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Introduction: Amen. Church you may be seated. And as you are being seated, go ahead and take 

your Bible with me and turn to the Book of Romans, chapter 9. I want to start this morning with a quote---

one of my favorite quotes. And it comes from the 19th Century Baptist preacher, Charles Spurgeon. And I want 

you to hear this quote, because I think it clearly encapsulates the message of our passage today: Romans 9:30-

10:4. Spurgeon said this: “The same sun which melts wax hardens clay; and the same gospel which melts 

some persons to repentance hardens others in their sins.”   
There’s an old proverb, I think it’s an African proverb, but I’m not sure, that says something similar. It 

goes like this: “The same boiling water that softens the potato hardens the egg.” Y’all heard that before? I 

can’t speak for that proverb, but the idea behind Spurgeon’s proverb about the sun is that human beings are 

unpredictable. Sometimes they respond one way. Sometimes they respond the complete opposite way! And to 

the same stimulus! The same cause (the sun, the boiling water) can bring about two completely different effects. 

“The same sun with melts wax hardens clay.”    

Well if I could summarize our passage for you today in one sentence it would be this. For some, Christ 

Jesus is the rock of salvation; for others, Christ Jesus is the rock of stumbling. He is the rock of salvation for 

some, and the rock of stumbling for others. The question this morning for you is “which one is he for you?” Is 

he the Rock of salvation? Or is he the rock of stumbling? 

By the way there’s no question about who the Rock is in this passage. It’s not Dwayne Johnson, by the 

way. You might even have wondered as Liz was reading just now, “Who’s the Rock in verse 33? Who’s the 

stone of stumbling in verse 33? What’s Paul talking about there?” Well, let me clarify that right now. Jesus 

Christ is the Rock in this passage! And the question for you today is “What kind of Rock is Jesus for you?” Is 

he the Rock of salvation? Or is he the Rock of stumbling? What I want to do for you this morning is build an 

argument for why you should trust Christ as the Rock of your Salvation.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

So here we go, Harvest Decatur.  

Let’s look at verse 30 together here.  
30 What shall we say, then?

Here’s another rhetorical question from the Apostle Paul. If your remember from last week, Paul was 

explaining to the Romans why it was that so many Gentiles had embraced Christ and become part of the 

Kingdom of God, and also why so few Jews, like Paul, had embraced Christ. And Paul’s answer in Romans 9 

was that God had predicted this in the OT. And also that God had sovereignly purposed it that way. Paul spent a 

lot of time in Romans 9 talking about God’s sovereignty in salvation. Now Paul is going to transition to the 

human responsibility side of that equation. And he starts by asking… 
30 What shall we say, then?

How should we respond to all this in Romans 9? “Well,” says Paul, “here’s the conclusion…”  
That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who 
pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law.  

Now this is a bit of review, so stay with me here. It’s good to review content. Paul has said already in 

the Book of Romans that salvation is not possible by observing the law. The law will fail us, because we cannot 

fulfill it completely. And besides that, the law’s purpose was never to save us. It was to point out our sin, so that 

we could cry out to God in repentance and faith. That was really easy for the Gentiles in Paul’s day, because 

they weren’t even trying to please god with their righteousness. They weren’t even trying to pursue 

righteousness. They were sinning like crazy. 



But the Jews were struggling with this. Just look at the Pharisees in Jesus’s day. Just look at the rich 

young ruler. When Jesus challenged them and pointed out their sinfulness and their failure to fulfill the law, 

they got enraged. They were clinging to the law like it was going to save them, but the law was meant to expose 

their sin and point them to something better. They just couldn’t get it.1 

I think something similar happens in our day. Sometimes people come to Christ from a really 

sinful background easier than those who come from a “moral, church-going background.” It’s because 

it’s really easy to convince someone who lives a sinful lifestyle that they are a rotten sinner. They get that 

quickly! And they are looking for an alternative to legalism. But other people, who are more moralistic, 

can’t wrap their minds around the fact that they are a rotten sinner too in need of a savior. They like to 

cling to their moralism. They like to cling to their legalism.  

Do y’all remember when Jesus called Matthew the tax collector? The name Matthew, by the way, is 

derived from the Greek μαθητής which means “disciple.” Matthew’s name in the Book of Mark is Levi. That’s 

a good Jewish name. But Levi wasn’t a good Jewish person. He was a tax-collector. And Jesus called him to 

become his disciple. And the Pharisees objected to this: “Why does your teacher eat with sinners and tax-

collectors” (Matt 9:11). And what did Jesus say in response to that? He said, “Those who are well have no need 

of a physician, but those who are sick… For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners” (Matt 9:12-13).  

Now were the Pharisees well? No! Were they sick too? Yes. They were just so arrogant and blinded by 

their self-righteousness, they couldn’t see their need for the Great Physician. But Levi the Tax Collector didn’t 

have any misconceived notions of his own righteousness. He knew he was a sinner and needed Christ. So Levi 

the tax-collector became Matthew. He became a μαθητής (“disciple”). Because Jesus calls the sick, not the 

healthy; the sinners, not the righteous. Paul here is saying the same thing. Gentiles know that they can’t save 

themselves with law-observance. So they skipped that and went straight to grace by faith.  

You know, I remember when I first started traveling abroad being shocked in some places by the 

prevalence of cellphones. When I first when to the Czech Republic, I met all these people even kids that 

had cellphones, and I didn’t even have a cellphone. And then when I went to Africa, everyone had 

cellphones. And I’ve heard that in some countries, the switch to cell-phones was really easy, because they 

didn’t have the landline infrastructure that we had in the U.S. So they just went right to cell-towers, 

while we Americans were still trying to figure out how to adapt to cellphones with our outdated 

infrastructure and technology. Well what Paul is saying here is that the Gentiles just went right to 

cellphones. They didn’t even bother trying to get a landline first. They skipped the law, and went right to 

faith. But the Jews in Paul’s day were getting hung up on their antiquated, Christ-defying approach to salvation 

through the law.2   

Paul says,    
Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a 
law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law.  

Now look at verse 32. 
32 Why? Because they did not pursue it [the law] by faith,  

If they would have pursued the law by faith, it would have led them to Christ. But they didn’t pursue it 

by faith. They pursued it… look at verse 32.  
… as if it were based on works.   

Why aren’t the Jews getting saved as readily as the Gentiles? It’s because their works are getting in the 

way of their faith.3 They aren’t trusting Christ, they are trusting themselves! They are trusting in their own 

works, instead of Christ’s work on the cross!  

                                                 
1 John Chrysostom says, “There is only one righteousness, which finds its fulfillment in Christ.… Even someone who has failed to keep the law properly will be 

righteous if he has Christ … but the man who does not have Christ is a stranger to the law as well” [HOMILIES ON ROMANS 17 quoted Gerald Bray, ed., Romans 
(Revised), Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1998), 263]. 
2 The Reformer Johannes Oecolampadius said it this way: “The water of grace always flows in valleys of humility and turns away from mountains of pride. Therefore, 

because the Gentiles did not consider themselves as righteous, they accepted Christ—nevertheless by the mercy of God alone! For they did not have anything by which 
they should have merited that grace. But the Jews trusted in their many works and were sent away empty” [In epistolam ad Rhomanos, 82r. quoted in Philip D. W. Krey 

et al., eds., Romans 9–16: New Testament, vol. VIII, Reformation Commentary on Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: IVP Academic, 2016), 54]. 
3 Everett F. Harrison and Donald A. Hagner, “Romans,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Romans–Galatians (Revised Edition), ed. Tremper Longman III & 
Garland, David E., vol. 11 (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008), 158: “The paradox is stunning: the people who did not have the law attain through Christ the 

righteousness of the law, while the people who had the law fail to achieve its goal.” 



Tony Evans gives a great illustration about this. It’s an illustration about sweet tea. Any of you 

sweet tea drinkers out there will get this right away. Evans says he never understands why people order 

unsweet iced tea at a restaurant and then try to add the sugar at the table. He says, “you can’t do that. It 

doesn’t work.” He’s right. It’s impossible. Once the tea is cold, the sugar just sinks down to the bottom 

and the stays there. And it doesn’t matter how much you stir up your drink and try to get the sugar up 

from the bottom, it inevitably just sinks back to the bottom and leaves your tea unsweet. What you’ve got 

to do is add the sugar while the tea is hot. Then add the ice. That’s the only way to fully dissolve the sugar 

into the tea.        
Evans says, “Many of you are trying to make it to God’s heaven by stirring up your own 

righteousness. You are stirring as hard as you can—got to live right today, got to do better today, got to 

go to church today, got to give money today. And you stir and you stir, and it’s still not sweet. You’ve 

stirred your life the best you can, but stuff is still settling at the bottom, and it’s just not blending in. The 

righteousness Jesus Christ offers is the end of your stirring. He’ll make you into sweet tea. He is the end 

of the law to everyone who believes because he’s already fulfilled the law for you and put his Spirit into 

you.”4 

Listen Christ Jesus offers us a righteousness that is not our own. It’s an imputed righteousness. 

And it’s a humbling righteousness. Because you’ve got to get to a place where you say, “I can’t do this on 

my own. I can’t work this up in myself. I’m a rotten lowly sinner, and my own righteousness is as filthy 

rags. And I need help. I need Jesus.” That’s a hard thing for us Americans to say sometimes. “I need 

help. I’m weak. I can’t do this on my own.” “I need the Rock, Jesus Christ.” Have you said that before, 

Harvest Decatur? Have you reached the end of yourself and your own striving, and said, “I can’t save 

myself. I need Jesus.”    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Speaking of “the Rock,” look at the middle of verse 32. Paul says,  
They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 

Who’s the “They” in verse 32? Do you know? Make sure when you read the Bible and do your own 

personal Bible study that you always identify the pronouns. Pronouns are really important.  

 So who are the “they” in verse 32? Well this “they” is the same as the previous “they” in verse 31. And 

the referent to those pronouns is the noun in verse 30, “Israel” or “the Israelites.” So let me put “the Israelites” 

in place of that pronoun. 
[The Israelites] have stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as it is written, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offense; and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”   

 So here’s what God says through the prophet Isaiah in the OT. God says, “Behold I’m putting a stone in 

Zion.” The Cornerstone! The foundation of all that God plans to build. The “Keystone” as people sometimes 

call it.5 Pennsylvania is called the “Keystone State” because that’s where it all began (“The Declaration of 

Independence” – 1776 and “The Constitutional Convention” – 1787) in Philadelphia. That’s where our 

country got started.  
God says, “Behold I’m laying a ‘Keystone’ in Zion.” Now Zion is not Philadelphia. Zion is another 

name for Jerusalem. Isaiah prophesied seven hundred years before Jesus was incarnated that God would put a 

Rock in Jerusalem that would be a “rock of offense” for some, but whoever believes in that rock, he will be a 

rock of salvation.6 “Whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  

So we have this Rock, this stone. Not a physical or literal rock. Paul is speaking in metaphor here. And 

Paul says this Rock causes some people to stumble. People who are stumbling around in the dark will trip over 

this Rock. It will be according to this quote from Isaiah a “rock of offense.” That Greek word for offense there 

                                                 
4 Tony Evans, Sermon: “How to Be Right With God,” Romans 10:1-13, April 23, 2000. Quoted in the blogpost at J.D. Greear Ministries “How God Makes You Into 

Sweet Tea,” October 9, 2019: https://jdgreear.com/how-god-makes-you-into-sweet-tea/  
5 Douglas J. Moo, The Epistle to the Romans, NICOT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996), 628. 
6 F. F. Bruce, Romans: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 6, Tyndale New Testament Commentaries (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1985), 198 rightly 

links the rock of Isaiah and Paul to the Rock in Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in Daniel 2:1-49. That rock was cut from a mountain by no human hand, and it smashed 

Nebuchadnezzar’s image and became a mountain that filled the earth. This is a picture of Christ who destroys the kingdoms of this world and sets up an eternal 
kingdom. The early Christian writer Ambrosiaster asserted the same when he said, “There are many passages of Scripture where Christ is portrayed as a rock or a stone. 

The prophet Daniel calls him a stone which detaches itself without hands from the mountain, hitting and threatening all the kingdoms and filling the whole earth. This 

clearly refers to Christ. And in the law the rock from which the waters flowed is called Christ, as the apostle Paul himself testifies. And the apostle Peter says to the 
Jews: ‘This is the stone which the builders rejected’” [quoted in Gerald Bray, ed., Romans (Revised), Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (Downers Grove, IL: 

InterVarsity Press, 1998), 260].       

https://jdgreear.com/how-god-makes-you-into-sweet-tea/


is the world σκάνδαλον. We get our English word scandalize from this Greek word. Some people are 

scandalized by this Rock. Others put their trust in it. Believe it. And those who believe in it will never be put to 

shame.7 Let me ask you Harvest Decatur, Who is that Rock?  

 By the way, notice the bad grammar in the ESV Bible. If you have an ESV Bible notice how Paul says 

in verse 33 that there is this stumbling stone and this rock of offense, and then he says, “whoever believes in 

him” in the next statement. How can a Rock be a “him”? You can’t call an ‘it’ a ‘him.’” Unless it’s obvious to 

the ESV translators, and it’s obvious to us too, that the Rock is a him. It’s Christ. And some people trust in 

Christ. And some people reject Christ.8 Some people build their house on that Rock. Some people build their 

house on the sand. And that’s the way it is. The same sun that melts the wax hardens the clay.  

Do you remember what Simeon said when he saw the Baby Jesus? He said to Mary, “Behold, this child 

is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel” (Luke 2:34). Isn’t that what every mama wants to hear 

said about her baby? “Your baby will bad for some people, lady.” That’s what that old man said about Jesus. 

He will be a rock of salvation to some, but a rock of stumbling to others.    

 You know for some of you right now, you just need to be okay with this. You need to just accept 

this. Because you see people reject Christ and you think to yourself, “Maybe they don’t understand or 

maybe I didn’t share the gospel right or maybe they just need to read another book on the topic or maybe 

they just need to go to church more.” And the truth is… No, they get it. They understand what you are 

saying. They just don’t believe. They just don’t put their faith in Christ. To them, Christ is a rock of 

stumbling not a rock of salvation.      

Go ahead and write this down as #2 in your notes. Why trust Christ as the rock of your salvation? 

Well first because he gives you a righteousness not your own. And secondly… 

 When I was a kid, I went with my parents to this concert in Austin, Texas, with a singer-

songwriter named Michael Card. And I remember being really moved by this humble guy who would 

play the piano and sing passionately. He didn’t look like a singer-songwriter. He looked like an 

accountant. He was kind of nerdy looking. And I wasn’t impressed with his image as an artist. But I was 

impressed with his passion.  

 And he sang this song that I recognized on the radio called “Scandalon.” And it went like this:     
“The seers and the prophets had foretold it long ago 
That the long "Awaited One" would make men stumble 
But they were lookin’ for a king to conquer and to kill 
Who'd have ever thought He'd be so meek and humble 
He will be the Truth that will offend them one and all 
A stone that makes men stumble and a rock that makes them fall 
And many will be broken so that He can make them whole 
And many will be crushed and lose their own soul.” 

 I remember hearing him singing that song and thinking to myself, “What in the world is he 

signing about? Whatever it is he’s really passionate about it?” You know I wasn’t Pastor Tony back then. 

I was just a dorky Christian kid. And I knew enough to know that he was singing about Jesus. Michael 

Card preached the gospel at that concert, so I knew it had something to do with Jesus. But I didn’t know 

what “A stone that makes men stumble and a rock that makes them fall” means. I didn’t know what 

Scandalon means. Or what the Scandalon was. Now I know. He was singing about Romans 9. He was 

singing about Jesus, this Rock that is salvation for some but a stumbling block to others.    

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Look at Chapter 10 with me. Paul says this chapter 10, verse 1. He says,  
1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them  

                                                 
7 Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, 2nd Edition, BECNT (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2018), 527-8: “God is the one who appointed the stone over which the Jews would fall and 

be scandalized. The disbelief of the Jews, then, is placed under the umbrella of God’s sovereignty without any intimation that their responsibility for unbelief is 

lessened.”  
8 Harrison and Hagner, “Romans,” 158: “The Lord himself, provided as a foundation stone, was actually to become for Israel a stumbling stone. This became especially 

true with respect to his cross (1 Co 1:23).” 



Who’s the “them” here? Paul’s talking about the Jews again. Remember Paul’s statement at the 

beginning of chapter 9. Paul is heartbroken that so many Israelites are rejecting Christ. He has great sorrow and 

unceasing anguish in his heart over this matter (9:2).9  
1 Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for [the Israelites] is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have 
a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.   

Here’s the point of verse 2. Zeal for God is good. Zeal without knowledge is bad. Everyone got that? 

Zeal is good. Zeal for the wrong things is bad. Conviction is good. Confidence is good. Zeal is good. But if you 

have zeal for the wrong things, if you have a zeal for Muhammad, that’s not good. Or if you have a zeal for 

communism, that’s not good. Or even if you have a zeal for one of the American political parties (Republican or 

Democrat!) that they are somehow going to create some great American utopia, that zeal is not good.  

Let me offer you something else, something better, to be zealous about. Write this down as #3 in 

your notes. Christ gives you a righteousness not your own. Christ gives you a right and sure foundation. 

Some of you may have heard this last week about the Muslim attack on three French Catholics in 

Nice, France. All three of the individuals were killed with a knife. One of the victims, a sixty year old 

woman was virtually beheaded by the attacker according to reports.10 That’s an instance of zeal for 

religion. It’s just zeal without knowledge.  

I heard this last week that there is actually a ballot initiative in the state of Washington that wants 

to mandate comprehensive sex education for all public schoolers, starting in kindergarten with explicit 

conversations about sexuality and sexual behavior to start in fourth grade. Supporters for that initiative 

say that, “since kids are getting sex ed from the internet anyway, they might as well learn it in the 

classroom.”11 If you’ve been following the sexual revolution in this country and the all-pervasive LGBT 

agenda, you will find quickly in that revolution a zeal without knowledge.  

And to that you might say, “Oh pastor Tony, that’s not the same as what Paul’s talking about in 

Romans. Paul is talking about religious zeal without knowledge.” Yeah, maybe you’re right. But I’m not 

so sure that there isn’t a religious component to the LGBT world. I think that the sexually revolutionaries 

bow down to the gods of Venus and Aphrodite. I’m not so sure it isn’t a religious kind of zeal.  

I heard Rod Dreher this last week talking about his new book Live not by Lies. And he was talking 

about this conversation he had with a server from California. And this server was trying to argue with 

him about the goodness of Communism, and how it was a good system and a good idea. And Dreher 

asked her, “Well what about the Gulags?” And she said, “What are Gulags?” That, ladies and gentlemen, 

is zeal without knowledge.  
And granted, the issue with the Jewish people in Paul’s day wasn’t a zeal for communism. It wasn’t a 

zeal for sin. It was zeal for something good. It was zeal for God. Paul says that in verse 2. But that zeal was off-

target. It was motivated by something wicked. It was motived by this evil desire to justify yourself before God 

in your own power and by your own action.  

And Paul knows all about that. Paul had that zeal. Paul says in the Book of Philippians, “I myself have 

reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have 

more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as 

to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless” (3:4-

6). Paul was the Michael Jordan of Judaism. And yet he would say right after that. “But whatever gain I had, I 

counted as loss for the sake of Christ” (3:7). He had zeal for God, but he didn’t have knowledge of God’s plan. 

He didn’t have Christ.  

                                                 
9 It is interesting here that Paul prays to God for the Israelites even though he steadfastly affirms God’s sovereign purposes in election in Romans 9. Obviously God’s 

sovereignty shouldn’t negatively affect our motivation for prayer. It would be fatalistic (and unbiblical!) to conclude that God has already predetermined everything in 
our world so we should pray or entreat him for the salvation of others. Tom Schreiner connects Paul’s actions here to Daniel in the OT. Even though God had predicted 

that Israel would be returned from captivity in seventy years (Jer 25:11-12; 29:10), Daniel still fervently prayed that God would release Israel from exile (Dan 9:1-19). 

See Schreiner, Romans, BECNT, 530: “The idea was foreign to Paul and Daniel that one could abjure prayer since God had already predicted what would occur. God’s 
promises provide the encouragement and stimulus for prayer… Divine sovereignty and human responsibility are correlative rather than antithetical.” See also Moo, 

Romans, NICOT, 631-2.     
10 BBC News, “Nice attack: Grief and anger in France after church stabbings”: https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54745251  
11 Read the Breakpoint Commentary (Colson Center ) by John Stonestreet and Maria Baer called “The Ballot Initiatives of 2020: A Way for Christians to Love their 

Neighbors,” October 8, 2020: https://breakpoint.org/the-ballot-initiatives-of-2020/   

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-54745251
https://breakpoint.org/the-ballot-initiatives-of-2020/


Paul says in Philippians 3:8-9, “Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in 

order that I may gain Christ.” You know what Paul is saying there. He’s saying God redeemed his zeal. God put 

his zeal in the right place. God gave him a passion and a fervor for the right thing. He has zeal with knowledge 

now. 

You know what I’ve been praying for this last week, Harvest Decatur? Do you know what I’m 

praying for us as a church right now? “O God! Give us zeal with knowledge. Give us zeal for the right 

things. And protect us from zeal for the wrong things.” “Give us zeal for the things that you are zealous 

for, God. Give us zeal for the gospel. Give us zeal for the church. Give us zeal for Jesus. Give us zeal for 

the Scriptures. I don’t want to grow cold and apathetic as I get older in Christ.” You know what I fear as 

I get older? Can I be honest with you, church? I don’t fear ignorance. Maybe I should, but I don’t. I 

don’t fear that I won’t know the truth or that I will forget the truth. I know the truth. You know what I 

fear? I fear apathy. I fear dullness. I fear passivity and coldness and defeatism. God help us with that.   

 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Paul says in verse 2, 

2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God,  

Paul bears witness to this, because that was him. That was him before Christ got ahold of him. 

2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge.   

That word for “knowledge” there is the Greek ἐπίγνωσις. And Paul isn’t talking about head-knowledge 

or book-knowledge. He’s talking about revealed knowledge---the knowledge of God’s plan of salvation.12  

And Paul says in verse 3, 

3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God,  

They are ignorant of God’s righteousness in two ways. 1) They don’t acknowledge that they can’t 

achieve it in their own power, and 2) they don’t turn to Christ to supply that righteousness. 

3 For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God’s 
righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.   

Go ahead and write this down as #4 in your notes.

Now let’s talk about verse 4, because this is an amazing statement right here. “For Christ is the end of 

the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.” That sounds great. But what does that mean? “What does 

it mean that Christ is the end of the law, Pastor Tony?” Well the Greek word is τέλος here. What does it 

mean that Christ is the τέλος of the law?  

Let me give you two options here:  

1) Does it mean that Christ is “end” meaning the “termination” of the law? In other words, the law doesn’t 

apply to us anymore! It doesn’t have power over us anymore! You know like this is the τέλος of the sermon. It’s 

about to be over! Pastor Tony is about to wrap it up, and then we can all go to Culver’s.  

2) Or does τέλος mean that Christ is the “goal” of the law. That’s another way to translate the word τέλος. 

Christ is the “culmination” of the law?13 Christ has culminated or fulfilled the law!  

What do y’all think? Come on, let’s have interpretation by voting here. How many of you think it means 

that τέλος means the “termination” of the law? How many of you think τέλος means the “goal” or 

“culmination” of the law? How many of you think it’s both?  

I actually think it could mean both.14  But I’m more inclined to the second view. I see Paul saying here 

that Christ is the “culmination” of the law to everyone who believes. He fulfills it. He completes it. Not that the 

law isn’t important anymore for believers. It is important. But we recognize that the law has been fulfilled by 

Christ, and we realize that our fulfillment isn’t accomplished by obedience to the law, it’s accomplished by our 

faith in Christ. Jesus said himself, “I have not come to abolish the law but to fulfill it” (Matt 5:17). That’s how 

Christ is the end of the law. He fulfills it.  

And here’s the reason why this is so important. Robert Mounce says it this way: “Righteousness 

comes by faith and faith alone. God does not allow himself to be put in debt to people and their best 

                                                 
12 See Moo, Romans, NICOT, 632n12: “This word connotes a practical as opposed to a theoretical knowledge.” 
13 Grant R. Osborne, Romans: Verse by Verse (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2018), 307: “In Christ the law has not disappeared but become part of his being. Christ 
embodies the law in himself, and to follow Christ is to keep the law in its entirety.” 
14 Schreiner, Romans, BECNT, 532 also argues that τέλος indicates both “goal” and “end.”   



efforts.”15 We don’t bring faith and works to God for salvation. We just bring Christ. Because Christ is the end 

of the law. He’s the fulfillment of the law. Like the old hymn says, “Nothing in my hand I bring; simply to 

thy cross I cling.” Mounce says, “The only thing God requires of people is that they not persist in trying 

to earn what they can only receive as a totally free gift.”16 That is what it means that Christ is the end of the 

Law. Christ is the τέλος of the law.  

And here’s the beauty of trusting Christ, the Rock, for you salvation. Here’s the good that comes from 

that. Here it is. When you trust Christ as The Rock of your Salvation, he   

1) … gives you righteousness not your own (9:30-32a)  

2) … gives you a right and sure foundation (9:32b-33)   

3) … gives you zeal with knowledge (10:1-2)  

4) … gives you the end of the law (10:3-4) 

Isn’t that good, Harvest Decatur? Don’t you prefer having Christ as your Rock of Salvation to your Rock 

of Stumbling? I do. Do you trust him as the rock of your salvation?  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Let me close with this. Yesterday was Reformation Day. Did you know that? It was some other 

holiday too, but I forget what the other one is. But for me, October 31st is Reformation Day. Because 503 

years ago, the great reformer, Martin Luther, affixed his “95 Theses” on the door of the Castle Church in 

Wittenberg, Germany, thereby (unwittingly at the time!) launching the Protestant Reformation.  

Well Martin Luther’s great beef with the Catholic Church at that time was that they had 

corrupted the doctrine of justification by faith alone that was so clearly articulated by Paul in the book of 

Romans. The church had, in Luther’s mind, made salvation a weird and unbiblical mixture of faith and 

works. To use Tony Evans’s analogy, they were trying to add sugar to unsweet tea and stir it in. Luther 

knew that. In fact one of Martin Luther’s last quotes as this: “We are beggars, that is true.” Rumor has it 

that this statement was found in his clothes written on a piece of paper after he died: “We are beggars, 

that is true.” What in the world did Luther mean by that?  

Well I think he meant that we are completely dependent on God for everything we have in this 

life. The gospel is the message that God gives salvation to beggars. We offer him nothing. And we have 

nothing with which to pay him back.”17 Martin Luther was aware even at the end of his life that when it 

came to salvation, he was a beggar. He was utterly and totally dependent on God’s grace.18 I’ve heard it 

said before that Christian evangelism is “one beggar telling another beggar where he found bread.”19 

That’s the nature of salvation. That’s the nature of the gospel. That’s the nature of our faith. We are 

beggars totally dependent on Christ, totally dependent on the Rock of our Salvation. For some he’s the 

rock of stumbling. For us, he’s the Rock of Salvation. Amen. 
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16 Ibid, 208. 
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