
 

 

 

Questions for further application of God’s Word: 
 
GO DEEPER 
Read Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:11. Now read 1 Kings 3:1-15 and 11:1-8. How does 
Solomon’s life narrative help us understand the message of Ecclesiastes?   
 
In Ecclesiastes 1:12-2:11, Solomon uses the metaphor “chasing the wind” (ESV: 
“striving after wind”) several times. What does that expression mean? Why does 
Solomon refer to so many valuable activities in our lives (e.g. work, searching for 
wisdom, laughter) as “chasing the wind”? 
 
Read Ecclesiastes 1:15. Connect this statement to Genesis 3. In what ways is our 
world crooked and unfixable? What is it lacking? Will our world always be crooked 
and unfixable?  
   
GET PERSONAL 
Read Ecclesiastes 1:18. Have you found Solomon’s observation in that verse to be 
true in your own life? If so, how? Is ignorance bliss? 
 
Have you ever tried to derive meaning in your life from intellectualism, hedonism, or 
materialism? If so, share your experience. Does the Bible tell us to reject intellectual 
pursuits? What about pleasure or material wealth? How might a Christian redeem 
these pursuits as a follower of Christ Jesus?  
 
What is the purpose of life? Solomon does a good job of telling us how to not find 
the purpose of life. How do we find it? What Scriptures in the NT speak to this? Read 
or listen to the following “Ask Pastor John” episode to help you answer this 
question: https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/what-is-the-meaning-of-life   
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Have you ever submitted everything you own and everything you possess to the 
LORD? Read Romans 12:1-2 and consider what it means to be a “living sacrifice” for 
Jesus. How might your possessions be used as a sacrifice for Jesus? How might your 
talents and abilities be used as a sacrifice for Jesus? After a time of prayerful 
surrender, sing the following song “All I Am” as a prayer to the LORD: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SXBr5W27pao    
 
ADVANCED QUESTION 

Use a Bible concordance to look up all the occurrences of “wisdom” (Hebrew: ָחְכָמה 

// hochma) in the Book of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. How is this word used similarly 
and dissimilarly in the two books? Consider the following quote by Phil Ryken: “The 
Hebrew word for wisdom (hochma) is a broad term. [In Ecclesiastes 1] it refers to 
what human beings can learn about the world without any special revelation from 
God.” After seeing its usage in Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, do you agree or disagree 
with this statement?  
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