
 

 

 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 
 
GO DEEPER 
Explain sola fide in your own words. When we say faith alone saves us, what do we mean 
by faith? Do we mean faith in ourselves? Faith in God’s existence? Faith in Jesus’s 
existence? What specifically do we believe about Jesus that saves us? Are there other 
ways to be saved apart from faith in Christ?  
 
Read Romans 4:1-12. According to Paul, was Abraham credited righteousness before, 
during, or after he was circumcised? Why does it even matter? Why is this something 
that Paul uses to argue his main point in Romans 4?    
 
Is faith in Christ combined with good works for salvation? Does faith in Christ inevitably 
produce good works? If so, what do those good works look like? Read the following 
article to help you see the relationship between faith and works (and the relationship 
between James 2:14–26 and Romans 4:1-12): 
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/faith-and-works-3/ 
 
GET PERSONAL 
Defined the term “blessed” or “blessing.” When do you feel blessed throughout the day? 
When does the world describe a person as blessed? How does Paul describe a blessed 
person in Romans 4:6-8 (also David in Psalm 32:1-2)? As Christians, can we be blessed 
when we are having a hard day or when we are suffering from something horrible (e.g. 
cancer, conflict)? Are unbelievers blessed in a biblical sense when they are making lots of 
money or succeeding in their careers?  
 
Abraham’s faith in the LORD was followed by radical obedience (e.g. he took Isaac to be 
sacrificed, he circumcised the male members of his family). If you have saving faith in the 
LORD, how is that faith lived out in radical obedience to him? What has God asked you to 
do as a follower (believer!) of him? In what ways are you struggling to be obedient to 
him? In what ways are you excelling as a follower/believer? 

 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Some people in Paul’s day said that a believer must be circumcised to be saved (see Acts 
15:1). What does Paul think about that (see Acts 15:2-3; Gal 2:3-5; 5:1-12; 6:12-15; cf. 
Peter’s words also in Acts 15:6-11)? What do people say in our day that believers must 
add to faith in order to be saved (e.g. church attendance, baptism, legalism)? 
 
How do you begin your prayers to the LORD? Do you start by calling God “Father” (see 
Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6)? Do you approach the throne of grace with confidence (see Heb 4:14-
16)? Do you have assurance of salvation and security in God’s love based upon your faith 
in God’s Son? Consider a way that you can begin your prayers to reinforce these central 
theological truths. Maybe something like this, “Father, I am a sinner saved by grace, and I 
come to you now with my needs and my concerns…”  

 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
According to Martin Luther, justification by faith alone is the doctrine on which the 
church stands or falls. Why does Luther think that? Do you agree with him? What is lost if 
a church abandons this central doctrine that Paul teaches in Romans 3-4?  

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/faith-and-works-3/

