
 

 

 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 
 
GO DEEPER 
Read Romans 4:1-5. In what way is Abraham our forefather according to faith? If 
Abraham showed up right now, what would he boast about? Would he boast about 
his works? His faith? God’s grace? God’s righteousness? 
 
The Bible says a lot about boasting. Should a Christian ever boast (see Prov 27:1; Jer 
9:23-24; Rom 3:27; 4:2; 1 Cor 1:31; 2 Cor 10:17-18; 12:8-10; Gal 6:14; Jam 4:15-16)? 
If not, why not? If so, what should we boast about and how should we boast? Is 
praising God in worship a kind of boasting?   

 
GET PERSONAL 
What, apart from Christ, are you tempted to boast in? What are you tempted to find 
your self-worth in besides Christ? How does salvation by faith alone affect human 
self-esteem? Does salvation by faith alone, grace alone, and Christ alone put you at 
ease or make you anxious about your standing before God? What if salvation were a 
matter of works? 
 
If someone asked you now: “Why should God allow you into heaven?” what would 
you say? Could you answer, “Because I have tried my best to be a good Christian”? 
Why is that answer insufficient? What if you answered by saying, “Because I believe 
in God and do his will”? What’s wrong with that response?  
 
It’s easy to feel like God only accepts us when we are good. How should the doctrine 
of justification by faith change that? Sometimes we try to measure ourselves up with 
other Christian believers. What does God’s free gift of grace teach us about our 
standing before God and before other believers?    

 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Do you read your Bible because you are favored by God as a child of God or in order 
to earn favor with God? Do you go to church on Sunday because you are a child of 
God and want to worship your Savior or because you want to earn favor with God? 
How are you going to capture the right mindset when you engage in these spiritual 
disciplines?    
 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
What exactly did Abraham believe God for in Genesis 15:6? Did he believe the 
unbelievable? Did he put his faith in something God said? What exactly are we, as NT 
Christians, called to believe in? Should we believe the unbelievable? Should we 
believe only in those things that God reveals to us (e.g. his promises, what is 
revealed in his Word)? Should we believe the unbelievable in areas where God 
hasn’t clearly revealed truth to us (e.g. that God will help us pass a test that we 
didn’t study for or that God will give us health, wealth, and prosperity in this present 
life)? List some things that God has revealed to us that we should believe and put 
our hope in.     


