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Romans 4:1-5 

 

Church you may be seated. And as you are being seated, go ahead and take your Bible with me 

and turn to the Book of Romans. Today we return to the Book of Romans with a brand new series 

“Wholly Redeemed.” And that takes us to the passage that Liz just read, Romans 4:1-5. Let’s turn there 

together.  

And as you are turning there let me read a passage to you from Jeremiah. This is one of my 

favorite passages in the OT. Jeremiah 9:23-24 – “Thus says the LORD: ‘Let not the wise man boast in his 

wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who 

boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, 

and righteousness in the earth.’” 

 This probably won’t surprise you, but when I was a kid I played a lot of basketball. Does that 

surprise anybody here this morning? You guys know that, right? But this might surprise you. When I 

used to play basketball, I was particular good at a certain skill. And this was the skill – I was an excellent 

trash-talker. And I’m not proud of that per se… well, honestly I’m a little proud of that. Because when 

you play basketball, that’s an important skill. The goal of trash-talk is to put down another person’s 

basketball skills and talk up your own skills. It’s a kind of psychological warfare on the basketball court. 

You say things like this, “You can’t guard me!” Or when someone misses a shot you say, “What are you 

building a house with those bricks?” Or if you want to really agitate someone on the basketball court, you 

tell them exactly what you are going to do, before you do it. So you tell someone, “I’m going to fake right, 

go left and then lay it up over you off the glass.” If you tell them you’re going to do that and then you do it, 

that’s incredibly satisfying… sinfully satisfying.   

Now all of that came crashing to an end for me when I tore my ACL at age 16. I could no longer 

talk trash on the basketball court, because I could no longer back it up. I became slow, and I was always 

injured after that. I had nothing to brag about, so I stopped bragging. And that was incredibly humbling 

to me… humbling but necessary.  

 Now let me transition this talk about basketball to the Christian life. Thanks for humoring me by 

listening to my old basketball stories. In the Christian life, there’s no such thing as trash-talk. In the 

Christian life, there is no bragging. But there is a thing called boasting. But you need to be careful to 

boast about the right things. Paul says in Romans 3:27, “then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded.” 

In other words, there is no boasting in your works, because your works can’t save you. We are all wholly 

unholy before the LORD. That was the primary argument in Romans 1-3: “all have sinned and fall short of 

God’s glory” (Rom 3:23).   

In Philippians 3, Paul said that if he wanted to boast, he would have plenty to boast about. He says, 
“If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of 

the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a 

persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless” (3:4-6). Paul says here that he was the 

Michael Jordan of Judaism. He had it all. And yet he concludes in that passage by saying, “But whatever 

gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing 

worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord” (3:7-8). “I’m not going to boast in my righteousness as a Jew or in my 

ethnicity as a Jew; I’m going to boast in Christ,” says Paul. “My confidence is in Christ,” says Paul. “My gain 

is in Christ.” 

 So here’s the question I want to ask and answer this morning, Harvest Decatur. Some of you 

might be wondering this already right now. “Should we boast? Is there anything as Christians that we should 

boast about?” My answer to that is “yes,” but your boasting better be about the right things. In fact, I 



believe that boasting is actually a great way to celebrate what God has done in your life. But you got to 

boast about the right things. Paul says elsewhere in 1 Corinthians 1:31, this is an echo to that passage in 

Jeremiah that I recited earlier, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” You got to boast in the right 

thing. And it’s about more than just boasting. You better put your faith in the right thing.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

So here we go, Harvest Decatur. Here’s your outline for today.  

Here’s #1.  

Like I said, Paul has just concluded this amazing argument in Romans 1-3 that all have sinned and fall 

short of the glory of God (3:23). I entitled that series “Wholly Unholy,” because that’s what we are without 

Christ. We are wholly unholy. We are wholly unrighteous. Paul shows us in Romans 1-3 that Gentiles are 

condemned for their sinfulness. Paul shows us that Jews are condemned for their sinfulness. Paul shows us that 

all humanity, “red and yellow, black and white, we are all sinful in God’s sight.” We all need a Savior! And 

praise God that he tells us that. He doesn’t just leave us in the lurch. He tells us Romans 3:23 that “all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  

But also praise God for those beautiful words that follow Romans 3:23 in Romans 3:24. “All have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 

in Christ Jesus.” Thank goodness that Romans 3:24 follows Romans 3:23. You want something to boast in, 

Christians? Boast in that! 
So now in Chapter 4 of Romans, Paul wants to elaborate on this truth by looking at two famous figures 

in the OT: Abraham and David. Because the objections of the Jewish people in Paul’s day would go like this: 

“Oh Oh, you say that we are saved by grace, Paul, not by works? What about Abraham? What about 

David? What about the OT saints? Weren’t they saved by works?” Paul’s got to deal with that objection. 

Paul probably fielded that objection multiple times throughout his ministry. So Paul talks about Abraham and 

he talks about David in Romans 4. We’ll talk about Abraham today. We’ll talk about David next Sunday. And 

what Paul says about Abraham is that what’s true for us in the NT was true of Abraham in the OT. Abraham 

wasn’t justified by works. He wasn’t! He was justified by faith. And Paul has the Bible text to prove it. 

Abraham didn’t boast in his good works. Abraham couldn’t boast in his good works. He was a sinner just like 

everyone else. He was a pagan idol-worshipper in Ur of the Chaldeans just like everyone else. He wasn’t saved 

by works. He was saved by faith. He was saved by God’s grace.1  

Look at verse 1 with me. Paul says,    
1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he 
has something to boast about, but not before God.  

Was Abraham justified by works? No. One of the most famous verses in the OT is Genesis 15:6. Paul 

quotes it in verse 3. Abraham believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness. Abraham wasn’t 

credited righteousness by his righteousness. He was credited righteousness by his faith.  

The question in verse one is actually a rhetorical question. What was gained by Abraham according to 

the flesh? What did he gain in his striving? What did he gain by his good works? What did he gain by good 

deeds? The answer is “nothing.” He didn’t gain anything, not in terms of favor with God.  

And it’s not like Abraham was a bad guy either, by our standards. He was married to one woman until 

she died, Sarah. He dealt honorably with the Hittites in Genesis 23 when bought a burial plot for his wife. He 

dealt honorably and generously with his nephew Lot when their flocks got too large and they needed to separate. 

He also raised up an army to rescue Lot when he got himself into trouble. Abraham was a courageous man. 

When God told him to go somewhere, Abraham went. When God told him to sacrifice his son, Isaac, Abraham 

didn’t hesitate.  

But Abraham was very clearly a sinner. When he went to Egypt, he deceived people about his wife. He 

told people she was his sister, which was only half true. He put her in danger. He put himself in danger. He was 

more fearful than faithful in that instance. He took a concubine named Hagar and try to enact God’s promises 

on his own. That didn’t turn out well. That was a mistake. Abraham was a sinner, just like you and me are 

                                                 
1 Martin Luther, Commentary on Romans, trans. By J. Theodore Mueller (Grand Rapids: Kregel Classics, 1976), 82. See also John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans, The Bible Speaks 

Today (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 124 and R. Kent Hughes, Romans: Righteousness from Heaven, Preaching the Word (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 1991), 84-85. 



sinners. And Paul knows that. So when he says in verse 1 – “What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, 

our forefather according to the flesh?” – the obvious answer for us is “nothing!” He gained nothing “according 

to the flesh.” Everything he gained was from God.  

And here’s the application for us, Christian. What did you gain according to your flesh? What do 

you deserve by God? What did you do to deserve God’s favor? What did you do to receive God’s grace? 

Nothing. Absolutely nothing. So what are you going to boast about? I tell you what, it’s not going to be 

about how great I am. It’s not going to be about how many good works I’ve done or how much better I 

am than that lousy sinner over there. “I’m a good person. That’s why God saved me. I’m not like my 

lousy brother-in-law, Phil. That guy’s a loser.” No Christian can ever say that! No Christian can ever talk 

like that!  
2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  

If you were justified by works, Christian, you’d have something to boast about. If you were 

justified by works, you could brag all day about that. I saved myself.  

We sang that great Charles Wesley hymn earlier “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing!” People 

have been singing and praising Jesus with that song for almost 300 years! What are we celebrating in 

that song? Are we celebrating our works!  
“O for a Thousand Tongues to sing 
[The greatness of my works]!  
The glories of my [righteousness]!  
The triumphs of [my deeds]!” 

Is that what we sing? Of course not. I’m trying to be ridiculous to make a point here. If Abraham was 

here what would he sing? He would sing, “If I had a thousand tongues to sing, I would sing of my 

Redeemer’s praise!” 
“O for a Thousand Tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer’s praise!  
The glories of my God and King!  
The triumphs of his grace!” 

Right, church? Right? By the way, singing songs of praise is a kind of boasting. Isn’t it? It’s boasting in the 

right things! You might say, “Well if we should boast, Pastor Tony, how should we boast? When should we 

boast?” Here’s my answer to that. Every Sunday! Every Sunday, we boast. We boast when we sing… 
“He can do it, yes He can,  
He will prove it, our God can, 
No one else can save us, redeem us, create a new life in us  
Only Jesus can.” 

We boast when we sing… 
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty 
Who was and is and is to come 
With all creation I sing, praise to the King of kings 
You are my everything and I will adore You” 

We boast when we sing, like we did today… 
“Who the Son sets free, Oh is free indeed 
I'm a child of God, yes, I am” 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Go ahead and write this down as #2 in your notes. Here’s another thing to boast about.  

Paul says this in verse 3. He says,  
3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”  

Now this is a quote from Genesis 15. But what was the context of what God told Abraham in that passage? Do 

you remember? By the way it wasn’t Abraham at that time; it was Abram. And God had called Abram out of 

the Ur of the Chaldeans in Genesis 11-12. And God told Abram, “I will make you a great nation.” But several 

years later Abram was old and his wife was old. And they had no offspring. So when God shows up in Genesis 

15 and says, “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great” (15:1), Abram says, “What 

gives, God? You said I would be a great nation, but I don’t have squat. My wife and I are childless and 

my servant Eliezer is going to inherit my house” (15:2-3). And that’s when God gave this great promise to 

Abram. He said in Genesis 15:4-5, “And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: ‘This man shall not be 



your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.’ And he brought him outside and said, ‘Look toward heaven, 

and number the stars, if you are able to number them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your offspring be.’” That 

was God’s revelation to Abram.  

That was a truly unbelievable promise that God gave him. It required faith. Abram and Sarah were way 

passed child-bearing age. And even if they did have a child together, how could their one child be so numerous 

as the stars in the heavens? The odds were stacked against them that the baby would even survive, let alone 

thrive. They were in a hostile land. They didn’t know anybody. They didn’t own any land. There was a better 

chance, humanly speaking, that Abraham and his son would be killed in a raid than that they would be the 

progenitors of a great nation.      

But what did Abram do? You guys know the story. You guys know the passage. How did Abram 

respond to God’s words? It’s one of the most famous statements in the OT. And it gets repeated in the NT in the 

book of James, in the book of Hebrews, and in the book Romans. “Abraham believed God, and it was counted 

to him as righteousness.” In Hebrew it goes like this: ָ֑ה יהו  ַּֽ ן ב  ִ֖  Abraham believed in Yahweh.” This is“ ְוֶהֱאמ 

actually the first time that the word “believe” shows up in the Bible (Hebrew: ן מ  ָ֑ה .(א  יהו  ַּֽ ן ב  ִ֖  He believed“ ְוֶהֱאמ 

Yahweh” and Yahweh credited it to Abram as righteousness.  

Now this is important.2 Stay with me here. This is why this passage is so significant. It’s not just that 

Abraham believed the unbelievable. That’s great. That’s a sign of his great faith. But it’s not enough to just 

believe the unbelievable. Abraham believed what God told him. That’s what’s significant. Do you hear what 

I’m saying here? Abraham isn’t just our great example of faith because he believed the unbelievable – that he 

and Sarah would have a child in their old age – Abraham is our great example of faith because he believed the 

unbelievable that God promised him. That’s the key.  

Listen, this is why this is important. You might say Christianity is about faith. It’s about believing 

the unbelievable. So I’m going to believe that I’m a leprechaun even though I’m not a leprechaun. And 

I’m going to believe it and believe it and believe it! And I’m going to squeeze it out of me. “I’m a 

leprechaun. I’m a leprechaun.” That is not Christian faith. God has not told you, “You will be a 

leprechaun.” 

You think that’s ridiculous. It is ridiculous! But people talk like that. People say, “I believe that 

God is going to make me into an NBA basketball player,” even though they are only five foot tall, and they 

don’t have eye-hand coordination. To be honest, you have a better chance of being a leprechaun. People 

say, “I believe that God is going to do this” or “I believe that God is going to make me rich” or “I believe that 

God is going to heal this person or do this thing or answer my prayer.” That’s not the faith that Abraham had. 

He didn’t just believe some unbelievable thing, and then try to talk God into it. God does the promising. God 

does the talking. God says, “I’m going to do this unbelievable thing,” and Abraham believed it.  

Look again at verse 3. What does it say? Abraham believed God. God is the source of his faith. God is 

the source of this truth. Abraham certainly didn’t believe in himself. I hear people say that all the time in our 

day too. “You just got to believe in yourself!” Belief in yourself? What does that even mean? Don’t we have 

something better in this world to put our faith in?  

Here’s why this is so relevant to our lives and relevant for eternity. Here’s the corollary for us as 

NT believers. What unbelievable thing has God revealed to you, by his Word, and told you to believe? 

God didn’t tell you that you and your wife are going to have a baby at age 80 or 100. That promise was 

exclusive to Abraham. But what did God promise? He promised you eternal life. He promised you a 

payment for your sin. He promised you salvation and redemption. He promised you that even though you 

were wholly unholy, you can be wholly redeemed by your faith in the unbelievable work of Jesus Christ! 

He told us the unbelievable truth in his word that Jesus died on a cross for our sins and rose from the 

dead. And that faith, like Abraham’s faith, in God’s revealed word is what saves you.  

Abraham is our spiritual father in that way. You might say, “How can Abraham be our father, Pastor 

Tony? We’re not Jewish.” Well Abraham is our spiritual Father. He believed God. We believe God. 

Abraham’s faith was counted to him as righteousness. Our faith is counted to us as righteousness. By the way, 

before Abraham was the father of the Jewish nation, he was a pagan Gentile like us. His faith took him from 

                                                 
2 Genesis 15:6 is important also because this is the first time that “believe” (Hebrew ן מ   :is mentioned in the Scriptures. See Douglas Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, NICNT (Grand Rapids (א 

Eerdmans, 1996), 261.   



pagan Gentile to favored follower of God. That’s awfully similar to what you and I experience when we put our 

trust in Christ.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Go ahead and write this down as #3. Here’s a final thing to boast about.  

Paul says… 
4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work but believes in 
him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness,  

This passage is like a justification sandwich. Paul talks about justification on both sides of that 

Scripture quotation in verse 3. You got justification in verses 1-2 and justification in verses 4-5. And then 

you have the meat and cheese in verse 3, which is the quotation of Genesis 15:6.  
 And notice how Paul drives home his point in verse four.  
4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.  

Now why is Paul talking about wages? The reason is because in verse 3, Abraham’s faith was credited 

to him as righteousness. Abraham didn’t earn that righteousness. As I showed you already, Abraham wasn’t a 

wholly righteous person. God didn’t credit him righteousness because he earned it. Abraham earned judgment 

and condemnation. But God credited him righteousness because of Abraham’s faith. It was a gift. Gifts are not 

earned. They are given, and they are received.  

Similarly you don’t earn your salvation. You don’t earn justification. You don’t want wages when it 

comes to justification. Because if you ask for wages, you don’t get justification, you get condemnation.  

Think of it this way. This is an illustration from Tommy Nelson.3 Imagine a young man who goes off 

to college penniless. He doesn’t have any money, other than the money his parents gave him. I 

experienced that about 25 years ago when I went off to LeTourneau University. And let’s say this son is 

so broke, that he decided to send his dad a text. And you know how men are. They are concise with their 

wording. So the son says to his Father: 

“Dear Dad. No mon. No fun. Send some. Your Son.” And maybe there’s an emoji of a guy with his 

pockets hanging out. He’s broke.  

Dad gets the letter. How does dad respond?  

“Dear son. Too bad. So sad. Your dad.” And then Dad writes “P.S. Get a job!”  

Now let’s say the Son gets that message and says, “No Dad. You owe me. You owe me for being a 

good son and getting good grades and for being good to you. Pay me what you owe me!” 

How’s Dad going to respond to that? Probably Dad is going to send a note with an invoice saying, 

“Hospital bill for your birth - $10,000. Clothing bill for 18 years - $20,000. Room and Board for the last 

18 years - $30,000. Food bill for last 18 years and counting – $100,000.” The Father says to that son, “son, 

if you want to receive what you’ve earned, if you want to settle accounts, so to speak. You are in arrears. 

Trust me. Your wages are negligible compared to your debts. You don’t want you wages.”  

But let say that Dad has mercy on his broke son and says, “Ok son, here’s a little spending money 

for you in college. Go buy yourself some Taco Bell.” Did that son earn that? Of course not. It’s a gift.  

Here’s my point, Harvest Decatur, you don’t earn God’s free gift of salvation. If you try to earn it, 

you are going to come up short and your debts will consume you. You don’t earn gifts. You don’t work 

for gifts. You receive gifts. When God says, “I sent my Son to the cross to die for you. He paid for your sins 

with his blood. He satisfied my wrath with his suffering. And I’m offering you a free gift of salvation if you 

receive it by faith…” When God says that, you don’t say, “Ok, LORD, how much do I owe you for that?” 

And you don’t say, “Ok God, I’m going to make it up to you. What do I need to do? How can I compensate for 

Jesus’s blood on the cross?” You don’t do that. You say, “Thank you, Thank you, Thank you, Lord! Bless 

your Name! Hallelujah praise the LORD.”    

Look at verse 5 with me. This is so counterintuitive for some of you, I know. It’s counterintuitive to 

human nature.  
 5 And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness,  

                                                 
3 See the sermon “The Faith of Abraham: Salvation Apart From Works,” Romans 4:1-8, preached 12-10-2006 at Denton Bible Church: http://www.dbcmedia.org/sermons/the-faith-of-

abraham--salvation-apart-from-works/ 

http://www.dbcmedia.org/sermons/the-faith-of-abraham--salvation-apart-from-works/
http://www.dbcmedia.org/sermons/the-faith-of-abraham--salvation-apart-from-works/


That is so hard for us. “The one who does not work!” “Who doesn’t work for stuff?” Everything you 

get in this life is a result of work! Some of you have been working since you were 13. You worked hard for 

everything in your life. You worked hard to finish school. You worked hard to get a degree. You worked 

hard to find a job. You worked hard to find a spouse. You worked hard for her; you worked hard for 

him. You were on your best behavior for several dates, and you got her to marry you. You worked hard 

to buy a car. You worked hard to buy a house. And you are now working hard to raise your children and 

pay off your mortgage. And that’s all good. Don’t stop doing that.  

You worked hard for everything, except for the thing that means more to you than everything else in the 

world. You didn’t work hard for God’s grace, because you can’t work hard to get it. In the most important 

aspect of human life, you had to humble yourself before your creator and say, “I can’t earn this. I’m not 

worthy of this. I don’t deserve this.” And God in his mercy gives you what you don’t deserve, by grace, as a 

gift. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God and are justified by his grace as a gift through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Rom 3:23-24).  

You might say, “Why, Pastor Tony? Why did God do it that way?” Well I don’t always know the 

reason why. But I know the reason why for that question. Paul tells us elsewhere. Ephesians 2:8-9 – “For 

by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 

works, so that no one may boast.” We don’t boast in ourselves. We boast in Christ. We boast in the Justifier.  

 That is so important, and it’s practical too. Because that means we come to church here on Sunday, and 

it’s a level-playing field. There’s no boasting hierarchy. There’s no “Oh I’ve got a 95% attendance record at 

church.” “O really, I’ve got a 96% attendance record. And my Bible reading percentage is 91.5%.” That 

would be inevitable if we were saved by works. We couldn’t help ourselves from boasting. We have a 

hard enough time with this already even with these explicit statements that we are saved by grace not by 

works. God saved us by grace as a gift, so that we wouldn’t boast in ourselves.   

 I really appreciate what George Bennett said a few weeks ago when he did announcements. The 

first thing he said when he introduced himself was, “My name is George Bennett and I’m a sinner saved by 

grace.” That is fantastic. And that levels the playing field here at church. Because when he said that we all 

said, “Yeah. Me too. Me too. Me too.” “We are all broken sinners saved by God’s grace.” You know George 

could have said a lot of things to introduce himself. He could have said, “I have a PhD in Chemistry.” “I 

teach at Millikin University.” “I have a beautiful wife.” “I went to The Ohio State University.” And all those 

things are true and good. But his identity, the most important thing about him is also the most important 

thing about you and me and everyone else in here. I am a sinner saved by grace.4 Right?       
 Horatius Bonar, the 19th Century Scottish preacher and poet says it this way: 

Not what these hands have done  
Can save this guilty soul; 

Not what this toiling flesh has borne 
Can make my spirit whole. 

Not what I feel or do 
Can give me peace with God, 

Not all my prayers and sighs and tears 
Can bear my awful load. 

Thy work alone O Christ, 
Can ease this weight of sin; 

Thy blood alone, O Lamb of God, 
Can give me peace within. 

Thy grace alone, O God, 
To me can pardon speak, 

Thy power alone, O Son of God, 
Can this sore bondage break. 

I bless the Christ of God; 
I rest on love divine; 

And, with unfalt’ring lip and heart, 
I call this Savior mine. 5 

                                                 
4 See William R. Newell, Romans Verse by Verse (Chicago: Moody Press, 1938), 132. “To discover that the greatest saints have no other standing than the weakest saints is a lesson that is 

difficult for all of us.”  
5 Quoted in R. Kent Hughes, Romans: Righteousness from Heaven, Preaching the Word (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 1991), 95. 



----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I’ll close with this. I want to close with something technical this morning. Can I do that? This’ll 

lead us into a time of singing and boasting in the LORD. The passage that I read to you from Jeremiah is 

one of my favorite verses in the OT.  Jeremiah wrote, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Let not the wise man boast in 

his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might…” And in the LXX of Jeremiah, that is the Greek 

translation of Jeremiah, the translators used the word καυχάομαι. Paul uses that same Greek word when 

he talks about boasting in Romans 2 and Romans 5. He uses the noun form of that word καύχημα in 

Romans 4:2. I think those words from Jeremiah 9 are always in his mind when he talks about boasting, 

both positive and negative types of boasting. We don’t boast [καυχάομαι] in this: riches, might, and 

wisdom. But we do boast [καυχάομαι] in this: the LORD. 

 Well the Hebrew for that passage uses the word ל ל   Even if you don’t know Hebrew, you .[halal] ה 

should be familiar with that word. The word halal means “to praise, to glory in, and to boast in.”6 When 

we say the word “Hallelujah” we are actually uttering a command from the OT. “Praise” (hallelu) 

“Yahweh” (jah). Hallelu is actually a plural command in Hebrew. That’s the way you parse that word. 

“Hallelu… Come on, praise you guys… Jah… Yahweh.” Praise the Lord! Or if you want to use the boasting 

terminology. “Hallelu … Come on, you guys, boast in … Jah … Yahweh.” Let’s boast in the LORD!  

 So here’s what Jeremiah’s saying, and I want to leave you with this. He wants you to get your 

halal right? He wants you to put your halal in the right place. He says, ““Thus says the LORD: ‘Let not the 

wise man [halal] in his wisdom, let not the mighty man [halal] in his might…let not the rich man [halal] his 

riches…”  In other words, don’t Hallelu your riches. Don’t Hallelu your wisdom. Don’t Hallelu your might. 

Paul would add to that, don’t Hallelu your works. Woe to the person who boasts in his works. Instead, Hallelu 

Yahweh. Or we might say, in our NT era, Hallelu Jesus. “but let him who boasts boast [halal] in this, that he 

understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and righteousness in the 

earth” (9:23-24).  

Who are you going to boast in, Harvest Decatur? Who are you going to praise? What are you 

hanging your hat on for eternity? Your works? Your riches? Your wisdom? No thank you. I’m going to 

hang my hat on the LORD and the salvation that he purchased for me. Hallelujah, right? Amen. Let’s 

pray and then we can sing together.  
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