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Romans 4:6-12 

 

Introduction: Let’s turn together to the passage that was just read, Romans 4:6-12. There’s an old 

chestnut that’s told about these two frogs, a fat frog and a skinny frog who were looking for food. And 

one day when they were looking for food, they jumped into a bucket of milk. That’s not good. And the 

sides of the bucket were so slippery that the frogs couldn’t get out. So the fat frog said to the skinny frog, 

“It’s no use. We’re going to drown. Let’s just give up.” But the skinny frog said, “No way. Don’t give up. 

Just keep swimming.” He was like Dory from Finding Nemo. “Just keep swimming. Just keep 

swimming.” 

Well the fat frog said, “That is nonsense. I can’t go on any longer.” And then he gave up and died 

in the milk. But the skinny frog kept paddling and paddling and paddling. He paddles all night long in 

fact. And after a while the milk beneath his paddling feet started to become solid. He had churned the 

milk for so long that it turned into butter. And eventually the surface of the butter became solid enough 

that that skinny little frog was able to plant his feet and jump out of the bucket. He was saved. He saved 

himself.1  

During the Second World War, Winston Churchill would quote that story to people and say, 

that’s us! England is that skinny frog. We are going to paddle and paddle and paddle. We will never give 

up. We will never surrender. “We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we 

shall fight in the fields and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills…”2 You guys know Winston Churchill. 

I love Winston Churchill. And I’m so thankful that England did fight against the Nazi regime in the 

Second World War. Our world is a better place because of that.  

But I want to be clear about this. As it relates to that story of the two frogs. You are not that 

skinny frog. You don’t paddle your way to salvation. You don’t rescue yourself. You are not the fat frog 

either, dying because of despair and defeatism. But you are more like the fat frog than the skinny frog. 

You are not going to save yourself from your sins, and it’s pointless to try. But instead of despairing and 

just giving up to death, and instead of working to overcome sin and death, the Apostle Paul points you in 

a different direction. He points you in the way of faith. You believe in the work of another in order to be 

saved. That’s the essence of the Christian faith. The Reformers captured this is a slogan, a succinct 

theological synopsis: Sola Fide. That’s what I want to talk about this morning. Sola Fide. Salvation by 

faith alone. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Three things this morning, Harvest. Three answers to the question, 

Three things and then we’re done. Here’s #1. Write this down:  

Paul says in verse 6, 
6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:  

Now let me stop there for a moment, because that “just as” is important. That “just as” is a reference to 

what we looked at last week with Father Abraham. If you remember, last week we talked about how Abraham 

was justified by faith and not by works. Look at verse 2 with me, “If Abraham was justified by works [which he 

wasn’t], [then] he has something to boast about [which he doesn’t].” Not before God anyway! Abraham wasn’t 

justified by works. And he doesn’t boast in his works. Abraham was justified by faith. And if he were here 

                                                 
1 This story is told in many different forms and iterations. Mine here is abridged and paraphrased from https://youbeunstoppable.wordpress.com/2012/10/20/inspirational-stories-1-two-frogs-

in-the-milk/. See also Andrew Roberts, Churchill (Viking, 2018), 654 and R. Kent Hughes, Romans: Righteousness from Heaven, Preach the Word (Crossway: Wheaton, 1991), 83.  
2 From Churchill’s speech “We Shall Fight on the Beaches” before the House of Commons, June 4, 1940, https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1940-the-finest-hour/we-shall-fight-

on-the-beaches/  

https://youbeunstoppable.wordpress.com/2012/10/20/inspirational-stories-1-two-frogs-in-the-milk/
https://youbeunstoppable.wordpress.com/2012/10/20/inspirational-stories-1-two-frogs-in-the-milk/
https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1940-the-finest-hour/we-shall-fight-on-the-beaches/
https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/speeches/1940-the-finest-hour/we-shall-fight-on-the-beaches/


with us this morning he would boast, like we have boasted already this morning, in the Lord who 

credited him righteousness by faith. If Abraham were here this morning, he would preach Sola Fide to us. 

If he was listening to me preach Sola Fide, he would say “Amen.” “That’s exactly what saved me. Faith 

alone saved me!” 
Well get back to Abraham in a moment. But Paul momentarily now transitions to David, another great 

hero of the Jewish faith. The Great King of Israel. The prototype of the coming Messiah! Paul says, “Abraham 

confirms the truth about justification by faith. David does too.”  
6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are those 
whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;  

Have your lawless deeds been forgiven, Harvest Decatur? Have your sins been covered? I sure 

hope so. You might think this morning that the search for a cure for COVID-19 is the most important 

thing in the world right now… that a vaccination for that virus is of unparalleled importance! I’m here to 

tell you that COVID-19 is not the most pressing issue in our world, and the cure for it is not the most 

important cure. The most dangerous thing in our world right now is sin. It’s not just a matter of physical 

death, it’s a matter of eternal death.  

But I’m here today to tell you today that the cure for the worst thing that afflicts human beings 

right now has already been found. The vaccination has already been provided. And the blood of Jesus has 

made a way for our lawless deeds to be forgiven, and our sins to be covered. What do you think about 

that, church? Are you forgiven? Have your sins been covered? 

David spoke of these things 3000 years ago and 1000 years before Christ’s death and resurrection. 

Romans 4:7-8 is actually a direct quote from Psalm 32:1-2. “Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 

whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity…” #blessed, there you 

go, Harvest Decatur. Put Psalm 32 on your Twitter feed and add #blessed. This is the Bible’s 

understanding of blessedness. It’s very different from the world.  
And the reason that David said this is because David knew a thing or two about sin. David knew a thing 

or two about transgressions needing to be forgiven and sin needing to be covered. I said last week that Abraham 

was a good man, generally speaking, but he was also a sinner who needed salvation. The same is true of David.  

David was a man after God’s own heart. David loved the LORD. David fought for the LORD. David 

wrote beautiful poetry and worship songs to the LORD. But then one day, at the time when kings go out to 

battle, says the author of 2 Samuel (11:1ff), David decided to take it easy at his palace. David decided to take a 

break, and during a period of spiritual lethargy he saw a woman bathing from his palace who was not his wife, 

and he decided to go all Harvey Weinstein on her.  

David was an adulterer. David was, in that instance anyways, a sexual predator. King David was even in 

fact, a murderer. He orchestrated a plot to get Bathsheba’s husband, Uriah the Hittite, killed on the battlefield. 

David was an adulterer and a murderer, and the prophet Nathan rebuked David and called his actions evil in the 

sight of the LORD (2 Sam 12:9). So when David says in Psalm 31:1-2, “Blessed is the one whose 

transgression is forgiven,” he’s not speaking hypothetically about those sinners out there who do bad stuff. 

When David says, “Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity…” he’s not saying “Blessed 

is that man over there” or “that person over there.” He’s saying “Blessed is “this man” right here too 

when his sins are forgiven.” This Psalm is intensely personal. It’s even more personal in Psalm 51, when 

David says, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from your 

presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me” (10-11). 

David was a sinner who needed salvation from the LORD, just like Abraham, and just like us. And 

David knew that that path to spiritual blessing is not by works; it’s by faith. And the key to that is verse 8. Look 

at verse 8 with me.  
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”  

That word “count” there is the same Hebrew word that is used in Genesis 15 to speak about Abraham. 

“Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness.” It’s the Hebrew word ב  It’s an .ָחשַׁ

accounting term. My wife is an accountant. She just did our taxes yesterday. She should love this term. In 

the Greek LXX the word used is λογίζομαι. I mentioned this word before to you. This is the word shows up in 

verse 8. This is the word that Paul uses repeatedly in Romans. Here’s how the accounting works. Jesus does the 

work, and he credits your account. Your sin is credited to him on the cross. Your debts are paid for by him on 



the cross, and his righteousness is paid to you as a credit because of your faith. It’s the most amazing deal in 

human history. Jesus pays our debts, and we get his rewards. That’s God’s plan of salvation. 
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.”  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Go ahead and write this down as #2. Here’s a second command that Paul gives.  

You know one of the things I love about Christianity is that there is no hierarchy in Christianity. There’s 

no discrimination. Not in the Christianity of the Bible. Not when it comes to justification. Faith in Christ alone 

is an equal opportunity justifier. There is no discrimination here.   

I get so tired of people saying that Christianity discriminates against people. Because, when it 

comes to salvation, that’s just not true. God is an equal opportunity justifier. God is no respecter of 

persons. And he is ready even now to justify anyone and everyone regardless of their age, their race, their 

gender, their socio-economic status. And that’s not true of anything in this world. Everyone discriminates. 

We do.         

I’ll give you a perfect example. I find it really ironic when people in higher education talk about 

discrimination, especially in the Ivy Leagues. Because the Ivy League schools are some of the most 

discriminatory places in the world. Do you know who they allow in those Ivy League schools? Almost 

nobody. You’ve got to know somebody. You’ve got to have an exceptional academic record. You’ve got to 

have an excellent SAT or ACT scores. And even with that, I’ve heard that the average acceptance rate for 

those schools for people who apply is still something like 8%. Do you know what that means? That means 

those schools discriminate against 92% of the people who apply there. I find that so obnoxious when 

people from those schools or scholars from those schools lecture the world about discrimination in 

Christianity… especially since most of those schools were started by Christians and by a Christian 

emphasis on learning and education.    

I’ll give you another example. When you go to the doctor, who do you want operating on you? 

Would you let me operate on you? No! You know why? I’ll tell you why. It’s because you discriminate. I 

don’t have an M.D. after my name, and so you discriminate against me. That doesn’t hurt my feelings! It 

doesn’t. Because I don’t want you operating on me either. Everything in our world works like that.  

But Paul says here in verse 9. 
9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised,  

Is the blessing of justification by faith only for Jews? That’s what Paul is asking. Circumcision is 

shorthand for Jewish and uncircumcision is shorthand for Gentiles. Is the blessing of Sola Fide only for Jews? 

Does God discriminate when it comes to justification? Paul asked something similar in Chapter 3. “Is God the 

God of Jew only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also” (3:30).  
9 Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised?  

Answer: it’s not just for the circumcised. It’s for all people. “Red and Yellow, Black and White, they 

are precious in God’s sight.” Paul says elsewhere in Galatians that there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor 

free, male nor female. We are all one in Christ Jesus (3:28). God is an equal opportunity justifier! Sola Fide has 

leveled the playing field. It’s not about your works. It’s not about your ethnicity. It’s not about your physical 

appearance before God: circumcised or uncircumcised. It’s about your faith. Do you have faith in Christ or not?   

Look at the middle of verse 9. This is fascinating how Paul argues for this.  
For we say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness.  

That’s based upon that verse from Genesis 15:6. We looked at that last week. “Abraham believed God 

and it was counted to him as righteousness.” Paul now asks: 
10 How then was it counted to him?  

You might say, “By faith?” That’s correct. Good answer. Next question.  

Paul next asks “When was it counted to him?” 
Was it before or after he had been circumcised?  

Now this is a bit of a pickle for us Gentiles, because we don’t know the story of Abraham as well as the 

Jews did in Paul’s day. They would have been able to answer this almost immediately. “Oh yeah well 

Abraham was called in Genesis 11. He was promised a great nation in Genesis 12. He made a covenant 

with God in Genesis 15. He made a huge mistake with Hagar in Genesis 16. And then he was circumcised 

in Genesis 17.” They would have known that by heart. But we as Gentiles, we have to think through this a bit.  



So back to the question. When was Abraham’s faith credited to him as righteousness? Well it was in 

Genesis 15, right before God made a covenant with him. And in fact Abraham wasn’t even circumcised until 

Genesis 17. How many years passed before Genesis 15 and Genesis 17? Well according to the Bible, Abraham 

was 86 in Genesis 16. He was 99 in Genesis 17. So at least thirteen years passed between those two chapters. 

So wrap your mind around this, Harvest Decatur. Abraham was an uncircumcised believer for at least 13 

years! 13 years!  

Some of you might say, “That’s fascinating, Pastor Tony. Really, it is. But what does this have to do 

with anything in my life? Why is Paul talking about this?” Here’s why. And it means everything to us. Paul 

is trying to prove to his reader and to us that salvation isn’t about works, salvation has never been about works. 

Abraham was saved by faith alone, and he didn’t even have the “work” of circumcision until at least 13 years 

after he first believed unto salvation!  

 Paul says at the end of verse 10.  
It was not after, but before he was circumcised.  

Paul was a saved, uncircumcised Gentile for at least 13 years before he became “officially” a Jew. Ergo, 

you’re not saved by works… and you’re not saved by your ethnicity… you’re saved by faith.  

And to that you might say, “Come on Pastor Tony, Nobody thinks in our day that we are saved by 

circumcision.” True. That’s true. I grant you that. But let’s replace that word of circumcision with something 

else. Let’s replace it with some other “works” that sometimes people say is necessary for salvation. Let’s 

replace it with baptism. Are you saved before or after baptism? Let’s replace circumcision with church 

attendance. Are you saved by church attendance? Are you saved by daily Bible reading? Are you saved by 

regularly taking communion? Is your salvation dependent on the regular taking of communion? Let me say this 

demonstrably. I sure hope it’s not!  

I’ll tell you truth, we were supposed to take communion today. We were supposed to have it as 

part of our worship service, but we had to cancel it because of some logistical issues with all the stuff 

going on this week. Did we make a mistake cancelling communion? Are you guys going to lose your 

salvation now because you didn’t take the bread and the cup? No. You are not saved by that. And you 

are not kept saved by that. Your justification is not by works.  

And to that you might say, “Pastor Tony. Why are you so down on baptism? Why are you so down 

on church attendance and bible reading and communion?” Listen to me. Hear me say this. I’m not down 

on those things. I love those things. I was sad that we had to cancel communion today. I love taking the 

bread and the cup and remembering Christ’s sacrifice for us on the cross. But listen. When you make 

these things necessary for salvation, you don’t think more of them, you cheapen them. And you cheapen 

what Christ has done for you. When you think you need those things to save you or in combination with 

faith in Christ to save you, you cheapen them. You tell Christ, “Your death is not enough. What you did 

for me is not enough! I need more. I need works. I need ritual. I need legalism. I need religiosity to save 

me.” That mindset cheapens communion. It cheapens baptism. And it cheapens what Christ has done on 

the cross. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“But Pastor Tony, shouldn’t we get baptized? Shouldn’t we take communion and read our Bibles 

and evangelize lost people and love our wives as Christ loves the church and raise our kids to know the 

LORD. In other words, what is the relationship between faith and good works, Pastor Tony?”   

Here’s the answer. Write this down as #3.  

Let me say it this way, Genesis 15 is the basis for Genesis 17. Abraham’s faith in Genesis 15 was the 

basis for his obedience in Genesis 17 (circumcision) and in Genesis 19 (Abraham rescues Lot) and in Genesis 

22 (Abraham takes Isaac to Mt. Moriah) and in Genesis 23 (Abraham buries Sarah). By the way between 

Genesis 15 (Abraham’s faith) and Genesis 17 (Abraham obedience through circumcision), there was Genesis 

16 (Abraham’s disobedience with Hagar). Abraham’s faith didn’t mean that he was always obedient to God. 

Some of you might be breathing a sigh of relief hearing me say that. “Whew, that’s good, Pastor Tony!” 

Paul says this in verse 11. He says,  
11 [Abraham] received the sign of circumcision  



It was a sign. God takes the sexual organ of the man, and he puts a physical seal on it saying, “I will 

bring a son by this instrument. I will bring a son by your seed.” This was a sign of Abraham’s faith, but it was 

also a sign of the great offspring of Abraham who would save his people from their sin. And no I’m not talking 

about Isaac. I’m talking about a true and better Isaac, the serpent-crusher that God promised in Genesis 3.  
11 [Abraham] received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised.  

In the words of Stevie Wonder, Abraham was “Signed, Sealed, Delivered. I’m yours!” Paul says, 

“Circumcision was the sign!” “It was a sign of the righteousness that he had by faith!” We don’t have 

circumcision in the NT church, but we’ve got signs. Don’t we now? O yes, we’ve got signs. What do I call 

baptism every time I baptize someone? It’s the outward sign of an inward work. And it’s not our work, it’s the 

work of the LORD saving a soul and sealing a soul by the Holy Spirit. The sign is water baptism. That doesn’t 

saved you, but that’s what saved people do.  

When we take the bread and the cup in communion, that is a sign of what Christ has done for us. He 

died for us. His body is signified by the bread. His blood is signified in the wine. 

Here’s an illustration for you. Here on my hand, I have a sign of my marriage. Here it is. If I took 

this off, does that all of a sudden mean I’m not married anymore? If I were to lose this in Lake Decatur 

waterskiing with Alan White, would that mean that my marriage is over? Absolutely not. Some people get 

married without that sign. Some people got saved in the OT without circumcision. And Paul is saying here that 

it’s not circumcision or any other work that saves us; it’s faith. That doesn’t mean the sign is unimportant. It just 

means that it’s not decisive for salvation. Jared Wilson says it this way: “We are not set free by our 

obedience; we are set free to and for obedience.”3 Martin Luther says it this way: “We are saved by faith 

alone, but the faith that saves is never alone.” 
Paul says,  

The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness would be counted to 
them as well,  

What is Paul saying here? Well let me paraphrase what Paul is saying here with a song. “Father 
Abraham had many sons. Many son had Father Abraham. I am one of them, and so are you. So let’s 

just praise the LORD.” Isn’t that a great song? That song is a masterpiece! I keep waiting for the London 

Philharmonic Choir to do a rendition of that song. They haven’t done one yet.   
What does that song mean anyway? Father Abraham has many sons and I am one of them. What does 

that? I’ll tell you what it doesn’t meant. It doesn’t mean that we are all ethnically Jewish! That’s too bad! I wish 

I was Jewish! I’d love to be Jewish. I’m a Judeophile. Jewish people are cool. And Hebrew is the best language 

in the world.  

I’m not Jewish, but I can still sing about Father Abraham. He’s my spiritual father, because he was a 

pagan Gentile like me when he got saved. And even before he was circumcised, he had saving faith. He’s my 

father according to faith not flesh.  

Look at verse 12.  
12 and to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also walk in the footsteps of the faith that 
our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.  

In other words, Father Abraham is not just the spiritual father of the uncircumcised by faith, he’s also 

the spiritual father of the circumcised by faith… Christian Jews like Paul and Peter and James and Andrew… 

and also Messianic Jews in our day like my buddy Justin Kron up in Chicago… and Michael Wechsler and 

Michael Rydelnik, two of my professors at Moody Bible Institute. They “walk in the footsteps of the faith that 

our father Abraham had before he was circumcised.”  

They walk in the footsteps of the faith of our father Abraham. I walk in the footsteps of the faith of our 

father Abraham? Do you walk in the footsteps of the faith of our father Abraham? Do you now? “What 

does that mean, Pastor Tony?” Well it means, like Paul says elsewhere, that you confess with your mouth 

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead. Paul says if you believe 

that, “you will be saved! For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and 

is saved.” Have you done that? Have you now? Have you put your faith in the Son of God Jesus Christ? 

His death that paid for your sin? His resurrection establishing victory over death and a hope for your 

own resurrection someday?  

                                                 
3 Jared C. Wilson, Romans: A 12-Week Study, Knowing the Bible (Wheaton: Crossway, 2012), 30. 



I mean just think about it for a second. What if COVID-19 was a little more deadly? What if 

COVID-19 was more like EBOLA? Or more like the Spanish Flu in 1918 that killed somewhere between 

20 and 50 million people? What if that thing were coming for you and you could quarantine yourself 

away from it? It’s too late. Your day has come. Your number has been called. Are you ready for that? 

Are you ready to meet your Maker?  

I can’t speak for everyone in this room, but I’ll just speak for myself… I’m ready. I’m ready. I’m 

not in any hurry. I’m not looking for the quickest exit ramp off this highway. But if my time came today, 

tomorrow, I’m ready. Are you ready?  

“Oh, you’re just trying to scare us, Pastor Tony.” “Yeah I am!” “I admit it. I am.” Don’t be afraid 

of COVID-19. You need to be afraid of the wrath of God that will eternally rest upon you unless you have 

saving faith in Christ. That’s what you should be afraid of.  

I heard a story this last week about Charles Spurgeon, the great Baptist preacher from England in 

the 19th Century. He had two twin boys who he loved very much, and he used to take them regularly to 

the cemetery. And he read the names of the people in the cemetery. And he’d read their ages. Age 6. Age 

10. Age 2. Age 60. Age 100. And he’d lecture his sons, “Sons, death is coming. Are you ready to meet your 

maker?” Sound like a wonderful Father/Son outing. I like it.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I’ll close with this. I’ve been reading a book by Erik Larson called The Splendid and the Vile. It’s a 

book about WWII and the bombing of Britain in what’s called “the Blitz.” People don’t realize just how 

close England was to capitulating to Hitler before and during that Blitz. This was several months, by the 

way, before the United States even entered the war. France had surrendered to Nazi Germany. Poland 

had surrendered to Nazi Germany. Italy and Russia had signed a non-aggression treaty with Nazi 

Germany. All of Europe had been swallowed up by this thoroughly wicked and violent regime. You think 

that the COVID-19 stuff is terrifying, you should have lived during that crisis.  

 And one of the reasons that England refused to surrender to Germany is because Winston 

Churchill wouldn’t let them. And the Germans tried to bomb England into submission. In fact they just 

about bombed London into oblivion. They even went so far as to bomb the Royal Palace. At one point, 

the King and the Queen of England feared for their lives, because the bombing was so severe and so close 

to them. When that happened the King and the Queen both expressed a strange solidarity with the rest of 

the Londoners. The King said it gave them a closer connection to the masses. The queen said it this way: 

“I’m glad we’ve been bombed. It makes me feel I can look the East End in the face.”4 Why did they say 

that? Why did they feel that way? I assume it’s because they, maybe for the first time, experienced 

struggle and hardship and difficulty in ways that normal people experience it.  

 I don’t want to close this message talking about the King of England. I want to close it by talking 

about the King of our salvation. Now imagine if you would, not just a constitutional monarch like the 

King of England, and not just an absolute monarch like the kings of old. But imagine the King of Kings, 

the sovereign ruler of the world, in fact the creator of the world that lives apart from it. Imagine that 

King coming to our world of disease and violence and sin. And imagine that that King of Kings, came 

into his world and lived among us, served people, healed people, taught people the truth about God in a 

way they had never heard it before. And then, that King willingly gave his life as a sacrifice for the sins of 

those people that he created. He died for them. He saved them. And then he rose from the dead and 

offered them a free gift of salvation, not by works, but by grace through faith.   

I’ve said this before, I’ll say it again. That’s my King! That’s the person I will love and serve and 

put my faith in. And that’s that King that I will live eternally with. Are you with me? Let’s bow in a word 

of prayer and then we can sing to that king together.  
 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
4 Erik Larson, The Splendid and The Vile (New York: Crown, 2020), 227.  



 

 


