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Romans 10:14-21 

 

Introduction: Amen. Church you may be seated. And as you are being seated, go ahead and take 

your Bibles with me and turn to the Book of Romans, chapter 10. The passage today is a little complex. 

But the essence of this passage, its overall message, is really pretty simple. I want to walk you through 

some of Paul’s complex arguments. But in doing that, I want us to keep at our side the overall message of 

this text---never losing sight of that overall message. I want it to be like a map for you that has the 

destination in mind, even as you trek through the thick forests and the difficult terrain of Paul’s 

argumentation. 

Here’s the overall message for you, Harvest Decatur. Here’s the map. “God wants to use you---

God wants to use us to deliver the best news out there to the world.” There’s a lot of bad news right now 

in our world. Isn’t that true? Some people like what happened in the election; some people hate it. 

Everyone’s fighting over it. COVID-19 is turning into like the villain in a horror movie. You think it’s 

dead, but it keeps rearing its ugly head over and over again. There’s bad news about China right now. 

Bad news about Europe. Bad news in Africa. Bad news everywhere. The world could use some good news, 

people. And God has given us as Christians the best news. God wants to use us to deliver the best news 

out there to a world that desperately needs to hear it.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

So let’s talk about “Good News,” Harvest Decatur. I’ve entitled the message today, “Get the 

Message Out.” And you can write this down as #1 in your notes.  

Now last week we saw Paul’s great summation of the gospel. It’s one of the best single-sentence 

statements of the gospel in the entire Bible. “If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (10:9). Paul says, it’s right on your mouth. It’s 

right in your heart. It’s near you. You don’t have to ascend into heaven to get saved. You don’t have to descend 

into the abyss to get saved. It’s right here for the taking. It’s right on the tip of your tongue and on the tip of 

your heart. Because… look at verse 13, “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”      

 Now Paul says in verse 14, as a follow up to that verse,  
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 

Yes, “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” But you can’t call without believing. 

Your heart and your tongue have to work in concert. It’s not just lip-service. We are not puppets. The mouth 

expresses what’s found in the heart. So… 
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? Now Paul goes a step further.  
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  

That’s a good question. You can’t call on someone you don’t know about. You can’t believe in someone 

you’ve never heard of. Look at the next question. 
And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 

Now about this time you should realize that Paul isn’t talking about salvation anymore. Not directly. 

He’s talking about evangelism. He’s not talking to people who aren’t saved and who need to get saved. He’s 

talking to people like you and me who are already saved and who need to get to work preaching the 

gospel.1  

                                                 
1 It is fascinating that the strongest statements about God’s sovereignty in Romans 9 are followed by these amazing statements concerning gospel proclamation in 

Romans 10. Obviously a strong commitment to God’s sovereignty shouldn’t in any way diminish a person’s zeal for evangelism. The classic misunderstanding of this is 

found in the words of John C. Ryland to the Baptist missionary William Carey. He said, “When God pleases to convert the heathen, he will do it without you aid or 
mine.” Quoted in Jack Kuhatschek, Romans: Becoming New in Christ, LifeGuide Bible Studies (Downers Grove: IVP, 2000), 53. This is part of a bigger issue 

regarding the intersection of divine sovereignty and human responsibility. Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, 2nd Edition, BECT (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2018), 562 says it 



And let me clarify something here. When I say “preach the gospel,” I don’t mean “preach” like this---

from a pulpit. Yes, God wants the gospel preached from this pulpit. If it wasn’t preached from this pulpit, then 

we’ve got a problem here at church. It needs to be preached here. But it can’t be only preached here. And 

maybe the word “preach” is doing you a disservice in that way.  

I said already in point #1, “God wants his message proclaimed.” “Proclaimed” is a better word. It’s 

more universal. We all take part in that. The Greek word for preach here in verse 14 is the word κηρύσσω. That 

word means “to announce, make known, proclaim.”2 That is not just a Pastor Tony thing. That is a Harvest 

Decatur thing. That is our shared task before the world.3  
[for] how are they to hear without someone preaching?  

I have two pastor friends in Illinois who both grew up in non-Christian households. And they both 

told me that they grew up without hearing the gospel at all. Their entire childhood, they didn’t hear the 

gospel one time!  

Now later in life, they did hear the gospel and got saved. But I remember being shocked, 

absolutely shocked, by their testimony. How could you grow up in America and not hear the gospel? 

That’s crazy! That wasn’t my experience. I heard the gospel every week at my church, and then 

throughout the week I heard it some more from my parents and my teachers and on Christian radio.  

But here’s the point. I can’t expect everyone in this world to have the same experience that I had 

as a kid. I’ve come to realize, that my childhood and upbringing were rare, especially now. And some of 

the experiences of your children are not going to be the experiences of other children who don’t have 

Harvest Decatur VBS T-shirts in their closet at home. So we’ve got to get the message out. God wants his 

message proclaimed. And how are they to hear without someone sharing the gospel, proclaiming the gospel, 

testifying about the gospel?  

Listen, let me ask you a tough question right now, Harvest Decatur. Would those who know you 

outside of this church know more about your political affiliations then they would your affiliation to 

Jesus Christ? Would those who read your social media posts say, “O yeah, that lady’s a Republican, that 

guy’s a Democrat! For sure. But I don’t know if they’re a Christian or not. They never talk about it.” Would 

people who work with you say something like that? 

Here’s a tough one for you. Would people in your office space or in your neighborhood know 

more about which professional teams you root for than whether or not you believe in Jesus Christ?4 “O 

yeah, that family cheers for the Bears.” Or “They cheer for the Colts. But I don’t know if they’re Christians. 

They don’t talk about it.” Listen, here’s Paul’s point. How are unbelievers going to hear the gospel without 

someone talking to them about it?  

You might say, “Well God can send an angel to them.” Okay, yeah, but that’s not how God wants to 

do it. Even in the Book of Acts, where these crazy supernatural things happen all over the place, people 

get saved really simply.5 People get saved because other people say “Trust in Christ as your Savior.” Even 

Paul, who encountered the risen Jesus on the Road to Damascus---Even Paul was evangelized by a man 

named Ananias who shared Christ with him and baptized him (cf. Acts 9:1-19).6  

Now look at verse 15 with me. Paul takes this a few steps further.7 
15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
best when he says, “The resolution of the tension between divine sovereignty and human freedom lies beyond our present rational capacities. This does not mean that 

Paul [in Romans 9-10] is irrational. It simply means that some truths are suprarational.”   
2 κηρύσσω G3062 (kēryssō), Moisés Silva, ed., NIDNTTE (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2014), 674. 
3 Timothy Keller, Romans 8-16 For You (The Good Book Company, 2019), 81 calls Christians “heralds” or “living newspapers.” “Heralds were a major means of 

transmitting news by making announcements in the marketplace and city streets. So the word ‘preach’ does not refer only to what today are called ‘sermons.’ Heralds 
operated in the streets.” 
4 Keller, Romans 8-16 For You, 84: “We must ensure that, wherever it is that God has placed us, no one around us can say they have not heard or understood [what we 

believe].” 
5 John Calvin says, “the gospel does not fall by chance like rain from the clouds; rather it is delivered by human hands to wherever it is sent by God.” Quoted in Philip 

D. W. Krey et al., eds., Romans 9–16: New Testament, vol. VIII, RCOS (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2016), 78. 
6 Granted this is more of an inference based on the Acts 9 text (see especially 9:17). But it’s instructive that Jesus didn’t just tell Paul (Saul) to believe in him 
immediately on the Road to Damascus. Instead he used a witness, Ananias. He used an intermediary for gospel ministry, and then Paul became a powerful intermediary 

for the Gentile people (cf. Acts 9:15; Gal 1:15-16; Rom 11:13).  
7 John R. W. Stott, The Message of Romans: God’s Good News for the World, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 286: “The essence 
of Paul’s argument [in 10:15-16] is seen if we put his six verbs in the opposite order: Christ sends heralds; heralds preach; people hear; hearers believe; believers call; 

and those who call are saved.” 



The Greek word for “sent” here is the word ἀποστέλλω. That word means “to send out.” The word 

“apostle” is derived from this word ἀποστέλλω. An “apostle” is a “sent one.” In Latin the word group for 

“apostle” or ἀποστέλλω” is “missio” which is where we derive our English word “mission” or “missionary.” A 

missionary, very simply, is a “sent one.” It’s a person on a mission. And in the Christian vocabulary, that 

mission is expressly gospel-centered. And in the local church, we should have both local “sent ones” and global 

“sent ones.”8 

 The church in Antioch preached the gospel to Antioch, but they also sent out Paul and Barnabas to 

preach the gospel cross-culturally (Acts 13:1-3).9 I think some churches fall into traps with this. They ask, “Are 

we a missionary-sending church, or are we a witnessing local church?” Why do we have to choose between 

those? We are all “sent ones.” If we have the gospel, why not get it out to as many people as we can both locally 

and globally? If the feet of those who preach good news are truly “beautiful,” why not have as many feet as 

possible getting that good-news out? Right?  

“What are you trying to say here, Tony? Sum it up for me.” Here’s what I’m trying to say. God wants 

his message proclaimed. God wants us to get the message out. “Why? Why, Pastor Tony? Because God is a 

mean God? Because God is an exacting God?” No! Because, “O how beautiful are the feet of those who bring 

good news!” God wants to make your feet beautiful to another person. I want to have beautiful feet. Only 

God can make these size-13 feet of mine beautiful!10 And he does that by using these feet to get the 

message of the gospel out to those who need to hear it.   
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Go ahead and write this down as #2. Point #1 is the good news about the good news. Now let me 

give you some bad news about the good news. Or at least something that might discourage you…  

, but also… 

I wish this wasn’t the case, but it is. Many people will reject the greatest message in the world, the good 

news about Jesus Christ. I wish sharing the gospel was like picking blueberries in Michigan in summertime. 

I wish sharing the gospel and leading people to Christ was like shooting fish in a barrel. But it’s not. And 

thankfully, God told us this ahead of time. Look at verse 16. 
16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel.  

In other words, “not everyone sees how beautiful it is that you are bringing the gospel to them.” Not 

everyone sees that as beautiful, and not everyone is going to obey, or receive, or believe the gospel.  

And Paul says, “This shouldn’t surprise us.” Paul says, “The OT prophesied as much.” 
For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word 
of Christ. 

So faith comes from hearing the word about Christ. But not everyone who hears the word about Christ 

believes the word about Christ. That’s the key. And this was true even in the OT era. Isaiah said the same thing 

700 years before Christ. Isaiah had a tough message that almost everyone in his day rejected. So should we be 

surprised when our message is rejected? No.  

And by the way, here’s a great word of encouragement from a Spanish Protestant Reformer named Juan 

de Valdés. I was really encouraged by this guy this week. If you know anything about Spain, and if you know 

anything about the Protestant Reformation, you know that Spanish Protestant Reformers are pretty rare.11 And I 

can imagine that Valdés shared the gospel with a lot of Spaniards who refused to obey the gospel. I’m sure 

Valdés felt like Paul did when he shared the gospel with Jews in his day. And yet Valdés says, “The feet of 

those who preach the gospel do not cease to be beautiful, because not everyone believes what is preached 

                                                 
8 Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 549: “Dr. E. Meyers Harrison, veteran missionary and professor of 

missions, says that there are four reasons why the church must send out missionaries: (1) the command from above—“go ye into all the world” (Mark 16:15); (2) the cry 

from beneath—“send him to my father’s house” (Luke 16:27); (3) the call from without—“come over and help us” (Acts 16:9); and (4) the constraint from within—“the 
love of Christ constraineth us” (2 Cor. 5:14).” 
9 Augustine’s comments on the missionary work of the church are instructive, even as early as the 4th Century: “Therefore, the church must necessarily be found among 

the nations where it does not yet exist, but it does not necessarily follow that all who live there will believe. The promise was to all nations but not to all men of all 
nations, for not all have faith.”  Quoted in Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), ACCOS (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998), 269. 
10 Origen’s comments on this verse are (unintentionally) hilarious: “The beauty of the preacher’s feet must be understood in a spiritual, not in a physical sense. For it 

would make a mockery of the apostle’s meaning to suppose that the feet of the evangelists, which can be seen with the physical eye, should be regarded as beautiful in 
themselves.” Quoted in Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), ACCOS, 269-270. 
11 P.M. Bassett, “Valdés, Juan de,” ed. J.D. Douglas and Philip W. Comfort, Who’s Who in Christian History (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House, 1992), 693-694. 



to them.”12 In other words, just because people reject your message, that doesn’t mean you didn’t do a beautiful 

thing by bringing the gospel to them.  

I know it’s incredibly satisfying when people both hear the gospel and believe. I live for those 

moments! But God is still glorified when we share the gospel, and it doesn’t take. God is always glorified 

when we share the gospel, even if people reject it. Your feet can still be beautiful to him even if they 

aren’t beautiful to the person you are sharing Christ with. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now here’s a third point that Paul wants to make in this passage. Write this down as well. Paul 

has already told us that …  

and also, 

But here’s a last point that Paul makes in this passage:  

Those who receive the message aren’t always the ones that you think will or should receive the message. 

And what Paul gives us in these last few verses of chapter 10 is a kind of case-study of the Jews. The Jews, you 

would think, would be the first ones lining up to receive Christ and follow Christ. This was their Messiah. This 

was the promised one from their own Scriptures. This is the one that they’ve waited ages for. Wouldn’t they be 

the first to receive Jesus as their Messiah, as their Savior? Paul says “No.” Unfortunately, that’s not the case.  

And what’s amazing is that the OT actually prophesied this! If you notice in verses 18-21 of chapter 10, 

almost every single statement that Paul makes here comes directly from the OT. Rabbi Paul is going to show 

you now that “The ones who receive the message aren’t always the ones you suspect.” And that comes right 

out of OT Scripture.  

First Paul says this in verse 18,  
18 But I ask, have they not heard? 

Now who’s the “they” there? Well, there’s debate about this. But I think that’s a reference to the Jews. 

Paul mentions “Israel” in the next verse, verse 19.13 So this is Paul’s test case. The Israelites heard, but they 

didn’t believe. That happens sometimes.  
18 But I ask, have [the Israelites] not heard? Indeed they have, for “Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the 
ends of the world.”  

In other words, the message concerning the Messiah, encapsulated in their Scriptures, has gone out to 

the ends of the earth.14 Jews were all over the known world at this time; they were all throughout the Roman 

Empire.15 And everywhere where a Jew went, the Scriptures and the synagogue went with them. They had 

every advantage of knowledge. So they’ve heard the truth.  

And by the time of Paul’s writing Romans, they’ve also had the added advantage of gospel witnesses 

traveling throughout the Roman Empire. Paul himself went to synagogue after synagogue teaching the gospel. 

And it wasn’t just Paul. There was Barnabas, and there was Silas, and there was Apollos, and there was Priscilla 

and Aquila, who were probably the ones who took the gospel to the Jews in Rome in the first place. If anyone 

should have gotten saved and received the good news of Jesus Christ, it would be the Jewish people scattered 

throughout the Roman Empire! Some Jews did receive that good news and believed it. Most didn’t.  

Paul says in verse 19,  
19 But I ask, did Israel not understand?  

“Oh, maybe that’s the problem. Israel heard it. But they just didn’t understand it. The gospel wasn’t 

explained to them properly. That’s why the Jews are rejecting Jesus.” Paul says, “No, no no! They 

                                                 
12 Quoted in Philip D. W. Krey et al., eds., Romans 9–16, RFOS, 80. 
13 See Douglas J. Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, NICNT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996), 668: “Paul explicitly uses the word ‘Israel’ to make clear for the first time 

his ‘real’ subject in this paragraph.” 
14 The OT passage quoted here is Psalm 19:4 which deals more with the general revelation of God’s creation than the special revelation of God’s revealed Word, 

namely the Scriptures (Psalm 19:7ff deals more specifically with the special revelation of God’s Word). For an explanation of how Paul is using this Psalm, see David 

Pareus’s and John Calvin’s comments in Philip D. W. Krey et al., eds., Romans 9–16, RCOS, 83-4. See also Schreiner, Romans, BECNT, 557-9. 
15 Is Paul hyperbolizing here? Perhaps. See Moo, Romans, NICNT, 667. John Chrysostom says, “If the ends of the world have heard, how can the Jews claim that they 

have not?” Quoted in Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), ACCOS, 271.  



understood it.”16 They just didn’t want to reckon with it! Jesus wasn’t a rock of salvation to them, he was a 

rock of stumbling. Remember that?  

Michael Card talks about this in that song “Scandalon” that I mentioned a few weeks back. 
The seers and the prophets had foretold it long ago 
That the long "Awaited One" would make men stumble 
But they were lookin’ for a king to conquer and to kill 
Who'd have ever thought he'd be So meek and humble 

The Jews in Jesus’s day weren’t looking for a suffering savior to die for their sins. They were looking 

for a conqueror to kick the Romans out of the Promised Land. They totally missed God’s plan for redemption. 

They totally missed what Isaiah wrote in Isaiah 53:5, “But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was 

crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are 

healed.”  

And this was part of God’s plan even as far back as Moses. Look at verse 19…  
19 But I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, “I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I 
will make you angry.”  

Now here’s some context. Paul is quoting Deuteronomy here. And just before the Israelites entered into 

the Promised Land, at the end of the Book of Deuteronomy, Moses taught them a song. And it’s one of the 

saddest songs you’ve ever heard in your life. It’s not a happy, happy song like, “Our God is an awesome 

God!” No, it’s a lament. It’s a song full of prophetic foreboding. It’s a song about how the Israelites will 

eventually rebel against the Lord and be punished for their rebellion. And Moses said, “Teach it to your 

children. Let them know. That they will rebel.” How’d you like to do that, Harvest Decatur? Teach your 

children a song about how they will eventually rebel and lose God’s favor? 

And part of that song was this line about these “foolish people.” Do you see that in verse 19?  
Moses says, “I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make you angry.” 

Part of the song was how the LORD will make the Israelites jealous with a bunch of nobodies.17 Can 

you imagine singing that? 

“I will make you jealous with a bunch of nobodies, 

I will make you angry with a bunch of dummies!”   
That was the song! What Moses was prophesying with that song is that someday, God will judge the 

Jews for their rebellion, and he will offer his salvation to a bunch of non-Jewish, ignorant, foolish people. Do 

you know who those people are, by the way? Do you know who the “foolish” people are that Moses references 

in that song? I’ll give you a hint with two thumbs. It’s this guy right here. All of you listening right now, 

just take both of your thumbs and point them right back at yourself.  
Unless you’re Jewish. If you’re Jewish, then this isn’t you. If you are Jewish, then you are one of the 

ones who embraced Christ and didn’t rebel against him. You are the original olive tree, to use Paul’s image in 

Romans 11. More on that in the coming weeks. The rest of us, Gentiles, are “wild olive shoots” that have been 

grafted in. We are the wild ones. We are the foolish, ignorant nation. We are Gentiles, and we were dead in our 

sins and excluded from the family of God. And Jesus said, “Come on in! I died for you too! You are the 

sheep of another fold. And I’ll be your shepherd.”   
 By the way, that passage in Deuteronomy. When Moses says to the Israelites, “I will make you jealous 

of those who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make you angry.” The word that he uses for “foolish” 

is the Hebrew word ָנָבל, which means “foolish, stupid, insolent.”18 That same word is used repeatedly in the 

Book of Proverbs to contrast the wise person. There’s the wise person and then there’s the ָנָבל, the fool, the 

                                                 
16 Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, NAC (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 212-3: “The answer implied in v. 19 is that if unenlightened people 

outside of the covenant could understand the gospel, then certainly a religiously gifted and highly favored group like the Jews had no grounds for claiming that it was 
beyond their understanding.” 
17 “Nobodies” is my term for the “not my people” (lo-ammi) language of Hosea and Moses. See Moo, Romans, NICNT, 668 and F. F. Bruce, Romans: An Introduction 

and Commentary, vol. 6, TNTC (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1985), 205. Paul has already referenced the “not my people” (lo-ammi) of Hosea 1:10; 2:23 
(cf. Rom 9:25). Now Paul references another place where “not my people” (lo-ammi) becomes “my people” in Deuteronomy 32:21. Moses and Hosea are referencing 

the same thing. The “not my people” become God’s people and the “not a nation” become part of the family of God. And God’s prophecy to Abraham is fulfilled: “in 

your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed” (Gen 22:18). Bruce writes, “How then does God stir Israel to jealousy by means of the Gentiles? By letting 
Israel see the blessings which are showered on the Gentiles when they embrace Christ by faith: God no longer speaks of them as ‘not my people’ but calls them his 

people. Israel, stirred to jealousy by the sight, asks why these same blessings should not be even more rightfully hers, and is assured that they will indeed be hers on the 

same basis—faith in Christ.” 
18 5572 I. ָנָבל (nā·ḇāl), James Swanson, DBL : Hebrew (Old Testament) (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997 



ignoramus. When Moses talks about the “foolish ignoramus” who will make the Jews jealous, who’s he talking 

about? He’s talking about us. I’m a ָנָבל who trusted Christ as my savior. Anyone with me? Now you know why 

Paul said in 1 Corinthians, “God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise” (1:27).  

Martin Luther said it this way. “God saves no one but sinners, he instructs no one but the foolish 

and stupid, he enriches none but paupers, and he makes alive only the dead; not those who merely 

imagine themselves to be such but those who really are this kind of people and admit it.”19  

And it wasn’t just Moses who prophesied this future reality. Look at verse 20. It was also Isaiah. 
20 Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, “I have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for 
me.”  

Moses prophesied about foolish Gentiles coming into God’s Kingdom 1500 years before Christ. Isaiah 

prophesied the same thing 700 years before Christ! Imagine that! Gentiles getting saved! Imagine that! 

Heathens! Godless Gentiles like you and me!  

Look I have no misconceptions about my identity as a Christ-follower. Why should I get saved? 

Seriously! Yes, my parents and grandparents are Christians, but my heritage is a bunch of idol-worshipping 

heathens from the British Isles. If 23-and-me is correct, I’m like 75%+ Irish, Scottish, and British. And I 

have no delusions about what my English-speaking ancestors were doing about 1500 years ago. They weren’t 

worshipping Christ. They were foolish and ignorant idol-worshippers. Why should I get saved?   

By the way, the story is told about Pope Gregory I. At the turn of the seventh century, when he 

first laid eyes on people from Britain, he was astonished by how white their skin was. He saw these slave 

boys from Britain called “anglos,” and Gregory was so amazed by their yellow hair and their white skin, 

that he said, “Not anglos but angels.” Because their skin was so white! It glowed in comparison to the 

skin of the Mediterranean peoples! And he had compassion on them, because they were totally lost. They 

were totally heathen. And Gregory’s heart broke for these foolish, ignorant, heathen anglos who needed 

to hear the truth about Jesus Christ, so he sent missionaries to Britain to convert them!20  

You know we think in America that the church started in England and got perfected in the United 

States. That’s just not true. We think Jesus and all his apostles spoke English. Newsflash, they didn’t. 

And their skin wasn’t milky white either. A former Governor of Texas use to say, “If English was good 

enough for Jesus Christ, it’s good enough for the people of Texas.” That’s how we think sometimes.  

But stop and think this through. Why should English-speakers have the gospel? Why? England 

was full of a bunch of heathen idol-worshippers 1500 years ago. Why should we be allowed to get saved? 

Why should any Gentile be saved? We’re nobodies. Why should we in America get saved? We’re nothing 

but foolish, English-speaking, pagan Gentiles! 

Here’s why. Isaiah said why. Isaiah prophesied it boldly… look at verse 20.  
“I have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me.”  

Who’s the “I” in that verse? Well if you go back and look at that passage in Isaiah, you see that it’s 

Yahweh.21 Paul is quoting Isaiah 65:1, “I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was ready 

to be found by those who did not seek me. I said, ‘Here I am, here I am,’ to a nation that was not called by my 

name.”  

Here I AM! Here I AM! Who does that sound like? Yahweh. The Great I Am, Yahweh. has been found 

by those who did not seek him, namely Gentiles. And he has shown himself to those who did not ask for him, 

namely heathen, foolish, ignorant, non-Jews like yours truly right here!  

Now look at verse 21.  
21 But of Israel he says,  

The “he” here is Isaiah speaking again on behalf of Yahweh…. 
21 But of Israel [Yahweh] says, “All day long I have held out my hands22 to a disobedient and contrary people.”  

                                                 
19 Quoted in Philip D. W. Krey et al., eds., Romans 9–16, RCOS, 86. 
20 This story is recounted by the 7th Century English historian, Bede the Venerable. See his Ecclesiastical History of England, translated by A. M. Sellar, et al (London: 

George Bell and Sons, 1907) 82, available at The Project Gutenberg website: https://www.gutenberg.org/files/38326/38326-h/38326-h.html#Pg082. Some doubt the 
historical veracity of this account involving Pope Gregory I. But Gregory’s passion for missionary activity is well-established, and he did send the missionary 

Augustine to the British Isles. The pagan character of British people at this time is well-founded. See Mark Galli and Ted Olsen, 131 Christians Everyone Should Know 

(Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2000), 317-9 and also Bruce L. Shelley, Church History in Plain Language, Updated 2nd ed. (Dallas: Word, 1995), 158-9. 
21 Ambrosiaster says, “Isaiah here is speaking in the role of Christ.” See Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), ACCOS, 272. 
22 Some see here an oblique typological reference (outstretch hands) to Christ’s crucifixion (e.g. Ambrosiaster, Diodore, Pelagius). That interpretation is a stretch.  

https://www.gutenberg.org/files/38326/38326-h/38326-h.html#Pg082


What’s the point here? What’s Paul trying to say? He saying this. The ones who receive the message 

aren’t always the ones you suspect. Gentiles are getting saved in Paul’s day. And Jews are rejecting the 

gospel. Don’t be surprised by that. Don’t be alarmed by that. And don’t be presumptuous about what God is 

doing in this world.  

I’ll just tell you right now, I alluded to this last week, but let me say it again. The church of Jesus 

Christ in our day is predominantly non-white. You get that, don’t you? It’s not just non-Jew. It’s non-

white. It’s predominantly non-Western. It’s increasingly growing in non-English-speaking countries. And 

that’s okay. I love it.  

In our world today we have white Christians. That’s good. We also have brown Christians. That’s 

good. We also have black Christians. That’s good too. Christians from every tribe, tongue, and nation. 

We even have some Jewish remnant believers. I have some Jewish friends who check that box. That’s 

fantastic! I’m not as worried about who responds to the gospel or who we should preach the gospel to. As 

far as I’m concerned, if you’re a homo-sapien, I’ll preach the gospel to you. Any homo-sapiens here this 

morning? “Red and Yellow, Black and white, they are precious in his sight.” Jesus died for you, you can 

be saved. I’ll preach the gospel to anybody, anywhere. And then, I leave the result to God. That’s how we 

should apply this text of Scripture. Let’s get the message out!     
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I’ll close with this. This last Wednesday, November 11, was Veteran’s Day. I’m so thankful for 

those in our country who have fought and died for the freedoms that we enjoy every day. And I’ve been 

told by different people that “Veteran’s Day” isn’t just a time to remember those who died for our 

country, it’s also a time to remember and be thankful for those who served our country and survived.  

And one of the things that often accompanies Veterans who have survived combat or service for 

their country is what’s called “Survivor’s Guilt.” And some people struggle a lot with this. “Why me? 

Why did I survive and not my buddy? Why did I survive and not my commanding officer?”  

Now I’m not an expert on this, but the ways that people are counselled typically to overcome their 

survivor’s guilt is twofold: 1) Talk about it. Don’t bury it deep inside yourself and pretend like 

everything is okay. Talk about it. And then 2) Do something with it. Let that guilt motivate you to love 

and serve people in a viable way. Guilt can oftentimes be a strong motivator for purposeful action. 

Well I think something similar is at work sometimes with people who get saved, especially those 

who are saved out of a non-Christian family. We say, “Why me?” “Why me, Lord? My younger sister was 

the smart one. My older brother was the moral one. My friends at school were way more likable and 

knowledgeable than me.” “Why did I come to Christ? Why did I accept the truth about Jesus?”  

Now that’s not all bad. There’s humility that comes from that. We should all be grateful and feel 

unworthy of the salvation that Jesus purchased for us. But the Bible never tells us to sit around and 

contemplate our unworthiness ad infinitum. You know what the Bible tells us? Do you know what 

Romans 10 tells us to do? Do something with that. Get the message out! How can people believe if they 

haven’t heard? How can people hear without someone proclaiming the gospel to them?  

“But Pastor Tony, some people will reject it. Some people won’t believe.”23 I know. And sometimes 

the ones you think will believe, don’t; and the ones who you think will never believe, do. It’s uncanny. 

Nevertheless, our task is still the same. We’re not held responsible for whether people believe or not. We 

are held responsible for whether or not we get the message out. So get the message out, Harvest Decatur. 

Get the message out.   

 

 
 

 

                                                 
23 Mounce, Romans, NAC, 213: “And why today do so many people reject the gospel? It is not necessarily because they have not heard or do not understand. Perhaps 

one reason is that ‘they find it hard to see, in a man who was hanged, the master-clue to the riddle of the world.’” 


