
 

 

 

Questions for further application of God’s Word: 
 

GO DEEPER 
Read Matthew 5:10-12. What does it mean to be “blessed”? Consider the following 
explanation in the ESV Study Bible: The biblical concept of “Blessed [means] more than a 
temporary or circumstantial feeling of happiness, this is a state of well-being in 
relationship to God that belongs to those who respond to Jesus’ ministry.” Why would 
someone who suffered persecution for righteousness’ sake be blessed? Why would 
someone who was reviled for Jesus’s sake be blessed? 
 
Read John 15:18-16:4. Should Christians be surprised when the world opposes us? How 
should Christians respond when hate is directed towards them? Should we hate the world 
in return or love them? If the latter, how do we do that? Why does Jesus tell us in John 
16:1, “I have said all these things to you to keep you from falling away”?  What “things” 
has Jesus told us? Are you glad Jesus told us these things in advance? What has Jesus given 
us to help us bear up before a hostile world?  
 
GET PERSONAL 
Have you ever experienced persecution or ridicule from the world and rejoiced in it? How 
could Jesus command us to rejoice when we are persecuted? Is that even possible? What 
would that look like for a Christian in a foreign country who was being physically beaten 
for his or her faith? What would that look like for you in the United States?  
 
What’s the difference between joy and happiness? What’s the difference between 
blessedness and happiness? How is joy produced in the Christian life? Is it a fruit of the 
Spirit? Can we have joy even when we are dealing with something sad (e.g. the death of a 
loved one, persecution and opposition from unbelievers, etc.)?  

 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Jesus gave us a command to “rejoice and be glad” (Matt 5:12). If Jesus commanded this, 
then how do we obey him? The next time you are dealing with a difficult issue or suffering 
through something painful, how can you fix your mind on God’s truth in order to produce 
rejoicing? How can you fix your mind on your reward in heaven in order to “rejoice and be 
glad”?  
 
Read the following article from the Christianity Today website: 
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2020/january/top-christian-persecution-open-
doors-2020-world-watch-list.html?share=  
Take some time now to pray for your Christian brothers and sisters around the world who 
are dealing with severe persecution for their faith in Christ.  
 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
Listen to (or read) the following sermon by John Piper entitled “Blessed are the 
Persecuted”: https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/blessed-are-the-persecuted 
In that sermon, Piper asks the question, “Has modern society become so tolerant that talk 
of persecution is outdated?” What answer does he give to that question? Do you think 
that the issue of Christian persecution will become more prevalent or less prevalent as we 
near Christ’s return? Why?  
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