
 

 

 

 

 

Questions for further application of God’s Word: 
 
GO DEEPER 
Familiarize yourself with the book of Ecclesiastes. Who wrote this book? Where is it 
found in the OT (i.e. what is the genre of the book)? What are its main themes? 
Access a Study Bible (e.g. see the options available at www.esv.org) or a reputable 
online source to help you answer this question. A good overview of Ecclesiastes is 
also given here:  
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/course/ecclesiastes/#overview 
 
Read Ecclesiastes 1:1-2. Why does Solomon call himself “the preacher”? Who is he 
preaching to? What is he preaching? Why would Solomon start the book of 
Ecclesiastes by saying “all is vanity” (1:2)? Should we view our lives and our work in 
this world as vain or futile? In what ways does your life feel vain and futile? How 
does Christ turn vanity into victory?  
 
GET PERSONAL 
List a few things that you know about the Book of Ecclesiastes. Have you ever read 
through this book? If so, how many times? Are there any passages or phrases from 
the book that you have memorized? Can you summarize the essence of the book? 
How does the message of the book relate to the message of the NT? What does this 
book teach us about God, human nature, salvation, and the gospel?  
 
What is your immediate reaction to the words of Ecclesiastes 1:2? Does that 
statement intrigue you? Upset you? Frustrate you? How does it influence your 
relationship with God, your Creator?  
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Read the book of Ecclesiastes in one sitting. This should take you less than an hour. 
You could also have the book read to you. See the following professional recording: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nTU0XEzJtWQ  
How does this book humble you and/or discourage you? How does this book 
encourage you? After reading through the book, write down one or two principles to 
apply into your life. How is the end of the book, Ecclesiastes 12:13-14, key to 
understanding the message of the book as a whole? Pray through your principles 
and ask God to help you to apply them! 
 
ADVANCED QUESTION 
Watch the following Bible Project video on Ecclesiastes:  
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/wisdom-ecclesiastes/   
Does this framing of the Biblical text help you to understand the overall message of 
Ecclesiastes? How is the message of Ecclesiastes different, but also complementary, 
to the message of Proverbs? Watch the complementary video on Proverbs to help 
you answer that question:  
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/wisdom-proverbs/  
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