
*NEW*  "LIFE TOGETHER" VIDEO  

      PROJECT 

 

One of the key phrases in our Vision statement is, 

“Build Community.”  That’s been real hard in many 

ways these last few weeks and I know I speak for the 

rest of our staff when I say how much I miss seeing 

each of you. I also know that y’all miss being able to 

see one another, to fellowship together, and to just 

catch up on a weeks worth of living over a cup of 

coffee in the foyer.   
 

With that in mind we have a new project we are 

working on called, “Life Together.” If you have the 

time over the next week please take a short video of 

yourself doing your everyday things, washing dishes, 

playing with your children, painting, cleaning, saying 

hello so that we can piece together a short video to 

send out so we can all be reminded that we are 
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called to live life together even in the midst of what 

seems like endless social distancing. We find beauty 

in knowing one another in the mundane of everyday 

life as we know Christ, grow spiritually, and build 

community together that we might show God’s love 

faithfully.   

 

Please send your short, no more 30 seconds, video 

to Marty at mcates@sycamorepres.com. If your file 

is too large to send please email Marty for instruc-

tions on how to get him your video.   

 

*NEW* MESSAGE FROM PASTOR LONG 
  

And let us consider how to stir up one another  

to love and good works, 

not neglecting to meet together,  

as is the habit of some, 

but encouraging one another,  

and all the more as you see the Day  

drawing near. 

Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV) 

  

How do we live out this passage in our time of so-

cial distancing? 

  

1. We accept the circumstance as from the hand of 

our sovereign Lord. “Consider it all joy, my breth-

ren, when you encounter various trials, knowing 

that the testing of your faith produces endur-

ance.”    James 1:2-3 (NAS) 

  

2. We respect the recommendations to maintain 

social distance from one another as expressions of 

love for one another. We do what we are able to 

protect one another, especially the most vulnera-

ble, from getting this virus through our own ne-

glect. 
  

3. We pray that God would deliver us from this 

evil. “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil” – The Lord’s Prayer. This virus is a kind 

Please join us online for our  

livestream worship service 

at 11:00 AM Sunday morning. 

  

New this week: 

• "Life Together' Video Project 

• Message from Pastor Long 

• Devotion from Pastor Cates 

• Pastor Search Committee Update 

• Thank You Face Mask Update 
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*NEW* DEVOTION FROM PASTOR CATES 

 

Pastor Cates' devotion will be available on 

our website later today!  Scroll down until you see 

Marty's picture and click on the link to read the De-

votion for Week 3 or to catch up on the first 2 de-

votions.  

ONLINE ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

COMING SOON 

 

Feeling discouraged about the current world cri-

sis?  Glenn Kurtz will be leading an online adult 

Sunday School class beginning on Sunday, April 19, 

that addresses how we as Christians can face times 

like this with hope and faith. 

• Dates: April 19th – June 7th 

• Time: Sunday 9:45 AM – 10:45 AM 

• Topic: “Don’t Lose Heart” – Study of 2        Co-

rinthians 4:16 – Chapter 5 

• Paul’s instructions on how to not lose heart in a 

world filled with uncertainty, conflict, tragedy 

and disappointment. 

 

Login Information: 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet 

or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/642858349 
  

You can also dial in using your phone. 

(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number 

below to join instantly.) 

United States: +1 (571) 317-3122 

- One-touch: tel:+15713173122,,642858349# 

Access Code: 642-858-349 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be 

ready when your first meeting starts: https://

global.gotomeeting.com/install/642858349 

   

WORSHIP ONLINE  

 

Not sure how to watch the livestream?  Now it's 

even easier to connect! 

Step 1:  On Sunday morning when it is getting close 

to 11:00 AM, go online to the Sycamore website 

at sycamorepres.com  

of evil, a natural evil, an expression of the fallen 

world broken by sin. Al Mohler writes, “We under-

stand the distinction between natural evil, say an 

earthquake, and moral evil, say a kidnapping. 

Those are two very different moral catego-

ries.” (The Briefing, March 23, 2020.) 

  

4. We recognize our need for one another. The 

lone ember in the fireplace grows cold. The sick 

person longs to get well. If we give up our longing 

to be together, we are like the sick person who 

gives up hope of getting well. 
  

5. We spur one another on toward love and good 

deeds, as the NIV puts the verse above from He-

brews. BUDDY CHECK! Keep up with one another 

as best you can. 
  

6. We do not neglect our gathering together as a 

church by livestream, even though we can’t be 

physically together! There is value in staying con-

nected with your own church family. There may 

always be better preaching and better production 

quality from national ministries who are practiced 

in televised services, but they cannot offer you 

the relationships that one experiences in a local 

congregation. Many are faithful, wonderful minis-

tries (beware of those that are not) that can be an 

additional blessing to you, but remember to wor-

ship with your own church family. The author of 

Hebrews was addressing those who might have 

been tempted to think, “I can worship at home 

just reading the letters of the Apostle Paul” – not 

neglecting to meet together as is the habit of 

some. (Besides, Mike is working with a team to 

improve our equipment and ability to livestream. 

Check it out as we roll it out over the next couple 

of weeks!) 

  

We were so disappointed that livestream went 

down this last Sunday – Easter Sunday of all Sun-

days. It is like having the feast prepared for the 

holiday, only to drop it on the way to the table. 

How discouraging! And we did not have the par-

ticipation rate in the evening that we began with 

in the morning when the recording of the service 

was posted. But though Comcast failed us, God’s 

Word never does. Let us encourage one another, 

and all the more as we see the Day of the Lord 

drawing near 
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Step 2:  Scroll down a little and you will see some 

choices.  Click on the one that says "Sycamore 

Live".  This will take you to a page with the 

Livestream along with options to view the bulletin, 

make a prayer request, give online, and view past 

livestream messages. 

Step 3:  Click on the large image on the page to join 

the worship service.   

 

RESCHEDULED DATE FOR RETIREMENT 

PARTY 

 

Due to the uncertainty in how the coronavirus pan-

demic will progress, the church has decided to post-

pone Pastor Long's retirement party.  Our new date 

is Sunday, September 20 at 5 PM.  Mark your calen-

dars!  

 

CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION  
 

While we wait for the current health concerns to 

pass, the church office staff will be available for you 

via phone (804-794-0238) or email, however, the 

church office will be closed during this time.   We 

encourage everyone to stay at home unless it is nec-

essary to go out.    
 

For tithing options, you can continue to give online, 

mail your check to the church, or drop your offering 

in our locked secure mailbox located on the right as 

you pull in to the church parking lot.   

IN OUR CHURCH: 
 

Youth Care Letter Project 

Looking for a way to serve others?  SPC Youth are 

writing notes to send to community members who 

are living alone during this time of social distanc-

ing.  If you’d like to also write an encouraging note, 

draw a picture, write a poem, send some verses, 

please send letters to “Youth Staff” at 510 Coalfield 

Rd.  Use tape or a sponge to close the envelope.  We 

will compile and disperse them. Contact Christine 

Bates if you have any questions. 

 

Serve on a Care Team 

We are currently looking for those willing to serve on 

a care team.  This might involve picking up grocer-

ies, running errands, providing transportation, 

checking on those who are quarantined or sick, or 

caring for pets.  If you are willing to help please 

click HERE to let us know in what ways you are able 

to help.   
 

Sycamore Summer Project 

Do you know of a college student who is looking 

for a rewarding and challenging summer experi-

ence?  We are now looking for energetic, outgoing, 

Christian young adults to work with our Kid's, 

Youth, Hispanic, and Music ministries this sum-

mer!  Contact Marty Cates for an application. 

We also are looking for adults in our congregation 

to be a mentor and friend to our incoming Summer 

Interns. You have an opportunity to meet with, 

pray with, encourage and support these young 

adults as they consider their future path and how 

the Lord is leading them.  Please contact Marty 

Cates if you are interested. 

 

IN OUR COMMUNITY: 
 

*Reminder*  Provide Additional meals for Libera-

tion Veteran Services 

If you have prepared a casserole or container of 

soup/chili to bless Liberation Veteran Services with 

this month, please bring your food in a disposal 

dish/container to the church on Friday, April 17, 

before 5 PM.  Homemade or purchased is fine!  
 

To maintain social distancing, we are asking you 

to drop off donations on the metal bench outside 

the church's main doors and to please call the 

church office (804-794-0238) or ring the doorbell 

if it is before 3 PM or call/text Judy Righter (804-

402-1810) after 3 PM to let us know so we can 

bring it inside!  Contact Judy Righter with ques-

tions.  
 

Make Face Masks for Area Nursing/Retirement 

Homes 

Are you able to sew a simple seam?  Don't sew but 

have materials you could donate?  We have an op-

portunity to help supply face masks to local nurs-

ing and retirement homes.  We will let you know 

when we have supplies available.  If you have sup-

plies at home, please make what you can and drop 

them at the church to be delivered.  Click here for 

easy instructions.  Contact Marty Cates. 

 

SERVE 
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PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 

*NEW* Pastor Search Committee Update  Read the 

latest update from the Pastor Search Committee  

Prayer Effort: See what we are currently praying for. 

Scripture and Discussion: A few thoughts from our 

weekly devotional time. 

   

IN THE MISSION FIELD: 

 

Support our Summer Mission Trips: 

 

• MMK "Helping Hands" Mission Trip - May 14-

24   Contact Frank or Barbara Corwin (804-347

-6856 or 804-320-5913) for information on 

how you can be praying and supporting our 

team going to Kyiv, Ukraine. 

• St. Louis Youth Mission Trip 2020 - June 20-

27  High School age students and older are in-

vited to participate in our summer mission trip 

to St. Louis.  Please talk with Marty, Christine, 

or Evan if you are interested going! 

• Malaga, Spain Mission Trip 2020 - July 1-

12  The trip is open to adults and hardworking 

"teens” 12 and older. No Spanish is necessary. 

We hope you will support our team with prayer 

and financially!  Contact Trevor Rob-

erts for information. 

Support our teams with prayer for the team mem- 

bers, for the ministries they will be working with 

and the hearts they touch.  Support them financially 

by giving HERE to the Mission Trips 2020 Fund. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has been working on 

our face mask project!  

So far, we've collected 45!  
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