
*NEW* MESSAGE FROM PASTOR LONG 

  

We will livestream worship at 11:00 again on Sunday 

celebrating Palm Sunday. Now that we have learned 

how to worship virtually, we believe we can incorpo-

rate more of our normal order of worship. Becky 

Boone has even provided some material for our chil-

dren to prepare for Palm Sunday, and I intend to ad-

dress them, remembering the celebration of the 

children running around in the Temple shouting, 

“Hosanna!” 

  

We will also livestream our Passover Communion 

service Thursday night at 6:00! We haven’t figured 

out yet if we can actually partake of the Lord’s Sup-

per, but we can certainly celebrate it and all it signi-

fies in worship and in communion with our Savior, 

who gave his life for us. We will read the Scripture 

passages that lead us to the cross and sing verses of 

hymns that fit the passages in response. It is a fa-
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vorite service of mine, and it is disappointing not to 

be able to gather together this last time before my 

retirement, but we can still let the light Christ shine 

in our time of darkness. 
  

Each livestream is recorded and available as soon as 

Google processes it. Recently it has become availa-

ble one or two hours after the service. 
  

Much focus in the news is on the need for testing 

so we can know who has the virus, who has had it 

and may be immune, and who has the symptoms, 

but does not have the virus. 
  

I shared last week about my nephew-in-law, who 

had fever, shortness of breath, and digestive issues, 

who tested negative for flu and strep throat, and 

was awaiting the test results for the coronavirus. 

His results are now in and, praise God, he does not 

have it! It was just a stomach bug, and he is much 

better now and can rejoin his wife and 4 young 

children. 

  

Devotional this week: THESE ARE TRYING TIMES. 
  

As important as developing quick and accurate 

tests for the virus might be, there is another kind of 

testing going on. We are all being tested by these 

circumstances. 
  

Jesus taught us to pray, “and lead us not into temp-

tation, but deliver us from evil.” The evil referenced 

here is not abstract, but personal. It could be trans-

lated “the evil one.” Our adversary, the devil, would 

love for us to turn away from God because of this 

trial. That is the underlying temptation. 
  

The Greek word for “temptation” is the same as the 

word for “test” or “trial.” Every trial is a test that 

brings with it the temptation to turn away from 

God. 
  

It is okay if you feel anxious and weary. The test is 

not to see if we are strong enough to handle this. It 
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the one who would accuse us that we don’t really 

love God, we only love his blessings. 
  

So let us pray, “Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil.” And if God does allow the trial, 

let us “count it all joy,” knowing God is refining us, 

strengthening us, humbling us, and being glorified 

in us, as we persevere with faith in Him, who 

through Christ, will raise us up with Christ to glory!  

 

*NEW* DEVOTION FROM PASTOR 

CATES 

 

Each week, Marty will be providing devotional ma-

terial for our encouragement and growth.  This 

week's devotion asks "To whom do I belong?  To 

God or to the world?"  A great question in a time 

when our society is overrun with fear and uncer-

tainty.  Through an examination of Questions 1 & 2 

of the Heidelberg Catechism, we are reminded 

where our hope and future lie. 
 

Devotion Week 1 

WORSHIP ONLINE UPDATE 

 

Not sure how to watch the livestream?  Now it's 

even easier to connect! 

Step 1:  On Sunday morning when it is getting close 

to 11:00 AM, go online to the Sycamore website 

at sycamorepres.com  

Step 2:  Scroll down a little and you will see some 

choices.  Click on the one that says "Sycamore 

Live".  This will take you to a page with the 

Livestream along with options to view the bulletin, 

make a prayer request, give online, and view past 

livestream messages. 

Step 3:  Click on the large image on the page to join 

the worship service.   

 

*NEW* RESCHEDULED DATE FOR    

RETIREMENT PARTY 

 

Due to the uncertainty in how the coronavirus pan-

demic will progress, the church has decided to 

postpone Pastor Long's retirement party.  Our new 

date is Sunday, September 20 at 5 PM.  Mark your 

calendars!  

NEWS 

only reveals where we place our faith. 

  

The Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 1:8-9, 

“We were under great pressure, far beyond our 

ability to endure, so that we despaired even of 

life. Indeed, in our hearts we felt the sentence of 

death. But this happened that we might not rely 

on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead!” 

  

We humbly express in prayer, “lead us not into 

temptation,” in other words, “Please don’t test me. 

I know I am not strong enough in myself to stand. 

I pray to you to deliver me from evil.” And so we 

pray that we won’t get sick, that if we do we will 

survive it, and if we don’t…” 

  

As Job put it, “Though he slay me, yet will I trust 

him.” And in another place, “The Lord gave and 

the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name of 

the Lord.” 

  

The ultimate expression of our faith is in the one 

who has paid the debt of our sin, who has tri-

umphed over the grave, in whom we shall not 

perish, but have everlasting life. 

  

This is not a morbid or defeatist approach to life. 

It enables us to sing, as did Paul in the Philippian 

jail, in our virtual “prisons.” 

  

James uses the same word for temptation when he 

writes, “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you 

meet trials (temptations) of various kinds, for you 

know that the testing of your faith produces 

steadfastness (endurance, perseverance). And let 

steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking in nothing” (James 

1:2-4 ESV). 

  

When we are tested in our faith, we are: 

1. Refined in our faith by the fiery trial, as we re-

alize the insufficiency of the things we find secu-

rity in apart from Christ. 

2. Strengthened in our faith when we persevere in 

trusting in God, who through Christ will raise us 

up to eternal life. 

3. Humbled in our faith when we fail the test, as 

was Peter when he denied Christ three times as 

Jesus was being led to the cross to pay for Peter’s, 

and our, sins. 

4. Glorifying to God in our faith, as we discredit 
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CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION  

UPDATE 

 

While we wait for the current health concerns to 

pass, the church office staff will be available for you 

via phone (804-794-0238) or email, however, the 

church office will be closed during this time.   We 

encourage everyone to stay at home unless it is nec-

essary to go out.    

 

CARING FOR ONE ANOTHER 

 

During these unprecedented times we may not be 

gathering together as the church but we are still 

called to be the church scattered. Within our church 

family we are using the “Buddy” System as our first 

level of care to check-on one another, pray with each 

other, and encourage one another in love and faith-

fulness. 

Read “Sycamore’s Buddy System in Viral Times!” by 

from Harry Long 

 

Do you have a specific need?  Please reach out to 

your Covenant Group Leader, your Shepherding El-

der, or contact the church office at 804-794-0238. 
 

Do you have a prayer request?  Put it on our church 

prayerchain. 

 

Serve on a Care Team 

As the church we want to respond to needs in our 

church and community.  We are currently looking for 

those willing to serve on a care team.  Please 

click HERE to let us know in what ways you are will-

ing and able to help. 

 

*NEW* Youth Care Letter Project 

Looking for a way to serve others?  SPC Youth are 

writing notes to send to community members who 

are living alone during this time of social distanc-

ing.  If you’d like to also write an encouraging note, 

draw a picture, write a poem, send some verses, 

please send letters to “Youth Staff” at 510 Coalfield 

Rd.  Use tape or a sponge to close the envelope.  We 

will compile and disperse them. Contact Christine 

Bates if you have any questions. 

   

Contact the church office at 804-794-0238 if you 

have any questions. 

SERVE 

 

TITHING OPTIONS 

 

Although we are worshiping online, another im-

portant part of worship is our tithe.  If you are 

wondering how you can continue to give to the 

church, we have several options: 

• Online giving is secure and easy.  Click the link 

here or go to the website and scroll down to 

see an option to give. 

• Drop off a check/cash in our secure 

locked mailbox located on the right after you 

turn in to the church parking lot. 

We have an opportunity to help others in our con-

gregation and in our community during this time 

of uncertainty and your tithe helps support this 

ministry and outreach.  

 

 

 

IN OUR CHURCH: 

 

*New* Youth Care Letter Project 

Looking for a way to serve others?  SPC Youth are 

writing notes to send to community members who 

are living alone during this time of social distanc-

ing.  If you’d like to also write an encouraging 

note, draw a picture, write a poem, send some 

verses, please send letters to “Youth Staff” at 510 

Coalfield Rd.  Use tape or a sponge to close the 

envelope.  We will compile and disperse 

them. Contact Christine Bates if you have any 

questions. 

 

Serve on a Care Team 

We are currently looking for those willing to serve 

on a care team.  This might involve picking up 

groceries, running errands, providing transporta-

tion, checking on those who are quarantined or 

sick, or caring for pets.  If you are willing to help 

please click HERE to let us know in what ways you 

are able to help.   
 

Sycamore Summer Project 

Do you know of a college student who is looking 

for a rewarding and challenging summer experi-

ence?  We are now looking for energetic, outgoing, 

Christian young adults to work with our Kid's, 

Youth, Hispanic, and Music ministries this sum-
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Support our teams with prayer for the team mebers, 

for the ministries they will be working with and the 

hearts they touch.  Support them financially by  

giving HERE to the Mission Trips 2020 Fund. 

 
  

PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 

Prayer Effort: See what we are currently praying for. 

Scripture and Discussion: A few thoughts from our 

weekly devotional time. 

   

mer!  Contact Marty Cates for an application. 

 

We also are looking for adults in our congregation 

to be a mentor and friend to our incoming Summer 

Interns. You have an opportunity to meet with, pray 

with, encourage and support these young adults as 

they consider their future path and how the Lord is 

leading them.  Please contact Marty Cates if you are 

interested. 

 

IN OUR COMMUNITY: 

 

*NEW* Pregnancy Resource Center Shower Update 

The Women's Ministry Team would like thank every-

one that has participated in the shower for the 

Pregnancy Resource Center so far!  Due to the cur-

rent health concerns, the Team has decided to put 

the shower on hold until it is safe to go out 

again.  We'll re-open the signup genius at that time, 

and have the giving tree available as well!  If you 

have purchased something already, please hold on 

to it until we can meet again! 

 

Elijah House Academy Update 

EHA’s Rooted in Love Community Gala is scheduled 

for May 14, 2020.  Stay tuned for what this event 

will now look like. You won’t want to miss it.  You 

may RSVP HERE.  Please pray for EHA as they contin-

ue to work with their students remotely for the re-

mainder of the school year. 

 

IN THE MISSION FIELD: 

 

Support our Summer Mission Trips: 

 

• MMK "Helping Hands" Mission Trip - May 14-

24   Contact Frank or Barbara Corwin (804-347

-6856 or 804-320-5913) for information on 

how you can be praying and supporting our 

team going to Kyiv, Ukraine. 

• St. Louis Youth Mission Trip 2020 - June 20-

27  High School age students and older are in-

vited to participate in our summer mission trip 

to St. Louis.  Please talk with Marty, Christine, 

or Evan if you are interested going! 

• Malaga, Spain Mission Trip 2020 - July 1-

12  The trip is open to adults and hardworking 

"teens” 12 and older. No Spanish is necessary. 

We hope you will support our team with prayer 

and financially!  Contact Trevor Rob-

erts for information. 
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