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Nursery and Pre-K will reopen on Sept 27. 
Please contact Heather Jackson at 

217.972.3067 to volunteer now! 
More Details to come!

There are several ways to give to Harvest 
Decatur! 
• Online at harvestdecatur.org/give
• Mail check to 2710 E. Lost Bridge Rd, 

62521
• Text the dollar amount you want to 

give to 84321

September 26

8:30 am

The deacons are having a work day on 
September 26th starting at 8:30 am. 
We will be working on the fellowship hall, 
emptying Harvest Kids of things that have 
been stored in there, and assembling a park 
bench for outside the church entrance. 
Please mark your calendar and plan to join 
us if you can.

Mike Vernon, Deacon Chair,  
217.358.5939 
michael_vernon@comcast.net

Paul Roberts
217.433.3756
kerussokosmos@gmail.com

Don Miller
217.433.4046
otiefam@yahoo.com

E L D E R S

Tony Caffey, Senior Pastor, 
217.294.0272
pastortony@harvestdecatur.org

Ryan Jackson, Associate Pastor, 
217.413.0553
pastorryan@harvestdecatur.org 

George Bennett, Elder Chair,  
217.433.1161
gbennett47@comcast.net  



 

 

 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 
 
GO DEEPER 
James suggests calling elders to pray for you when you are sick. Have you ever 
done that before? Have you ever been anointed with oil for a sickness? If not, 
why not? If so, what was the result of that prayer?  
 
Why does James mention sin with a prayer of faith in James 5:15? What’s the 
relationship between sin and suffering/sickness? Is sickness always the result of 
sin? Is sickness ever the result of sin? Does God always answer our prayers for 
healing? If not, why not?   
 
How would you respond if you heard for the first time ever that the Creator of 
the Universe listens to and answers your prayers? Have you allowed familiarity 
to breed contempt in your relationship with the Lord? How can you get back to a 
sense of wonder and awe in prayer?   
 
GET PERSONAL 
Evaluate your commitment to both personal and corporate prayer. Do you pray 
alone every day without distractions? Do you pray with a group of people every 
week? Why should we (or shouldn’t we?) be committed to these disciplines as 
Christians? What’s the benefit of a disciplined prayer life?   
 
Have you ever tried to restore a believer who was wandering from the truth 
(5:19)? If so, how did they respond? Has anyone tried to restore you after a 
period of wandering from the truth? Did it work?  
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Consider the acronym A.C.T.S. as a model for prayer – Adoration, Confession, 
Thanksgiving, Supplication. What’s the difference between these different kinds 
of prayers? How do you incorporate these different components into your 
prayer life corporately and personally?  
 
Why is confession an important part of our prayer life? Why is confession to one 
another so important? How are you obeying James 5:16 in your life: “confess 
your sins to one another and pray for one another”?  
 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
Churches in James’s day had no knowledge of pathogens and infectious 
diseases. Since we are aware of these things now, should we dispense with 
things like laying hands on people for prayer and anointing with oil? Should 
churches abstain from this practice during outbreaks like the COVID-19 
pandemic? What’s the purpose of the oil anyway? Isn’t it symbolic? If it is 
symbolic, why should we continue this practice?   
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