

Blessed are the merciful. Blessed are the pure in heart. Blessed are the peacemakers. Each of these statements is 

more counterintuitive and countercultural than the previous one.  

And then Jesus ends this string of beatitudes with a bang by saying,  
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake 

“People don’t like you because you follow Jesus? Good.” “People talk down about you because 

you have moral convictions? Good!” “People belittle you, because your sexual ethic is not the same as this 

world? Good. You are blessed!” says Jesus. 

We get this wrong in America. We seem to think that if you are persecuted or if people don’t like 

you, then you must be doing something wrong. If you are not healthy, wealthy, and well-liked, then you 

must have angered God with your actions. That is not what Jesus teaches.  

Ajith Fernando, who was a missionary to Sri Lanka for 35 years, talks about this in his commentary on 

Acts. He says, “A common reaction of Christians when they see a fellow Christian suffer is to look for 

something wrong that the sufferer has done. They seem to think that these persons are suffering because 

they have done something that is not in keeping with God’s will. They may advise the sufferers or even 

rebuke them. If a person is tired because he has done God’s work along with his job and family 

responsibilities, he is rebuked for working too hard. When a person is unpopular in the workplace for 

taking a stand for Christ, she is rebuked for being unwise. When someone gets assaulted and ends up in 

the hospital for trying to make peace in a conflict, he is criticized for trying to act like a messiah, not 

minding his own business. Those who should be encouraging sufferers end up discouraging them and 

adding to their pain.”2 
Notice Jesus doesn’t do that. Jesus encourages those who suffer for his sake. He says in verse 10, 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.” Jesus says, “Blessed are those who are 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  

 Now, let’s be careful here. That doesn’t mean that Christians are given a blank check to go out there 

and be obnoxious in this world, so that we can be persecuted. Persecution doesn’t automatically mean blessing! 

And Christians should not adopt a “persecution complex” where it doesn’t apply.  

Tim Keller says this: “If you’re always [being] persecuted, you’re probably an obnoxious person, 

but if you’re never being persecuted you’re probably a coward… If you’re always being persecuted, 

you’re probably obnoxious, because Jesus wasn’t always persecuted, but if you’re never being persecuted, 

you’re probably a coward, because Jesus was [persecuted]. Don’t you see that Christians, by just living a 

godly life, are going to upset people?”  

You are blessed, Christian, not because you are persecuted. You are blessed because you are 

persecuted for righteousness’ sake. If you have faith in Jesus, then Christ’s righteousness has been 

imputed into your life. His righteousness becomes your righteousness. And that imputed righteousness by 

faith is going to manifest itself in a Christ-imitating righteous lifestyle. It will. And you will start to live a 

                                                 
2 Ajith Fernando, Acts, NIVAC (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998) 360. 



life of holiness and honor. You will reject the sexual ethics of this world. You will oppose things that 

compromise human dignity like eugenics and abortion and euthanasia. You will refuse to smoke 

marijuana even though it’s cheap and legal and acceptable.  

And when people oppose you for that. When people chide you for that or disparage you for that, 

Jesus says don’t sweat it. You are blessed. You’ve got the Holy Spirit inside of you. Jesus promised us 

that later in his ministry. You’ve got the church on your side. You’ve got eternity to look forward to. 

Yours is the kingdom of heaven. What persecution could possibly be so bad that you would be 

discouraged, if you have eternity to look forward to? What’s the worst they can do to you? Kill you! If 

they kill you, you win! You go home to live with the LORD forever. You can’t lose.  

I mean let’s be real here. People in our country aren’t going to kill you for following Christ. Our 

country has a wonderful Christian heritage and a long history of religious freedom, so let’s not lose sight 

of that. We should be thankful for that even in the midst of maybe some verbal persecution of Christians 

here. And you should know too that that’s not the case in every part of our world.  

Last Sunday in Burkina Faso, a group of jihadist gunmen burst into a church service and gunned 

down 24 Christians including a pastor.3 This was the latest of a string of attacks against Christians in that 

African country. 

When I was in India last fall, a pastor told me that someone in their community just randomly 

threw a pipe bomb into their church building. It blew up and scared everyone half to death, and 

thankfully nobody was hurt. Nobody found out who threw the bomb, and the authorities barely 

investigated the matter. Just another day in Northern India as far as that pastor was concerned.4  

Do we deal with that kind of persecution in the U.S., in Decatur, Illinois? No. But do we deal with 

opposition? Yeah, we do. And I don’t want to minimize that. We do deal with being increasingly 

marginalized and ostracized in our culture.   

On Friday, I heard that one of the few pro-life Democrats in Illinois, Dan Lipinski, is under 

pressure from his party for his pro-life views. The mayor of Chicago, Lori Lightfoot, said that Lipinski 

was on the wrong side of history.5 You ever heard that phrase before? That phrase used to be employed 

for people who opposed same-sex marriage. Now it’s increasingly being use for anyone at any time who 

opposes the moral revolution in this country. If you favor religious liberty over sexual liberty, then you’re 

on the wrong side of history… even though religious liberty is a protected right written right into The 

First Amendment of our Constitution. There is no amendment written for sexual liberty. Still those who 

oppose the sexual revolution in this country are being told “you’re on the wrong side of history.”  

And now that phrase, “the wrong side of history” is being used for pro-lifers who say that a pre-

born child’s life in the womb should be protected. I wonder what those pre-born children think about 

that phrase, “the wrong side of history”? Are the people who kill them in the womb on the “right side of 

history”? 

Now before I get too animated about this issue or any other issue… and before I get us all worked 

up into an angry lather, let me say this again…  
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

So when people persecute you for being righteous, be encouraged. Jesus said that would happen. Jesus 

said this is part of our inheritance as Jesus-followers, and this is part of our inheritance as people who 

belong to the kingdom of heaven!   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Write this down as #2 in your notes. When people insult you for being like Jesus, be glad. 

2) 

Jesus says in John 15, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you 

were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you 

                                                 
3 “Gunmen Kill at Least 24 at Church in Burkina Faso,” New York Times, February 17, 2020: https://www.nytimes.com/2020/02/17/world/africa/burkina-faso-church-attack.html 
4 In fact, India just cracked the top ten of countries where it is hardest to be a Christian according to Open Doors USA. See Jayson Casper, “The Top 50 Countries Where It’s Hardest to Be a 
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out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater 

than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you.” (15:18-20). 

Why was Jesus hated? Do you know? Why did people hate him? Was it because he healed people? Was 

it because he was a fantastic teacher that kept the masses enthralled? Was it because he was sinless and 

compassionate towards sinners? Think about it for a minute. Jesus never picked up a sword. He never led an 

army. He never sinned against anyone. He was perfectly righteous and perfectly holy. So why did people hate 

him?  

I’ll tell you why. It’s because he was perfectly righteous and perfectly holy! He was altogether pleasing 

in God’s sight. And he was different from this world. That’s why people hated him. And Jesus said to his 

disciples, “Don’t be surprised if they hate you too.” “You’re different!” “You’re not from this world. You 

don’t belong here!” “You’re a nation of Abels living among a nation of Cains. So don’t be surprise when 

the Cains rise up against you and persecute you.” 

I know this is hard for those of us who really want to be liked. I don’t like being hated. I don’t like 

being disliked. I liked to be liked. But that’s not always our lot in life. We’ve got a cross to bear as 

Christians. We are called to this as followers of Christ. And let’s face it, some people didn’t like Jesus, so 

why would they like us?  

And that doesn’t mean that every unbeliever will hate us or that everything we do as Christians 

will be hated. I don’t want to overstate the case. But let me say it this way, there is an undercurrent of 

enmity that inevitably exists between followers of Christ and rejecters of Christ in this world. It has to be 

that way. And as a Christian, you’ve got to be okay with that, especially in our day where that 

undercurrent is becoming more and more manifest in our culture.     

The Apostle Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:12, “Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will 

be persecuted.” John Piper says it this way, “All of you who are dead-earnest about putting God first in 

your work and home and school and leisure will bump into some form of opposition sooner or later. None 

of us knows when our freedoms may cease or when we may be called by God to go to a dangerous place 

or take a stand here that will cause many to dislike us.”6 Remember that quote from Tim Keller earlier 

too. “If you’re never being persecuted you’re probably a coward.”  

Some of you might say, “Shh, Shh, Pastor Tony. I’m one of the secret Christians.” Well, I’ve got a 

secret for you. There’s no such thing as a “secret Christian.” If you think you are a secret Christian, you 

might as well tell people you are a Kris Kringle at Christmas time.   

It’s not just Paul and Jesus who tell us that Christians will suffer for their faith. Peter tells us in his 

epistle “Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also rejoice 

and be glad when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the 

Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you” (1 Pet 4:12-14). The Apostle James tells us in his epistle to “count it 

all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces 

steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 

nothing” (1:2-4).   

I’m not sharing these Scriptures with you to intimidate you or scare you. I’m just trying to show you that 

what Jesus said in Matthew 5 isn’t some strange anomaly in the NT. This concept of suffering and dealing with 

persecution as part of our faith is a fundamental truth presented the Bible.   

 Jesus says in verse 10, 
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 

I know this is hard for us to hear. But we need to hear it. And I’d rather you hear it from Jesus and know 

what to expect than be caught unaware. 

By the way, let me say this, reviling can come from the left. But it can also come from the right. People 

may revile you for saying that God is a God of grace, and salvation is by grace alone through faith. People may 

revile you for saying, like Jesus, “turn the other cheek” (Matt 5:39). People may revile you for saying, 

“[forgive] one another, as God in Christ forgave you” (Eph 4:32). People may revile you for saying, “do justice, 

love mercy, and walk humbly with your God” (Mic 6:8). I don’t really care much about holding to a party 
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line or promoting a party platform. I care about what Jesus says! And I care about what the Bible 

teaches.  

Jesus says, “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 

you falsely on my account…” meaning, you are suffering because you belong to Jesus. You are insulted and 

reviled, because you are acting like Jesus. And that means you are blessed like Jesus.  

Jesus says in verse 12,  
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great … 

Where? Where is it great, Christian? On earth? Is your reward great on earth? “#blessed, Pastor Tony.” 

“Bring me my Cadillac, Jesus. Cha-ching! Look at how blessed I am.” Is that what Jesus says? No! That is 

so pathetic, by the way. Pathetic and misguided. Jesus says,  
12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven,  

 Jesus says this later in the Sermon on the Mount. This is Matthew 6. Tell me if you’ve heard this 

before. “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break 

in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where 

thieves do not break in and steal” (6:19-20). How clear is that, Harvest Decatur?  

If you own a Cadillac, I’m not trying to shame you this morning. To be honest, the same line of 

reasoning can be used for a Honda or a Ford or a Toyota Echo. Just realize that whatever you are 

driving right now is going to be a bucket of bolts in about 30 years rusting away in some automotive 

graveyard.  

I remember when Sanja and I’s beloved Toyota Camry got sold to the junkyard. Sanja and I had 

that thing for 15 years. It was the first car we had as a married couple. Drove it up from Texas to 

Chicago. 300,000 miles. I might’ve cried when we let it go to the junkyard. Actually, we gave it to Hang 

Tu, when he was living up in Davenport, and he totaled it. I’ve never forgiven Hang for that.    

Don’t lay up for yourselves treasures on earth! Right? And here’s the parallel truth to that in 

Matthew 5: “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven…” Just think about it this way. 

Someone insults you for being a Christian. Cha-ching! Treasures in heaven. Someone ridicules you for 

following Christ. Cha-ching! Someone disparages you and says you have a puritanical view on sex and 

morality and marriage. Cha-ching, baby! Treasures in heaven.  

Is that crass? Does that trivialize this great, biblical truth? Maybe. But that doesn’t change what Jesus 

says here. We’re not working for the approval of men. We’re not trying to see how many people on earth we 

can please or pacify. We’ve got a greater master and a greater objective and we’ve got better rewards than 

anything that can be offered to us here in this world!  

And also I’m trying to help you see how we can be glad. Some of you might be perplexed by that 

in verse 12. “Rejoice and be glad!” That is a command, folks. In Greek, this is what’s called the 

Imperative Mood. This is an imperative. This is a command from Jesus. When you get persecuted, when 

you get reviled… Rejoice. How is that humanly possible? How can we shift our emotions to that when we 

are taking it on the chin from the world? Well our chin may hurt, but our hearts rejoice. Our feelings 

may get injured, but our souls are glad. We rejoice not because we enjoy pain or we enjoy the 

disapprobation of the world. We’re not masochists. We rejoice because we get to share in what Jesus 

experienced. And it’s not just Jesus. We also get to share in the experience of the prophets of the OT.   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Go ahead and write this down as #3. When people mistreat you for being different, don’t be 

surprised.   

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian opposed Hitler in WWII said in his book The Cost of 

Discipleship. “Suffering… is the badge of the true Christian. The disciple is not above his master…Discipleship 

means allegiance to the suffering Christ, and it is therefore not at all surprising that Christians should be called 

upon to suffer.”7 That was Bonhoeffer’s take on Jesus’s words in this passage. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

said in his article “Suffering and Faith” that “unearned suffering is redemptive.”8 

                                                 
7 The Cost of Discipleship (New York: Macmillan, 1977), 100-1. 
8 https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/king-papers/documents/suffering-and-faith 
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Jesus says,  
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.  

When the world derides you for being different from them, don’t be surprised. When people scorn you 

for having a different view of gender, sex, marriage, and marijuana, don’t freak out. It’s to be expected. The 

prophets of the OT dealt with that. Jesus says, “The prophets who were before you, dealt with persecution 

for doing the right thing.” Jesus dealt with persecution for doing the right thing. Don’t be surprised if you do 

too.  

This last statement in verse 12 is particularly sobering for me. I’ve been reading through the prophets 

for the last few months in my quiet times in the morning. I read Isaiah, and now I’m working through 

Jeremiah. Jeremiah got thrown in jail repeatedly for what he said. I just read the portion of Jeremiah where the 

wicked leaders of Judah arrested Jeremiah and threw him into a cistern full of mud (Jer 38:1-13). And it says in 

Jeremiah 38:6 that “Jeremiah sank in the mud.” Can I just state the obvious? I don’t want to be like Jeremiah! I 

don’t want to sink in mud.  

And what’s funny about that book is that Jeremiah repeatedly gets rescued from the LORD. He gets 

rescued in Jeremiah 38 by a man named Ebed-melech, the Ethiopian. Ebed-melech means “servant of the king” 

in Hebrew. Ebed-melech pulls him out of the cistern and rescues Jeremiah from starvation. You know what 

Jeremiah does after that? He just keeps on preaching. He goes right back to the king and delivers him a warning 

from the LORD (38:14ff.). It’s like he has a death-wish or something.  

Jesus tells us, “When we get treated like Jeremiah, rejoice!” “When we suffer reviling or even 

worse, rejoice!” I know, I know, that is so counterintuitive. That takes some doing as a Christian. For some of 

you that may involve an entire paradigm shift away from what you were told about when you come to Christ, 

he’ll make all your wildest dreams come true. And you will be happy and healthy and everything will go great 

for you.   

There’s a parallel to what Jesus says here later in the NT. There’s a parallel to the experiences of 

Jeremiah in the OT. The single greatest book on joy in the Christian life is the book of Philippians, in my 

opinion. Maybe some of you will debate me on that later. But when I read the book of Philippians, it just 

makes me happy. And there are these repeated statements again and again throughout the book. Paul says, 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice” (Phil 4:4). In Philippians 3:1, Paul says, “Finally, my 

brothers, rejoice in the Lord.” Paul says “finally” in chapter 3, verse 1, and then he writes another two chapters 

of content. That’s pretty typical Pauline style!  

Paul doesn’t just tell the Philippians to rejoice, he tells them he is rejoicing. He says, “I rejoiced in the 

Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me” (4:10). He tells the Philippian Christians 

that they are his joy (4:1). And he says in chapter 2, “Even if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the 

sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be glad and 

rejoice with me (2:17-18).”9 And the great marvel of this, the perplexing, paradoxical reality of this letter, is 

that Paul wrote Philippians while he was in chains awaiting execution.10 If Paul can be joyful in that 

circumstance, we can be joyful in the midst of our small, inconvenient bouts with persecution in our day. 

Right? 

And I think the reason that Paul could rejoice in the midst of that situation wasn’t because he was a 

masochist and liked pain. That’s not it at all. I think he could rejoice because he had been brave for Jesus, and 

got to share in Christ’s suffering. I think he could rejoice because his life was lived meaningfully and 

powerfully and was used by Jesus. He wasn’t bullied into silence by power-brokers in his day. And we 

shouldn’t be either. He wasn’t pressured into accepting the status-quo. He stood for something. He stood up for 

the gospel. He stood up for righteousness. He stood up for the truth.   

By the way, did you hear this last week that Richard Dawkins came under fire for tweeting about 

Eugenics? Dawkins is the most famous atheist in the world. He’s the leading voice of the New Atheist 

movement. He tweeted a few days ago that, “It’s one thing to deplore eugenics on ideological, political, 

moral grounds. It’s quite another to conclude that it wouldn’t work in practice. Of course it would. It 

works for cows, horses, pigs, dogs & roses. Why on earth wouldn’t it work for humans? Facts ignore 
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ideology.”11 Who is brave enough in our world to speak out against that? Who is brave enough to say, “No, 

Richard Dawkins, you are wrong! Morality matters!” “And human life is not the same as cows, horses, 

pigs, dogs and roses!” 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I started my sermon with this statement. Let me reiterate it now. The road to irrelevance is paved 

with cowardice and compromise. The road to blessing is paved with courage and conviction. God is 

looking for a few brave men and women who will stand up for what is right and follow Jesus, even if that 

means taking it on the chin from the world. Are we willing to be those men and women? Do we have the 

grit and the resolve and the fortitude to be brave in the new world? I want to be that kind of Christian. I 

want to lead that kind of church. I want to please Christ and imitate Christ, even if that means being 

ostracized in this world.  

 I’ll close with this. I heard an interview once with Jim Caviezel, the guy who portrayed Jesus in 

the Movie “The Passion of the Christ.” And Caviezel said there were times when he may have been 

portraying Christ in the movie, but he felt like Satan.12 Because he was suffering so much just in his 

portrayal of Christ… he was cold, he was uncomfortable, he was hanging awkwardly on a cross… And of 

course it wasn’t the real thing, but they did a good job artistically trying to imitate it. And even in that 

imitation of what Jesus went through, Caviezel said that he didn’t feel like Jesus, he felt like Satan. 

Because there were these obscenities that were welling up inside of him, not love for people. And he 

would look and see these people on the set laughing and drinking coffee, and he would be filled with hate 

for them because they were oblivious to his suffering as he was trying to portray Christ on the cross. And 

it just goes to show, we can’t ultimately imitate what Christ has done for us. Even if we could, like 

Caviezel, go pretend to imitate him on a cross, we’ll never know the depth of his suffering and we’ll never 

demonstrate the depth of his self-sacrificial love.  

 And to think, Jesus Christ, our Savior didn’t just pretend to suffer and die on a cross. He actually 

suffered and died on a cross. He actually absorbed the wrath of God into himself. He was separated from 

the Father and cried out, “My God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?” And yet through all that, he 

was never filled with hate or with self-loathing. He said, “Forgive them, Father, they know not what they 

do.” That’s our Savior. That’s our Jesus. That’s the person that we are called to imitate. And of course 

we’ll never imitate him perfectly. Don’t misunderstand me. We will never do that. His love for us and the 

suffering he endured is beyond emulation by us, sinful creatures that we are. But because he loved us 

first and died for us, we aspire to love him and love others and live for him, even in this world that may 

very well be growing increasingly hostile to Jesus and his followers. This is our Jesus. Let’s live for him. 

Let’s serve him. Let’s follow him. Let’s be brave for him in our world.  

Bow with me in a word of prayer and then we can worship him together.     

                                                 
11 See the article by David Klinghoffer, “If Human Eugenics Wouldn’t Work, Human Evolution Has a Big Problem,” Evolutionary News & Science Today, February 18, 2020: 

https://evolutionnews.org/2020/02/if-human-eugenics-wouldnt-work-human-evolution-has-a-big-problem/. See also the article “Eugenics is still a dirty word, but is it making a comeback?” by 

Adam Rutherford. February 21, 2020: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/family/life/eugenics-still-dirty-word-making-comeback/ and Part III of “The Briefing” podcast for February 20, 2020: 

https://albertmohler.com/2020/02/20/briefing-2-20-20 
12 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwEbu4VC9bU  
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