
 

 

 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 
 
GO DEEPER 
Read Romans 7:7-13. Why doesn’t Paul want us to equate sin with the law (7:7)? List 
some good things that the law does. List some things that the law can’t accomplish 
in our lives. To help you think through this matter, watch the following video with 
Don Carson on the relationship between law and gospel: 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/video/whats-relationship-law-gospel/  
 
In some Jewish tradition coveting was identified as the root of all sin. Even if a 
person made it through nine of the Ten Commandments unscathed (an impossibility 
in light of Jesus’s statements in Matthew 5), he or she won’t get past the tenth 
commandment. The tenth commandment deals more directly with sin in the heart 
not just outward actions. In what ways does covetousness get a hold on the human 
heart? See the following article at the Ligonier Ministries website to help you think 
through the tenth commandment: 
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/the-tenth-commandment/ 
 
GET PERSONAL 
Aren’t we supposed to delight in the law (Ps 1:2; 139:97-99)? How does that square 
with Romans 7? How do we, as Christians who aren’t saved by the law, delight in the 
law? Is God still using the law in your life right now? If so, how?  
 
Paul says, “I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, ‘You 
shall not covet’” (7:7). What sins in your heart has the Lord revealed to you through 
the law? How does Jesus make “law-fulfillment” even more difficult in Matt 5:21-48? 
Did you think you were free from the sin of murder before you read Matt 5:21-22? 
Did you think you were free from the sin of adultery until you read Matt 5:27-28? 
What is Jesus trying to convince us of in Matt 5?  
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Is it okay to murder and commit adultery now that you have been saved by grace not 
law? If not, why not? Can’t we just blame the law for our sinful behavior? Or maybe 
the devil? What role does confession of sin play in the life of a Christian after 
conversion?    
 
Are there ways that you are tempted to have a pharisaic mindset in your Christian 
life? If so, how? Has doing good (obeying the law) ever led to wickedness in your 
heart (e.g. anger towards others, pride, self-righteousness)?  
 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
How many times is the law mentioned in Romans 7? How many times is the Spirit 
mentioned? Now look at Romans 8. How many times is the law mentioned versus 
the Spirit? What’s the significance of that? How is the Spirit emphasized in Romans 8 
as essential to the Christian life? How does the Spirit succeed where the law fails?  
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