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Romans 10:5-13 

 

Introduction: Amen. Church you may be seated. And as you are being seated, go ahead and take 

your Bible with me and turn to Romans, chapter 10. Today is something of a dream come true for me, 

because I get to preach one of my favorite verses of Scripture: Romans 10:9. If I had ten seconds to relay 

the gospel to someone, I would quote Romans 10:9--- if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 

your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. If someone came up to me and said, “Summarize 

Christianity in one sentence, Tony.” I would quote Romans 10:9---if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. Was that less than ten seconds? That 

might have been less than ten second.  
I heard a story a while back about the famous Swiss theologian, Karl Barth, came to the U.S. to 

give a lecture at the University of Chicago. Barth was an older man by this time. He had opposed Nazism 

and Hitler during WWII. He was a great scholar who had written tens of thousands of pages on 

sophisticated and learned theology. And after delivering one of his lectures, a student asked him, “Dr. 

Barth, what is the greatest thought that has ever passed through your mind?” Karl Barth closed his eyes and 

thought for a while. And then he smiled, opened his eyes, and said, “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the 

Bible tells me so!”1 That was the essence of his learned theology! 

Now that’s a great answer to that question. And I’ve often thought myself how I would answer a 

question like that. And I might say what Barth said. But I think I would take it a step further. I think I 

would want to give a statement that encapsulates the gospel and calls a person to faith. So if someone 

came to me and said, “Pastor Tony, what’s the greatest thought that has ever passed through your mind? 

What’s the one thing you have endeavored to communicate to people in your ministry?” Here it is, Harvest 

Decatur. You’ve heard me say it probably a thousand times from this pulpit. It’s this---if you confess with 

your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. That’s it. That’s 

the essence of what I’ve tried to communicate as a pastor for the last twelve years.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now there’s more to Romans 10, then just verse 9. So let’s talk about Romans 10, Harvest Decatur. 

Here’s the question I want to answer today: How does a Person get Saved? How does a person get saved? 

Go ahead and write this down as #1.   

Paul says in verse 5, 
5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them.  

Now there’s debate here about this verse. Is Paul saying that it’s possible to get saved if you fulfill the 

law perfectly? Is that why he references Moses here? Well, maybe. The problem is that nobody can do that 

perfectly. The problem is that, as Paul has already pointed out in Romans 5, we are all born into sin, and it’s not 

possible to fulfill the law perfectly. 

I’ve been listening to a band recently called “The Gray Havens” and they have a song called “This My 

Soul” that perfectly captures this problem. They sing, 
This my soul you were born, you were born into 
What this man has done, it all extends to you 
Let the words shake on down along your spine 
And ring out true that you might find new life   

Tommy Nelson told his church congregation once, “Check and see right if you have a belly button. 

Go on, check! If you have one then you probably came from a human father and mother, and the chances 

                                                 
1 James Montgomery Boice, Foundations of the Christian Faith: A Comprehensive & Readable Theology (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1986), 331. 



are you were conceived in sin and brought forth in iniquity.”2 The issue here is what theologians call 

“original sin.” You might call it “inherited sin.” We don’t have the ability to sinlessly obey the law, because we 

are natural born sinners. We inherited a sin-nature from Adam and Eve.  

I heard a pastor this last week illustrate it this way. Imagine a group of mountain climbers. They 

decide to climb a great mountain peak, and they attach themselves to each other by a rope. Well in the 

course of climbing this mountain, one of the climbers falls off of a cliff and tumbles down the mountain. 

Well he’s attached to all the others, so the next person he’s attached to falls and then the next person and 

then the next person. And eventually every person in that group falls down the mountain with the first 

person who fell. Well that first person is Adam. He fell and brings down all of humanity with him. And 

you are pretty far down that rope, because you live thousands of years after Adam. And you can try to 

dig in your heels to the mountain. You can try to drive your spike into the mountain and keep yourself 

from falling, but because you are tied to Adam and the rest of humanity, the weight of their fall is going 

to drag you down too. 3 In other words, your works won’t save you. Because they can’t compensate for that 

inherited sin that’s inside of you.  

So when Paul says in verse 5,   
5 For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them.  

Paul’s not talking about a viable way for you to be saved or to have eternal life.4 This is what you might 

call a foil. Paul writes hypothetically about a righteousness based on the law, but are you sure you want to go 

for that? The person who does those commands shall live by them! You sure you can manage that? One slip up 

and your toast. One mistake and you are done!  

And that’s not even assuming that you have inherited sin. Let’s just say that original sin doesn’t exist… 

which it does by the way. Even if it didn’t exist, you think you can fulfill the law perfectly and live by them 

perfectly? Good luck with that. No thank you. That ain’t gonna happen. I want a better option.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Look at verse 6. Paul says… 
6 But the righteousness based on faith  

So there’s a contrast here. Verse 5 is the “righteousness based on the law.” Now Paul talks about “the 

righteousness based on faith.”  
6 But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 
7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  

And all God’s people said, “Huh? What are talking about here, Paul”?  

You know, I distinctly remember reading these verses about 20 years ago in a coffee shop in 

Longview, Texas, and thinking to myself, “Huh. What is Paul talking about here?” I was studying this 

verse, because I had just enrolled at Moody Bible Institute. I was still living in Texas. Sanja and I had 

just gotten married. But I decided to take a modular class through Moody. And the first class I took was 

Romans, which in retrospect was kind of dumb. Most people take like an introductory course first or a 

class on interpretation or something like that. But not yours truly. No way. I’m a glutton for punishment. 

I wanted to take Romans. So I took a class on Romans as my first class. And I read and studied this 

passage as part of my coursework and never really quite figured out what Paul was saying here.  

 So fast forward twenty years. Now I’m a 42 year old pastor and seminary instructor. I’ve taken lots of 

classes on the Bible. I’ve finished several graduate degrees in theology, even a terminal degree. I’ve been 

faithfully and studiously preaching the Bible for 12 years as a pastor. And now, this week, I circle back to 

Romans 10:6-7 this week. Do you know what I said when I read these verses this week? I said, “Huh! What is 

Paul talking about here?” And that was even after I translated it from Greek. I translated it from Greek to 

English, and I still wasn’t sure what he was talking about. Which is amazing to me, because this is the context 

of the passage that I recite over and over again: Romans 10:9---if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and 

believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

                                                 
2 Tommy Nelson, Sermon: “The Easiness of Salvation,” Romans 10:1-10, 05-27-07: www.dbcmedia.org/sermons/the-easiness-of-salvation/  
3 Abridged and found in Timothy J. Keller, “Meaning of the Resurrection” (Easter Sermon and Testimonies), March 31, 1991, The Timothy Keller Sermon Archive (New York 

City: Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 2013). 
4 Timothy Keller, Romans 8-16 For You (The Good Book Company, 2015), 77: “On the surface, that seems to mean that Moses was teaching the possibility of getting salvation 

(‘life’) through law-keeping. Actually, all Moses was saying was: If you could obey the law perfectly you would receive eternal life.” 

http://www.dbcmedia.org/sermons/the-easiness-of-salvation/


 So what’s Paul saying here, right before Romans 10:9? Well, I’ve taken some time to think this through. 

And I think this is what Paul is saying. He saying essentially, “You don’t need to perform a super-human 

feat in order to get saved!” “You don’t need to do the impossible yourself in order to get saved.”  

‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” “Uh, not me!”  

Doug Moo says that in the OT, “ascending into heaven” was proverbial for a task that was impossible for 

humans.5 So in other words, Paul is saying, “Who will do the impossible?”  
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down). 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up 
from the dead). 

Paul is quoting from the OT. He is quoting from Moses and the Book of Deuteronomy, while also 

giving us a little rabbinic exegesis.6 Moses says, “Who will ascend into heaven?” And Paul adds this 

parenthetical statement, “that is, to bring Christ down.” Moses says, “Who will descend into the abyss?” And 

then Paul adds, “that is, to bring Christ up from the dead.” The idea here is that you don’t need to become 

superman to get saved. You don’t need to ascend to heaven! Christ has done that already for you. You don’t 

need to descend into the abyss! Christ has done that already for you. Christ descended into death and the rose 

from the dead. He did it for you. 
And by the way, Moses didn’t write the law so that we can become superman. “Obey the Law 

perfectly and you will…dun-dunnanah!... save yourself.” God didn’t give us the Law to make us 

superman. God gave us the Law so that we would see that we are not superman. So that we would see 

that we are the humble, vulnerable citizens in need of a superman. God gave us the Law to show us who 

the real superman is and it’s not us. And it’s not Clark Kent either. It’s Christ. He came from heaven. He 

incarnated into this world. He died on the cross. He rose from the dead. Stop trying to turn yourself into 

superman, and start trusting in the real superman.    

Let me go back to the mountain climbing illustration. Every single mountain climber in that 

illustration is falling, falling, falling. It’s all because of Adam. He was the first to fall and he’s dragging all 

of us down to our death. And yet there is one mountain climber who is able to bear the weight of us all. 

And that mountain climber named Jesus Christ plunges his axe into the rock and he holds the weight of 

the all us and keeps us from death. And when he does that, it costs him his life. He died supporting us and 

carrying the weight of the world. No one else could do that. No one else has the strength to do that.7  

Go ahead and write this down as #2 in your notes. How does a person get saved? Not by  

Do you know what Romans 10:6-7 is? It’s another foil from Paul. It’s the “don’t be a hero” text. It’s 

the “you ain’t superman” text. It’s the “don’t think of yourself more highly than you ought to think” text. 
 “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’  

That ain’t gonna happen! And besides, Christ has already done this for you. He came to earth. He died on the 

cross. He rose from the dead. He’s your superman, just look to him.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

What Paul is contrasting in these verse is what I’ll call “Law Righteousness” and “Faith Righteousness.” 

There is a righteousness that (hypothetically!) comes through the law. But trust me, you don’t want to go for 

that. And there is a righteousness that comes by faith. “Yes, give me that.” It’s like a fork in the road. 

There’s the “Law Righteousness” route. And the “Faith Righteousness” route. Which way are you going to go?  

Here’s a good diagram for you on this:8  

Law Righteousness Faith Righteousness 

I trust myself I trust Christ 

                                                 
5 Douglas J. Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, NICOT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1996), 654. 
6 Granted some of Paul’s usage of Deuteronomy is peculiar. I agree with D. Stuart Briscoe and Lloyd J. Ogilvie, Romans, vol. 29, The Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, 

TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1982), 196. They conclude that “the apostle’s free application of Moses’ words reminds us that we do not have to ascend into heaven to discover salvation. 

It has been made available in the Lord Jesus through whose Incarnation heaven came down to earth. In the same way we must not search the depths for our deliverance, because 

Christ, having descended into death, rose again from the dead and in His Resurrection made the fullness of salvation ours.” But see Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, Second Edition, 

BECNT (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2018) 536-46 for a defense of Paul’s usage of Deuteronomy. Schreiner concludes that Paul respects the context of the Deuteronomy passage and is 

interpreting it salvation-historically. See also Keller, Romans 8-16, 76-8.  
7 Keller, “Meaning of the Resurrection” (Easter Sermon and Testimonies), March 31, 1991: “There was an old minister who once put it this way: There are really two key people 

in the human race: Adam and Jesus, the first and the second Adam. Adam fell off the mountain, pulled down the next one, pulled down the next one, pulled us all down until there 
was only one Man left on the mountain, only one Person who hadn’t fallen, only one Person who was still on the mountain. It was Jesus. With a great big mighty stroke he put his 

ax in, but in order to save us, all of the weight of all of the rest of us pulled on him and virtually bisected him, and actually did. But what happened was he pulled us up. He was 

raised for our justification.” 
8 Derived and expanded from Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 548. 



I have to be perfect Christ has to be perfect 

Based on my works Based on Christ’s work  

Leads to self-righteousness Leads to Christ’s imputed righteousness 

Cannot ultimately save Promises and delivers salvation (Rom 10:9) 

Based on obeying the Lord perfectly  Based on calling out to the Lord (Rom 10:13) 

Leads to pride Leads to praising God 
 

I don’t know about you, but give me the faith righteousness route not the law righteousness.  

Now look with me at verse 8. Let’s follow Paul’s argument some more here. Paul says,   
8 But what does it say?  

What does Moses say in the OT? What does “faith righteousness” allude to in the OT? Well it says…  
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 

So what Paul is saying here is that faith righteousness is not a “do” thing. It’s a “heart” thing. It’s not 

something that you “do and secure.” It’s something you “speak and believe.” And you don’t have to go to the 

highest heaven to get it. And you don’t have to descend to the abyss below to get it. The word is near you.9 It’s 

right there. It’s in your mouth. It’s in your heart. It’s there for the taking. That’s how close it is. That’s how easy 

salvation is for you. And it doesn’t require any superhuman feat.   

Here’s how easy it is. Here’s how accessible this is for you right now.  
9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be 
saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 

Go ahead and write this down as #3 in your notes. How does a Person get Saved? Not by fulfilling the 

Law of Moses and not through a superhuman effort to save yourself. But simply by faith in Jesus Christ.   

Now let’s talk about this. Let’s talk first about verses 9-10. Paul says in verse 8: 
“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 

This word, this gospel, is not hard. And it’s not something you’ve got to strive for. It’s near. It’s easy. 

It’s on your lips. It’s in your heart. It’s right there for the taking. And this is hard for us, because nothing in this 

world is that easy. We are accustomed to working for stuff. Some people say, “There’s no such thing as a free 

lunch.” And that’s true. Nothing’s free in this world, accept for the most important thing in this world, and that 

is our salvation.  

And here’s how salvation works.  
9 …if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord  

If you confess… ὁμολογέω in Greek.  ὁμολογέω means to “acknowledge” or “profess” or “to make an emphatic 

declaration.”10 λογέω means to “talk” or “speak.” This is not just λογέω but ὁμολογέω. It’s an intensive verb.11 

We don’t just speak, we “confess our allegiance.” 12 Jesus said, “if you confess me before men”… “if you 

[ὁμολογέω] me, I will also [ὁμολογέω] you before the father” (Matt 10:32). 
Now what are we confessing. We are confessing that Jesus is Lord. That’s capital LORD, the Greek 

word κύριος that is used to translate Yahweh in the OT (in the LXX).13 We are confessing that Jesus is Yahweh. 

He’s the God of the Universe who came to earth and died for our sins. And that confession is an outworking of 

our faith. Paul says,   
9 …if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.   

Jesus says from the overflow of the heart, the mouth speaks. If you love something, if you believe 

something, you are going to talk about it. “No, no, no, Pastor Tony. I believe in my heart. Deep in my heart. 

I just don’t talk about it. I’m too scared to talk about it.” No, it doesn’t work that way. Your faith is 

evidenced by your talk. You faith inevitably produces talk.14 Your faith is a talking faith not a silent faith.15 

                                                 
9 R. Kent Hughes, Romans: Righteousness from Heaven, Preaching the Word (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Books, 1991), 187: “Simply stated, we do not have to go to Heaven or into 

the world of the dead to find Christ. He is near us. Nor does salvation belong to the elite who have taken mystical journeys to Heaven or Hell.” 
10 Johannes P. Louw and Eugene Albert Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (New York: UBS, 1996), 412. 
11 Everett F. Harrison and Donald A. Hagner, “Romans,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Romans–Galatians (Revised Edition), ed. Tremper Longman III & Garland, David 

E., vol. 11 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008), 162: ““’Confess’ (homologeō, GK 3933) when used of sin means to say the same thing about it that God says.” 
12 See “3933 ὁμολογέω” #1, in James Swanson, DBL: Greek (New Testament) (Oak Harbor: Logos Research Systems, Inc., 1997). 
13 Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, NICOT, 659–660: “‘Lord’ (kyrios) in v. 9 refers to Jesus, and Christ is also the implicit antecedent of “him” in whom people believe in v. 11. 

Moreover, Paul’s language here probably echoes again an early Christian acclamation of Jesus as ‘Lord of all.’ The ‘Lord’ here will then be Jesus.” 
14 John Chrysostom says, “The tongue must herald forth by its confession the solid resolution of the mind.” Quoted in Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), ACCOS (Downers 

Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998), 266. 



John Calvin said it this way: Can a flame burn and not give heat? Can a flame burn and not give light? 

Similarly there is no faith without talk. There is not belief without confession.16   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Let me give you some sub-points here Harvest Decatur. I think this is important because we need to 

know what this faith in Christ actually looks like. This is not just willy-nilly “I believe in Jesus like Peter 

Pan believes he can fly” faith. Our faith needs to be anchored to the truth of the gospel. It needs to be anchored 

to the truth of God’s word. So when we answer the question “How does a person get saved?” with “by faith in 

Jesus Christ,” we need to be crystal clear what “faith in Jesus Christ” means… especially in this day when 

people use the Name of Jesus to justify lots of crazy faith statements.  

So write this down under 3a. When I say faith in Jesus Christ, I mean…confessing faith.  

And by that, I don’t mean that you go into a confessional booth and declare your sins to a priest who 

intercedes for you before God. When I say confessing faith, I mean that your faith has to talk. You don’t just 

confess silently in your heart Jesus as LORD. You say it loud: “JESUS IS LORD!”17 “Jesus is my Savior!”18  
“Hey Pastor Tony, people don’t like it when you say that. You could get canceled for saying that!” 

I don’t care. I don’t do silent for Jesus. Faith in Christ isn’t a silent faith. It’s a confessing faith. And it’s not a 

faith that Jesus was a good guy, who did some cool stuff, and people really liked him. That’s not saving faith. 

Everyone believes that about Jesus. Faith in Christ is confessing that he is LORD.19 He is Yahweh. He is the 

God of the Universe. And he, as God of the Universe, came to earth and died a bloody and gruesome death 

upon the cross for our sins. I believe that! I confess that!  
Write this down as 3b. Faith in Christ is confessional faith, but it’s also resurrection faith. “Saving 

faith is resurrection faith!”20 
 

Notice what Paul says. He says, 
9 …if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.   

Paul goes straight to the resurrection at the end of this sentence. He doesn’t even mention the crucifixion. 

Because that’s assumed here. You can’t raise someone from the dead, unless they actually died. And Paul says 

you can’t just believe that Jesus died. I’m sure lots of people believe that Jesus died. I’m sure lots of people 

believe that he was crucified. That’s not that hard to believe. Lots of people got crucified during the Roman 

Empire. Lots of people died… heck every single person in the history of the world died. But only one person 

was raised from the dead like Jesus.  

 “What about Lazarus, Pastor Tony? What about the little girl that Jesus raised from the dead? 

What about Jairus’s daughter? What about those stories I hear in Africa and Asia about people being 

raised from the dead?” Well, that’s a good question. Is Jesus’s resurrection the same as those resurrections? 

No. And that’s understood in this statement too. Lazarus was raised from the dead, but he had to die again. Poor 

guy! I don’t envy him that. Although he did get to show off Jesus’s power.  

Here’s the point. Lazarus’s resurrection from the dead wasn’t anything like Jesus’s! Jesus was raised in 

a new resurrection body and even now sits at the right hand of God the Father. And he not only didn’t die again, 

but he also defeated death forever! Do you believe that, Harvest Decatur? If you don’t believe that, then you 

don’t have saving faith! 
9 …if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.   

Why Paul? Why is this so important? Because… look at verse 10.  
10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 

By the way, these are two sides of the same coin: belief and confession. It’s not like I believed with my 

heart and got justified, and then ten years later I confessed with my mouth and got saved. No. There’s no 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
15 William Barclay, ed., The Letter to the Romans, The Daily Study Bible Series (Philadelphia: The Westminster John Knox Press, 1975), 139. 
16 This is paraphrased. See John Calvin and John Owen, Commentary on the Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2010), 394. The 

exact quotation goes like this: “But let them see what answer they can give to Paul, who at this day proudly boast of some sort of imaginary faith, which, being content with the 

secrecy of the heart, neglect the confession of the mouth, as a matter superfluous and vain; for it is extremely puerile to say, that there is fire, when there is neither flame nor heat.” 
17 Robert H. Mounce, Romans, vol. 27, NAC (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1995), 209: “This quintessential affirmation is perhaps the earliest Christian confession 

of faith (cf. 1 Cor 12:3; Phil 2:11).” 
18 Ibid: “Those who genuinely accept the truth of Jesus’ resurrection and therefore his deity are willing to go public with their conviction… There is no such thing as salvation 

apart from lordship.” 
19 Ibid, 209n50: “Some see [Romans 10:9] as the church’s intentional contrast to the acclamation κύριος καῖσαρ, an ascription of deity to the emperor.” 
20 F. F. Bruce, Romans: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 6, TNTC (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1985), 202. 



sequence in this. To believe with one’s heart is to confess with your mouth. They are concomitant realities. 

They are simultaneous. They are synonymous.  

Paul uses a technique here called parallelism.21 It’s an old Hebrew technique. You say something once, 

and then you say it again in a slightly different way. It’s called synonymous parallelism. With the heart one 

believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. The heart believes. The mouth 

confesses. It’s the same thing.22 And here’s the proof text. Look at verse 11. 
11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

Who’s the “him” in that verse? Well the referent to this “him” is the Lord Jesus verse 9. If you 

remember, this is the same verse that Paul quoted earlier in Chapter 9. This is a quotation in Isaiah 28 about 

the Rock, the Cornerstone! Jesus is the Rock. Jesus is Lord. Jesus is Yahweh. Jesus is the hope of our salvation. 

And “everyone who believes in [the Rock! The Lord Jesus! The Great Shepherd! The Great High Priest! The 

Light of the World! The Son of God! The King of Glory!]… Everyone who believes in Jesus will not be put to 

shame.” 

“What do you mean by “everyone,” Paul?” He means “everyone”! “You mean every one of the 

Jews, right Paul?” “You mean, good people with good backgrounds? Right, Paul? You mean Americans, 

right Paul? You mean good, middle-class, American values kinds of people, right Paul?” No. When Paul 

says “everyone,” he means “everyone”! 

Look at verse 12. 
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.     
Take that Prosperity Gospel preachers! What does Paul mean by God “bestowing his riches” on those who call 

on him? Can I state the obvious? He doesn’t mean money! He doesn’t mean silver and gold.23 And that’s good. 

Because silver and gold are perishable! They don’t last. But these riches last. Love. Joy. Peace. Patience. 

Kindness. Gentleness. Self-control. Eternal life. Assurance of salvation. You can keep your silver and gold. I’ll 

take that.  
Look at verse 13. Here’s a final proof text from Joel 2:32.  

13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  

Here’s a final point for our message today. Write this down as 3c.  
 

“Red and yellow, black and white, they are precious in God’s sight.” I heard a pastor say this last 

week that the gospel of Jesus Christ is the most inclusive religious message ever. And it creates the most 

inclusive community that has ever existed on earth.24 He said, “Christianity has spread all over the world, 

taking on different expressions in different cultures, in a way no other religion has. Islam is still 

predominantly Arab; to become a Muslim you basically have to become culturally Arab. Buddhism is 

still predominantly East Asian. Hinduism is still predominantly South Asian. But Christians are now 

evenly split between Europe, North America, Latin America, Asia, and Africa, with it growing fastest in 

Latin America, Asia and Africa!” He said, “If your idea of ‘heaven on earth’ is a group of white, 

American, English-speaking Christians… you are not going to enjoy heaven that much. And every time 

you [pray on the way to heaven], you are praying to a brown-skinned, middle-eastern refugee.”25  

Listen, let me be straight with you for a minute. We live in a day when everyone talks about non-

discrimination as this great moral ethic. Can I just be straight with you? Everyone discriminates. Everyone does. 

Even the most liberally-minded people in the world discriminate. If you don’t believe that, go home tonight 

and try to apply for Harvard or Yale or Stanford. Why won’t those schools admit you? I’ll tell you why. 

Because they discriminate. Your grades aren’t good enough. Go home this afternoon and apply for a job 

at the New York Times or apply for a job as a news reporter for a major media outlet. You’ll never get 

that job. Why not? Because those places discriminate. And religions discriminate too. You gotta do this, say 

this, can’t do this, walk this way, don’t do this, don’t do that.  

                                                 
21 See John Stott, The Message of Romans, The Bible Speaks Today (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 283.  
22 See Keller, Romans 8-16, 80.  
23 Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, NICOT, 660: “Paul frequently uses the language of ‘wealth’ to connote the unlimited resources of God that he makes available to his people in 

and through his Son.” 
24 J.D. Greear, Sermon: “As Close as Your Mouth and Your Heart,” Romans 10:1-13, 08.13.20: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsGI8SVw-Ng 
25 Ibid. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lsGI8SVw-Ng


Do you know what’s scandalous about Christianity? Do you know what made people want to kill 

Christians in the first century? It wasn’t who they excluded. It’s who they let in.26 They preached the gospel and 

said, “It doesn’t matter if you are a murderer, a rapist, a racist, or a tax-collector. It doesn’t matter if you 

are homosexual or heterosexual. It doesn’t matter if you are Jewish or Gentile, slave or free, male or 

female. It doesn’t matter the color of your skin or what side of the tracks you grew up on.” “Everyone 

who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.”27 
Listen, it’s not that none of those things matter to God. It’s not that God doesn’t have any 

opinions on those matters, especially those related to sin. It’s that none of those things disqualifies you for 

salvation through faith. That’s the point. Saving faith is non-discriminatory faith. It’s interesting because 

earlier Paul lumped everyone together as disqualified for salvation. That was the point of Romans 1-3. It was 

kind of a depressing series. We are all sinners. We are all wholly unholy before God. That’s why I put a “raven” 

on the logo for that sermon series. It was very depressing.28 The message here is similar. But it’s positive not 

negative. Everyone can be saved.29 The message of Romans 1-3 was that everyone is condemned without 

Christ. The message here is “everyone” can be saved through Christ.30 
13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I’ll close with this, and then we can take communion together. The story is told about a group of 

Spanish sailors in the 1500s that got lost in South America. Their ship had actually gotten destroyed. And 

a group of soldiers were on a skiff that had gotten free from the destroyed ship, and they were trying to 

row to shore. And they had no food. And they had no water. And time was of the essence to get to the 

shore. And when they saw the shore, they did their best to paddle up to it. But they couldn’t get to it. 

There was this current that kept taking them away. And the more they paddled, the more they tired. And 

they were hungry and they were dehydrated. They needed water. And they were going to die right there 

in the ocean. In sight of land no less!  

And they looked up on the shore and saw these natives taking the water and drinking it. And these 

soldiers assumed that these natives weren’t smart enough to know that you can’t drink ocean water. 

Because it makes dehydrated men even sicker and makes you die faster. But these natives kept drinking 

the water. And it seemed like they were okay. So the soldiers kept paddling and paddling, but they 

couldn’t get to shore. So they figured, “Well, we’re going to die, might as well drink the water and see what 

happens.”  

So in their dehydrated state, they scooped up some of that water, and to their everlasting 

astonishment it wasn’t salt water. It was fresh water. What they had done in their aimless wandering in 

that skiff is they had stumbled upon the Amazon River, the largest river on planet earth. And they drank 

and they were refreshed. And they paddled to the shore. And they marveled at the fact that the water 

that could save them was right there. It was there all along. All they had to do is drink it.31 

Paul says in Romans 10:8,  
“The word [of the gospel] is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” 

It’s right there. Your means of eternal life is right there. Don’t die and go to hell when the gospel 

is right there for the taking. You don’t have to ascend to heaven. You don’t have to descend to the depths. 

It’s close. It’s near you. It’s right there.  
9 …if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.   
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268. Cyril of Alexander makes a similar point. “The universal God saves everyone without distinction, because all things belong to him. Thus we say that all things are 
recapitulated in Christ.” Quoted in Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), ACCOS (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998), 267. 
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