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Introduction: I’m going to start today by reading part of a Psalm for you, Psalm 127:3-5. You can 

turn to that passage if you like, as I read it. We’re going to look at a number of different texts today, but I 

want to start there.  

We are continuing our series, “Brave in the New World,” and we are looking at these important, 

foundational topics that Christians need to address biblically in the world that we are living in. And you 

probably could have guessed what today’s topic was going to be. Two weeks ago we talked about 

marriage. Last week we talked about sex. Today we are going to talk about kids. That’s the way it should 

progress, by the way… Marriage and then sex and then kids. Like the old playground taunt that we 

learned when we were kids, “First comes love, then comes marriage, then comes baby in the baby 

carriage.” Right? There was more wisdom in that taunt than we realized at the time.  

And speaking of kids, here’s what the Psalmist (King Solomon), says about kids in Psalm 127.  
Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior 
are the children of one's youth. Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them! He shall not be put to shame 
when he speaks with his enemies in the gate. 

There’s this commercial that’s been playing on TV lately that has really bothered me. In my 

twelve years of preaching here at Harvest, I don’t think I’ve ever mentioned a TV commercial. But I 

want to mention this one, because I think it captures the zeitgeist of our current age. And plus it’s 

Superbowl Sunday, so if there was ever a day to get away with referencing a TV Commercial, it’s today.   

So here’s what happens in this commercial. It’s a Hotels.com commercial. And there are these two 

ladies at a park with their kids. And it’s cold and dreary outside. And they are bundled up. It looks like 

they are in Chicago or Detroit or Cleveland. And they are looking at their phones and “hate-liking” their 

friend’s posts about a vacation she is on in California or Hawaii or some sunny, desirable place to be. 

And one of the moms turns to the other mom and asks, “Why does she get to be there, while we are stuck 

here?” implying that “we are stuck in the cold with our lousy, sniveling kids.” And the answer that she 

receives from “Captain Obvious,” the spokesman for Hotels.com is basically “birth control.” That’s why 

they are stuck. And that’s why their friend is able to enjoy life and travel and have fun. “If only we had 

taken the appropriate measure to prevent having these lousy kids, then we could live it up, and have a fun time, 

and enjoy life.” 

Let me ask you, Harvest Decatur, is that God’s perspective on children? Is that what Psalm 123 

says about children? No. The Bible says instead that children are a blessing from the LORD. They are a 

reward, a fruit from the womb.  

And I love the way that Solomon uses warrior imagery here to describe children.     
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of one's youth. Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them! 

Here’s the thing, Harvest Decatur. The world today is down on kids. The world wants to limit 

their number. They take up too much space, and they hurt the environment! The world wants to abort 

kids and marginalize kids and even adultify them. I read an article once that said that we are in a weird 

place in our world where children act like grown-ups and grown-ups act like children. Senator Ben Sasse 

talks about this in his book The Vanishing American Adult. He called it the infantilizing of adults, and the 

adultifying of children.1 What’s a Christian kid to do in a world like this? What’s a Christian parent to 

do in a world like this? What’s a church to do in a world like this? 

Here’s what we do. We do what we’ve done every week for our series. We hold fast to the truths of 

Scripture. And we defy what the world tells us when the world contradicts these Holy Scriptures. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                                 
1 Ben Sasse, The Vanishing American Adult: Our Coming-of-Age Crisis and How to Rebuild a Culture of Self-Reliance (New York: St. Martin’s, 2017), 51. 



So here we go, Harvest Decatur. Here’s your outline for today. Seven answers to the question:  
 

And I’ve already given you the first one. Write this down. 

And by the way, it’s not just children. Grandchildren also are a blessing from the LORD. Right? We got 

some grandmas and grandpas in church here this morning. Shout out to the grandparents this morning. The 

Bible says… 
Proverbs 17:6 – Grandchildren are the crown of the aged, and the glory of children is their fathers. 

Children are a blessing from the LORD. And grandchildren are a blessing from the LORD too. They 

come over and you have fun with them. And then, when they get rowdy, you can send them home with 

their parents.  

I’ve been doing some research this week on Margaret Sanger. Next week I’m preaching a message on 

the “Sanctity of Human Life,” so I figured it be a good time to focus on Margaret Sanger. Margaret Sanger said 

this. She said, “The most serious evil of our times is that of encouraging the bringing into the world of 

large families. The most immoral practice of the day is breeding too many children.”2 What do you think 

about that, Harvest Decatur? Sanger would not like what’s going on here at our church.  
Here’s another quote. Sanger said this: “All of our problems are the result of overbreeding among 

the working class... Knowledge of birth control is essentially moral. Its general, though prudent, practice 

must lead to a higher individuality and ultimately to a cleaner race.”3 Many of you know this, but if you 

don’t, Margaret Sanger was a renowned Eugenicist. And she was also the foundress of a multi-billion 

dollar organization that specializes in aborting babies, an organization that our government gives 

millions of dollars to every year – Planned Parenthood. For more on that, come back next week. 

My message today is not about eugenics or abortion. Quite the opposite. My message today is about 

having babies not aborting them. And my message today is about how to steward this great gift that we have 

been given called children. And children are a gift, a blessing, from the LORD.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Go ahead and write this down as #2. Let’s drill down a little deeper with this question: What does 

the Bible teach about Children?  

The Bible says,  
Proverbs 22:6 – Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

The Bible says this:  
Proverbs 1:8-9 – Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and forsake not your mother's teaching, for they are a graceful garland for 
your head and pendants for your neck. 

The Bible says this: 
Proverbs 29:18 – Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint, but blessed is he who keeps the law. 

Let me ask you, Harvest Decatur, what is your vision for your children’s lives? Do you have one? 

Do you have one!!? I’ll tell you right now, the government has a vision for your children’s lives! LGBT 

activists have a vision for your children’s lives! The school system has a vision for your children’s lives! 

Their baseball coach has a vision for your children’s lives! Your children’s friends have a vision for your 

children’s lives. Do you have a vision for them? Do you have a plan for them?  
The Bible says, “Where there is no prophetic vision the people cast off restraint” (Prov 29:18). Where 

there is no God-directed, God-honoring vision, the people run wild! That’s your kids. That’s your kids, if you 

fail to give them something better or more substantive than what the world feeds them.  

And by the way, do you know what the verse is right before Proverbs 29:18? Proverbs 29:18 is an oft-

quoted passage, but you may not know the verse that immediately precedes it.  
Proverbs 29:17 Discipline your son, and he will give you rest; he will give delight to your heart. 
  I do not think this is a coincidence. I know that the context in Proverbs can turn on a dime, but in this 

case I think verse 18 is intimately linked with verse 17. The author is giving you a contrast here. On one side of 

                                                 
2 Margaret Sanger, Woman and the New Race, (New York: Brentano’s, 1920), Chapter 5: “The Wickedness of Creating Large Families.” Accessed here:  

https://www.bartleby.com/1013/5.html 
3 Margaret Sanger, "Morality and Birth Control," Birth Control Review (Feb-Mar 1918): 11. Accessed here: 

http://www.nyu.edu/projects/sanger/webedition/app/documents/show.php?sangerDoc=213391.xml 

https://www.bartleby.com/1013/5.html
http://www.nyu.edu/projects/sanger/webedition/app/documents/show.php?sangerDoc=213391.xml


the equation, there is vision-less parenting, there is God-less parenting, and there is Bible-less parenting. If you 

go that route, your kids will cast off restraint. They will run wild and be out of control. 

 But on the other side, there is vision parenting. There is discipline. There is intentionality. There is 

purpose. You go that way, then your children will give you rest. They will be a delight to your heart. Those are 

your options.    

You might say, “Okay! Pastor Tony. Okay!” “What should my vision be?” Here it is. Let me help you 

with that. Your vision for your kids is that they grow up to 1) fear God, 2) know God’s Word, and 3) 

follow Christ. That should be your vison for their lives. If they have that, then they have everything they 

need, even if they lack everything else. If your kids don’t have that, then they don’t have anything, even if 

they have everything else. They don’t need a Harvard education. Honestly, they’re probably better off 

without a Harvard education. They don’t need a big contract to play professional sports. Honestly, 

they’re probably better off not playing professional sports. They don’t need to be a virtuoso pianist. They 

don’t need to know how to speak a second language. They’re Americans. They’ll be fine. They don’t need 

to know how to conjugate Greek and Latin verbs. Although it’s helpful if they know that. But they need 

to fear God, know God’s Word, and follow Christ.  

And I know that doesn’t depend solely on you, parents. That puts too much pressure on you. It 

doesn’t solely depend on you. But you have the most strategic role to play in your children’s lives, even 

more strategic then the church, in teaching your children God’s word and introducing them to Christ. Do 

not be negligent with that responsibility, parents!      

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Write this down as #3 in your notes.  

I’ll never forget the following statement by one parent. He said this, “Raising kids is like pushing an 

old car… in first gear… with the emergency brake jammed on… and a sumo wrestling team inside… from New 

York… to Hawaii… and back.” Is that an apt illustration right there of child-raising? Raising kids is tough. 

It’s not for the faint of heart. So let me just say right now… let me just encourage you right now. Parents, 

your children need discipline. 
Ephesians 6:1-3 – Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first 
commandment with a promise), “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 

Parents, I want you to hear me say this today. Every time that you insist that your children obey 

you, you are doing right. You are doing right! It is good for them to obey you. It is God-ordained that 

they obey you. James Dobson says that whenever there is a battle of the wills between you and your 

children, especially at a young age, you need to win that battle, parents. And you need to win it 

decisively.4 Your kids need to know that you are the authority in the home. It’s healthy for them. 

Otherwise there’s a loss of control and a loss of stability.  

Do you guys remember the “Dear Abby” columns in newspapers? Here’s a good one. A child once 

wrote: “Dear Abby, My problem is my mother. She is too lenient. After she gets angry and punishes me, 

she will often apologize. Why should she when I had the punishment coming? Signed, ‘Mixed Up in 

Cleveland.’” Abby writes back, “Dear Mixed Up [in Cleveland], your mother, like many others, fears that 

you will love her less because she has punished you. She is wrong! No child has ever resented punishment 

he or she knew they had coming. Discipline is proof of love. Children know this. I wish more parents 

did.” 

The Bible says this:  
Proverbs 3:12 – for the LORD reproves him whom he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights. 
Ephesians 6:4 – Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

Some of you might say, “Fathers? I thought child-rearing was women’s work.” “You know fathers 

go off to work, pay the bills, and put food on the table.” “Women do the child-raising!” Not according to 

Paul. Not according to the Book of Proverbs. Paul knew exactly what he was doing when he said “Fathers… 

bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the LORD.” And this comes right on the heels of Ephesians 5 

where Paul tells husbands to lead their wives and love their wives as Christ does the church. Men! Fathers, one 

                                                 
4 James Dobson, The New Dare to Discipline (Carol Stream: Tyndale, 2014), 51. “When you are defiantly challenged, win decisively.” See also the quote on page 34, “Nothing brings a parent 

and child closer together than for the mother or father to win decisively after being defiantly challenged” 



of your primary roles as leader in the home is bringing up the children. You take the lead in disciplining 

your children, dad. You take the lead in teaching them and discipling them too.   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Speaking of teaching and discipling, write this down as #4.  

Let’s go back to Ephesians 6:4 for a second. 
Ephesians 6:4 – Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

You know, one of the things that has dramatically impacted the spiritual vitality of the home was 

the Industrial Revolution. Because before that time, most of the world was rural and agricultural. And 

men were in the homes teaching and working alongside their children. They were husbanding the ground 

or shepherding sheep or cobbling shoes. And there was a clear patriarchy in the home. The men would 

teach their children their vocation. But they would teach them in religion too. But after the Industrial 

Revolution, men started going outside the home to work and then the home became a matriarchy. And 

teaching and religious instruction became the task of the mom. And then you have Tom Sawyer who 

didn’t want to go to church with his Aunt Polly because he was afraid it would “womanize” him.  

Now listen, we’re not going to reverse the effects of the Industrial Revolution anytime soon. Not unless 

we all become Amish and move to Arthur. And even if dads have to go off to work, they can still be spiritual 

disciplers in their homes. Dads, Ephesians 6:4 still applies to you.  
Ephesians 6:4 – Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

The first word “discipline” has the idea of “training.” You train them. You nurture your children with 

the use of discipline. You spank them when they are young. Some of your kids are going to need more 

spankings. Some of your kids are going to need less.  

When I was a kid, let me just say that I needed a higher-than-average frequency of spankings. I 

was a strong-willed child. My mom swears that James Dobson wrote that book The Strong-Willed Child 

about me.5 Other kids don’t need as many spankings. My goodie-two-shoes sister needed a spanking 

about once every decade. My dad would raise his voice at her and she would just melt into a pile of mush. 

Different kids need different kinds of discipline, but all kids need discipline.   

Sometimes that means reproof and correction. Sometime that means a stern warning from mom or dad. 

Sometimes that means punishment and the removing of privileges. You can’t spank a teenager; it’s pointless 

and fruitless. But you still need to discipline them. And there are more effective ways of discipline when your 

kids are teenagers. 

But it’s not just discipline. Paul says bring your children up in the “discipline” and the “instruction” of 

the LORD.  Parenting involves discipline and discipleship. It involves teaching children God’s ways. You tell 

them what you believe and why you believe it. Listen hear me on this, moms and dads. You’re not a drill 

sergeant. You’re not a police officer that just enforces the rules and lays down the law. You’re a teacher. 

You’re an instructor. You’re a discipler. You are chiseling out their character. You are stewarding their minds 

and their hearts and their wills to come into obedience to Christ. Teach your kids about God. Teach your kids 

what you believe to dispel their ignorance. I get so tired of seeing kids going off to college with a faith in 

Christ that is a mile-wide and an inch deep.  

Now you got to find a balance here. Some parents instruct too much and discipline too little. Don’t 

do that! Some parents discipline too much and instruct too little! Don’t do that. You’ve got to strike a 

balance. And here’s an important point, as your kids age you need to dial down the discipline and 

correction and punishment and dial up the teaching and instruction and the reasoning for why you’re 

asking your kids to do the things they are doing.   

Why do we do this? Why this focus on discipleship? Because you’re not just going for outward 

compliance to rules and regulations. You want heart change. You want to prepare your kids for life without you 

as their primary authority. You’re not just going for “O wow, don’t my kids look so obedient! Don’t you 

think I’m a good father?” “Don’t you think I’m a good mother?” Forget about that. Who cares about that? 

You want heart-change. You want heartfelt obedience to God, not just conformity to your will.  

                                                 
5 James Dobson, The Strong-Willed Child (Carol Stream: Tyndale, 1978).  



Let’s turn together to the book of Deuteronomy. In Deuteronomy 6:4-9, we get this wonderful 

exhortation from the LORD to the Israelites about how to parent their children. Many of you have used this 

passage as a theme verse for your baby dedication, and I think that’s good. The instructions here are almost 

directly transferable from OT Israelites 3500 years ago to the NT Christian. Here’s what Moses says.  
4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 

This is the great “Shema” of the OT. This was the great statement of faith for the Hebrews. And the 

reason this statement was so key in the Jewish culture was because it affirmed the core monotheistic beliefs of 

the Israelites who were surrounded by pagan polytheists. And Yahweh (The LORD) was the name of their 

covenant God.  

You might say, “What does that have to do with my family, Tony? We’re not Jewish.” Well... 

actually… “Father Abraham had many sons, many sons had father Abraham. I am one of them and so 

are you, so let’s just praise the LORD.” Actually Yahweh is your God, just like Yahweh was the God of the 

Israelites. And it’s true that your covenant is not the Mosaic Covenant of the Israelites. Instead it’s the New 

Covenant. The New Covenant that was established by the blood of Jesus. Because Yahweh took on human flesh 

and lived among us. He died for our sins and he made a way for us to be reconciled to the God of the Universe. 

So we can say like the Israelites did many years ago, “Yahweh is our God.” 

Look at verse 5, 

 5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. [Does that verse sound 

familiar? Jesus quoted that, didn’t he?] 6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. [In other words, 

they are not just on your lips, they are on your heart. You internalize these commands. You house them in the 

deepest part of your being, your heart] 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in 

your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. In other words at strategic moments 

throughout your day, you should be teaching your kids about the LORD.  

And here’s how I would encourage you parents. Your teaching strategy for your children should 

be both formal and informal. Do you know what I mean by that? Have a set time everyday where you 

open up God’s Word and teach your children.  

Just as an example, when Alastair was young, that was bedtime. And every night (or most nights), 

we would take an age-appropriate Children’s Bible and we’d work our way through it. I bet we went 

through 5 or 6 different Children’s Bibles multiple times. And we taught and we prayed. And we taught 

and we prayed over and over again every night. We’re nickle-and-diming him. Teaching him a little bit 

about God and communicating with God every day, so that these things get engrained in his life. 

I remember hearing Matt Chandler say once that for him and his family, sometimes the goal of 

“Devotional Time” was just to survive without yelling at his children or having a massive meltdown. 

Honestly some of those times with Alastair really crashed and burned. But the goal is to instill in the 

hearts of your children, “This is our God. And we serve him.” “This is God’s Word. And we’re going to obey 

him.”    

 So that’s the formal time. But there are also those informal times. “When you walk by the way, 

when you lie down, when you rise.” Those times when your kids ask questions! Those times when you 

watch a movie and something not God-honoring is done or said and you stop the tape and say, “That’s not 

honoring to God because of this reason or that.” Those times when you have to go to work in the morning 

and your kids say, “Why do you have to go the work, Daddy?” And you say, “Because the Bible says that if 

you don’t work, you don’t eat… and it’s my job, as the Daddy, to go to work and provide for the family.” 

 Here lately some of our best impromptu teaching moments in the Caffey family have come while 

listening to music. And if you’re listening to the right kinds of music, you’ll get the right opportunities to 

talk about God. Even sometimes when you’re listening to the wrong kinds of music, you’ll get 

opportunities to talk about God.  

 Look at verse 8. 
8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts 
of your house and on your gates.  

What was Moses telling the Israelites here? He was telling the parents to teach their children. Children 

need instruction! Children need discipleship from their parents! Children need a vison for their lives coming 

directly from their parents. 



Now the Jews in Jesus’s day took these statements hyper-literally. They would literally write out 

Scriptures and put them in little boxes and bind them to their hands. Even today you will see these 

“phylacteries” as they are called wrapped around a Jewish man’s hand or tied between his eyes on his forehead. 

But here’s the thing. I love Jewish culture. And I love the Hebrew Scriptures. But I’m afraid those Jewish 

customs are wrongheaded, because they interpret this Scripture hyper-literally. 

 What did Moses mean by “binding them as a sign on your hand” and “putting them between your eyes” 

and “write them on your doorpost and on your gates”? He means live them out with your actions (i.e. “your 

hands”). He means see the world with the lens of God’s word over your eyes. In other words, let the Bible 

establish your worldview. Write them on your doorpost, meaning live them out in your house, in your private 

space. And write them on your gates, that is, your public space. Let them affect both your public and your 

private life.  

In many ways it’s similar to the “love the LORD with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength” statement. 

It’s a holistic statement. Let God’s Word influence the whole of your being and the whole of your actions. Let it 

permeate every part of your life, so that others can see its obvious impact upon you. Not because they see the 

Scripture literally upon your forehead or on your doorposts, but they see it in who you are and how you act and 

who you become. Everyone with me?  

So here’s the application, parents. Don’t just teach the Scriptures… live the Scriptures! Don’t just 

preach obedience to God… live out obedience to God! Some things are “caught.” And some things are 

“taught.” Do our kids pick up on our behavior and imitate it? Absolutely, they do! Make sure you kids 

are “catching” the right kinds of things. Make sure your talk matches up with your walk! 

Speaking of kids imitating their parents, I heard Tedd Tripp tell a story once about when he was a kid 

in Indiana. And he was praying with his dad. And while he was praying, as a little boy, he started praying 

for “the missionaries in the cornfields.” And his dad stopped him and said, “Son, what are you talking 

about… missionaries in the cornfields? There are no missionaries in the cornfields.” And his son said, “But 

you always pray for that, dad. You always pray for the missionaries in the cornfields.” And his Father said, 

“No son, not cornfields, foreign fields. I pray for the missionaries in the foreign fields.” And that really helped 

his son out. Because he thought there were missionaries out there in the cornfields of Indiana trying to 

win converts. 

Are kids going to do like their parents do? You bet they are! That’s a scary thought, isn’t it? Some 

things are caught. Some things are taught. Don’t just preach obedience to God, demonstrate obedience to 

God before your children.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Write this down as #5 in your notes.  

Hear my heart on this, parents. Everyone listening? Give your kids a peaceful home. Give your 

kids something different from the tumult and the drama and the chaos of our world. One of my favorite 

all time quotes is this one from Tommy Nelson. I’ve quoted this several times, and I think it bears repeating. 

Tommy says, “If there is warmth and love and tenderness in the home between parents, you can violate 

just about every other child-rearing principle and still end up with good kids. That’s not an admonition; 

that’s a comfort.”6 I have found that to be true.  

On the other side of it you can do everything else right as a parent. You can teach them the finest things. 

You can feed them the finest foods, gluten-free with no artificial sweeteners or preservatives. You can home-

school them. You can ban them from listening to Taylor Swift on the radio. You can do everything else 

right as a parent, but if they don’t see love and tenderness and forgiveness and health at home… if they don’t 

see that in the relationship between mom and dad at home… the more you teach them, the more they will reject. 

So listen up now. If you’re a dad, your #1 way to love your kids is to love your kids’ mama. And if you’re 

a mom, the #1 you love your kids is to love your kids’ daddy. Your kids need peace from their parents. 

Give your kids a house of peace to grow up in.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

A couple more things. Write this down as #6 in your notes.  

                                                 
6 Taken from Tommy Nelson’s sermon “Rules of Engagement – The Art of Conflict” in the series “Maximum Marriage,” preached 11/09/2003. Accessed here: 

http://www.dbcmedia.org/sermons/rules-of-engagement-the-art-of-conflict-2/ 

http://www.dbcmedia.org/sermons/rules-of-engagement-the-art-of-conflict-2/


Your children need the gospel. Amen? 

By the way a peaceful home is not a perfect home. It’s a gracious home. It’s a grace-filled home. 

The reality is that imperfect parents with imperfect kids make for imperfect homes. And that’s because 

we are sinners. And when you take the DNA of a sinner and mix it with the DNA of another sinner, what 

do you produce? Sinners!  

Listen, some of the dumbest ideas from “experts” in our day have to do with this issue. People who 

are credentialed out the wazoo with degrees and with titles write all kinds of books that say “children are 

inherently good and righteous and sinless and innocent.” And I just think to myself, “do these people do 

research?” “Is there not empirical evidence to contradict that all around us?” And these are not new ideas 

either. This goes back to at least Jean-Jacques Rousseau and other humanists who assumed that children 

are innocent at birth and only corrupted by their upbringing. It gave rise to some of the stupidest 

conclusions regarding children.  

What was I talking about again? O yeah! Grace! Here’s the bottom line. We’re sinners. And your 

kids are sinners. And your goal is not to raise up “good kids.” You want to raise up “gospel kids.” And 

this isn’t just about giving your kids some slack when they mess up. This is a whole theological paradigm 

about child-raising. You need to raise your children so that they know without a doubt that they are in 

need of a Savior. And that Jesus Christ died for them and bestows grace upon them. Don’t raise up little, 

self-righteous Pharisees. And don’t raise up defeatist children who can never measure up to your 

expectations. Teach the way of grace!7  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And one final thing. #7.  

Paul Tripp, in his book Parenting, says this: “God didn’t give you your children to build your 

reputation but to publicly proclaim his.”8 And one of the things that Tripp emphasizes in this book is that 

ultimately the children that God gives us, they don’t belong to us. They belong to God. And one of the 

mistakes that we can make as parents is to try to derive our identity from our children, or try to enhance 

our reputation by our children. And that is an incredibly oppressive and unfair thing to do to them. They 

cannot bear the weight of that. And so we’ve got to constantly be giving our children over to God.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Here’s an important reminder for you, parents. Hear me on this. I’ll close with this. You don’t 

own your children. They belong to God. Too many Christians make idols of their kids. Too many 

Christian parents, good parents, try to prioritize their kids above God. And when you put your kids 

before God, you put them at risk. We’ve got to constantly be giving our children over to God and 

pointing them in the direction of God. Because one day they will leave our homes. And we want their 

allegiance to God to continue even after they stop taking orders from us.  

I did some math yesterday and I calculated that if Alastair leaves for college on August 15, 2025, 

that means that Sanja and I have 2,022 days until he leaves our home. And that’s good! Because I’ve got 

about 2,022 lessons that I’ve still got to teach him! That day is coming.  

And that verse that I quoted at the beginning of this sermon alludes to this. Children are arrows in 

the quiver. They are meant to be fired out into this world. They are a weapon for Jesus against the enemy. 

Genesis 2:24 says, “Man shall leave his father and mother and cling to his wife…” But in the meantime, we 

have an opportunity to point them in the right direction and to teach them God’s ways. 

I know you know this, but one day, we’re going to have to release our kids completely into God’s 

care. Someday they are going to have to survive physically, emotionally, and spiritually in this Brave New 

World that we live in. I know that’s a terrifying thought for us as parents. So we need to be getting them 

ready. We need to be praying for them and pressing this vision into their lives: Fear God, know God’s 

Word, and Follow Christ. Our goal, our prayer for them is that one day they will say, “God you are my 

God! Not my Father’s God. Not my Mother’s God. You’re my God.” That’s what we’re working towards. 

Let’s pray together towards that end right now, and then we can take communion together.     

                                                 
7 For more on this, see Paul Tripp, Parenting: 14 Gospel Principles That Can Radically Change Your Family (Wheaton: Crossway, 2016).  
8 Tripp, Parenting, 80.  


