
 

 

 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 
 
GO DEEPER 
What does it mean to be a “child of God?” Is that a positive term for you? 
What are the privileges and responsibilities of being a child of God? What 
are the challenges with being a child of God (see Matt 5:10-11; Rom 8:17; 
John 15:18; 1 John 3:13)? 
 
Paul tells us in Romans 8:13 that those who live by the Spirit will mortify (put 
to death) the deeds of the body. What exactly are the deeds of the body? 
How do we mortify them? The 17th Century theologian John Owen said, 
“[always] be killing sin or it will be killing you.” What did he mean by that? 
 
GET PERSONAL 
What does it mean to be “led by the Spirit of God”? How does the Spirit lead 
you in your life? How does the Spirit’s leading in your life confirm your 
identity as a child of God?  
 
How do you know that you are truly a child of God? Are you confident in 
calling God your Father? Should we call God “our Father in heaven” like 
Jesus did? Why or why not?    
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Do you ever think about what it means to be an heir of God? According to 
Romans 8:17, someday you will inherit everything that belongs to God. You 
are a co-heir with Christ Jesus. Do you live your life like that future 
inheritance awaits you? Be honest. Why is it nonsensical according to Jesus 
to treasure things that we accumulate now in this world (Matt 6:19-21)? 
How can you treasure more the things of eternity and treasure less the 
temporal things of this present world?    
 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
Aren’t all human beings, who are made in God’s image, the “children of 
God”? Didn’t Paul tell a bunch of unbelievers in Athens in Acts 17:29 that we 
are all God’s offspring? How do you reconcile what Paul said in Acts 17:29 
with what he said in Romans 8:12-17 and Galatians 4:6? 
 
Why is sonship significant in this passage (Rom 8:12-17)? How is the concept 
of sonship linked to the understanding of inheritance in the ancient world? 
Should women feel uncomfortable being referred to as sons of God who cry 
“Abba, Father”? Similarly, why shouldn’t men be uncomfortable being 
referred to as the bride of Christ?  


