
 

 

sermon notes 
 
September 18, 2022  |  Pastor Ryan Jackson, Harvest Decatur  
 

| “A King’s Self-Love” | Esther chapter 1 
  
 
1) Self-love exploits ________________  vs 1-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2) Self-love exploits ________________  vs 9-12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) Self-love exploits ________________  vs 13-22 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Questions for Further Application of God’s Word: 
 
Go deeper 
What is self-love? What clues do we have from the text that king 
Ahasuerus loved himself too much? How does self-love manifest itself in 
our lives? 
 
Why does wealth or possessions sometimes capture the affection of our 
hearts? How can wealth or possessions be exploited? Why do wealth and 
possessions fail to satisfy? What kinds of material things specifically 
capture your heart? How does the Gospel address our hearts’ desire for 
material wealth? 
 
In what ways are people exploited in our day and age? What are some 
reasons people exploit others? How does this damage relationships? 
How have you exploited or tried to manipulate people? How has this 
behavior hurt your relationships? Is there anyone in your life with whom 
you should try to reconcile? 
 
Do you agree with the statement: “everyone has power to some 
degree?” Why or why not? What kind of power do you have? (Note: 
power could also refer to authority, position or talents) How have you 
used your power to get what you want? How can you use your power in 
a God-honoring way? 
 
Get personal 
How has your self-love caused you to turn away or ignore God? How has 
this hurt your relationship with Him? What kinds of things might the Holy 
Spirit want you to give up? What steps could you take this week to do 
that? How can your breakout group pray and hold you accountable? 
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