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Death Throes 
Ecclesiastes 2:12-26 

 

Introduction: Amen, well let’s turn in our Bibles to the Book of Ecclesiastes. Ecclesiastes 2:12-26. I 

heard in a podcast this last week, that one of the great inventors and visionaries of our lifetime died ten 

years ago this week. The founder of Apple Computers, Steve Jobs, died on October 5, 2011 at the young 

age of 56. When I was a kid, I thought 56 was old. Now I think 56… that’s pretty young. And if you know 

anything about Steve Jobs you know that he was a driven man who sometimes made other people crazy 

with his driven-ness. And part of that was Jobs’ philosophy of life and death. Here’s a quote from him 

that I heard this last week. Jobs said, “Death is the destination we all share. No one has ever escaped it. 

Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone else’s life.”1  

Now there is wisdom in that statement. And for today’s message from Ecclesiastes, I’m going to 

affirm some of what Jobs says here. Actually Solomon is going to affirm this. But I’m also going to 

debunk some things that he says here. Because there are two errors in this statement. One error is 

implicit and one error is explicit. I’m going to wait till the end to address the explicit error. But the 

implicit error is this: “Life is short. Death is coming. So work on something you love, so that you don’t 

waste it.” The implicit error in that is addressed by Solomon, and it’s this. Even if you do something 

great in your life, it’s not going to matter. Death will swallow you up and nobody will remember you. It’s 

a very “cheery” message.  

What Solomon does in this passage is he takes all the cheery optimism that people try to motivate 

themselves with and he says, “It’s all bunk. Death makes everything we do here futile.” I mean Solomon 

even disagrees here with what he wrote in Proverbs. The old man Solomon says in this passage that all 

that positive and uplifting stuff I wrote in Proverbs isn’t really going to matter anyway because death is 

coming for you. Death will render your life’s work moot. So, “take that Steve Jobs. Take that, young 

Solomon. Take that prosperity preacher with your power of positive thinking.” Is there any hope for us 

in light of what Solomon writes here? Should we even try in life in light of what Solomon writes here? Yes, 

we should. But the only way you’re going to find hope is to look beyond this world that is “under the 

sun.”   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

But before we do that, let’s first debunk Steve Jobs a little bit. Write this down as #1 in your notes. 

I’m calling this message today “Death Throes,” and I want to give you four statements about death from 

Ecclesiastes 2:12-26. Here’s the first. 

1. Death is inevitable for humans (2:12-14)2 

Solomon says in verse 12, 
12 So I turned to consider wisdom and madness and folly. For what can the man do who comes after the king?3 Only what has already 

been done.  

If you remember from last week, Solomon said that he had seen it all, done it all, experienced it all, and 

it didn’t satisfy him.4 He had “been there—done that—got the t-shirt.” He was the wisest man. He was the 

                                                 
1 Quoted in “The World and Everything In It,” Podcast, 10-04-21: https://wng.org/podcasts/the-world-and-everything-in-it-october-4-2021-1633316385  
2 This pericope could be split into two sections dealing with the temporality of wisdom (2:12-17) and work (2:18-26). Tremper Longman, The Book of Ecclesiastes, 

NICOT (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998), 107: “Meaning may not be found in either wisdom or hard work, two areas highly prized by the traditional wisdom teachers 

of Israel.”  
3 Michael V. Fox, Ecclesiastes, JPS (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society, 2004), 15: “Koheleth wonders what kind of man will succeed him and have control of his 

earnings… The answer comes in 2:18–19: his successor, who is as likely to be foolish as wise.” 
4 Edward M. Curtis, Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs, ed. Mark L. Strauss and John H. Walton, Teach the Text Commentary Series (Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 2013), 
21: “Qoheleth claims that his search has been done in a thorough and comprehensive way, and he is confident that those who later pursue these questions cannot surpass 

what he has already done.” 

https://wng.org/podcasts/the-world-and-everything-in-it-october-4-2021-1633316385


richest man. He was the most successful man. He was the most self-indulgent man. And it had left him empty 

and unsatisfied.5 
 And the idea here in verse 12 is that you won’t outdo Solomon. You can’t outdo Solomon, and what 

has “already been done.” So don’t even try.  

Solomon says in verse 13, 
13 Then I saw that there is more gain in wisdom than in folly, as there is more gain in light than in darkness. 14 The wise person has his 
eyes in his head, but the fool walks in darkness.  

In other words it’s better to be smart than be stupid.6 It’s better to walk in the light than in the darkness. 

It’s better to not be a fool.7 Which is true, but be careful now. Don’t “amen” Solomon too loudly here! 

Because Solomon is setting you up.8 He’s stringing you along, so he can set a trap for you! 
13 Then I saw that there is more gain in wisdom than in folly, as there is more gain in light than in darkness.  

“Yeah, yeah! Three cheers for wisdom. Down with folly. Down with ignorance!”   
14 The wise person has his eyes in his head, but the fool walks in darkness.  

“Yeah, yeah! Education is the key to success. Down with ignorance!”  
And yet I perceived that the same event happens to all of them.  

Uh! What? What “event” is he talking about that “happens to all of them”?9 He doesn’t really say here, 

he’s still stringing you along. But he states it clearly in verse 16. Look at the end of that verse. Solomon says, 

“How the wise dies just like the fool!” In other words, you can’t out-wise your impending death. You can’t 

outsmart the Grim Reaper! The fool and the wise man share the same fate, and there’s no avoiding it.10 

How’s that for a cruel irony! The pauper and the prince both end up six feet under. The wise man and the fool 

share the same destiny. The Grim Reaper is an equal opportunity reaper. He doesn’t discriminate!11 

You know last week I spent some time with Hang and Kanade in D.C., and we went to the 

Arlington National Cemetery together. It was a really good experience for me. And I’ll be honest with 

you, I have a bit of a fascination with cemeteries. I hope that doesn’t creep you out. But the Arlington 

National Cemetery is an amazing place. 400,000 Americans, mostly soldiers, are buried there right in the 

heart of our nation’s capital. And what’s amazing is how indistinguishable everyone’s grave site is there. 

Sure there’s the burial site for JFK and others, but they are just as dead and buried as everyone else. The 

four-star General is buried next to the private. The Supreme Court Justice is buried next to some no-

name clerk or soldier. And in some places, the civil war section for instance, the burial stones are 

identical. That’s the fate that awaits all of us. Death is the great equalizer; it’s inevitable for all of us  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Go ahead and write this down as #2 in your notes. Death is inevitable for us, and also…  

2. Death is the great leveller of humanity (2:15-17)12 

Solomon says in verse 15,  
15 Then I said in my heart, “What happens to the fool will happen to me also. Why then have I been so very wise?” And I said in my 
heart that this also is vanity.  

You know Sanja’s dad had this neighbor who would come visit him from time to time. And he was 

a very intelligent and well-educated man. He spoke like seven languages and had published extensively in 

                                                 
5
 AMBROSE: “We arise each day to eat and drink; yet no one is filled so that he does not hunger and thirst after a short time. Daily we seek profit, and to greed there is 

set no limit. ‘The eye will not be satisfied with seeing, nor the ear with hearing.’ He that loves silver will not be satisfied with silver. There is no limit to toil, and there 

is no profit in abundance.” Quoted in J. Robert Wright, ed., Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, ACCS (Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2005), 216. 
6 Wisdom over Folly is a consistent theme in Proverbs 1-9. Craig G. Bartholomew, Ecclesiastes, BCOT (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2009), 140. 
7 Longman, Ecclesiastes, NICOT, 97: “Wise people walk around with a clear head in a (supposedly) well-lit room. Fools walk around as if blind. The analogy is to life. 

Wise people can ‘get on’ with the world, but the fool keeps stumbling over obstacles.” 
8 Duane A. Garrett, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, vol. 14, NAC (Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1993), 294 doesn’t see this as a set-up or a foil. 

He sees it as a truism—a temporary affirmation of what Solomon wrote in Proverbs, because “the wise know where they are going, even if they only know they are 

heading for trouble. They therefore can avoid some disasters and be prepared for others. Fools, however, are always surprised by events that befall them… The wise 
man can see death coming and contemplate it. This is better than the mindless tumble into death taken by the fool, but he can do nothing to stop it. Both the wise and the 

fools are equal heirs of human mortality described in Gen 3.” 
9 The Hebrew word ִמְקֶרה (mikreh) can mean “event” or “fate” or “destiny.” Michael A. Eaton, Ecclesiastes: An Introduction and Commentary, vol. 18, TOTC 
(Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1983), 82 states that this Hebrew word simply implies “something that happens” as exemplified in the book of Ruth: “In Ruth 2, 

the Moabitess ‘happens’ to come to Boaz’s field, an event unplanned and unexpected, as emphasized in the Hebrew of v. 3…  yet Naomi blesses God for what 

happened (v. 20), and the overall thrust of the book of Ruth is that the event was far from the arbitrary whim of chance.” Fox, Ecclesiastes, JPS, 16: “In Ecclesiastes, 
mikreh always refers to the universal fate of death.” 
10 Eaton, Ecclesiastes, TOTC, 82: “As a cure for the ultimate problem of life, wisdom is useless; both the wise man and the fool succumb to death.” 
11 Fox, Ecclesiastes, JPS, 16 misunderstands this when he writes, “That both the wise and the foolish die is not a failing inherent in wisdom. It is an affront to wisdom. 
The wise deserve better.” 
12 Eaton, Ecclesiastes, TOTC, 83: “The inevitability of death makes the quest for wisdom seem pointless, for death is the great leveller.” 



Croatia. And let me tell you, he was proud of that! He was one of those pompous people that just exuded 

arrogance and egotism. And he died recently. And it kind of shook up Sanja’s dad. Because all of this 

pride and all of this learning couldn’t stay death’s hand. He and his extensive learning went right into the 

coffin and didn’t change his fate one lick.   
16 For of the wise as of the fool there is no enduring remembrance, seeing that in the days to come all will have been long forgotten. 

The Supreme Court Justice is buried next to the clerk. The private is buried next to the general. Death 

doesn’t discriminate. And eventually you are forgotten. And O… 
 How the wise dies just like the fool!  

There it is in verse 16. This is what Solomon has been hinting at for several verses. Now he just says it 

outright. The wise dies just like the fool. Death is the great leveller. Death is the great equalizer in life.13 

You know there’s a great scene in one of my favorite movies. It’s a movie called “Glory” about the 

54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment, the first black regiment that fought in the Civil War. Great 

movie. Great cast: Denzel Washington, Matthew Broderick, and Morgan Freeman. Matthew Broderick 

plays this rich, authoritative white officer. And he’s put in charge of this rag-tag group of black officers, 

some who are runaway slaves. And at the end of the movie, they fight together. They attack Fort Wagner 

in South Carolina. And they all die together. And one of the greatest cinematic moments is captured at 

the end of that movie, as they bury these soldiers in a mass grave. And Matthew’s Broderick’s character, 

Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, is buried right alongside fellow black soldiers from the regiment. It’s a 

powerful scene that shows that even if we live segregated lives as white and black human beings, we have 

a shared destiny. Death is the great leveller in this life.  
There’s another moment in history when the great philosopher Diogenes was looking for King Philip’s 

bones. King Philip was the father of Alexander the Great and the ancient King of Macedonia. And Alexander 

saw Diogenes looking through a large pile of bones. And Alexander asked him, “What are you doing?” And 

Diogenes said, “I am searching for the bones of your father [King] Philip, but I cannot seem to distinguish 

them from the bones of the slaves.”14 

Now this isn’t all bad. This is kind of encouraging for us as Americans. Because we have this 

affirmation in our founding documents that “all men are created equal.” So we like the idea of princes being 

buried with paupers and generals being buried with regular soldier’s. But this is intolerable for King Solomon. 

Look at verse 17.    
17 So I hated life, because what is done under the sun was grievous to me, for all is vanity and a striving after wind.  

King Solomon is frustrated because his kingship won’t mean squat after he’s gone.15 His wisdom will go 

right to the grave with him.16 And everything under the sun is vanity and striving after wind. We’ve seen those 

expressions before, right? “What’s the point of life, what’s the point of living a good life, if everything you 

accomplished goes right into the grave with you?”  

Steve Jobs says, “Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone else’s life.” Solomon says, 

“O Yeah, Steve Jobs. It doesn’t matter if you do. It doesn’t matter if you don’t. Your optimism is 

misplaced because death is coming for all of us and will make all of our accomplishments null and void. 

It’s vanity, Steve Jobs. You’re just chasing the wind! You’re just a Nowhere Man!” 

Remember that song, “Nowhere Man,” by the Beatles.  
He's a real nowhere man 
Sitting in his nowhere land 
Making all his nowhere plans for nobody 

That’s us trying to derive meaning in this life apart from God. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                                 
13 Garrett, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, NAC, 294: “The Teacher pronounces all this to be an illusion. Future generations will no more remember the scholar 
than they will the beggar on the street.” 
14 John Blanchard, Where Do We Go from Here? (Darlington, UK: Evangelical Press, 2008), 4. Quoted in Philip Graham Ryken, Ecclesiastes: Why Everything Matters, 

Preaching the Word (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2010), 63. 
15 “Grievous” (ESV) here is the Hebrew ַרע, which is often translated “evil.” But this word has a wide range of meaning in the OT. Longman, Ecclesiastes, NICOT, 100 

goes too far when he states, “I believe Qohelet here subtly accuses God of moral evil.” 
16 Longman, Ecclesiastes, NICOT, 107 connects the Preacher’s frustration here to the arguments of Job’s three friends who see life as a simple design of cause and 
effect. This is part of the Bible’s retribution theology that is clearly presented in Deuteronomy and Proverbs. He’s frustrated because “the world does not operate in such 

a clear-cut manner.” 



You might say, “Boy, Pastor Tony, this is terrible. This couldn’t get any worse.” Actually it can! 

Write this down as #3 in your notes. Not only is death inevitable… not only is death the great leveller… 

but also…  
3. Death benefits unworthy successors (2:18-21) 

Solomon says in verse 18, 
18 I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who will come after me,  

Okay, this is a new wrinkle in Solomon’s argument. Look at this. What’s he saying here? He saying that 

all my work, all my striving, is vanity, because someday it’ll be given to someone who didn’t work for it.17  
19 and who knows whether he will be wise or a fool? Yet he will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. 
This also is vanity.  

Think about the trust-fund babies out there who waste their parent’s inheritance. Think about the 

lousy kings in human history who have come after good kings. Think about the transformative leaders in 

our world like Winston Churchill. Winston Churchill had one son, named Randolph, who had all of 

Winston Churchill’s foibles, but none of his charm and grace and leadership.18 Think about the Great 

American President, John Adams. He had three sons: Charles, Thomas, and John Quincy.19 Two of those 

sons were fools and died early due to alcoholism. One son was wise—John Quincy Adams, sixth President 

of the United States—and became one of the greatest statesmen in American history.  

Think about Solomon! I mean this is almost autobiographical here. Solomon had a son named 

Rehoboam who was a fool and he blew up the nation of Israel.20 When I was a kid, my pastor used to an OT 

walk-thru with us. And he would always say, “After Solomon, there were two bombs that went off in 

Israel: Jere-bomb and Reho-bomb.” Rehoboam was Solomon’s wicked and foolish son who lost more than 

half of the kingdom of Israel. Ten tribes revolted from the kingdom of David’s sons and started the Northern 

nation of Israel. Two Tribes stayed with Rehoboam and became the Southern nation of Judah. If you read 

through British history and study the monarchs that ruled that island you know that the line of 

succession is a crap-shoot. You never know if the next king or queen is going to be a fool or going to be 

wise. Solomon knew that 3000 years ago.  
18 I hated all my toil in which I toil under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to the man who will come after me, 19 and who knows 
whether he will be wise or a fool? 

Look at verse 20.  
20 So I turned about21 and gave my heart up to despair over all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21 because sometimes a person 

who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill [e.g. Solomon] must leave everything to be enjoyed by someone who did not 
toil for it [e.g. Rehoboam]. This also is vanity and a great evil.  

 I read yesterday about a wealthy Scottish baron who left a significant fortune to his son. And this 

son was fascinated with the Loch Ness monster. And he wasted his father’s entire inheritance building 

submarines and other technology looking for the Loch Ness monster.22  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Death benefits unworthy successors. And if that’s not enough, write this down as #4 in your notes.  
4. Death renders toil as transient (2:22-26) 

Solomon says in verse 22, 

                                                 
17 Eaton, Ecclesiastes, TOTC, 83–84: “The Preacher is neither denying nor affirming an afterlife at this point; he is concerned with wisdom as an aid in a world 

dominated by futility.” 
18 Andrew Roberts, Churchill: Walking with Destiny (Viking Press, 2018) 
19 See the excellent biography of John Quincy Adams by James Traub entitled John Quincy Adams: Militant Spirit (New York: Basic Books, 2016). See David 

McCullough’s excellent biography John Adams (New York: Touchstone, 2001). 
20 Eaton, Ecclesiastes, TOTC, 84 states that “It is doubtful that there is any direct reference to Rehoboam (1 Kgs 11:41–12:24), but he aptly illustrates the point.” But if 
Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes as an older man, perhaps he had an inkling as to how his heir-to-be was going to rule his kingdom. Indeed, Rehoboam was 41 years old 

when his dad died, and he became king (see 1 Kgs 14:21)! According to Longman, Ecclesiastes, NICOT, 103, early Jewish interpreters took “the man” in verse 18 as a 

subtle reference to Rehoboam. Similarly Fox, Ecclesiastes, JPS, 16: “According to Rashi, Solomon’s despair came from foreseeing that his kingdom would fracture in 
the days of his son Rehoboam.”  
21 “So I turned about and gave my heart up to despair” (ESV) is a combination of two Hebrew verbs: 1) ַבב  meaning “despair” (combined י ַאׁש (meaning “turn” and 2 סָ 

with י  meaning “in my heart”). This is not a turn to repentance, but a turn to depression. Longman, Ecclesiastes, NICOT, 103–104 exposes an error in the history  ֶאת־ִלִבִּ֑
of interpretation with this verse: “The early history of interpretation took an interesting detour with this passage. The Septuagint rendered despair with “to renounce” 

(apotaxasthai), and so too the Vulgate (renunciavit). The Septuagint thus opened the way for the faulty view that the repentant Solomon speaks here and renounces his 

former way of life.” Solomon may very well have repented at the end of his life. If he wrote Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 that seems highly probably. But this verse is neutral 
towards that determination.  
22 Curtis, Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs, 25. 



22 What has a man from all the toil and striving of heart with which he toils beneath the sun? 23 For all his days are full of sorrow, and 
his work is a vexation.  

Everyone ready to go to work tomorrow morning?  
Even in the night his heart does not rest. This also is vanity.  

You can’t even get good rest at night, because you’re so worried about work the next day.23 Can anyone 

relate to that? It’s a Genesis 3 world! Work is full of thorns and thistles and even our sleep is negatively 

affected by this.24 Steve Jobs says, “Your time is limited, so don’t waste it living someone else’s life.” 

Solomon says, “even if you do something great. Even if you invent the iPhone and the iPad. Your work on 

this side of eternity is transient. It’s not going to last.” 

You know, it’s funny how Steve Jobs and the Apple community presented the iPhone and the iPad 

as these transcended inventions that would change the world. And they have. But it’s well-documented 

that these inventions have actually made people dumber not smarter. And especially with children, these 

devices can stem creativity and brain development. They cause attention deficiency which makes children 

less innovative and productive. In fact, I read recently that many Apple executives, including Jobs while 

he was alive, don’t allow their children to use the devices that they had spent their whole lives developing, 

because they had a net negative affect on children.25 How’s that for irony? You spend your whole life 

developing something that you don’t want your kids to use, because it’s not good for them.  

I don’t know if Jobs ever acknowledged this before his death. But I do know one “productive member of 

society” who was willing to admit this. I read a quote recently by a man named Leonard Woolf, a British 

publisher and political theorist, and also the husband of Virginia Woolf. He said this about his life and work. “I 

see clearly that I have achieved practically nothing. The world today and the history of the human anthill 

during the past five to seven years would be exactly the same as it is if I had played Ping-Pong instead of 

sitting on committees and writing books and memoranda. I have therefore to make a rather ignominious 

confession that I must have, in a long life, ground through between 150,000 and 200,000 hours of 

perfectly useless work.”26 That sounds like Solomon in Ecclesiastes, doesn’t it? According to Phil Ryken, 

These words are the words of a man [Leonard Woolf] who “wrote more than twenty books on literature, 

politics, and economics. Yet in the end it all seemed useless to him, a complete waste of time.”27  

Look at verse 24. 
24 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the 
hand of God,  

Oh, okay, now God shows up! Solomon is finally ready to reckon with life as God gives it. He’s finally 

ready to add God to the equation. He hasn’t really done that for two whole chapters.28 
24 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the 
hand of God, 25 for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment?  

In other words all good gifts are from God, so enjoy them while you can.29 Because soon and very soon, death 

will bring an end to it.30 This is OT common grace!  
26 For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of 
gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind.  

                                                 
23 Fox, Ecclesiastes, JPS, 18: “The toiler struggles all day, then tosses and turns at night, either obsessed with machinations for amassing wealth or plagued by fears of 
losing it.” 
24 Eaton, Ecclesiastes, TOTC, 82: “[S]leepless nights are a physical side-effect, for the restlessness of the ‘under the sun’ world-view reveals itself even in the night.” 

Longman, Ecclesiastes, NICOT, 105: “People could work hard during the day if they knew that the night would bring respite. But Qohelet understands that rest does 
not come even at night.” 
25 For example, see the New York Times article by Nick Bilton, “Steve Jobs Was a Low-Tech Parent,” 09-10-14: https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/11/fashion/steve-

jobs-apple-was-a-low-tech-parent.html. See also the Business Insider article by Allana Akhtar and Marguerite Ward, “Bill Gates and Steve Jobs raised their kids with 
limited tech — and it should have been a red flag about our own smartphone use,” 05-15-20: https://www.businessinsider.com/screen-time-limits-bill-gates-steve-jobs-

red-flag-2017-10 and the article by Eames Yates, “Here’s why Steve Jobs never let his kids use an iPad,” 03-03-17: https://www.businessinsider.com/heres-why-steve-

jobs-never-let-his-kids-use-ipad-apple-social-media-2017-3. For an evaluation of Social media and its harmful effects on young people and on productivity in general, 
see Cal Newport, Deep Work (Grand Central Publishing, 2016). 
26 Leonard Woolf, quoted in Wireless Age (September/November 1998). Quoted in Ryken, Ecclesiastes, 38–39. 
27 Ryken, Ecclesiastes, 39. 
28 Commenting on verse 24, Fox, Ecclesiastes, JPS, 18 says, “This verse and the others that commend sensual pleasures as the best thing in life (3:12, 22; 5:17; 8:15) 

underwent radical reinterpretation in rabbinic reading. Sensual pleasure was transformed into the joy of Torah and good deeds.” This says more about the Rabbis and 

their reading practices than it does about Solomon’s statement.  
29 Garrett, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, NAC, 296: “Those who belong to God should above all others have a capacity to enjoy life.” 
30 Warren W. Wiersbe, Be Satisfied, “Be” Commentary Series (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1996), 37: “Only that person is prepared to live who is prepared to die.” 

https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/11/fashion/steve-jobs-apple-was-a-low-tech-parent.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/09/11/fashion/steve-jobs-apple-was-a-low-tech-parent.html
https://www.businessinsider.com/screen-time-limits-bill-gates-steve-jobs-red-flag-2017-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/screen-time-limits-bill-gates-steve-jobs-red-flag-2017-10
https://www.businessinsider.com/heres-why-steve-jobs-never-let-his-kids-use-ipad-apple-social-media-2017-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/heres-why-steve-jobs-never-let-his-kids-use-ipad-apple-social-media-2017-3


So, just to be clear, it’s better to be a God-fearer. It’s better to please God. It’s better to not be 

sinful. It’s better to be less sinful than more sinful, but only for a while. God gives wisdom, knowledge, 

and joy to the one who pleases him. And the sinner gets the short end of the stick.31 But even this is short-

lived. It’s all vanity in the end… a chasing after the wind.32   

Why? Because death is coming for you. Because death is the great equalizer. Because death 

doesn’t discriminate between rich or poor, sinner or saint, male or female, foolish or wise. We all end up 

in the same predicament.33 

The French humanist Voltaire said once, “I hate life and yet I am afraid to die!”34 Similarly the 

French atheist and existentialist Jean-Paul Sartre said, “Life has no meaning the moment you lose the illusion 

of being eternal.”35 That’s very French, isn’t it?36 You smoke a cigarette and you utter something 

depressing about the meaninglessness of life. Yet the French novelist Francois Mauriac said once honestly, 

“You can’t imagine the torment of having had nothing out of life, and of having to look forward to 

nothing but death, of feeling that there is no other world beyond this one, that the puzzle will never be 

explained.”37 
The American filmmaker Woody Allen addressed this topic differently. He said, “I don’t want to 

achieve immortality through my work. I want to achieve it by not dying.”38 That’s how we address deep 

topics in America. We deflect the issue of death with humor. Mark Twain said once, “I do not fear death. I 

had been dead for billions and billions of years before I was born, and had not suffered the slightest 

inconvenience from it.”39 Yeah, sure you haven’t, Mark Twain! 

The British author, C.S. Lewis, was a little less sanguine about death than Mark Twain. He wrote the 

following statement about death when he was still an atheist:  

“Come let us curse our Master ere we die,  

For all our hopes in endless ruin lie.  

The good is dead. Let us curse God most High.”40 

The Russian author, Leo Tolstoy, wrote that the following questions brought him to the verge of suicide at age 

50. He asked, “What will come of what I am doing today or tomorrow? What will come of my whole life? 

Why should I live, why wish for anything, or do anything?” … Is there any meaning in my life that the 

inevitable death awaiting me does not destroy?”41 

 You see it doesn’t matter whether you are Russian, French, British, or American—Death is looming. 

Death is un-dodge-able. Death is a pall that hovers over all of us. What are you going to do about it? How are 

you going to reckon with it? You can’t just laugh it off like Woody Allen or Mark Twain. You’ve got to 

reckon with it! So what are you going to do about it?  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                                                 
31 I disagree with Curtis, Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs, 22: “The verse is not about retribution (people reap what they sow).” I think Solomon is referencing Israelite 

retribution theology. He even agrees with it! But in the end it is still rendered hevel and a chasing after the wind (see vs. 26).  
32 Garrett, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs, NAC, 296 over-reads this verse when he says, “this verse does not present God as capricious but does relate to the 
biblical idea of the grace of God. To believe that one’s life is ruled by impersonal fate is intolerable; to believe that life is controlled by a personal God is a comfort.” 

This statement is true and even profound. And this is the kind of statement that Solomon makes later. But it’s not clear that Solomon is stating this at this juncture of his 

book and argument.  
33 Curtis, Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs, 22: “We cannot see past death’s temporal finality, and apart from special revelation we have no way to answer questions 

about what lies beyond the grave.” 
34 Quoted in Wiersbe, Be Satisfied, 38. 
35 Quoted in Ryken, Ecclesiastes, 63. Atheism and existentialism were essential aspect of Sartre’s thinking. The following is a paraphrased quotation from Sartre: “God 

does not exist, and we have to face all the consequences of this. The existentialist is strongly opposed to a certain kind of secular ethics which wants to abolish God with 

the least possible expense. The existentialist indeed thinks it is very distressing that God does not exist, because all possibility of finding any values disappears with 
God. There can be no a priori good since there is no infinite and perfect consciousness to think it. So nowhere is it written that we must be honest. Nowhere is it written 

that we must not lie, because the fact is we are on a plane where there is only us, human beings.” Quoted in Timothy J. Keller, “The Professor’s Disillusionment,” 09-

07-97, The Timothy Keller Sermon Archive (New York City: Redeemer Presbyterian Church, 2013). 
36 Consider a different (eternal!) perspective from the church father, ATHANASIUS: “If the whole earth is not worth the kingdom of heaven, surely he who has left a few 

fields leaves nothing, as it were; even if he has given up a house or much gold, he ought not to boast nor grow weary. Moreover, we should consider that if we do not 

relinquish these things for virtue’s sake, we leave them behind later when we die and often, as Ecclesiastes reminds us, to those to whom we do not wish to leave them. 
Why, then, do we not relinquish them for the sake of virtue, so that we may inherit a kingdom?” Quoted in Wright, ed., Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, ACCS, 

216. 
37 Francois Mauriac, The Knot of Vipers, in A Mauriac Reader (New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 1968), 315. Quoted in Ryken, Ecclesiastes, 64. 
38 Woody Allen, quoted in Steven Pinker, “The Brain: The Mystery of Consciousness,” Time (January 19, 2007), 70. Quoted in Ryken, Ecclesiastes, 63. 
39 Daniel Coenn, Mark Twain: His Words (BookRix GmbH & Co. KG, 2014), Kindle Location 112. 
40 C. S. Lewis, “De Profundis,” in Spirits in Bondage. Quoted in Alan Jacobs, The Narnian (New York: Harper, 2005), 78. 
41 Leo Tolstoy’s A Confession. Quoted in Timothy Keller, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism (New York: Riverhead Books, 2008), 209. The other 

great Russian novelist Dostoyevsky said, “If God didn’t exist, everything would be permissible.”  



Well let me go back for a second to that Steve Jobs quote. Because I’m going to agree with 

something that Jobs says in that quote. But then I’m going to disagree with everything that is in me, as a 

minister of the gospel of Jesus Christ, with something else that he says.  

Here’s what I agree with. Jobs says, “Death is the destination we all share.” Is that true? Yes it is. 

Solomon argues as much right here. Jobs might as well be quoting Ecclesiastes.  

“Death is the destination we all share. No one has ever escaped it. Your time is limited…” Is that 

true? Is our time limited? Yes, it is! That’s not just reinforced in Ecclesiastes; that’s reinforced from the 

rest of the Bible.  

Psalm 103:15-16 – “As for man, his days are like grass; he flourishes like a flower of the field; for the wind 

passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no more.” 

 So yes indeed, life is short, and our time is limited. Yesterday I could have sworn I was 20 years 

old. Wasn’t it just last week my son was born? Now he’s 14 and I’m 43. When did that happen? How’d 

did that happen? I’m another day older and closer to death! 

 So yes, I agree with Steve Jobs. Our time is limited. You know where he’s wrong though? You 

know what I disagree with? Look at that quote again. “Death is the destination we all share. No one has 

ever escaped it...” Hold on now. Read that again. “No one has ever escaped it…” Is that true? Is it true 

that no one has ever escaped death? Here let me ask you something. Of whom is it said: 
Death could not hold You 
The veil tore before You 
You silenced the boast of sin and grave[?] 

Who’s that songwriter talking about?  

 Here, let’s do that again. Of whom is it said, “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death 

shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have 

passed away” (Rev 21:4)? Who’s that passage talking about? Let’s try that again. Of whom is this said, 

“For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death” (1 

Cor 15:25-26)? Who’s that passage talking about?  

Let’s do it one more time. Who said this, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, 

though he die, yet shall he live” (John 11:25)? Who said that? Jesus, right? How’s that old expression go? 

“No matter what question the pastor is asking, the answer is always ‘Jesus.’” Right? 

 Okay let me give you a harder question. Of whom is this said in the Bible? “Behold! I tell you a 

mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 

trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.” Who’s 

that talking about? That’s us, right? The Christians when Christ returns! “For this perishable body must 

put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the 

imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: “Death is 

swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is 

sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ” (1 Cor 15:51-57).42 

Phil Ryken says in his commentary on Ecclesiastes, “Are you afraid of death? Do you hate life? Do 

you ever worry that you will be forgotten? Are you discouraged by the vanity of your existence? Do you 

feel like you have been striving after the wind? Look above the sun to the Son of God. He will raise you 

up from the dead and will protect your life forever.”43  

Listen Harvest Decatur. Jesus Christ gives your life meaning. He makes your work meaningful. 

He does! And he makes your wisdom and your knowledge and your work in this life meaningful.44 He 

gives purpose to your life. He gives purpose to your death. Because death doesn’t have the last word. You 

                                                 
42 Even in the OT, the Psalmist could write, “But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive me” (Ps 49:15). For more on the OT perspective 

on death, Sheol, and afterlife, see Bartholomew, Ecclesiastes, BCOT, 140-3. For a fuller, biblical theological perspective on what happens after we die, read the 

Desiring God article, “Where Do Christians Go When They Die” by Ben C. Dunson, 03-15-21: https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/where-do-christians-go-when-
they-die  
43 Ryken, Ecclesiastes, 66. 
44 Wiersbe, Be Satisfied, 38: “The Christian should “love life” (1 Peter 3:10, quoted from Ps. 34:12ff), seeking to put the most into it and getting the most out of it, to 
the glory of God. We may not enjoy everything in life, or be able to explain everything about life, but that is not important. We live by promises and not by 

explanations, and we know that our “labor is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58).” 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/where-do-christians-go-when-they-die
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/where-do-christians-go-when-they-die


have eternal life in him. Without him, this is all vanity of vanities and chasing the wind. But with him, 

there is life abundant. Put your faith in Jesus Christ. Live for him. Serve him. Find purpose in him.  
 I’ll close with this. I had a lot of quotes in today’s sermon. Some good. Some… not so good. This is 

a good one. One of my favorites from the incomparable D.L. Moody. Moody said once, “Some day you 

will read in the papers that D. L. Moody, of East Northfield, is dead. Don’t you believe a word of it! At 

that moment I shall be more alive than I am now. I shall have gone up higher, that is all; gone out of this 

old clay tenement into a house that is immortal, a body that death cannot touch, that sin cannot taint, a 

body like unto His own glorious body. I was born of the flesh in 1837. I was born of the Spirit in 1856. 

That which is born of the flesh may die. That which is born of the Spirit will live forever.”45 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

                                                 
45 Paul Dwight Moody and Arthur Percy Fitt, The Shorter Life of D. L. Moody: His Life, vol. 1 (Chicago: The Bible Institute Colportage Ass’n, 1900), 9. 


