
 

 

 

 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 
 

GO DEEPER 
Define the word faith in one sentence. How does the author of Hebrews 
define faith in Hebrews 11:1? How does Paul describe faith in Romans 
4:13-25 (see especially verse 21)? What are some ways that faith is 
misunderstood in our world (examples from the message: Peter Pan 
faith; leprechaun faith; carpet faith; faith in yourself; faith in the human 
spirit)? 
 
God told Abraham that he and his offspring would inherit the world 
(4:13). Who are Abraham’s offspring? What does it mean for them to 
inherit the world? Is God’s promise fulfilled by law or by grace? Why 
does that even matter (see 4:14-16)?   
 
GET PERSONAL 
Why would Abraham believe God’s promise even though his body was 
dead and Sarah’s womb was dead (4:19)? What promises has God asked 
us to believe? What is God’s promise to you concerning justification 
(4:24-25)? Should we ever doubt that promise? What do we do if doubts 
creep into our minds?  
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Paul says that Abraham’s faith grew strong and he gave glory to God 
(4:20). What are some things that strengthen your faith? How do you 
give glory to God? Take a moment now and list ten reasons you have to 
praise God. Write a song and sing it out to the LORD, or choose a favorite 
song of yours and sing it with those ten things in mind.   
 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
Paul said that Abraham didn’t waver in unbelief (4:20). Didn’t he, though? What 
about the episode with Hagar (Gen 16:1-16)? What about when he told Pharaoh 
that Sarah was his sister (Gen 12:10-20) and then he did the same thing a few 
years later with Abimelech (20:1-18)? What about when Abraham laughed when 
God said he would father a child (Gen 17:17)? NT Scholar Tom Schreiner 
answers these questions this way: Abraham persevered and persisted in faith as 
the basic pattern of his life. If that’s the case, what does that say about us and 
our faith when we make mistakes as Christians? How should this encourage us 
as believers when we have ups and downs in our own lives?  
For more on this and other topics related to Romans 4, watch the following 
message by J.D. Greear: https://vimeo.com/324978683 

https://vimeo.com/324978683

