
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word:
 

GO DEEPER 
In what ways has our culture devalued the privilege of having and raising 
children? How does the Bible affirm parents and parenting? How does the Bible 
affirm mothers? How does the Bible affirm fathers?  
 
Read Ephesians 6:1-4. Why is a child's obedience to his or her parents pleasing to 
the Lord? Why should children obey parents? Are parents supposed to insist on 
their children obeying them?   
 
GET PERSONAL 
What are some of the enjoyable aspects of being a parent? List some of the 
things that your parents did in raising you that were positive and beneficial. What 
are some things you do the same as your parents? What are some things that you 
do differently?   
 
What does God want fathers not to do to their children (see Eph 6:4 and Col 
3:21)? What does God want fathers to do instead? What are some ways that 
fathers (and mothers) exasperate their children? How do you avoid exasperating 
them?  
 
Do children learn more from our teaching or our actions? What things are 
“taught” and what things are “caught”? How does a Bible-believing, Gospel-
teaching church help parents teach and disciple their kids?   
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Read Deuteronomy 6:4-9. How do we display our allegiance to the LORD before 
our children? Is teaching the Word of God to our children supposed to be formal 
or informal (or both)? List some ways that you regularly teach your children God’s 
Word. Do you need to commit (or recommit) to this?   

 
What role does grace play in child-raising? What dangers arise when we raise our 
children in a grace-less environment? What problems can arise when we 
prioritize our children (idolize?) over God? Why do we need to find our identity in 
Christ and not in our children?  

 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
How is obedience (Eph 6:1) similar and different from giving honor? Is obedience a 
universal command for all children at all times? Is honor? Why or why not? Discuss the 
following statement by Tim Keller, “Some parents cannot be admired, because they are 
evil. Some parents cannot be loved, because they are unlovable. Some parents cannot be 
obeyed, because they command wickedness. But all parents everywhere must be shown 
honor. This is a universal command and that is why it’s recorded as one of the Ten 
Commandments.” Is this true in all cases?  


