
 

 

 

 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 
 
GO DEEPER 
Romans 5:8 says that, “God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” How is the biblical description of love different from the world? 
NT Scholar Craig Blomberg says, “Popular culture – in literature, music, advertising, 
and the visual arts – uses the word love to mean just about everything except what 
the Bible means by it.” How is love misunderstood in our culture? How do you 
counter false understandings of love in your conversations with people? 
 
Can Christians have assurance of salvation? Is it prideful to assume that you are 
saved by God’s grace? Is it humble to say, “Maybe I’m saved, maybe I’m not. I don’t 
want to be presumptuous”? Does God want us to have assurance of salvation as 
believers? Why or why not? 
 
GET PERSONAL 
When you discover some new flaw in your character or a sinful pattern in your life 
(e.g. fearfulness, apathy, anger), does that make you feel far from God? Or does that 
make you feel closer to God knowing that he loves you despite your sinfulness? How 
does Romans 5 and our assurance of salvation in Christ address this matter? 
 
Romans 5:6 says, “For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly.” Warren Wiersbe said once that, “Jesus died for the ungodly because he 
couldn’t find anyone else to die for.” If Christ died for you, then that means that you 
were weak and ungodly before salvation. Does that hurt your feelings? Paul says that 
we were enemies of Jesus before he died for us (5:10). Does that hurt your feelings? 
If Jesus saved you when you were his enemy, then how do you think Jesus will treat 
you in eternity, now that you are friends?  
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
What is the ultimate demonstration of love in the Bible (cf. John 3:16; Rom 5:8)? Can 
we imitate that display of love? How do we realistically obey the command of 1 John 
3:16 (“he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for the 
brothers”)? 
 
Paul uses the word “rejoice” [or “boast”; Greek: καυχάομαι] several times in Romans 
5 (5:2, 3, 11; cf. 4:2). According to Paul, what should we rejoice (boast) in as 
Christians? How did you rejoice last week? How might you rejoice this week? 
 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
If God is love (1 John 4:8) and shows us love (John 3:16; Rom 5:8), then how can God 
be wrathful towards others (Rom 5:9)?  
What’s the difference between justification, sanctification, and glorification? When 
is a believer justified? When is he or she sanctified? When are we glorified? Access 
the following article by Jen Wilkin to help you answer that question: 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/how-salvation-brings-freedom/  
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