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Romans 9:19-29 

 

Introduction: Amen. Church you may be seated. Let’s open up our Bibles together if we could. 

And before we turn to the passage that was just read, I want you to turn to John 10. Could you do that 

with me? I want to start this morning by quoting the Lord Jesus in John 10. That’s a good place to start a 

sermon, don’t you think? Quoting Jesus!  

Jesus says this in John 10:14.  
14 I am the good shepherd.  

As you probably remember, this is one of the “I AM” statements in John’s Gospel. Jesus says “I 

am the bread of life,” “I am the light of the world,” “I am the resurrection and the life,” etc. etc. And one of 

those “I AM” statements is John 10:14, “I am the good shepherd.” Jesus goes on to say,   
I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 
And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd.  

Jesus says, “I have other sheep that are not of this fold.” And the question is, “Who are those other 

sheep?” Do you know, Harvest Decatur?  

Well, this is pretty exciting for us, because this is an instance in the Bible when we can say, “Hey, 

that’s us!” When you read this with your kids at night before you go to bed, you can say, “Hey kids, Jesus 

is talking about us right there.” We aren’t of Jesus’s initial fold; that is the Jews of Israel. We are sheep 

from another fold. But God brings us in, those who listen to his voice, because, “Red and Yellow Black 

and White they are precious in his sight.” The Book of Revelation speaks of “a great multitude that no one 

could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and 

before the Lamb” (Rev 7:9). God loves diversity! And Jesus has a multitude of sheep from all over the 

world that listen to his voice and respond to his call. 

And so Jesus says, “I have other sheep that are not of this fold.” And then Jesus says, in John 10:16:   
So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

One church. One Heaven. One Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. God will take sheep from many 

folds, and he will make of them one flock with one shepherd, the Great Shepherd.  

Okay, now we can turn to our passage in Romans 9, which was just read for you. And what we see 

in Romans 9 is that Paul references the exact same thing as Jesus does in John 10. Paul says in verse 25, 

“Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people.’” Paul says in verse 26 that those who are not God’s 

people will be called, “sons of the living God.” Those Gentiles that Jesus alluded to… those sheep from 

another fold will be called “sons of the living God.”  

And what’s fascinating here is that these ideas don’t originate with Paul. This development in 

salvation history doesn’t even originate with Jesus’s words after his incarnation. Paul goes back, way 

back, to 700 years before Christ when the prophet Hosea said these things, and the prophet Isaiah said 

these things. I would even argue that these ideas go back to God’s words to Abraham in the book of 

Genesis, when God said, “in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed” (Gen 22:18).  

God didn’t have to rescue poor and lowly Gentiles like you and me. He didn’t have to show us 

grace. But he did. And we are grateful. That’s the main point of Romans 9:19-29. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The title of our message today is “Other Sheep Not of This Fold.” And I want to give you this morning, 

three displays of God’s mercy to us sinful and lowly Gentiles. We may have a few Jewish people here in the 

sanctuary this morning or watching at home right now. My wife and my son have a fractional percentage of 

Jewish blood according to “23 and Me” (if “23 and Me” is correct with their DNA analysis!). Some of you 

may have more than just a fractional percentage of Jewish blood. But for most of us this morning, we are 



Gentiles. So I’m going to direct my comments today to the Gentile crowd and exposit Romans 9 from that 

vantage point. And the first thing that I want to say is this. Write this down as #1 in your notes.  

Paul says in verse 19, 
19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?”   

Now Paul is having a little conversation here with an imaginary interlocutor. He’s imagining a person 

who objects to what he has said already in Romans 9. Paul said already in Romans 9 that God is sovereign. 

Paul said already in Romans 9 that God elects those who are going to be saved. God chose Jacob. God didn’t 

choose Esau. God chose Isaac. God didn’t choose Ishmael. God is free to do that.  

And the interlocutor says, “Injustice! That’s not fair!” Paul says, “No. God is free to do whatever he 

pleases. God will have mercy on whomever he will have mercy.” And then Paul brings forth the example of 

Pharaoh in the OT. Is it okay for God to raise up Pharaoh in order that he might put him down as a show of 

power? Is God free to show his power in this way? Paul says, “Yes he is!” Paul says in verse 18 that God “has 

mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.”  

So now here’s the new objection in verse 19.  
19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?”   

In other words, how can God hold us responsible if he is sovereign over us?1 Who can resist God’s will? 

That’s the question that Paul asks through this imaginary interlocutor, but I can imagine that this was not a just 

a hypothetical question. I’m sure that Paul actually had to answer this objection repeatedly throughout his 

ministry as he explained the doctrine of God’s sovereignty and election to people.  
And now Paul gives the most pointed answer in the whole Book of Romans.  

20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God?  

Whoa! That’s pretty intense. This is Paul saying, “Watch it now! Be careful who you are dealing 

with.” This is Paul singing, “Mr. Big Stuff. Who do you think you are?” “Who are you to answer back to 

God?” 
Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the 
same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 

 Now I don’t believe that these are the honest questions of someone seeking God on these matters. I 

don’t think this is a believer who is exploring the mysteries of God’s sovereignty and human responsibility. I 

think Paul would welcome that exploration. This is instead an accusing voice. This is the voice of a skeptic 

saying, “Not fair! If we can’t resist God’s will, how can God hold us responsible?”  

By the way, when Paul says, “who are you, O man, to answer back to God?” The Greek word for 

“answer back” here is the word ἀνταποκρίνομαι, and it indicates an improper contentiousness.2 That Greek 

word has the connotation of “reproach” or “criticize back.”3 So Paul is saying essentially, “Who are you, O man, 

to criticize or reproach God?”  Paul is dealing here with the voice of a malcontent telling God, “How dare you! 

What gives you the right?”  

And Paul says, “Careful now!” Paul says, “Watch it now. Who are you,4 O man, to answer back to 

God! Created things don’t talk back to the Creator. Created things don’t question their Maker.”     

Warren Wiersbe tells the story about a man who he tried to witness to in Chicago that had this kind of 

attitude towards God. Wiersbe says he was passing out tracks and “most of the people graciously accepted the 

tracts, but one man took the tract and with a snarl crumpled it up and threw it in the gutter. The name of 

the tract was ‘Four Things God Wants You to Know.’ ‘There are a few things I would like God to know!’ 

the man said. ‘Why is there so much sorrow and tragedy in this world? Why do the innocent suffer while 

the rich go free? Bah! Don’t tell me there’s a God! If there is, then God is the biggest sinner that ever 

lived!’ And he turned away with a sneer and was lost in the crowd.” That is the kind of person that Paul 

                                                 
1 Douglas J. Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, NICOT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996), 601. “Paul never offers—here or anywhere else—a “logical” solution to the tension between divine 

sovereignty and human responsibility that he creates. That he affirms the latter is, of course, clear; and we must never forget that Paul will go on in 9:30–10:21 to attribute the Jews’ 

condemnation to their own willful failure to believe. Paul is content to hold the truths of God’s absolute sovereignty—in both election and in hardening—and of full human responsibility 

without reconciling them. We would do well to emulate his approach.” 
2 James D. G. Dunn, Romans 9–16, vol. 38B, WBC (Dallas: Word, Incorporated, 1988), 556: “ἀνταποκρίνομαι occurs infrequently (in the LXX only Judg 5:29[A]; Job 16:8; 32:12; in the NT 

elsewhere only Luke 14:6), but Paul obviously chooses the double compound form to strengthen the implication that the reply is unwarranted, improperly contentious.” 
3 Or “criticize in return.” See James Swanson, “502 ἀνταπόδοσις (antapodosis) #2”, Dictionary of Biblical Languages with Semantic Domains: Greek (New Testament) (Oak Harbor: Logos 

Research Systems, Inc., 1997).  
4 The Greek σύ [you, singular] in this sentence is emphatic. The pronoun is not needed in this statement since it is included in the conjugation of the verb. But it is added (and positioned) 

expressly for emphasis. See Moo, Romans, NICOT, 601n69. 



speaks to in Romans 9, “Who are you, O man, to answer back to God?” Paul is not talking to an honest, 

respectful inquirer. He’s talking to a cynic and a mocker. He’s talking to a reviler.   

 R. Kent Hughes says this in his commentary on Romans: “Tiny man—whose life is just a breath, 

whose history proves over and over that despite all his learning and technological triumphs he repeatedly 

makes colossal errors and falls into unspeakable barbarisms—this puny man stands before the God who 

knows the end from the beginning, who has never learned anything because he knows everything, who is 

the perfection of wisdom and love—and talks back to him. How absurd!”5 
  And Paul’s point in all of this is that God is free. God is free as humanity’s Maker to choose and save 

whomever he wills. God is free to take from the same lump of sinful clay and form one vessel for honorable use 

and another for dishonorable use.  

Now I’ll be honest, I have sometimes been the clay pot that talks back to the potter. I have! I have, 

at times, insolently questioned God’s purposes in our world. It’s only by God’s grace that he didn’t call 

down fireballs from heaven and obliterate me. And I’ve asked myself many times, “Is it okay to ask God 

why he does the things that he does?” And I think the answer is “Yes.” It’s okay, if we do it with the right 

attitude.” In other words if we do it as honest and worshipful inquiry, cognizant of the fact that we might 

not be able to understand with our tiny minds God’s infinite purposes in this world.  

Like I said, I’ve had my “What gives you the right?” moments with the LORD! I’m not proud of that. I 

just want to be honest about it. But I’ve also had my moments where I have poured out my heart to God 

and said, “Lord, I don’t understand election. I don’t understand why some people are saved and others 

aren’t. Help me understand your sovereign purpose in that.”6 And those matters still remain a mystery to 

me.  

But in both cases, I’ve had to get to the place where I say as the creature to the Creator, “Lord, I 

know you, I trust you. I’m the clay. You are the potter. You are free to do as you please.7 I’m going to 

trust you with this truth and not overstep my bounds as your created being.” Because God is free to 

choose and save whomever he wills.8 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now look at verse 22 with me. This is the closest that Paul gets in this passage to explaining God’s 

sovereign purposes in election. Paul says,  
22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power… 

Think Pharaoh in the OT. Think the priests of Baal before Elijah in the OT. Think Noah and the flood. 

Think Sodom and Gomorrah.   
22 What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared 
for destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory—  

In other words, what Paul is saying here is that God could have destroyed all of humanity 

instantaneously. God could have sent Adam and Eve to hell directly after the Garden of Eden, and that would 

have been the end! God could have destroyed the entire world including Noah and his family with the flood. 

God could have sent the OT Israelites to hell along with everyone else and not sent Jesus to save them.  

But God in his mercy has put up with human sinfulness for thousands of years in order that some might 

be saved. God has tolerated and endured with patience vessels of wrath so that he might make known the riches 

of his glory for vessels of mercy. It’s God’s kindness that leads to repentance. It’s God’s patience even that led 

to vessels of wrath becoming vessels of mercy. 

And to that you might say, “Do you have an example of that, Pastor Tony?” “Can you give me an 

instance of where this took place?” Yes, I can. Paul gives it to us in verse 24!  
24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?  

                                                 
5 R. Kent Hughes, Romans: Righteousness from Heaven, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1991), 178. 
6 Martin Luther preached boldly the doctrine of election and believed it. But he would still say, “What an unquenchable fire it is, whenever a person begins to debate [about predestination]! 

And the more one debates about it, the more one despairs… I believe in Jesus Christ—what does it matter to me if I’m predestined or not?” See Philip D. W. Krey et al., eds., Romans 9–16: 

New Testament, vol. VIII, Reformation Commentary on Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2016), 43. 
7 Alan F. Johnson Romans, Everyday Bible Commentary (Chicago: Moody, 2018) 179-80: “But someone may object: ‘we are not pots and we will ask questions!’ But Paul’s reply rejects this 

kind of question because it presupposes human centrality and to try to answer it would lower God to human reasoning and try to justify God theoretically. Rather Paul affirms the centrality of 

God and will not lower God’s actions to fit human reasoning. His response demands that first of all God be acknowledged as God (Rom 1:21).”  
8 Christopher Ash, Teaching Romans: Unlocking Romans 9–16 for the Bible Teacher, ed. David Jackman and Robin Sydserff, vol. 2, Teach the Bible (Ross-shire, Scotland; London: 

Proclamation Trust Media; Christian Focus Publications, 2009), 75: ““The central point of [Romans 9:6-29] is that God makes Christians. No Bible knowledge, religious privilege, race, church 

membership, outward mark of belonging, or Christian family, can guarantee a man or a woman a place in the people of God. Only God does it. He does it by his initiative of promise and 

choice. He does it by showing mercy and compassion to those who do not deserve it. And even when he hardens some, he does it with the aim that his reputation, his glory and grace, his power 

as Redeemer, will overflow to improbable others to the ends of the earth.” 



 In other words, the best example of vessels of wrath becoming vessels of mercy is what God has done 

with the church. It’s God, in the fullness of time, sending his son Jesus Christ, and calling Jews and Gentiles 

both to salvation.  

I know this is hard for us to grasp as Westerners, but the point of Romans 9 is that if God was fair with 

us, then none of us would be saved. The point of Romans 9 is that none of us deserve mercy.9 God is free to do 

whatever he wants. And if God was just without mercy, all of us would be lost.10 But because God is both just 

and merciful, he has patiently made a way for some of us to be saved… even some of us Gentiles.  

Go ahead and write this down as a second point from our message. God is free to choose and save 

whomever he wills. And secondly…  

I love how Paul says “us” in verse 24 [Greek ἡμᾶς].  
24 even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?  

That just makes me so happy! I love how Paul puts himself and me in the same category. We are the 

“us” in that verse! The church! The Christians throughout the world and throughout time. And we are gathered 

from both Jews and Gentiles. I love that!  

And we are “called” [Greek καλέω], says Paul. Paul knows that he didn’t get saved because he was so 

much more brilliant than all the other Jews in his day. Paul knows that he got saved because when he was on the 

road to Damascus, on his way to kill Christians, God said, “uh-uh, you are done with that! You are going to 

work for me now!” And he called Paul. Did God have to do that? No. Could God have saved Herod instead 

of Paul? Yes, he could have. Could we be reading right now the Letter of Herod Agrippa to the Romans 

instead of the Letter from Paul to the Romans? Absolutely! Could Herod have gotten saved, and Paul 

been put to death and eaten by worms? Absolutely.11     

And Paul’s point in this is that God patiently endured the sinfulness of vessels of wrath in order to draw 

to himself vessels of mercy. Don’t you think that Paul was glad that God didn’t bring this world to an end on 

the day that he traveled to Damascus? Don’t you think Paul was glad that God was patient with him?  

And by the way, that holds true today. How many of you are glad that God is patiently holding 

back his wrath even now? I am! I’ve got people that I still want to see saved. So I’m thankful even now 

that God is enduring with much patience vessels of wrath. I’m glad that God didn’t decide to pour out his 

wrath in 1983. That would have been bad timing for me. Some of you are glad that God didn’t pour out 

his wrath in 1975 or 1995 or 2015. Aren’t you now? Anyone thankful for that this morning? That would 

have been bad timing for you. Because some of you were still unsaved at that point and an object of 

God’s wrath not an object of his mercy.  
And for the record, I don’t know the timing of God’s final judgment. I don’t know the timing of Christ’s 

return. Jesus said no one knows the timing of his return. If I told you I knew when that would happen, then you 

shouldn’t listen to another word I said. Because Jesus said no one knows the day or the hour of his return (Matt 

24:36).  

But I know this. That every day that God delays bringing his judgement on his people, every day that 

God tarries is a show of mercy. And it’s another day for us to share the truth of the gospel and see people move 

from a vessel of wrath to a vessel of mercy.  

And by the way two, there are only two categories that Paul gives us here. There are only two categories 

throughout the Bible. There are vessels of wrath and vessels of mercy. You might say, “I’m a third vessel, 

Pastor Tony. I’m a hidden vessel.” Uh no. There are no third vessels. There is no third option. There are 

believers and unbelievers, vessels of wrath and vessels of mercy. And all of us deserve to be vessels of wrath. 

All of us deserve judgement. But in God’s mercy and in his patience, he allows some to move from vessels 

                                                 
9 In his sermon “How God Makes Known the Riches of His Glory to the Vessels of Mercy,” preached 02.16.03, John Piper says, “One of the reasons I don’t shrink from the vision of God in 

Romans 9 is because after almost thirty years now of teaching and preaching from the conviction of God’s supremacy and sovereignty in all things, I believe that it is not only biblically faithful, 

but also profoundly practical and faith-sustaining and life-giving.” 

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/how-god-makes-known-the-riches-of-his-glory-to-the-vessels-of-mercy  
10 F. F. Bruce, Romans: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 6, TNTC (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1985), 191: “In point of fact, as appears with blessed clarity later in Paul’s 

argument, God’s grace is far wider than anyone could have dared to hope; but just because it is grace, no-one is entitled to it, and no-one can demand that God should give an account of the 

reasons for which he bestows his grace, or that he should bestow it otherwise than in fact he does. Grace in its sovereignty may impose conditions, but it cannot be made subject to them.” 
11 I’m indebted to Tommy Nelson for this observation. See Session 1, “Israel's Rejection of God” in Romans - The Letter that Changed the World, Vol. 2 at the Rightnow Media website: 
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/137?episode=1  

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/how-god-makes-known-the-riches-of-his-glory-to-the-vessels-of-mercy
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/137?episode=1


of wrath to vessels of mercy.12And maybe someone today needs to make that transition? Maybe someone 

today needs to receive the free gift of salvation that Jesus offers, and move from vessel of wrath to vessel 

of mercy.    
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now let’s look together at verse 25. Whenever Paul wants to really clinch an argument… whenever 

Paul wants to seal the deal on something that he is arguing, what does he do? He quotes the OT. And so that’s 

what Paul does in verse 25. He quotes the OT. And that’s not a new tactic for Paul. He quotes or alludes to the 

OT something like 189 times in the book of Romans.13 And what Paul shows us in verses 25-29 is that God’s 

patience with vessels of wrath has allowed the pagan Gentiles like you and me to become vessels of mercy. And 

God’s patience in this matter was actually prophesied 700 years before Christ by the prophet Hosea. 

Paul says in verse 25,  
25 As indeed he says in Hosea, “Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’ and her who was not beloved I will call 
‘beloved.’”  

Now Hosea the prophet had a son through his wife Gomer. But Gomer was an unfaithful wife. So 

there’s a good chance that this son was not actually Hosea’s son. He was “lo-ammi” in Hebrew which means 

“not my people.” The child was a child of Gomer’s adultery. But Hosea restored Gomer as his wife. And Hosea 

adopted her son who was not his biological son. He took “lo-ammi” and made him “ammi.” And he took a son 

that he didn’t have to love (“Lo-ruhamah” – “not my beloved; not the object of my affection”) and didn’t 

belong to him, and said, “He is my beloved.”14 

And what Paul is saying here is that we as Gentiles are likewise “lo-ammi.” We are not ethnically God’s 

people. But God in his mercy is making “not my people” his people. He is taking those who are not beloved and 

making them his beloved. God doesn’t have to do this. God is not obligated to do this. But in his mercy, he does 

it. And this is reinforced in verse 26.     
26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’ ”  

Now the Israelites were often referred to as the children of God. Hosea 11:1 says, “out of Egypt, I called 

my son.” But Hosea also says in 1:10, “In the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ it shall 

be said to them, ‘Children of the living God.’” In other words, God takes losers… God takes outsiders…God 

takes sinners… and he makes them his children.  

I think all Gentile people like us have to come to terms with this. Why should we be saved? Why was 

God gracious to us? The whole plan of salvation in the OT revolved around Jewish people and the Jewish 

nation. Some people were saved outside of the Jewish nation, people like Ruth and Rahab and Uriah the Hittite. 

But they were saved by being brought into the Jewish people. And that continued right up to the days of Jesus.  

Jesus was Jewish. All of Jesus’s disciples were Jewish. Most of Jesus’s converts were Jewish. Whenever 

someone outside of the Jewish fold got saved like the Syrophoenician woman or the Centurion who showed 

great faith in Jesus (Matt 8:5-13), it was a shocking anomaly. Even the Magi from the East who came to see 

Jesus when he was born, their role in the birth of Jesus is shocking. Why would pagan Gentiles come and 

worship the Jewish Messiah? The Jews in Matthew’s day would have been scandalized by that!  

Still the first converts to Christianity were predominantly Jewish. The men and women at Pentecost 

were Jewish. Peter and Paul and most of the evangelists in the Book of Acts were Jewish. All the writers of 

Scripture, except maybe Luke, were Jewish. So why should we, pagan Gentiles that we are in Decatur, 

Illinois, be welcomed into the Kingdom of God as the children of God? Why?  
The question isn’t “Why doesn’t God allow everyone to be saved?” The question is, “Why does God 

allow any of us to be saved?”15 And the answer is that God is merciful. God is patiently holding back his wrath, 

his wrath that we rightly deserve, in order to show mercy to some. 

And here’s the third point for our message today.           

                                                 
12 Christopher Ash, Teaching Romans, 76: ““There is no doctrine so deeply humbling to human pride as the doctrine of God’s sovereign election and mercy, that my inclusion in the people of 

God owes nothing to my birth, my desires, my actions, my merit, my knowledge, or my connections. It comes simply and entirely from the unconstrained decision of God in his love for me in 

Christ. I am ‘a debtor to mercy alone.” 
13 Data based upon the Logos research interactive tool called “The New Testament Use of the Old Testament” by Rick Brannan and Jeffrey Glen Jackson (Bellingham, WA: Faithlife, 2015). 

According to that tool there are 91 Allusions, 67 Citations, 24 Echoes, and 7 Quotations of the OT in the book of Romans. For an explanation of these terms, see the “About” tab in the 

interactive and the definitions by Rick Brannan and Jeffrey Glen Jackson. 
14 F. F. Bruce, Romans, TNTC, 195. 
15 Tim Keller, Romans 8-16 For You (The Good Book Company, 2015), 65: “The shock is not that God does not extends his compassion to everyone, but that he extends it to anyone.”  



Jesus said what now? Remember what he said? “I have other sheep that are not of this fold” (10:16). “I 

am the good shepherd” (10:14), said Jesus. “I am the good shepherd” and “the good shepherd lays down his life 

for the sheep” (10:11). And Jesus said, “I have other sheep not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 

listen to my voice” (10:16). 

And with reference to the original fold, the Jewish people, Paul says this. Paul doesn’t just quote from 

Hosea. He also quotes from that other great prophet of the OT, Isaiah. And it’s kind of a sad quote. Look at 

verse 27.  
27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of  them 
will be saved, 28 for the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.” 29 And as Isaiah predicted, “If the Lord 
of hosts had not left us offspring, we would have been like Sodom and become like Gomorrah.”  

Like I said, this is kind of a sad quote. I hate to close this message on a sad note, because it’s been a 

great day of worship, and we’ve had a baby dedication. And it’s been great to worship with all of you this 

morning. But nevertheless, this last statement is kind of sad. What Paul is saying here is that only a fraction of 

the Israelites will be saved. God will only preserve a remnant. That was true in the OT, when Isaiah’s prophecy 

was first fulfilled. When God preserved only a remnant from the Assyrian Captivity in 722 BC and then only a 

remnant from the Babylonian captivity in 586 BC.  

Paul is answering two great objections to the gospel here. Paul is answering two great critiques of God’s 

work of salvation. Here are the objections. 1) Why are so many Gentiles allowed to be saved? 2) And why are 

so few Jews entering the Kingdom? Why are so many Gentiles allowed to be saved? Because God wants it that 

way. And God even foreshadowed that reality in the OT. Jesus has other sheep not of this fold. That’s the 

answer to the first question.  

The answer to the second question is kind of sad. Why are so few Jews saved? You might even ask me 

that question. “Why are so few Jews, saved followers of Jesus, Pastor Tony? If Jesus is Jewish, and you 

keep saying that he is. If he was the Jewish Messiah. If all the Scripture-writers are Jewish like you say, 

and all the disciples, and all the early converts, etc., etc., why are so few Jews saved in our day? Why is 

the modern-day nation of Israel so secular and in many ways hostile to Christianity? Why is our church 

full of Gentiles? And why are there so few Jews in America who come to embrace Christ?” The answer is 

kind of sad. The answer is that God predicted it that way in the OT. Isaiah spoke of this.  

And that’s why Jesus wept at the gates of Jerusalem and said, “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills 

the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a 

hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!” (23:37). And that’s why Paul said too at the 

beginning of Romans 9, “I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself 

were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, my kinsmen according to the flesh” (9:2-3). 

But still, what Paul says here is key. Here’s the hope. God still has a remnant. Look at verse 27 again,  
27 And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of  them 
will be saved, 

God still has a believing remnant of Jewish believers. Even today! And I believe that remnant will grow 

as we approach Christ’s return. Stay tuned for more on that in Romans 11. Even today, God has his remnant! 

And what’s the parallel for us in America today? You might say, “Pastor Tony, do you know how 

wretched this world is? Do you know how profane our country has become?” Yes. And God still has his 

remnant. “Pastor Tony do you know how bad things are getting in our world? Do you know how hard it is to 

be a Christian?” Yes, but God still has his remnant. It may get even harder to be a Christian in the years 

to come! But God will still have his remnant, his faithful few, those who will not cower before the world 

or jettison the faith.     

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I’ll close with this. I know this is a heavy message, so let me close on a lighter note… a note of hope 

and inspiration. Tonight at around 7pm, my favorite left-handed pitcher, Clayton Kershaw, takes the 

mound for the Los Angeles Dodgers in order to win the World Series. Left-handed pitchers, by the way, 

are always better than right-handed pitchers. It’s just a baseball fact. 

And if you know anything about Clayton Kershaw, you know that he’s had an amazing baseball 

career, but he’s never won the big one. He’s never closed the deal. He’s never won the World Series. And 

he has a chance to do that tonight. So I’ll be rooting for him tonight.  



But the reason that Clayton Kershaw is my favorite pitcher is not because he’s left-handed. And 

it’s not because he plays for the Los Angeles Dodgers. To be quite honest, I don’t like the Dodgers. The 

reason he’s my favorite pitcher is because he said this, “[My faith in Christ] is the foundation of 

everything, so I think success, failure, being injured, being healthy, different things, it can kind of be a 

roller coaster if you don't have that foundation. I think having Christ at the center, and then realizing 

that baseball is just a game, and then realizing that you didn't do anything to deserve the ability to throw 

a baseball. It was just a complete gift. Nothing I did to deserve that. It was just from God.”16  

 Look I don’t know who God has elected in this world. I don’t need to know. I don’t know how 

God’s work of election actually works in this world and combines with human responsibility. I kind of 

feel like what Millard Erickson says about the Trinity, “Try to explain it, and you’ll lose your mind; 

But try to deny it, and you’ll lose your soul.”17 I don’t know how God’s work of election works. All I 

know is what Clayton Kershaw says here. Christ Jesus is the foundation of everything in my life. I don’t 

find my identity in sports. I don’t find my identity in being a pastor. I don’t find my identity in being a 

good person, because I know that there is wickedness hidden deep in my heart. I find my identity in 

Christ Jesus. I have put my faith in him, lowly Gentile though I am. He is my Great Shepherd. He is my 

Savior. How about you, church? How about you? Is Christ your Great Shepherd?   

  
      

 
 

 

 

                                                 
16 See the “Think Biblically” podcast with Brandon Cash and Scott Rae, 04-15-19: https://www.biola.edu/blogs/think-biblically/2019/clayton-kershaw  
17 Millard J. Erickson, Christian Theology, 3rd ed. (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2013), 313. 

https://www.biola.edu/blogs/think-biblically/2019/clayton-kershaw

