
Questions for further application of God’s Word: 
 

GO DEEPER 
Read the two questions in Romans 9:19. How does Paul respond to this line of 
questioning in verse 20? Do you think this is the honest questioning of a sincere 
seeker? Or is this the cynical questioning of a scoffer? Is it okay for us to ask God 
questions like these? What must we conclude with difficult questions that we 
can’t answer?  
 
Paul says there are vessels of wrath and vessels of mercy (9:22-23). Is there a 
third category? Do we start out as vessels of wrath or vessels of mercy? How 
might God use vessels of wrath (e.g. Pharaoh) to show his power to vessels of 
mercy? Are you a vessel of God’s wrath or a vessel of his mercy? How do you 
know?  
 
GET PERSONAL 
Paul once again speaks of believers as “sons of the living God” (9:26). Are you 
comfortable referring to yourself as one of the sons of God? Is that a designation 
that should produce pride in you as a believer? What about self-confidence? 
What about assurance? When you read Romans 9:26 from beginning to end, 
what does that passage produce in you? Gratitude? Humility? Love for God?   
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
So much of Romans 9 has to do with God’s sovereignty and election. Some of 
the greatest evangelists in human history also staunchly held to the doctrine of 
election (e.g. George Whitefield, John Huss, C.H. Spurgeon, William Carey, 
William Tyndale, and John Newton). A biblical understanding of this doctrine 
shouldn’t impede your testimony for Christ in the least. Does it, though? Are you 
apathetic about evangelism because of your understanding of election? Are you 
apathetic about election because of your understanding about evangelism?  
  
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
John Piper said once that “The effort to rescue God from his sovereignty by 
denying his foreknowledge of sin or by denying his ultimate control over sin is 
destructive for faith and hope and worship.” Do you agree or disagree with this 
statement? Why might we be tempted to “rescue God from his sovereignty”? 
What problems arise theologically if we deny God’s sovereignty and specifically 
God’s election of believers?  

 


