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| “The Joy of Knowing Christ” | Philippians 3:1-11
 

  
 

1) Joy comes from  ___________________ bad theology   vs 1-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Joy comes from  ___________________  the temptation to be 
my own ________________  vs 4-6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Joy comes from  ___________________  a relationship with 
________________  vs 7-11 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 
 
Go deeper 
In what ways do people search for happiness? What does it mean to 
“rejoice in the Lord”?  
 
Why does joy come from rejecting bad theology? Who was Paul 
specifically warning the Philippian church about? Consider this 
statement: “All I need is Jesus and ____________”. What kinds of things 
do people put in that blank? Why is this kind of thinking dangerous? 
What are you tempted to put in that blank?  
 
What does it mean to “be our own savior”? How was Paul trying to be his 
own savior before conversion? Why was his resumé so impressive from a 
human standpoint? How do people attempt to be their own savior in our 
day and age? How can being the: “good little Christian” be a way of 
trying to earn God’s favor? How has the motive: “To make God Happy” 
driven your behaviors? Why is this unnecessary? How can we still be 
obedient to God, which we are supposed to be, and yet not be driven by 
wrong motives? 
  
Why is it essential to see that Christianity is about a relationship with 
Jesus, not a list of do’s and don’ts? In what ways does this approach 
bring us freedom? What does it mean to know the power of Jesus’ 
resurrection? What does it mean to share in Jesus’ sufferings? Does 
knowing Christianity is about a relationship with God bring you peace? 
Why or why not? What burdens do you unnecessarily put on yourself 
because you’ve forgotten to view your faith in Christ as a relationship? 
What can you do this week to change that? 
 
Get personal 
What areas of your life are restricting you from experiencing joy? How 
can the truth that Christianity is about a relationship with Jesus free you 
to experience more joy in your life?  
 
What kinds of suffering are you currently experiencing? Have you 
considered Christ as a companion in your suffering? How would this 
change the way you face the suffering in your life?  


