
  
 

Questions for further application of God’s Word: 
 

GO DEEPER 
Why was it easier for Gentiles to turn to Christ in Paul’s day rather than Jews? 
What were the Jews trying to trust in instead of Christ? Why is obedience to the 
law insufficient for salvation?  
 
Explain the metaphor of Jesus as the rock (Rom 9:32-33). For some, Jesus is the 
rock (foundation) of their salvation. For others Jesus is a stumbling stone. How is 
Jesus a stumbling stone to some? How was he a rock of offense to Jews in Paul’s 
day? How is he a rock of offense in our own day?   
 
GET PERSONAL 
What did zeal without knowledge look like in Paul’s day? What does it look like 
in our day? Give some examples. Is it possible to have knowledge without zeal? 
Would you describe your Christian life as zealous? Would you describe yourself 
as knowledgeable about the things of God (i.e. biblically informed)?  
 
Some people might say that they sincerely believe something, but their faith is 
not informed by biblical knowledge. Let’s say for example that someone you 
know believes that all people become angels after they die. They believe this 
with great passion and sincerity. How do you help a person see that his or her 
faith commitments need to be more than just sincere and fervent?  
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Paul said, “my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them [the Jews] is that they 
may be saved.” Who are you praying for right now that they may be saved? Did 
Paul only pray for others to be saved, or was he also boldly sharing the gospel? 
Who are you boldly sharing the gospel with in your life?   
 
ADVANCED QUESTIONS FOR DEEPER STUDY  
Paul addresses the sufficiency of grace and faith and the insufficiency of law and 
works in Romans 9:30-10:4. But he has already addressed these issues in the 
book of Romans. Why does he bring them up again in Romans 9:30-10:4? How 
are they part of Paul’s larger argument regarding sovereignty in Romans 9?  
 
Paul says in 10:1 that he prays to God for Israelites to be saved. Why would Paul 
pray for people when he just argued the centrality of divine sovereignty in 
Romans 9? Should a biblical understanding of divine sovereignty nullify the 
practice of prayer? Why or why not? How does Paul connect divine sovereignty 
with human responsibility in Romans 9 and 10?  


