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Greetings!

We appreciate your interest in Sycamore Presbyterian Church. We invite you to re-
view the following two documents that provide detailed information about our 
church and the position of Senior Pastor we are seeking to fill. 

It is our hope that after reading through the Church Profile and the Pastor Profile 
you will have a good understanding of who we are, how richly God has blessed  
us over the years, and how committed we are to Christ, His Word, and His Church. 
We also hope these documents convey how important it is for us to obey Christ’s 
command of the Great Commission starting within our own neighborhood as well 
as supporting and participating in mission work throughout the world. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us in either of the following 
ways:

•	 Reaching out to Dr. Charles McGowan of McGowan & Associates with 
whom we have partnered to aid us in our search: cmcgowan@mcgowan-
search.com

•	 Reaching out to the Search Committee chair, Denise Maddox, at:  
searchchair@sycamorepres.com  

                   
We are grateful for your participation in our search. We will strive to interact with you 
in absolute confidence, follow-up promptly and keep you abreast of our progress as 
it relates to you, and remain in continuous prayer seeking God’s will throughout this 
process.  

Sincerely, 

The Pastor Search Committee
Sycamore Presbyterian Church
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Who Are We?

Located in the historic village of Midlothian, Virginia, Sycamore offers a vibrant worship 
experience to our community. We practice a traditional order of worship and sing praises 
to the Lord through ancient and modern hymns and songs in a blended style. We are 
intentionally God-centered in all elements of our worship. 

We cultivate and equip our church family for discipleship in head, heart, and hand 
through Sunday school, Bible studies, covenant groups, and active community service 
where we can become the “hands and feet” of Jesus.

We support missionaries abroad and stateside and offer a well-attended ESL program. 
We actively participate in parachurch ministries including The Faith Based Reentry Pro-
gram at State Farm Correctional Complex in Powhatan, Liberation Veteran Services, 
Pregnancy Resource Center, Mercy Mall, Elijah House Academy, Feed-More, Angel Tree, 
Young Life/Capernaum, and Night to Shine. 

Our Mission and Vision are summarized in three essentials:

OUR MISSION AND VISION
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-GOD 

Our Goal: To exalt the Most-High  
God before His people that they  
may reverence His glory, delight in 
His name, and rest in the grace by 
which He redeemed them and made 
them His own.  

This means that we will draw atten-
tion to the Creator rather than the 
created in all that we do. We will 
purpose to be God-focused rather 
than man-focused in our ministries, 
knowing that each person’s greatest 
need is to know God. In so doing, we 
aim to bless all those who worship 
among us by directing their hearts 
and minds to the life altering realities 
found in the Person and work  
of Jesus Christ.         

-LIFE  

Our Goal: To consistently present  
Jesus Christ and Him crucified to 
each person; that they may constant-
ly know His love, be strengthened in 
their faith, and be transformed into 
His likeness.    

This means that we will be diligent 
to offer Christ as the sole foundation 
of our standing before God and the 
only source of the transformation of 
our lives. We will purpose to preserve 
the gospel of Jesus Christ among His 
people, never pointing them to any 
other object for salvation. In so do-
ing, we desire that a Christian’s holy 
obedience to God be derived from 
His gracious acceptance rather than 
from doubt.  
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OUR MISSION AND VISION

-MISSION    

Our Goal: To be faithful to carry out 
the Great Commission, “Go therefore 
and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20, 
ESV 

This means that as recipients of  
His saving grace, we treasure the 
gospel of Jesus Christ and are excited 
to share with others this good news 
of salvation by faith alone, through 
grace alone, in Christ alone.  We  
desire to submit our resources to  
the work of the Holy Spirit to make 
disciples as near as our neighbor-
hoods and as far as the ends of  
the earth. 

 



Early Years

1980:  Sycamore Presbyterian Church 
planted in Midlothian, VA, by Al 
Baker.

1981:  First church services meet at  
Gordon Elementary School.

1982:  Harry Long called to the role of  
Organizing Pastor.

1982:  Steering Committee sets benevo-
lence at 10% of annual budget.

1983:  7 acres of land purchased at the 
end of Coalfield Rd, just down the 
street from Sycamore Square (the 
heart of Midlothian).

1984:  SPC organized as a particular 
church on May 20th.

OUR HISTORY
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Growth  

1989:  Sanctuary and 12 classrooms/offices 
are built on 7-acre property.

1995:  Building Expansion 1  
(9 classrooms/offices).

2003:  Building Expansion 2  
(6 classrooms/offices).

2004:  English as a Second Language (ESL) 
ministry starts.

2005:  Along with West End Presbyterian 
Church, Sycamore sends out SPC 
pastor Andrew Conrad and about 
40 SPC members to plant Spring 
Run Presbyterian Church.

2005:  Session sets 10-year goal to  
increase benevolence to 20% of  
annual budget.

2009:  Sycamore sends out SPC pastor 
Leonard Liu and about 85 SPC 
members to plant Evergreen Com-
munity Church about 20 minutes 
away in Powhatan, VA.

2011:  Sycamore sends out SPC pastor Phil 
Gelston to plant Christ Church of 
Wiesbaden in Wiesbaden, Germany. 

 

Education wing under construction 

In the summer of 1980, church planter Al Baker began meeting with a small group of 
people who were interested in starting a church. Al pastored Sycamore upon his gradua-
tion from Reformed Theological Seminary in the summer of 1981 until winter of 1982.  
At that time, Sycamore’s congregation was meeting at Gordon Elementary School. In 
June 1982, Harry Long came to Sycamore as its second church planter. In 1984, the 
church was particularized and has been led by Pastor Harry Long since then.
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Recent History

2014:  Sycamore starts a worship service in 
Spanish.

2017:  Sycamore benevolence reaches goal 
of 20% of annual budget.

2017: Site plan is updated.

2018:  Reach19 campaign begins; seek-
ing to make improvements to the 
church site and building in order 
to make Sycamore more inviting to 
our community, draw them in, and 
open opportunities to share Christ 
with them.

2019:  New playground (dubbed  
Sycamore Community Park) opens.

Pastoral History

Harry Long, Organizing Pastor /  
Senior Pastor, 1982-Present

Michael Howard, Pastor for  
Youth and Family Ministries,  

1993-1996 

Andrew Conrad, Pastor for  
Youth and Family Ministries,  

1997-2005 - Planted Spring Run 
Presbyterian Church

Leonard Liu, Pastor for  
Assimilation and Discipleship,  

2002-2008 - Planted Evergreen 
Community Church

Philip Gelston, Pastor for  
Youth and Family Ministries,  
2005-2011 - Planted Christ  

Church of Wiesbaden

Gary Ogrosky, Pastor for Missions 
and Seniors Ministries, 2010-2011

John Casteel, Pastor for  
Youth Ministries, 2011-2016

Frank Matthews, Pastor for  
Family Ministries, 2012-2017

Martin Cates, Pastor for Youth and  
Family Ministries, 2016-Present

Ambrose Winfree, Pastor for  
Hispanic Ministries, 2018-Present

New playground  ribbon-cutting

OUR HISTORY



Planted: 1980
Incorporated: 2016
Presbytery:  James River
Total Staff:  10
Annual Budget:  $1.1 million
Web Address:  www.sycamorepres.com
Phone Number:  804-794-0238

Membership:  Approximately 350 current members representing 180 households

Demographics:
Population of Midlothian, VA:  58,800+
Cost of Living:  17% lower than Virginia; 
10% lower than US average
Families with kids under 18:  52%

Schedule:
Sunday Worship Services:  
-8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Sunday School Classes:  
-10:00 a.m. 

Youth activities:  
-Sunday evening 

Men’s Bible studies:  
-Tuesday and Friday mornings

Women’s Bible studies:  
-Tuesday evening or Wednesday morning

During a given week, multiple internal and external groups utilize the church facility 
for:  Bible studies, choir practice, youth activities, women’s ministries, men’s ministries, 
Bible Study Fellowship, homeschool activities, etc.

QUICK FACTS
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Facilities:
•	 Debt-free church building  

on approximately 7 acres  
directly across from J.B. Watkins  
Elementary School and  
Chesterfield County Library   

•	 Building contains approximate 
400-seat sanctuary, offices, library, 
kitchen, 16 classrooms - 22,979 
total square feet

•	 Ample parking facility

•	 Newly renovated and handicap  
accessible children’s playground

•	 Property and building approximate 
value - $2.2 million



Organizational Structure: 

 

Budget & Allocation: 
Fiscal Year 2017/18: Giving $1,098,346     Disbursements $1,083,522
Fiscal Year 2018/19: Giving $1,112,962     Disbursements $1,095,347 

SPC currently tithes at a rate of approximately 20% to approximately  
55 individuals/organizations.
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 AMBROSE WINFREE
Assistant Pastor 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BECKY BOONE
Dir. of Kids’ Ministry

MIKE BREAKALL 
Worship Director

MARTY CATES 
Associate Pastor

Assist. Dir. Youth
EVAN MADDOX

CHRISTINE BATES
Assist. Dir. Youth

MARGARITA WALLACE
Admin Assistant

KATE MAGUIRE 
Admin Assistant

SANDRA LEARNED 
Admin Team Lead

HARRY LONG
Senior Pastor

QUICK FACTS

APRIL 2018-MARCH 2019



Our internal ministries exist to disciple, serve, and reach out to the members, visitors, and 
friends of Sycamore Presbyterian Church. 

MINISTRIES: INTERNAL

- Children’s Ministry We offer nursery, 
Sunday school classes, and children’s 
church on Sundays as well as a number 
of activities for the children to attend 
during the school year. The summer 
activities include VBS, Missions Camp, 
Sports Camp and Arts Camp.

- Youth Ministry We desire to see our 
High School and Middle School stu-
dents grow in their personal relation-
ship with God by journeying with them 
toward spiritual maturity through Bible 
Study Groups, fellowship and service 
activities. . 

- College Ministry We offer summer in-
ternships as an opportunity for young 
adults to be discipled through a time 
of service and study within the church. 
The internships are focused on serving 
in children, youth and college ministries 
throughout the summer. 

- Young Adults Ministry We gather and 
equip each other through small group 
fellowship to grow in Christ and impact 
our community with the Gospel of  
Jesus Christ. 

- Young Families Ministry We seek to 
partner with families to raise a genera-
tion that is passionate about Christ. Our 
goal is to support and equip families as 
they grow in Christ.

- Covenant Groups Small groups that 
meet at various times during the week 
in host homes or at the church for a 
time of fellowship, prayer, and Bible 
study.

- Men’s Ministry Bible studies, an an-
nual retreat and various planned events 
throughout the year encourage growth 
in God’s Word and promote fellowship. 

- Women’s Ministry Bible studies, an an-
nual retreat, and various planned events 
throughout the year nurture spiritual 
growth and promote fellowship and 
friendships.

-VIP (Seniors) Ministry A gathering  
of seniors for a time of fun, food and  
fellowship.

- Music Ministry A sanctuary choir,  
a men’s choir, a seasonal children’s 
choir- something for anyone interested 
in praising God through music.

- Hispanic Ministry A small, loving,  
welcoming community that meets  
for fellowship and to worship God in 
Spanish as part of Sycamore’s body  
of believers.
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MINISTRIES: INTERNAL

OTHER MINISTRIES 

The following ministries are Sycamore-based and exist to love, serve and/or meet  
a special need of those in our congregation, our community or those connected to  
Sycamore in some way.

- Knitting His Love works to glorify God by sharing our gifts and talents through  
fellowship, encouragement, prayer and instruction and by giving away the fruits  
of this labor to encourage the many groups of people connected with Sycamore.

- Through the Roof is a program that exists to love and serve Jesus Christ by breaking 
down barriers so that children with special needs and their families can know Jesus 
and fully participate in the body of Christ. We will do what it takes to get  
them “through the roof” to meet Jesus.



The Local Impact Team exists as the local branch of Sycamore’s Missions Committee. Its 
purpose is to coordinate and communicate opportunities for the congregation to serve 
the community in tangible ways to show the love of Christ. 

The following two ministries are foundational to our efforts as a church in our  
commitment to local missions: 

- English as a Second Language, based out of Sycamore, offers classes for every level  
of English from beginner to advanced. Each class includes speaking, reading, and  
writing instruction. We share our faith with students while learning about them and 
their culture, and helping them to improve their English.

- Elijah House Academy provides a Christ-centered and accessible choice in education 
that cultivates the hearts, minds, and bodies of our city’s children for God’s glory and 
Richmond’s flourishing. Sycamore has partnered with EHA to support their mission  
for over a decade.

Other ministries that we support through prayer, financial support, and/or active  
participation:

MINISTRIES: LOCAL

- Angel Tree is a program of Prison  
Fellowship that reaches out to children 
and families of prisoners to give them 
support and show them Christ’s love  
during Christmas. 

- Capernaum is YoungLife’s ministry to 
those with intellectual and/or develop-
mental disabilities. Sycamore hosts our 
area’s Capernaum group during the 
school year. 

- Capitol Commission is a ministry that 
works to reach and provide our political 
leaders in the Capitol community of  
Richmond, VA with the presence and 
message of Christ.

- Christian Counseling and Training Center 
provides biblical training for counselors 
and teachers to support the local church. 

- Feed More collects, prepares, and  
distributes food to neighbors in need 
throughout Central Virginia. 

11 |

- The Gideons International is an associa-
tion dedicated to telling people about 
Jesus through service, sharing personal 
testimony, and by providing Bibles and 
New Testaments.

- Good News Jail and Prison Ministry is  
a ministry that places Christian chaplains 
in jails and prisons to minister to the  
spiritual needs of inmates and staff.

- Liberation Veteran Services prepares 
and/or serves dinner to the male veteran 
residents living at LVS. Sycamore helps 
with this endeavor on a monthly basis.

- Mercy Mall is a non-profit, charitable 
organization that serves the hungry, the 
homeless, and the hurting. Sycamore 
organizes service Saturdays to help this 
ministry. 

- MNA Hispanic American Ministries 
is committed to assisting presbyter-
ies, church planting networks and local 



churches in their efforts to plant Hispanic 
churches.

- Needle’s Eye Ministry connects market-
place men and women to life-changing 
faith in Jesus, encouraging them to  
impact their workplaces with His values, 
ethics, and love. 

- Navigator Church Ministries is designed 
to strengthen and encourage the local 
church. It empowers and trains church 
leaders through coaching, mentoring and 
disciple-making. 

- Night to Shine is a prom night celebrat-
ing those with special needs. In partner-
ship with the Tim Tebow Foundation, 
Sycamore helps host the Night to Shine. 

- The Pregnancy Resource Center of Metro 
Richmond exists to provide compassion-
ate care, objective information, and prac-
tical resources on pregnancy options to 
those who seek it.

- Prison Discipleship Ministry is a ministry 
under the James River Presbytery that 
brings teaching and encouragement to 
those in prison.  

- Reformed University Fellowship is  
prayerfully and/or financially supported 
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MINISTRIES: LOCAL

YoungLife

Night to Shine

by Sycamore at VA Tech, CNU, VCU, UVA, 
JMU, RUF Georgia Tech International and 
RUF in Lynchburg, VA. 

- Richmond Center for Christian Study 
works to bring gospel transformation by 
fostering consideration and discussion of 
a biblical worldview and its bearing on all 
aspects of life. 

- The Faith-Based Reentry Program at 
State Farm Correctional Complex in 
Powhatan, VA., provides scriptural-based 
training and teaching to men. Sycamore 
provides mentors to assist those in transi-
tion back into society. 

- Set Free Ministries is a Christian nonprofit 
organization that exists to make disciples 
of Jesus through Biblical counseling, 
training and social action.

- Wellspring Christian Counseling equips 
and empowers people in our community  
to discover and apply grace-centered  
living for healing and life transformation.

-  YoungLife seeks to show students the 
love of Christ and invite them to follow 
Him. Sycamore has long been an active 
and financial partner of YoungLife.



- Global missions involves cross-cultural discipleship and alleviation of physical  
suffering around the world.  

- It is important to note that 35% of our benevolences go into global missions. Cur-
rently that amount is projected to be $78,400. This enables Sycamore Presbyterian 
Church to support more than 16 missionaries serving in more than 13 countries.

- Sycamore offers short-term mission trips to its congregation each year. In July of 
2019, a team was sent and served in Malaga, Spain. In addition, many congregants 
actively serve medical, dental and disability ministries independently throughout the 
year.  

- Our vision for the future is to foster our congregation to be passionately  
motivated by God’s heart for the lost.

The following two ministries are foundational to our efforts as a church in our  
commitment to Global Missions:

-Equipping Leaders International - Don Mountan, Executive Director Emeritus

ELI seeks to glorify God and grow His King-
dom by developing strategic Christian lead-
ers in developing world nations in order for 
them, in turn, to train others. The goal is that, 
through this leveraged approach, more and 
more people will be served and transformed 
by the gospel in some of the most remote 
places on earth. 

-Music Mission Kiev - Greg Kannon, Chief Executive Officer 

MMK brings together music and evangelism to serve those in need in Ukraine.  
In addition to proclaiming the gospel through beautiful music, MMK also has ministries 
that care for widows in need of help and 
hope, for orphans in need of connection,  
and for those displaced and wounded by  
war in need of shelter. 
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MINISTRIES: GLOBAL



MINISTRIES: GLOBAL 

Other ministries that we support through prayer, financial support, and  
encouragement through congregational visits:

MTW MISSION TO THE WORLD

•	 South Africa – Tim & Therese Galage

•	 Asia – Phil & Amina Fiol

•	 The Gambia – Dan & Janet McBride

•	 Scotland – Will & Judi Traub

MNA MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA

•	 Special Needs – Kristen Harnly

•	 Hispanic American Ministries –  
Hernando & Debbie Saenz

•	 SecondCareer – Pat & Jane Maddox

CRU CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR CHRIST

•	 CRU Headquarters, Orlando, Florida – 
Adam & Alyson Jones

•	 CRU Headquarters, Orlando, Florida – 
Carol Donnelly

•	 Central & Eastern Europe Leadership 
Team – Budapest, Hungary – Rich & 
Barb Leary

•	 MK2MK, Budapest, Hungary –  
Rebekah Leary
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ADDITIONAL MINISTRIES

•	 Las Tierras Church – Tito Padilla

•	 Youth With A Mission –  
Philip & Terry McCurley

•	 Christ Church of Wiesbaden –  
Phil & Nora Gelston

•	 Jerusalem Gateway Partnership –  
Tracy & Joy Dager

•	 Greater Europe Mission –  
John & Lynn Lehn

•	 ATA West Africa –  
Jeff & Patty Borden

 



Midlothian, Virginia

Midlothian is a community located in Chesterfield County, just south of the James  
River, and considered a suburb of Richmond, Virginia. Residents of Midlothian enjoy  
convenient access to work and play throughout the greater Richmond area: James  
River recreation, museums of history and fine art, music venues and festivals and a  
variety of great restaurant destinations. Many school options are available to Midlothian 
residents, including public, private, homeschool, and specialty centers. Chesterfield 
County Public Schools are 100% accredited, with six national blue-ribbon schools and  
six national Title I distinguished schools. The homeschooling community in Midlothian 
and the greater Richmond area is thriving and diverse, with many co-ops, classes, and 
community groups available. 

Midlothian and the surrounding area is home to large, medium and small businesses 
alike, with representation from the fields of medicine, education, government, and  
financial services, to name a few. 

As of the 2010 census, the Midlothian community had a total population of 58,880 with 
demographics much like the rest of Virginia. Its inhabitants are predominantly European 
American, with the next largest group being African Americans, followed by those of  
Hispanic and Asian descent.

Top-rated hospitals, superior schools, convenient shopping and entertainment, and 
beautiful parks coupled with swift access to metropolitan life in Richmond make  
Midlothian a very desirable location.

OUR COMMUNITY
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OUR COMMUNITY



Questions?  
Contact Dr. Charles McGowan, McGowan Search, at cmcgowan@mcgowansearch.com  
or Denise Maddox, Search Committee Chair, at searchchair@sycamorepres.com

510 Coalfield Road  |  Midlothian, VA 23114  |  www.sycamorepres.com

To exalt the Most-High God before His people

To consistently present Jesus Christ and Him crucified 

To be faithful to carry out the Great Commission 


