
*NEW* MESSAGE FROM PASTOR LONG 

 

REOPENING PLANS FOR SYCAMORE PRESBY-

TERIAN CHURCH 

 

Many have expressed ideas, concerns, and desires 

for our regathering to worship God together. The 

Session has tried to take all into account, though all 

comments are not on the same page. Here are some 

guiding biblical principles for you to consider re-

garding the plan we have chosen: 
  

1. We are committed to worshipping God in Spirit 

and truth no matter the challenges, whether online 

or in person. 

“Yet a time is coming and has now come when the 

true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and 

truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father 

seeks” (John 4:23). 
  

2. We are committed to loving one another in sacri-
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fice and self-restraint as we begin to gather. 

“Do not do anything that endangers your neigh-

bor's life. I am the LORD” (Leviticus 19:16b). 
  

3. We are committed to the whole congregation, 

not just those who are not so much at risk, and 

whatever we do as we begin to gather, we want to 

provide for all to worship as best we can. 

“If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one 

part is honored, every part rejoices with it.  Now 

you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a 

part of it” (1Corinthians 12:26-27). 
  

HERE IS OUR PLAN: 

  

SPC Phase 1 to begin June 7th (We will open in 

phases as does the Commonwealth.): 
  

- WE WILL CONTINUE TO RECORD THE SERVICE on 

Fridays to be made available Sunday mornings, be-

ginning at 8:30 AM and any time thereafter. This 

way those who cannot or should not gather with 

others will have the worship service brought to 

them. 
  

- We will continue to encourage those in high-risk 

categories to worship online. We trust your judg-

ment in this. We care for your physical and spiritual 

well-being. 
  

- WE WILL BEGIN AN OUTDOOR SERVICE ON SUN-

DAY MORNINGS, JUNE 7, TO START AT 10:00 AM.  

Families can bring their own lawn chairs or blan-

kets, practice social distancing, and are strongly 

encouraged to wear a mask if possible for the sake 

of others. Dress appropriately for outdoors. It will 

be like worship at a summer camp rather than in-

doors and air conditioned. We will always have the 

recorded service to fall back on if weather prohibits 

outdoor worship. 

- We will provide a short-range FM transmission so 

that those who would like to attend in person but 

Please join us online for worship 

at 11:00 AM Sunday mornings.  
  

New this week: 

• Message from Pastor Long - Reopening Plans for 

Sycamore 

• Devotion from Pastor Cates 

• Help One of Our Young Families 

• *REMINDER* Help our local food banks 

https://sycamorepres.com/live/


SYCAMORE SUMMER UPDATE 

 

Summer at Sycamore has always been an exciting 

and busy time!  As we look forward to a time when 

we can gather again, we are working on plans for 

some fun, family-style get-togethers this sum-

mer!  Instead of our usual summer camps, we want 

to focus on being able to gather safely as families 

and enjoy fellowship.  Stay tuned for news about 

the fun summer activities being planned, including 

an outdoor summer concert series, outdoor movie 

nights, and more! 
 

Contact Becky Boone if you have any questions. 

 

SPC PRAY IN MAY 

 

Join us to "Pray in May."  Download this calendar to 

use as a helpful guide for your quiet time, daily de-

votional, and prayer life.  As Scripture says in James 

5: “The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and 

effective.” God is listening to our prayers, every 

single one of them! What a comfort it is that the 

one true and living God hears our prayers! 
 

Please contact Christine Bates if you have any 

questions. It’s time to pray, pray, pray in May!  

 

SPC YOUTH ACTIVITIES 

 

This past week, our youth participated in a Picture 

Scavenger Hunt. One of the challenges was to take 

a selfie in front of the Sycamore sign.  
 

Congrats to our winners!   

High School Winner: Claire Harvel  

Middle School Winner: Heidi Higley 

 

And big shout out to Gabby, Tatum, and 

Gavin Evans for being the first to enter the compe-

tition!   
 

Want to find out how to get connected with our 

Youth Ministry?  Contact Marty Cates, Evan Maddox, 

or Christine Bates!  

 

 

do not feel comfortable can stay in their cars but 

be parked in a spot that they can see the service. 

(Note: the delivery of equipment for this by June 7 

is hopeful, but not certain.) 

- Bathrooms will be available, though we encour-

age you to abstain from using them unless abso-

lutely necessary. We are working out the details 

for best sanitary practices. 
  

This is just the basic announcement. More details 

will follow as we work them out. We recommend 

to you an excellent article by the gospel coalition 

about the attitudes we should have as we work 

through this. 
  

https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/

church-dont-let-coronavirus-divide/ 

  

We look forward to future phases as things open 

up more. We could add an indoor service to our 

outdoor service, then have multiple services in-

doors as needed to accommodate everyone who 

can come, then move back to our normal sched-

ule. All these plans are so contingent, we are not 

setting any details in stone at this point. By now 

we are all familiar with the proverb: 

  

In his heart a man plans his course, but the LORD 

determines his steps (Proverbs 16:9). 

  

So now my resume includes, in the same church 

over 38 years: Church Planter, Solo Pastor, Sr. 

Pastor, Televangelist, and Outdoor Tent Revivalist! 

The challenge of ministry is always fresh! All kid-

ding aside, I do pray that God has been at work in 

your life through the ministry of the Word and 

prayer in worship that we are struggling to pro-

vide by God’s grace and in His strength through 

this difficult time. 

 

*NEW* DEVOTION FROM PASTOR 

CATES 

 

Pastor Cates' devotion will be available on 

our website.  Scroll down until you see Marty's 

picture and click on the link to read this week's 

devotion on the Heidelberg Catechism or to catch 

up on the previous weeks' devotions.  

 

NEWS 
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ONLINE ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS 

 

Feeling discouraged about the current world      cri-

sis?  Glenn Kurtz will be leading an online adult Sun-

day School class beginning on Sunday, April 19, that 

addresses how we as Christians can face times like 

this with hope and faith. 

• Dates: April 19th – June 7th 

• Time: Sunday 9:45 AM – 10:45 AM 

• Topic: “Don’t Lose Heart” – Study of 2             

Corinthians 4:16 – Chapter 5 

• Paul’s instructions on how to not lose heart in a 

world filled with uncertainty, conflict, tragedy 

and disappointment. 
 

Login Information: 

Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet 

or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/642858349 
  

You can also dial in using your phone. 

(For supported devices, tap a one-touch number be-

low to join instantly.) 

United States: +1 (571) 317-3122 

- One-touch: tel:+15713173122,,642858349# 

Access Code: 642-858-349 

New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready 

when your first meeting starts: https://

global.gotomeeting.com/install/642858349 

 

"LIFE TOGETHER" VIDEO PROJECT 

 

We want your updates!  One of the key phrases in 

our Vision statement is, “Build Community.”   With 

that in mind we have a special project we are work-

ing on called, “Life Together.”  We would like you 

to take a short video of yourself doing your everyday 

things or just saying "Hello" so we can piece together 

a short video to share and be reminded that we are 

called to live life together and show God's love faith-

fully even in the midst of what seems like endless 

social distancing.  
 

Please send your short, no more 30 seconds, video 

to Marty at mcates@sycamorepres.com. If your file is 

too large to send please email Marty for instructions 

on how to get him your video.  

Videos will be shown prior to the start of the worship 

service on Sunday mornings! 

WORSHIP ONLINE  

 

Not sure how to watch the livestream?  Now it's 

even easier to connect! 

Step 1:  On Sunday morning when it is getting 

close to 11:00 AM, go online to the Sycamore 

website at sycamorepres.com  

Step 2:  Scroll down a little and you will see some 

choices.  Click on the one that says "Sycamore 

Live".  This will take you to a page with the 

Livestream along with options to view the bulletin, 

make a prayer request, give online, and view past 

livestream messages. 

Step 3:  Click on the large image on the page to 

join the worship service.   

 

CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION  
 

While we wait for the current health concerns to 

pass, the church office staff will be available for 

you via phone (804-794-0238) or email, however, 

the church office will be closed during this 

time.   We encourage everyone to stay at home un-

less it is necessary to go out.    

 

For tithing options, you can continue to 

give online, mail your check to the church, or drop 

your offering in our locked secure mailbox located 

on the right as you pull in to the church parking 

lot.   

IN OUR CHURCH: 
 

Youth Care Letter Project 

SPC Youth are writing notes to send to our neigh-

bors next door at the Atlantic during this time of 

social distancing.  We'd welcome your encouraging 

notes, pictures, or poems to include with our let-

ters!  Please send to “Youth Staff” at 510 Coalfield 

Rd.  Use tape or a sponge to close the enve-

lope.  We will compile and disperse 

them. Contact Christine Bates if you have any 

questions. 

 

Serve on a Care Team 

Interested in serving on a care team.  This could 

mean picking up groceries for someone who is 

high risk, or calling folks who are isolated.  Please 

SERVE 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/642858349
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/642858349
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/642858349
http://sycamorepres.com/
mailto:slearned@sycamorepres.com
https://sycamorepres.com/giving/


click HERE to volunteer.   
 

Sycamore Summer Project Update 

We have our summer interns lined up, but we are 

looking for job/intern opportunities for 

them.  Please contact Marty Cates if you know of or 

have a position available for one of our interns.  

We also are looking for adults in our congregation 

to be a mentor and friend to our incoming Summer 

Interns. You have an opportunity to meet with, pray 

with, encourage and support these young adults as 

they consider their future path and how the Lord is 

leading them.  Please contact Marty Cates if you are 

interested. 

 

IN OUR COMMUNITY: 

 

AREA FOOD BANK NEEDS 

Bon Secours Curbside Food Drive:  (note from Bon 

Secour)  "To bring good help to our neighbors in 

need we are holding a curbside food drive to sup-

port local food pantries. From April 27th– July 

24th we will be collecting food donations from 

community members, faith-based organizations 

and grocers at curbsides and in parking lots. Then 

we will be delivering these food donations to food 

pantries here in the greater Richmond area."   

 

If you'd like to donate canned goods for the Bon 

Secours Food Drive, please bring them to Syca-

more and place them in the crate outside the 

main doors.  Our food drive will run through July 

and we'll arrange for pick up as goods come in! 

 

Chesterfield Food Bank:  (from their website)  "In 

order to continue to meet the needs of our neigh-

bors, we are asking you to make a monetary contri-

bution to the Chesterfield Food Bank. Our buying 

power is considerably strong: we are able to obtain 

$5 worth of food for every $1 that you donate to us. 

A monetary gift enables us to order exactly what we 

need based on our current inventory. THIS LINK will 

take you to our donations page." 

 

Feed More: (from their website)  "We remain com-

mitted to distributing food to our Central Virginia 

communities during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Your 

financial donation can help so many across Central 

Virginia, especially now!  As this global health crisis 

continues, our resources will be stretched and your 

gift will provide us with the ability to respond to the 

growing and changing needs of the communities we 

serve."  

 

IN THE MISSION FIELD: 

 

Due to the pandemic, the mission trips we had 

planned for this summer have been cancelled or 

postponed to next summer.  While we are sad that 

plans have changed for this year, this is an oppor-

tunity for you to begin praying about joining us 

next summer!   
 

Remember to pray for the missionaries we support 

during this time of uncertainty.  Pray that many 

people will turn to the Lord and that His Word will 

be proclaimed throughout the world.    

 

PASTOR SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 

Prayer Effort: See what we are currently praying for. 

Scripture and Discussion: A few thoughts from our 

weekly devotional time. 
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