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Romans 5:6-11 

 

Let’s take our Bibles together and turn to Romans 5. As you are turning there, let me share with 

you a book that I’ve been reading over the last week. I’ve been reading a book this week about D.L. 

Moody, the great evangelist of the 19th Century.1 And it’s amazing to me how many life-threatening 

scenarios D.L. Moody lived through. Some of that was probably just normal for a 19th Century person. 

He lived through the Civil War as an Army Chaplin. He lived through the Chicago Fire. That was 

harrowing. He lived through a cholera outbreak in Chicago, which in many ways is comparable to our 

own COVID-19 pandemic, except that cholera was much more deadly among children. And also, Moody 

survived a sinking ship on one of his voyages back from England, which nearly killed 700 people in the 

middle of the Atlantic Ocean. That was a terrifying ordeal for people.  

 And Moody said that during the Civil War he was under fire yet without fear. During the great 

cholera epidemic he went around with the doctors, visiting the sick and dying without any concern for his 

life. Moody said, “I remember a case of smallpox where the flesh had literally dropped away from the 

backbone, yet I went to the bedside of that poor sufferer again and again, with Bible and prayer, for 

Jesus’ sake. In all this, I had no fear of death.”2 Moody said about the sinking ship that he was on that “I 

knew if I had died there, it would be only to wake up in heaven. That was settled long ago.”3 Here’s a 

rendering of Moody leading a prayer service on the ship as it was sinking. That was pretty characteristic 

of him. Moody wasn’t afraid to cry out to God for help. But at the same time he was unafraid of death: “I 

knew if I had died there, it would be only to wake up in heaven. That was settled long ago.”   

 How could Moody be so confident of life after death? Isn’t that arrogant of him? How could he 

really know that his eternity was secure?  

 And those questions might bring a few questions to mind for you. “Can I have that kind of assurance 

right now? Can I be that confident about my future like he was?” Here’s the big question that I want to 

answer this morning: “Can I have assurance of salvation? Can I have eternal security as a believer?”  

Here’s the answer to that and the one main thing that I want to say today in this message. Yes, you can! 

Yes, yes you can have assurance of salvation. And I want you to have that assurance based upon God’s 

Word and what Paul writes in Romans 5.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

“How can you be so sure, Pastor Tony? How can you be so confident?” Here’s how. These four 

truths from Romans 5:6-11. Write ‘em down, church. I’m calling these four reasons that we can have 

assurance of salvation. Here’s number 1.  

You might say, “That doesn’t sound like assurance, Pastor Tony. Where you going with this?” Our 

message today is entitled “Eternal Security.” And before we get to the good news of eternal security, you’ve got 

to hear the truth of eternal insecurity. You’ve got to hear the bad news first, before we can get the good news. 

Before we can get to the Savior, you need to know what you are being saved from. People say all the time, “I 

got saved at such and such time” or “I got saved at such and such age.” The question is, what did you get 

saved from? We got to talk about that first before we can talk about eternal security.  

Paul says in Romans 5:6: 
6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 

Now here’s the question you’ve got to answer in verse 6. Who are the “we” in that verse? Who are the 

“weak” and the “ungodly”? The answer is “we” are that “we.” We are the weak. We are the ungodly. “No, no, 

Pastor Tony, I’m not ungodly. I may not be perfect, but I’m better than most. I wouldn’t call myself 
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ungodly.” Yes, you are ungodly. Yes, I am ungodly. This word here in Greek is the word ἀσεβής, which means 

“wicked, impious or ungodly.”4 It’s the opposite of the word εὐσεβής which means “godly” or “pious.”5 The 

truth is that you are not εὐσεβής; you are ἀσεβής. You are not pious; you are wicked. You are not godly; you 

are ungodly. And that makes you weak! You are too weak to secure your own salvation.  

If you want proof of that, just read Romans 1-3. That was Paul’s whole argument at the beginning of 

this book. Paul wrote that to establish what’s called “the universality of human sinfulness.” We are all ungodly. 

We are all unholy. We all fall short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23). It’s like a cosmic game of “Ring around 

the Rosie.” “Ashes, Ashes, we all fall down.” We are all too weak to save ourselves.  

Now here’s the good news. In our weakness, while we were ungodly, Christ … look at verse 6 again… 

Christ died for us! That’s good news. “No, no, Tony, I’m not ungodly.” “OK, then that means Christ didn’t 

die for you. You sure you want to claim that category?” Warren Wiersbe said once that, “Jesus died for 

the ungodly because he couldn’t find anyone else to die for. We were all ungodly.”6 You are not saved by 

being godly, you are saved by the God who died for you! 

About 15 years ago I visited a Mosque in the Chicago area as part of a “world religions class” I 

took at Moody. And I remember hearing the Imam tell us that a Muslim’s good deeds have to outweigh 

their bad deeds if they want to go to heaven. That’s how salvation works in their religion. So even if you 

are a practicing Muslim, that’s not enough, you have to keep up your good deeds. You can never have 

assurance of salvation. There’s no such thing as eternal security.  

And that has created a bit of a crisis with all this COVID-19 stuff. Some Muslims are still 

attending Mosque services, and some Muslims are still making the trek to Mecca and Medina.7 And it 

makes sense, because that’s part of their good works to earn favor with God. They have to risk their lives 

in order to maintain their salvation. It’s the exact opposite of what I said about D.L. Moody earlier. D.L. 

Moody risked his life ministering to people with cholera because he wasn’t afraid of death and he has 

assurance of salvation. Muslims have to go to the Mosque and risk their lives in order to maintain their 

salvation.  

I’ll tell you the truth, I really miss seeing you guys at church. It breaks my heart to come here on 

Sunday and see this building empty. Nobody upstairs. No kids downstairs going into their HK classrooms. 

That makes me sad, but I’m glad we don’t have to risk lives and gather as a church in order to maintain 

our salvation. I miss communion. But I’m glad we don’t have to take communion at church in order to be 

saved or stay saved.  

Some of you might be ready for baptism right now. And if that’s the case, then I can’t wait to baptize 

you once we are able to gather again in our building. And I’m glad we don’t have to baptize you right away in 

order to secure your salvation. Otherwise we might have to resort to one of those dunk tanks where you throw a 

baseball at a target in order to dunk a person underwater. Brian and Susie Holt sent me this last week on 

Facebook. Here’s our “Social Distancing Baptistry.” Aren’t you glad we don’t have to resort to that? I 

mean, it could be fun… But…    
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Write this down as #2. The bad news is that “Sin separated us from God.” But here’s the good 

news. The good news is that… 

Paul says in verse 7,  
7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— 8 but God shows 
his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

Now maybe if we were good, someone would die for us. You could imagine a parent dying to rescue 

their child. You could imagine a heroic person, a firefighter or a police officer, dying to save innocent 

people. That’s conceivable. But what’s not conceivable is someone giving up their life to save a wicked person. 

What’s not conceivable or even tolerable is someone righteous dying on behalf of someone who was 
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unrighteous. What’s not imaginable is a wholly righteous person without sin, God-incarnate, our Creator, dying 

for wholly unholy sinners like you for me. That’s too much! Why would someone ever do that? Why would 

God allow his son to do that?  

You know during baby dedications here at Harvest, we see little kids so sweet and innocent 

looking. Some of you watching right now, I’ve dedicated your babies here at church. I should have asked 

you in that moment, “Would you allow your child to die so that another person may live.” Of course you 

would say, “no way.” What about if it was for a “righteous” person? What about if it was for someone 

important and strategic like Winston Churchill or Martin Luther King? Would you? Would anybody? 

Maybe?  

Ok, well what if it was for an enemy of yours? Would you let your child die for an enemy? Of course 

not! And yet here we have this. God gave his only son, Jesus Christ, to die on a cross! For us, his enemies! 

Look at verse 10. That’s what we were. We were sinners. We were enemies of God.  

Pastor J.D. Greear said this. He said, “God laying down his life for me is not like me laying down 

my life for my children. God laying down his life for me is like me laying down my life to save a terrorist 

who had murdered my children.”8 Who would do that? That’s exactly Paul’s point. Only God has this kind of 

love for us. Only God could send his son to die for us, sinners and enemies of God.  

And why would God do that? Here’s why. And if you don’t get this, then you don’t get the gospel, 

Christian. Here’s why God did that. Because he loves us, sinners though we are. God demonstrates his own love 

for us in that while we were sinners, Christ died for us. If you don’t have that passage memorized, memorize 

it! Romans 5:8. 
8 but God shows his for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

And one of the reasons that you need to have this passage memorized, Christian, is that this passage 

addresses one of the key needs in the human heart, the need to be loved. And yet we have such a skewed 

understanding of love in our world right now. In our day love is an “anything-goes” kind of sentimentality that 

would ignore the biblical understanding of this term.  

In our day, we are so accustomed to thinking about love in selfish and worldly terms that we’ve got to 

overhaul our entire thinking so we can start to understand love the way God intends it. NT Scholar Craig 

Blomberg says it this way: “The need for genuine Christ-like love remains as great today as ever. Yet one 

of our greatest problems is defining love. Popular culture – in literature, music, advertising, and the 

visual arts – uses the word [love] to mean just about everything except what the Bible means by it. So 

even Christians are easily misled into thinking love is primarily a feeling, something you fall in or out of. 

We equate it with lust or sexual intercourse itself, speaking of one’s “lover” or of “making love.” But 

…throughout Scripture, love is first of all an action, an unconditional commitment, a promise that is 

never broken.”9        

The Greek word that Paul uses for love here is the word ἀγάπη. 
8 but God shows his [ἀγάπη] for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Christ’s death made a way for us to be reconciled to God. God’s love, his ἀγάπη, made a way for the 

chasm between us and God to be bridged. You might say, “What do you mean by that, Pastor Tony? The 

chasm bridged?” Well let me show you. I’ve shown you this before, but maybe it’s time to repeat this.     

So this is you, Harvest Decatur. This is you separated from God. God is holy. We are unholy. It 

wasn’t like that in Genesis 1-2. Back then, Adam and Eve walked with God in the cool of the day. But 

Genesis 3 changed all that. And now there is this chasm between God and us. We are wholly unholy. God 

is wholly holy. We are imperfect. God is glorious. We have sinned and fall short of the glory of God (Rom 

3:23). And there is this untraversable gulf between you and God. You can’t reach God or re-establish a 

relationship with God in your own power.  

And part of Paul’s argument in the Book of Romans is that all of our works to re-establish that 

relationship fall short. And because of our sin, we fall short of God’s glory. All of our good deeds to reach 

God are insufficient. Our good works can never compensate for the profound un-holiness that is found in 

us. Jesus himself said that, “unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, 

you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven” (Matt 5:20). Jesus told us to be perfect as our Heavenly 
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Father is perfect (Matt 5:41). How’s that going to happen? Answer: It’s not. So how are we going to 

bridge this chasm between us and God? Answer: Not by works. Not by going to church. Not by reading 

your Bible. Not by being good. Not by loving your neighbor. Not by having more good deeds than bad 

deeds.  

Here’s how this gulf is traversed. It’s not by works, but by sola fide, sola gratia, solus Christus. By 

faith alone. By grace alone. By Christ alone. 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

You might say, “I know that already, Pastor Tony! I got that down.” Ok. Good. Have you shared 

this with someone lately? Have you told someone lately that… 
God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

People in our world desperately need to hear this.  

Quick confession time for you. I’m not proud of this, but I feel like I should tell you this anyway. 

Sanja, Alastair, and I have been binge-watching the Marvel Comic Book movies. Is it ok for me to say 

that? They’re fun. We like them. Can you guess who my favorite Marvel Hero is? This will not surprise 

Sanja’s family in Croatia, but my favorite is Captain America. He’s cool. He’s got integrity.  

But here’s my observation about the Marvel movies, okay. I’m not an expert, so please don’t send 

me emails about how I’m misunderstanding the Comic Book genre. My observation in watching those 

movies is that people love the heroic act of self-sacrifice. In almost every one of those movies, there’s a 

moment where the “hero” lays down his or her life to save other people. We love that! We spend billions 

of dollars as a nation watching those movies. And there’s this longing in the human heart for someone to 

be our hero, to show us that kind of love. And that’s what Christ has done for us. Romans 5:8. 

My wife loves this meme where Jesus is gathered around the Marvel Heroes. You’ve probably 

seen this before. It seems relevant for our passage today. And Jesus says to them, while they listen 

captivated: “And that’s how I saved the world.” 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Write this down as #3. Here’s a third reason that we can have assurance of salvation.  

And I’m using a future tense here intentionally. Jesus’s blood will save us from the future outpouring of 

God’s wrath.  

Paul says in verse 9.
9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified [past tense] by his blood, much more shall we be saved [future tense] by him from the 
wrath of God.  

Now this is what’s called a qal wahomer argument in the ancient world. Qal wahomer in Hebrew means 

“light and heavy.” In Latin, this is called an a fortiori argument; that is a “how much more” argument. If this is 

true, then how much more will this be true! Jesus used this kind of argumentation all the time. Jesus said, “If 

you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is 

in heaven give good things to those who ask him” (Matt 7:11).  

Similarly Paul is saying here, since we have been justified by Christ’s blood, how much more shall we 

be saved from the wrath of God. In other words, if Jesus died for us on the cross, why wouldn’t he save us from 

the wrath of God to come? Of course Jesus is going to do that. That’s why we have assurance of salvation. 

That’s why we have eternal security. Jesus saved us already; of course he’s going to save us at the end of days 

when God’s wrath is poured out on unbelievers. 

By this way, this word for “saved” in verse 9 is the Greek word σῴζω. And this is a word that is used in 

the NT for our past, present, and future salvation. Did you know, Christian, that you were saved, you are being 

saved, and you will be saved? Theologians refer to this as your justification, your sanctification, and your future 

glorification. Past, present, and future. You were justified, you are being sanctified, and you will be glorified. 

Jen Wilkin says it this way: “Be assured of your justification. It was. One day, you were freed fully from 

the penalty of sin. Be patient with your sanctification. It is. Each day, you are being freed increasingly 

from the power of sin. Be eager for your glorification. It is to come. One day, you will be freed finally 

from the presence of sin.” 

What’s Paul talking about here in verse 9? He’s talking about the past and the future. He’s talking about 

your justification and glorification. Your justification is the basis of your glorification. You were saved, so you 



can rest assured when Christ comes back that you will be saved, you will be glorified. You will received your 

new glorified body and enter into the presence of the Lord forever.     

By the way, what purchased our justification? Answer: Jesus’s blood. What purchased our future 

glorification? Answer: Jesus’s blood! 
9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. 

You remember the blood imagery in the OT, right? The animal was brought to the priest. The priest slit 

the throat of that animal. Sprinkled the blood on the altar. Sprinkled the blood on the Israelite. That’s was the 

picture of atonement. But in Jesus, not only do we have better blood, but we have a better priest, says the author 

of Hebrews. A high priest who was tempted as we are, yet without sin (Heb 4:15). Jesus our Great High Priest, 

right? “A Great High Priest whose name is love” as the hymn-writer Charitie Bancroft put it so many years 

ago: 
Before the throne of God above, 
I have a strong and perfect plea, 
a great High Priest whose name is Love, 
who ever lives and pleads for me. 

And let’s talk about eternal security. She gets it. She wrote this: 
My name is graven on his hands, 
my name is written on his heart. 
I know that while in heav'n he stands, 
no tongue can bid me thence depart. 
Because the sinless Savior died, 
my sinful soul is counted free; 
for God, the just, is satisfied 

The wrath of God was placed on Christ on the cross, so I don’t have to experience it. 
to look on him and pardon me. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Write this down as #4. One final reason we can have assurance of salvation.  

Notice the future tense again with this fourth point. I’m trying to render this as best I can similar to the 

passage and what Paul is saying in these last two verses.  
10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we 
be saved by his life. 

 There’s that future use of the word “saved” again (Greek: σῴζω). We shall be saved by his life. We 

were saved (justified). We are being saved (sanctified). We will be saved (glorified). And part of this 

glorification involves reconciliation. Notice Paul uses this reconciliation language three times in verses 10-11. 

That’s a big deal. Justification is legal language. We are justified. We are declared righteous in a court of law so 

to speak. But that’s legal. You can be legally declared something that has no effect on your relationship.10 I can 

go to the courts and make you respect me as your neighbor. But that doesn’t mean that we are reconciled 

as neighbors. Paul says here that we are not just justified legally as children of God. We aren’t just declared 

sinless, we are received by God as his children. We are reconciled. God opens up his arms and brings us in.  

 Notice that already began at justification. Look at verse 10 again.     
10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, 

We were reconciled. But much more, here’s that qal wahomer argument again.  
much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life. 

We were enemies. We’ve already been reconciled at justification. But we are going to get a serious 

reconciliation upgrade at glorification. We will be saved. We will be glorified. We will be reconciled to God for 

eternity. How can we be sure of that? Because of Jesus’s life. Jesus’s death paid for our sins. Jesus’s life 

prepared the way for eternity. His resurrection is the firstfruits of our own resurrection. 

Well how can we be sure that we are going to be resurrected from the dead, Pastor Tony? Well if you 

believe that Jesus’s death justified you, why wouldn’t Jesus’s life save you after death? If Christ did that in the 

past, why wouldn’t he do this in the future? That’s Paul’s argument here. And we can have security in that.    

The church father Ambrosiaster said it this way more than1600 years ago: “If Christ gave himself up 

to death at the right time for those who were unbelievers and enemies of God … how much more will he 
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protect us with his help if we believe in him! He died for us in order to obtain life and glory for us. So if 

he died for his enemies, just think what he will do for his friends!”11 

We can have security in that. We can have confidence in that. And even more, Paul says in verse 11, we 

can boast in that.  
 11 More than that, we also rejoice [boast; Greek: καυχάομαι] in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received reconciliation.  

I hope you are comfortable with this word “boasting” by now. I hope you’ve given up that false 

humility thinking “boasting” is bad and timidity about your faith is good. Forget timidity! Forget 

modesty. I will boast in God through my Lord Jesus Christ, through who I have received reconciliation! I 

won’t boast in myself. I won’t rejoice in my own ability. “O, Tony Caffey, you are such a clever guy figuring 

out this Jesus stuff, while the rest of the world is so blind.” No. I’m not going to boast in myself. I going to 

rejoice in my salvation. I going to boast in the LORD. “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the 

mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that 

he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD” (Jer 9:23-24). Let him, Romans 5:11, “boast in God 

through our LORD Jesus Christ, through whom we have received reconciliation.” 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 I’ll close with this. Can we have assurance of salvation? Can we now? Can we have eternal 

security? Some people might say that we can’t. Some people might say, “That’s awfully presumptuous of 

you, Pastor Tony! In fact, that’s prideful of you to say that!” That’s probably what our Muslim friends 

would say if they heard me espouse such confidence in my salvation. They would say, “That’s prideful!” 

Is it, though? Is it? Is it prideful for us to read Romans 5, and derive from this text assurance of 

salvation? I don’t think so. In fact, to do otherwise, I think, is a form of false humility.  

 Here’s why I say that. Let’s say for example that God came to and said, “Ryan, I just put $100,000 

in your checking account. Paul, I just put $100,000 in your account. Go spend it on me. Go use it.” And 

let’s say God showed up a few weeks later, and asked you, “Did you spent it yet?” “No, Lord! I was 

afraid that if I wrote a check on your money, the check might bounce.” Now is that humility? How do you 

think God would respond to that action? God would probably say, “If you want to be humble about your 

own ability to make and spend money, go ahead. But when I give you money, don’t you pretend to be 

humble about it. When I say that money is there, it’s there.” “When I say that your salvation is 

purchased at the cross, it’s done.” “When I say that you are saved by grace it’s done!” You can be 

confident in that. Don’t say, “Well maybe I’m saved, maybe I’m not saved. Well find out in eternity.” No! 

Don’t be humble on God’s account. When God says it, it’s done. And we can boast in it. We can rejoice in 

it! Not in ourselves! Not in what we’ve done, but in what God has done. Let’s do that now. Bow with me 

in a word of prayer and then Ryan will lead us in a final song.   
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