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The Great Escape 
Exodus 14:1-31 

 

Introduction: Amen. Well go ahead and be seated, Harvest Decatur. And let’s take our Bibles and 

turn to the book of Exodus, chapter 14. We’re continuing our series this morning, “A New Look at the Old 

Testament.” And for the first two messages in this series, we’ve looked at the book of Genesis, the first 

book of the OT. Today, I want to direct our attention to the second book of the OT, the book of Exodus. 

And this book is appropriately titled. It’s a book about the Israelites exiting the nation of Egypt and 

escaping the bondage of slavery and returning to the Promised Land of Canaan. 

And when you talk about formative moments in Israel’s history, there is no more important 

moment in their history than the Exodus. When Moses and the other prophets of the OT talked about 

God, they would describe God as Yahweh, the God who brought the Israelites out of slavery in the land 

of Egypt (e.g. Exod 20:2; Lev 19:36; Num 15:41; Deut 5:6; 2 Kings 17:36; Amos 3:1; Mic 6:4).1 They 

wouldn’t point to the God who created the universe including Adam and Eve, although that was true. 

They wouldn’t talk about the God who destroyed the Tower of Babel and created diverse people groups 

and languages all around the world—although that was true too. When the prophets of the OT would 

remind the Israelites who God was and what God had done for them, inevitably they would refer to the 

Exodus, this grand event in their history. And the climactic event in the Exodus was Exodus 14 and the 

great crossing of the Red Sea.  

In his commentary on the book of Exodus, Phil Ryken says the following: “Anyone who knows 

anything about the Bible knows that the children of Israel passed through the sea. This miracle has been 

acclaimed by composers like George Frideric Handel, actors like Charlton Heston, preachers like Martin 

Luther King, Jr., writers like Leon Uris, cartoonists like Charles Schulz, animators like Walt Disney, and 

even singers like Bob Marley: ‘Send us another brother Moses! From across the Red Sea … come to 

break down ’pression, rule inequality, wipe away transgression, set the captives free.”2 Who of us hasn’t 

seen Charlton Heston saying to Yul Brynner, “Let my people go”? This is one of the great moments in 

human history, folks—the Exodus. And it has a lasting impact upon how we view our faith as NT 

Christians. I’ll show you that before we are done.   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

So let’s look at Exodus 14 together, Harvest Decatur. Write this down as #1 in your notes. The first thing 

that happens in Exodus 14 is this…
1. God picks a fight with his enemy (14:1-4) 

Moses tells us in verse 1, 
1 Then the LORD said to Moses, 2 “Tell the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the 
sea, in front of Baal-zephon;3 you shall encamp facing it, by the sea. 3 For Pharaoh will say of the people of Israel, ‘They are 

                                                 
1 Alec Motyer, The Message of Exodus: The Days of Our Pilgrimage, ed. Alec Motyer and Derek Tidball, The Bible Speaks Today 

(Nottingham, England: Inter-Varsity Press, 2005), 159: “With about twenty-five separate references to it, we can reasonably say that 

the crossing of the Red Sea remained vivid in Old Testament memory.” See also the following video where Andrew Wilson explains 

“How the Exodus Shapes the Whole Bible”: https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-the-exodus-shapes-the-whole-bible/  
2 Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2005), 389. 
3 Douglas K. Stuart, Exodus, vol. 2, NAC (Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2006), 328: “None of the locations mentioned in v. 2 can 

be identified with certainty today.” Because of this, there is much debate about where exactly the Israelites were when they crossed 

the “Red Sea” or more precisely the “Sea of Reeds.” For an analysis of the three main views in evangelical scholarship, see Duane A. 

Garrett, A Commentary on Exodus, Kregel Exegetical Library (Grand Rapids: Kregel Academic, 2014), 104-35. For a popular level 

exploration of this topic that favors a crossing of the Gulf of Aqaba, see Timothy Mahoney’s miniseries “The Red Sea Miracle”: 

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/482698.  

https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-the-exodus-shapes-the-whole-bible/
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/482698


wandering in the land; the wilderness has shut them in.’ 4 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get 
glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD.”4 And they did so. 

Now a little historical context here. Joseph at the end of the book of Genesis invited his entire family, 

including his father and his brothers, to live in Egypt. And Israel came and made a home there. But several 

generations after Joseph died, the Israelites were enslaved by the people of Egypt (cf. Exod 1:8-14). In fact they 

were enslaved for approximately 400 years (cf. Gen 15:13; Acts 7:6).5 And they grew to a great nation in that 

time. 

And God used a man named Moses, an Israelite who was raised by Egyptian royalty, to lead the 

Israelites out of Egypt back to the Promised Land. And when I say God picks a fight with his enemy, you need 

to know that this fight dates back to ten plagues in Egypt that devastated the Egyptian Empire and embarrassed 

the proud Pharaoh (cf. Exod 7:14-12:36). God unleashed these plagues to show Egypt and the Israelites who 

the real God of the Universe was. And it wasn’t any of the gods of the Egyptians! So when God says in verse 4,  
and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD. 
This is something God has already started. And God is looking for a climactic coup de grâce that will finish off 

the Egyptians and will sink a memory down deep in the Israelites’ collective conscience, so that they will 

remember it for centuries.6 “We are the people that God saved from Egyptian slavery!” 

 And also God raises the stakes here too. Look again at verse 2.  
2 “Tell the people of Israel to turn back and encamp in front of Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, in front of Baal-zephon; you 
shall encamp facing it, by the sea. 

You see the Israelites were outside of Egypt by this point. They were headed to Mt. Sinai. And for 

whatever reason, God tells them to go back and encamp in front of the sea.7 God actually told them to camp 

facing the sea.8 Do y’all see that in verse 2? Just so you know, that is an indefensible position if you have an 

Egyptian army chasing after you.9 If the Egyptian army came after them, they would be totally vulnerable. In 

                                                 
4 Garrett, Exodus, 385: “Perhaps the most remarkable feature of this text is that YHWH says that Egypt would recognize that YHWH 

is God through this miracle. One might have expected that the miracle was for the benefit of Israel. But the point here is not that Egypt 

will be converted and have faith. Rather, it is that they will have to bow in defeat and admit to YHWH’s supremacy.” 
5 This was prophesied in the days of Abraham (Gen 15:13-16). The timing of the Exodus is debated with many conservative scholars 

holding to an early date (c. 1446 BC), while others hold to a late date (c. 1270 BC). I hold to an early date for the Exodus and 

approximate the time of Abraham to be around 2000 BC. See the “Bible Hub” timeline for a general chronology: 

https://biblehub.com/timeline/old.htm    
6 Motyer, The Message of Exodus, 160: “Who had the right to claim ownership of Israel—the enslaving, genocidal king who had long 

been their master or their divine Lord who had come to Egypt to claim, redeem and deliver them?” 
7 R. Alan Cole, Exodus: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 2, TOTC (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1973), 126: “Turn back 

should mean a reversal of direction. Perhaps it means a sudden swing to the south, instead of a direct march eastwards. In any case, the 

Egyptians would interpret it as failure to find the direct route to Canaan.” Motyer, The Message of Exodus, 178: “The command to 

turn back was accompanied by precise instructions so that they were left in no doubt where to retreat to, but their obedience led them 

straight into a life-threatening trap (14:9). They could have been forgiven if the thought came to them that the Lord had gone back on 

his promises (6:6, 8), his work of deliverance (3:8) and the love and care that he professed to have for his people.” 
8 There is continual debate about where exactly the Israelites are at this point in the narrative. The traditional view is that they were 

backed against the Red Sea, namely the Gulf of Suez. A better view is that they were backed up against Lake Ballah, a body of water 

no longer extant, in the northwest portion of the Nile Delta [see James Hoffmeier, Israel in Egypt (Oxford University Press, 1999)]. 

An even better view is that they were backed up against Gulf of Aqaba (the Red Sea) on the opposite side of the Sinai Peninsula. I’m 

inclined to see this last option as the best option, and to place Mt. Sinai on the Arabian Peninsula in ancient Midian. This is the same 

Midian where Moses fled after leaving Egypt, only to return later after encountering Yahweh in the burning bush on Mt. Sinai (cf. 

Exod 2:15ff). The arguments for each of these views is complex and hotly debated. But all conservative scholars agree that God 

purposely and vulnerably placed the Israelites next to a body of water in order to deliver them miraculously. Stuart, Exodus, 330: 

“[F]rom the point of view of the value of the narrative to the reader, the ability to pinpoint sites on a map is not of major importance. 

What matters is the effect on Pharaoh that God was creating by leading the people on a seemingly erratic course: once again Pharaoh 

was being duped into a situation of humiliation, enticed to act in a manner that he thought would advantage himself and Egypt but 

would in fact further demonstrate his own and Egypt’s impotency in the face of the awesome power of the only true God.”  
9 Garrett, Exodus, 384: “If Etham [see Ex 13:20] is at the northeast corner of the Gulf of Aqaba, the logical thing for Israel to have 

done (if they were heading toward Mt. Sinai in the Arabian Peninsula) was to round the northern shore of the gulf and head south into 

the Arabian Peninsula. Instead, they are told to turn back and encamp on the west side of the gulf with the gulf itself to their backs. 

This was a doubly strange thing to do. First, it took them in the wrong direction, and second, it placed them in a terrible tactical 

situation, entrapped against the sea and easily pinned down by a military force. But this, the text tells us, is precisely what YHWH 

intended, as the plan was to entice the Egyptians to abandon all caution and to press their military advantage against Israel. Tactically, 

Israel’s situation was terrible, but God would fight for them and save them.” 

https://biblehub.com/timeline/old.htm


the words of OT scholar, Christopher Wright, they would be, “trapped between the devil and the deep blue 

Sea.”10 There would nowhere to run, and nowhere to hide. Why would God have them do that?11 Stay tuned 

and we’ll see.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Go ahead and write this down as #2 in your notes. Not only does God pick a fight with his enemy, but he 

also tests the mettle of his followers.  
2. God tests the mettle of his followers (14:5-12)  

Look at verse 5 with me. Here’s what’s going on in Egypt.  
5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled,12 the mind of Pharaoh and his servants was changed toward the people, 

and they said, “What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us?” 

Panic starts to set in on the Egyptians after they realize that they’ve lost their slave labor. So what do 

they decide to do? Well look at verse 6.   
6 So he made ready his chariot and took his army with him, 7 and took six hundred chosen chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt 
with officers over all of them.  

Now let me comment here on the chariot. The chariot was the greatest instrument of warfare in the 

ancient world at this time.13 This was like the submarine for the Germans at the beginning WW2. This was 

like the B-29 bomber for the Americans at the end of WW2. If you had chariots, and six hundred of them 

to boot, you’d be like a squadron of tanks fighting against Indians with bows and arrows.  

And just to be clear, how many chariots did the Israelites have? The answer is 600 less than the 

Egyptians. They had none.14 And besides that they had women and children and animals and possessions. This 

was like a group of refugees traveling from country to country taking on a modern military. This was going to 

be a slaughter! Probably Pharaoh wasn’t even going to have to fight them. He was just going to intimidate them 

back to Egypt and back to bondage as slaves.      
8 And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued the people of Israel while the people of Israel were going 
out defiantly. 9 The Egyptians pursued them, all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and his horsemen and his army, and overtook them 
encamped at the sea, by Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon. 

 Those are the same geographical pointers that Moses mentioned earlier in verse 2. Pharaoh has Moses 

and the Israelites trapped with their backs to the sea.15 Duane Garrett says it this way in his commentary: “We 

need to realize that under normal circumstances the Israelites would have been no match for the 

Egyptian chariots. Untrained peasants who only days before had been working as slaves, the Hebrews 

would have scattered like fallen leaves in a storm before a properly executed Egyptian attack.”16 The 

situation could not have been worse for the Israelites.   

 And watch what happens with the Israelites when they see this.  
10 When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they 
feared greatly.  

                                                 
10 Christopher J. H. Wright, Exodus, ed. Tremper Longman III, The Story of God Bible Commentary (Grand Rapids: Zondervan 

Academic, 2021), 267. 
11 Motyer, The Message of Exodus, 181: “The purposeful ways of God is his determination to achieve a total victory over his and his 

people’s foes. This truth is too obvious in Exodus 14 to need elaboration. In 14:2 the Israelites were directed by God to backtrack to a 

precisely specified place. If ever an act of God must have seemed unloving this was it, for all too soon they found that they had 

apparently been led into a trap, which rapidly closed upon them (14:9). And it was their God who had put them there! They were 

helpless, caught in a vice, and when they looked back on that day, they probably said, as we frequently find ourselves saying, ‘We 

didn’t know which way to turn.’ What can the Lord have been thinking about?” 
12 Initially Moses had just told Pharaoh that the Israelites were going away for three days to sacrifice (Exod 5:1-3; 8:27; etc.). But after 

the tenth plague and the installation of the Passover, it was clear that the Israelites were leaving for good. Why else would the people 

of Egypt be giving away their goods to them as they departed (Exod 12:33ff)?   
13 For more historical background to Egypt and Egyptian military tactics see Garrett, Exodus, 388–93. 
14 Many years later Solomon used chariots, but his father David did not. David hamstrung horses, as did Joshua when capturing the 

Promised Land (cf. Josh 11:6, 9; 2 Sam 8:4; 1 Chr 18:4). See Stuart, Exodus, 333. 
15 Ryken, Exodus, 385: “What the Israelites saw was the world’s most powerful army, supported by the world’s most advanced 

military technology—the chariot.” 
16 Garrett, Exodus, 384. 



 They feared greatly! Yeah, and we would too, Harvest Decatur.17 Don’t get all judgmental on the 

Israelites. We would have feared greatly too.18 Does God put us in situations sometimes where we are 

fearful and have to trust in him? Absolutely he does! 
And the people of Israel cried out to the LORD. 11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves in Egypt that you have taken 
us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 

 Ouch! That’s not a nice thing to say to Moses or the LORD! By the way there’s a comical irony in this 

statement. The Israelites are being more than a little sarcastic. Because what is Egypt famous for? The pyramids, 

right? Most of those pyramids were built before Abraham even came to Egypt, let alone Joseph and the 

Israelites. And what are pyramids? They are just huge, impressive graves!19 Of course there are graves in Egypt; 

Egypt is famous for them! So why would Moses bring them out to the wilderness to die there?  
 12 Is not this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to 
serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 

 By the way, that’s not entirely accurate. There’s some revisionist history going on here with these 

Israelites. When Moses first told them he was leading them out of Israel, they said, “Amen, Hallelujah. Let me 

pack my bags!” (cf. Exod 4:29-31). But now, fear gets the best of them and they doubt God and they 

doubt their leader, Moses. That never happens to us, does it? Fear never gets the best of us as Christians, 

does it? 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Now watch this. Watch how Moses leads the people! This is good leadership right here.20 Watch this, 

elders of Harvest Decatur. Look at verse 13. 
13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD,  

 Can I give you a loose modern-day translation of this? Here it is. “Man up, Israelites! Fear not! Stand 

firm. Trust God!” Paul says something similar to us in 1 Corinthians 16:13: “Be watchful, stand firm in the 

faith, act like men, be strong.” 
Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For the Egyptians 
whom you see today, you shall never see again. 14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” 

Now this is where Moses has special revelation regarding his circumstances that no leader in our day 

would be able to imitate. Moses knows that the LORD is going to do something marvelous here and fight for 

the Israelites. And Moses has seen this already in Egypt. How did the Israelites get out of Egypt? Did they fight 

off the Egyptians? No. They just sat back and watched God bring plague after plague after plague upon the 

Egyptians. And they didn’t do squat. Now Moses says confidently, God has brought us this far, he’s got 

something up his sleeve that’ll get us out of this jam. Just be calm and fear not.  
14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”21 

Go ahead and write this down as #3 in your notes: 
3. God supplies salvation to his people (14:13-29) 

So how’s this going to happen? How’s the LORD going to fight for his people? They are trapped 

between the Red Sea and the Egyptian army. They are hopelessly outmaneuvered and outgunned.22 They’ve got 

                                                 
17 Cole, Exodus, TOTC, 127 states astutely that these actions of the Israelites were “very wrong but very human: we recognize 

ourselves again and again in Israel.” 
18 Stuart, Exodus, NAC, 335: “To their credit [the Israelites] at least ‘cried out to the LORD,’ showing that they regarded him as the one 

to save them.” 
19 Wright, Exodus, 268: “Their words are sarcastic at first. Was Egypt lacking in graves that they had to come out to be buried in the 

desert? As any tourist to the sites of ancient Egypt knows, tombs were its specialty in a culture devoted to spending this life preparing 

for the world of the dead.” Also Ryken, Exodus, 386: “What gave their sarcasm its bite, of course, was that there were graves all over 

Egypt—like the Great Pyramids, to give just one example.” Cole, Exodus, TOTC, 127 disagrees. In his opinion this was “a bitter irony, 

in view of the abnormal preoccupation of the Egyptians with tombs… but it is not likely that Israel meant it so. The situation was too 

tense for that.” 
20 John H. Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative: A Biblical-Theological Commentary, ed. Gary Lee (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1992), 270: “The immediate response of the Israelites when they saw the Egyptians was fear and mistrust. Moses, however, stands out 

as a faithful leader, admonishing the people to be courageous and to ‘stand by and see the salvation of the LORD which he will 

accomplish for you today’ (v. 13). Moses here demonstrated the necessity of godly leadership and trust. Throughout the rest of the 

Bible similar examples of godly leadership are men like Joshua, David, Josiah, Ezra, and Nehemiah, and women such as Deborah, 

Ruth, and Esther.” 
21 Motyer, The Message of Exodus, 161n7: “The Lord was acting for his people to the extent that even when the action was in progress 

not even a war cry could be uttered—they just watched in silence what was being done on their behalf.” 



women and children and livestock all around them. What is God going to do to save them? I don’t think any of 

them expected what happened next.  

And I just want to challenge you for a moment to put yourselves into the shoes of the Israelites. Just 

pretend with me that you hadn’t seen “The Ten Commandments” with Charlton Heston twenty times as 

a kid. Just pretend with me that you had never seen “The Prince of Egypt,” or read about the Exodus in 

the Bible or in the Children’s Bibles you read to your kids. Would you ever anticipate what God does next? 

I mean just think about it. If you were one of the Israelites, and Moses told you, “Fear not… The 

LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.” What would you think God would do next? Maybe 

fire from heaven? Maybe he’ll rain down sulfur like Sodom and Gomorrah? Maybe more plagues? 

Maybe the angel of death shows up and just whacks down the enemy? I don’t think any of them could 

have anticipated what God does next. It is absolutely original what God does next.  
Watch what happens. Look at verse 15.  

15 The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me?  

That’s kind of funny, because Moses wasn’t the one crying out, it was the Israelites.23 But God talks to Moses as 

if he represents the people, which he does. He’s the mediator.24 More on that later. 

15 The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to me? Tell the people of Israel to go forward. 16 Lift up your staff, and stretch out your 
hand over the sea and divide it, that the people of Israel may go through the sea on dry ground.  

What! What in the world! I bet Moses and the Israelites didn’t see that coming! So Moses is supposed to 

just stretch out his hand over the sea, and the sea is going to divide in two. In fact, the Hebrew here for divide is 

the word ַקע  which means to “split” or “chop.”25 Moses was supposed to, in effect, karate chop the Red Sea בָּ

in two. I’ll just tell you, that is not how I remember Charlton Heston doing it in “The Ten 

Commandments.” That’s more of a “Chuck Norris move” than a “Charlton Heston move.”  
17 And I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they shall go in after them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, 
his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gotten glory over Pharaoh, his 
chariots, and his horsemen.”  

Notice the repeated use of chariots and horsemen here. Remember this is the equivalent of tanks, submarines, 

and B-29 bombers in the ancient world. So this is God’s way of saying, “the Egyptians and their weapons 

ain’t got nothin’ on me.” That’s why David says in Psalm 20:7, “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, 

but we trust in the name of the LORD our God.” 
19 Then the angel of God who was going before the host of Israel moved and went behind them, and the pillar of cloud moved from 
before them and stood behind them, 20 coming between the host of Egypt and the host of Israel. And there was the cloud and the 
darkness. And it lit up the night without one coming near the other all night.  

So just a little background here. God led the Israelites throughout the wilderness in a pillar of cloud by 

day, and a pillar of fire by night. And now this pillar is going to move behind the Israelites and create a barrier 

between them and the Egyptians. This will prevent the Egyptians from chasing after the Israelites as they cross 

the Red Sea.   
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and made the sea 
dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being a 
wall to them on their right hand and on their left.  

There’s a great moment in the movie “The Prince of Egypt” where this is represented. And a bolt of 

lightning lights up this huge wall of water.26 And you see the imprint of a whale and other sea creatures 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
22 Garrett, Exodus, 387: “At the very darkest moment, when all hope seems lost and following the path of God appears to have been 

hopeless folly, the power of God breaks through from heaven, destroys his enemies, and brings his own people safely to a new shore.” 
23 JEROME: “The word cry in Scripture does not refer to the cry of the voice but to the cry of the heart. In fact, the Lord says to Moses, 

‘Why are you crying out to me?’ when Moses had not muttered any cry at all.” Quoted in Joseph T. Lienhard and Ronnie J. Rombs, 

eds., Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, ACCS (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2001), 73. Perhaps Jerome is correct, but 

I’m more inclined to see God’s comments directed to Moses as Israel’s mediator.  
24 Ryken, Exodus, 390–1: “Probably the best way to understand this is to recognize that as Israel’s prophet, Moses represented the 

people before God. He was their mediator in the covenant. The rebuke that God gave him, therefore, was really meant for all Israel. 

The hour of their salvation had come. This was no time for crying and complaining; it was time to move on.” 
25 Wright, Exodus, 270: “‘Divide the water’ does not quite capture the force of the word, though it certainly describes the result. The 

word baqa‘ means to split, chop, or cleave in two (in vv. 16, 21).” 
26 Cole, Exodus, TOTC, 129 suggests, in light of Psalm 77:16-20, that a thunderstorm was taking place during the crossing of the 

Egyptians. 



behind that wall.27 It’s a great cinematic moment. And I think it captures the grandeur and the awe of 

this moment. The Israelites are crossing the sea on dry ground and a wall of water is on either side of 

them.28 And a pillar of fire is preventing the Egyptians from chasing after them. Let me just say, that if I had 

a time machine and time travel was possible, I would love to have been there for this moment.   
 And now… look at verse 23. 
23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen.  24 And 

in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud29 looked down on the Egyptian forces  

So I assume at this point that the pillar of fire rose like a drawbridge above the Egyptians and let them pass into 

the sea. And now it is above the sea looking down on them… 

and [the LORD] threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25 clogging their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians 
said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.” 

You’d think they would have come to that recognition after the plagues in Egypt. They should have 

thought about this before they decided to chase God’s people into a seabed with a wall of water miraculously 

being held back on either sides of them! 

 26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their 
chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal course when 
the morning appeared. And as the Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into the midst of the sea. 28 The waters 
returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea, not one of them 
remained. 29 But the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and 
on their left.   

By the way, God takes a parting shot here at the god of the Egyptians, the sun god, Ra. Moses says that 

when “the morning appeared” this happened in verse 27. The sun is rising. This would be the time for the sun 

god to come to the rescue of the Egyptians. But Ra is not a true god.30 Yahweh is the true God, and he shows 

his power over Egypt, over Pharaoh, over the sun, over creation, over the waters. And not only do the Israelites 

testify that God fights for Israel, but the Egyptians just before death declare that the LORD fights for Israel. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

And what do the Israelites do next? What happens next on the other side of the Red Sea? Well in 

chapter 15, the Israelites do something that we do every Sunday. They break out in song.31 They sing praises to 

Yahweh. “Hallelujah, praise the LORD.” “The horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea” (Ex 15:1). But 

even before they do that, here’s what they do—look at 14:30. 
30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.  

By the way, it was incredibly ironic that the Egyptians died by drowning in the Red Sea, because the book of 

Exodus opens with Pharaoh trying to drown the children of Israel in the Nile River.32  
31 Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD 
and in his servant Moses.  

                                                 
27 Stuart, Exodus, NAC, 342: “The term used for ‘wall’ here, ḥōmāh, connotes a very large wall—not a small stone wall or retaining 

wall but always a massively large (usually a city) wall, towering above the Israelites, who marched on dry land with walls of water on 

either side of them.” 
28 One of the reasons that I believe this to be the Gulf of Aqaba is because of this description of a “wall of water.” The Hebrew “wall” 

indicates a large wall (see previous note). This indicates a large body of water not a shallow lake. Even the Hebrew yam (“sea”) 

indicates a large body of water. Also Solomon’s fleet of ships was at the Gulf of Aqaba, and this is referred to as the Red Sea or more 

technically “the Sea of Reeds” (Yam Suph, cf. 1 King 9:26) [see Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative, 269]. Additionally, when 

Paul refers to Mt. Sinai in Galatians 4:24-25, he says that this is on the Arabian Peninsula not the Sinai Peninsula. Which body of 

water must one cross to get to a Mt. Sinai on the Arabian Peninsula, which is also historic Midian? The answer is the Gulf of Aqaba. 

See the comments in Garrett, Exodus, 131-5. 
29 The pillar of cloud/fire, like other OT theophanies, is sometimes described as “the angel of the LORD” and then sometimes as the 

LORD himself. This is common with theophanies (e.g. the burning bush of Exod 3:1-22). Angel of the LORD is ambiguous (“angel” 

in Hebrew means “messenger”) and may indicate an OT christophany as well as a theophany. So Ryken, Exodus, 394: “Some 

Christians conclude that the person both in the bush and in the cloud was the pre-incarnate Son of God. God the Son is very God of 

very God; he is also God’s messenger of salvation. So perhaps the glorious cloud represented the second person of the Trinity.” 
30 Ryken, Exodus, 396: “It is ironic that the Egyptians were defeated at daybreak because that is when their sun god was supposedly 

rising in the east. But Ra could not save them.” 
31 For the differences in details between Exodus 14 (narrative) and Exodus 15 (poetry), see Sailhamer, The Pentateuch as Narrative, 

270–1. 
32 Ryken, Exodus, 396. 



Write this down as #4 in your notes. 1) God picks a fight with his enemy, 2) God tests the mettle of 

his people, 3) God supplies salvation to his people, and then fourthly…  

4. God’s people believe in the God of their salvation (14:30-31) 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Now, let’s think this through a little bit as NT Christians. What do we do with this NT passage? Should 

we expect God to part the waters for us the next time we walk to Lake Decatur? No. And neither should we 

offer up our children as literal sacrifices to the Lord after reading Genesis 22. I hope none of you did that this 

last week. I kept waiting for George to tell us to do that last Sunday, but he thankfully never did.   

You see there are some passages in Scripture that are descriptive, and there are some passages that are 

prescriptive. When God says “Thou shalt not commit adultery,” that’s prescriptive for us. When God tells 

Moses to split the Red Sea so the Israelites can walk through it, that’s descriptive.  

But that doesn’t mean that God doesn’t have something to teach us here. Paul says that “All Scripture is 

breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 

that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Tim 3:16-17). So let’s talk about the 2 

Timothy 3:16-17 implications of Exodus 14. I’ll give you three.  

Three “2 Timothy 3:16-17” applications for NT Christians:   

1) Salvation is from the LORD  
 Question: Why did the Lord take the Israelites out to the middle of the wilderness and put them in an 

incredibly vulnerable place with a sea in front of them and the Egyptians threatening them from behind?33 

Answer: Because God wanted the Israelites to know, when he saved them, that he, and he alone, was 

responsible for saving them. And God didn’t just do it for the Israelites. He also did it for the pagan Egyptians. 

Look at verse 4. 
’ 4 And I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them, and I will get glory over Pharaoh and all his host, and the Egypt ians 
shall know that I am the LORD.” 

 You know what we learn in the NT as well. Salvation is not about how smart you are, how clever 

you are, or how spiritually-minded you are. Salvation is completely and utterly an act of God’s grace. 

And you get zero glory and honor for your own salvation. I get zero glory and honor for my own 

salvation or even your salvation, if I lead you to Christ. Salvation is from the LORD. It’s his work. And 

he gets the praise for it! So we need to do like the Israelites do in Exodus 15. We need to get the 

tambourine and get the instruments out and start worshipping the LORD, because he deserves the praise 

for our salvation, not us.34 

 2) Salvation is by faith not works 

 Several years ago I heard a sermon at a Gospel Coalition conference that absolutely floored me. It 

was a message by Tim Keller on this passage, Exodus 14. And at the time, I was studying OT at Trinity, 

and also I was preaching here at Harvest. And that sermon totally unlocked the deeper meaning of this 

passage for me. And Keller said in that message, that he had a similar experience at age 23 when he was a 

young Christian. He was listening to the British Bible scholar Alec Motyer at a conference sponsored by 

R.C. Sproul. And Sproul said to Motyer, “Tell us about the connection between the Old and New 

Testaments.” And Motyer replied something like this: “Think about it. Think of what an Israelite would 

say on the way to Canaan after passing through the Red Sea. If you asked an Israelite, ‘Who are you?’ he 

might reply, ‘I was in a foreign land under the sentence of death and in bondage, but I took shelter under 

                                                 
33 Garrett, Exodus, 388: “When YHWH took Israel back to the west side of the Yam Suph, it must have seemed that he and Moses did 

not know what they were doing. And yet God always had events under control, and things turned out as he intended. The point is that 

the path of obedience can itself seem like a kind of folly, but it is the folly of the cross, in which the weakness and stupidity of God is 

stronger and wiser than earthly power or common sense (1 Cor. 1:19–30).” 
34 Ryken, Exodus, 384: “God wanted to gain this glory at Pharaoh’s expense. He said, ‘I will gain glory for myself through Pharaoh 

and all his army’ (Exod. 14:4b). If this strategy seems familiar, it is because God used it again when he sent his Son to the cross. To 

Satan it must have seemed like Jesus had no idea what he was doing. He was God the Son; yet he allowed himself to be handed over 

to sinful men, who stripped him, beat him, and crucified him. On the cross he was so vulnerable that Satan thought he had the strategic 

advantage, and he pressed it to the death. But of course this was his fatal mistake, because the whole thing was a ruse. The cross was 

not a defeat for Jesus but a victory. By making atonement he was able to gain eternal victory over sin, death, and Satan. Thus the Bible 

says that ‘having disarmed the powers and authorities, he [Jesus] made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross’ 

(Col. 2:15).” 



the blood of the lamb. And our mediator led us out, and we crossed over. Now we’re on our way to the 

Promised Land, though we’re not there yet. But he has given us his law to make us a community, and he 

has given us a tabernacle because we must live by grace and forgiveness. And he is present in our midst, 

and he will stay with us until we arrive home.’” Then Motyer added, “That’s exactly what a Christian 

says—almost word for word.”35 
Even Paul said in 1 Corinthians 10, “For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers 

were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 

sea36 … Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did.” And there’s 

certainly a way for us to interpret this passage moralistically. Don’t complain like the Israelites in the 

wilderness. Don’t defy your leaders, like the Israelites defied Moses. That’s appropriate here. But the 

bigger thing that God is communicating to us through his Word is that we are utterly helpless to save 

ourselves. We’ve got to put our faith in God.37 We’ve got to lean on the power that he gives.  

And the best illustration of that is in the text, in verses 13-14. 
13 And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today.” 

That sentence right there is awfully close to Ephesians 2:8-9. “For by grace you have been saved 

through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may 

boast.” The Israelites got saved, just like we did… by doing nothing! By putting their faith in the God of 

the Universe!  
Charles Spurgeon, writing on this passage, says the following: “I dare say you will think it a very 

easy thing to stand still, but it is one of the postures which a Christian soldier learns not without years of 

teaching. I find that marching and quick marching are much easier to God’s warriors than standing still. 

It is, perhaps, the first thing we learn in the drill of human armies, but it is one of the most difficult to 

learn under the Captain of our salvation. The apostle seems to hint at this difficulty when he says, ‘Stand 

fast, and having done all, still stand’ [Eph 6:13]. To stand at ease in the midst of tribulation, shows a 

veteran spirit, long experience, and much grace.”38  
By the way that word for “salvation” in verse 13 in Hebrew is the word ה   .ְיׁשּועָּ

“Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today.” 

It’s no coincidences that our Savior’s name was Yeshua or as we say it in English, “Jesus.”  

And then Moses says in verse 14, 
14 The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent. 

“Just do nothing,” says Moses. “You want to be saved, Israelites? You want to get out of this jam? 

Don’t pick up a sword. Don’t run away. Don’t talk yourself out of this situation. You just be quiet and let 

God do the saving. You just stand still!” What does that sound like, Harvest Decatur? Doesn’t that sound like 

the NT principle of salvation? Doesn’t that sound like the book of Romans?  

3) Salvation has a mediator 
It’s so fascinating how this passage ends in verse 31. Moses says, “and they believed in the LORD and 

in his servant Moses.”39 Why did they believe in the Lord and in Moses? Here’s why. Because Moses was their 

                                                 
35 Tim Keller, “Getting Out,” at The Gospel Coalition’s 2011 National Conference: 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/conference_media/getting-out/. Also see the article on the same subject entitled, “Get Out! Tim 

Keller on the Exodus Story,” 06-18-2019: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/get-out-keller-exodus/. 
36 Cole, Exodus, 129–30: “Perhaps something of this enters into the Christian thought of baptism as symbolizing death as well as life 

(Rom. 6:1–4). No doubt it is this aspect of finality that gave to the miracle at the Sea of Reeds its position as prime symbol of 

salvation in the Old Testament (Isa. 51:9–11).” Cole is not alone in this analysis. See also the comments of the church fathers Gregory 

of Nyssa, Augustine, and Ambrose in Lienhard and Rombs, eds., Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, ACCS, 76 
37 Wright, Exodus, 270: “Yahweh, alone among all the alleged gods of the nations, is the God who saves, and the exodus becomes 

forever a constituent part of what salvation means within the whole Bible story. The story of God is the story of salvation, centered on 

the One whose name means ‘Yahweh is salvation,’ and here is what that looks like: deliverance from slavery and certain death, 

announced by faith, and received as a gift through trust and obedience. That is biblical salvation, as provided by God and seen by his 

people.” Also Stuart, Exodus, NAC, 337: “[Exodus 14] is looked back upon by many future Scripture authors as a moment of supreme 

demonstration of the power of God displayed for the benefit of those who place their faith in him.” 
38 C. H. Spurgeon, “Direction in Dilemma,” in The Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit Sermons, vol. 9 (London: Passmore & Alabaster, 

1863), 654. Quoted in Ryken, Exodus, 388. Also quoted by Keller in his sermon “Getting Out.” 
39 Stuart, Exodus, NAC, 346: “Not only does this verse thus identify the point of the story of the deliverance at the sea for all 

generations (all should learn from it that the Lord can be trusted to deliver his people, no matter what their plight) but adumbrates the 

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/conference_media/getting-out/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/get-out-keller-exodus/


mediator. They were terrified to come to God directly, so they came through a mediator. And by the way, that 

was no picnic for Moses.   
Why does God say to Moses in verse 15, “Why do you cry to me?” Moses didn’t cry out to God. The 

Israelites cried out to God. That’s clear from verse 10. But Moses was their mediator. And this wasn’t the only 

time that this happened. Moses later interceded for the Israelites and told God to kill him and not the Israelites 

(cf. Exod 32:32). He offered himself as atonement for the Israelites. Now God didn’t take Moses up on that 

offer, but Moses did say in Deuteronomy 18:15, “The LORD your God will raise up a prophet like me from 

among you…it is to him you shall listen.”  

And Jesus, that true and better Moses, not only offered up himself as atonement for sinners, but actually 

died as a sacrifice for sinners. We saw last week that Jesus is the true and better Isaac, the one and only son that 

was truly offered up on Mount Moriah for our sins. We see today that Jesus was the true and better Moses who 

suffered as our mediator so that we might cross over from death to life. Blogger Whitney Woollard says it this 

way: “Whereas Moses was sent to deliver the nation of Israel out of physical slavery in Egypt, Jesus was 

sent to deliver people from all nations out of spiritual slavery to sin in their hearts… Whereas Moses only 

spoke the words he received from God, Jesus came as the very Word of God… Whereas Moses came as a 

recipient of the Law, Jesus came to fulfill the Law… Whereas Moses’ face shone with the reflection of the 

heavenly glory he had seen, Jesus’ shone like the sun with His own divine glory… Whereas Moses 

mediated temporarily between God and man by the Law, Jesus mediates eternally between God and man 

by the shedding of His own blood.”40 

I know it says here that I have three applications for the NT believer. Honestly I only have one. 

It’s the same application I try to bring to every sermon I preach. Put your faith in Christ. You can’t save 

yourself, Harvest. Only Jesus can save you. Only he can help you to crossover from death to life. Believe 

in him.  

Bow with me in a word of prayer and then we can take communion together.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                     
New Testament emphasis on salvation by faith. What was important for Israel was not merely that they were safe and the Egyptians 

were not; what mattered was that faith saves, and God had shown them how faith in him could pay off to their lasting benefit. They 

were still new to good theology.” 
40 Whitney Woollard, “The Prophet Greater than Moses,” 05-04-2016: https://transformedblog.westernseminary.edu/2016/05/04/7355/   

https://transformedblog.westernseminary.edu/2016/05/04/7355/

