
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Questions for further application of God’s Word: 
 
GO DEEPER 
Read Ecclesiastes 7:1-12. List the “better than” statements in this passage. 
Which of these “better than” statements are most surprising to you?  
 
How can Solomon say it is better to go to a house of mourning than a house of 
feasting? Is it wrong to feast and celebrate? Is it wrong to laugh? How is 
mourning better than laughter?  
 
Read Ecclesiastes 7:13-14. What does this passage teach us about God’s 
sovereignty? Should we begrudge God for the hard times we’ve endured? 
Should we feel guilty when we enjoy prosperity? Why or why not?    
 
GET PERSONAL 
Solomon says that we should be open to the rebuke of a wise person. The NT 
also teaches that Scripture should be used for reproof (see 2 Tim 3:16-17). Is it 
hard for you to receive a rebuke? Why or why not? When have you needed the 
rebuke of a wise person? 
 
Solomon clearly tells us that there is a time for laughter and a time for mourning 
(see 3:4). Also Solomon teaches us that, “A joyful heart is good medicine, but a 
crushed spirit dries up the bones” (Prov 17:22). How do you pursue and 
encourage joy and laughter in your life? How do you prevent merriment from 
becoming an endless pursuit of foolishness (7:3-4)? 
 
Solomon lists the following dangers in life: disreputableness (7:1), silliness (7:2-
4), unteachable stubbornness (7:5-6), anger (7:8-9), nostalgia (7:10), and control 
(7:13-14). Which of these do you struggle with in your life? How does the Holy 
Spirit work in your life (through Scripture) to change these bad habits and 
mindsets?     
 
PUT IT INTO PRACTICE  
Is death something we should ignore? Is it something we should obsess about? 
How do you make sure that you and your family don’t become anesthetized to 
death in this world? Why is it important for you to regularly consider and come 
to terms with your own mortality?   
 
ADVANCED QUESTION 
Solomon writes in 7:10 that we shouldn’t say, “Why were the former days better 
than these?” Is it ever okay to be nostalgic about the past? Why is remembering 
our past important? What dangers is Solomon helping us to avoid in this 
statement?    


