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Wholly Transformed  | “Our Sovereign God” |  Romans 9:6-18
 

  
 
 
1) God’s sovereignty is confirmed in his ______________________ 

(9:6-9) 
 
 
 
 
 

2) God’s sovereignty is confirmed in his ______________________ 
(9:10-13) 

 
 
 
 

 
3) God’s sovereignty is confirmed in his show of _______________ 

(9:14-18) 
 
 
 
 
 
THREE APPLICATIONAL RESPONSES TO ROMANS 9:6-18: 
 

1. 
 
2. 
 
3. 

GO DEEPER 
What does Paul mean in Romans 9:6 when he says, “Not all who are descended 
from Israel belong to Israel”? Were all ethnic Israelites in the OT saved? If all the 
ethnic Israelites weren’t saved, does that mean that God’s word (i.e. his 
promises) failed? 
 
Why did God choose Isaac and not Ishmael? Why did God choose Jacob and not 
Esau? Was it because Jacob had some good in him, whereas Esau had none? 
Was it because God knew that Jacob would eventually respond in faith, whereas 
Esau would not? Why did God choose you for salvation?  
 
It has been said that as we approach the gates of eternity, we read “Whosever 
shall enter.” But after we pass through the gates and look back we read, 
“Chosen from before the foundation of the world.” Is this an accurate summary 
of what Paul communicates in the book of Romans?      
 
What does this passage teach about God’s sovereignty and the doctrine of 
election? Does the concept of election bring you comfort and assurance? Why 
or why not? What about your identity as a chosen child of God?    
 
GET PERSONAL 
People often struggle with the doctrine of election. Why doesn’t God choose to 
save everyone? How would you respond to someone who says, “God is not fair 
to human beings, because he allows some to be saved and others to be 
condemned”? Read the following article at the TGC website to help you address 
common objections to the doctrine of election: 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/3-objections-to-the-doctrine-of-
election/ 
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
We should respond both vertically and horizontally to the truths of Romans 9. 
Vertically, we should worship and thank God for saving our souls, because he 
didn’t have to do that. Horizontally we should preach the gospel to others, 
because that’s what God told us to do (and we don’t know who is elect and who 
isn’t). How might you respond to the truth of Romans 9 this week both vertically 
and horizontally? Avoid generalities by being as specific as possible.   
 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
Does God’s sovereign election destroy human responsibility? Why or why not? Read the 
following article on Romans 9 by Justin Dillehay to help you answer this question: 
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/romans-9-anticipates-objections-
unconditional-election/ 
Also watch the video by Pastor Tony on “God’s Sovereignty and Human Responsibility”: 
https://app.vidgrid.com/view/EM2fkRxQJloZ  
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